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Dear Parents and Friends

Sometimes We Need to
Let Them Struggle

Being a parent is risky and terrifying; it 
demands everything we have and are; 
it is filled with pain and doubt; when 

should we assist our children and when should 
we let them go at it alone.  
    At times we are tempted to swoop in and 
rescue our kids from their own inexperience and 
poor choices. As parents we must allow them to 
make mistakes, because as we know, experience 
is often the best teacher.

    I am reminded of an anecdote that Coach Mike Stephenson shared 
with me a while back. While walking through the woods a boy finds 
the cocoon of a monarch butterfly.  He watches the butterfly struggle 
to force its way through the tiny hole in the cocoon’s casing.  Then it 
seems to stop making progress: the butterfly seems to be stuck.  
 Concerned that the butterfly is in trouble, the boy works to free 
the butterfly from its cocoon. The butterfly emerges – but its body 
is swollen and small and its wings are all shriveled.  The boy thinks 
that the butterfly will soon start to flap its wings and take flight, but it 
never happens.  
 The boy does not understand that the butterfly’s struggle within 
the cocoon is exactly what helps it develop wings that are strong and 
stable so that one day it will fly.  
 Like the kind and inexperienced boy, we parents often try to help 
our struggling sons.  Although we want to fix things, and save them 
from undue struggle, our decision to do so can, in the bigger picture, 
be a disservice to them.   We must accept that the flight and freedom 
of our sons is only possible because of the struggles and hardships 
they undergo.

Yours in the Spirit of Catholic Education,

James Horne
Principal
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Continued on page 4.

Principal James Horne
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Saints Scene  

Two popular Saints Community events 
occur on one day: November 17. For-
tunately, there’s a way to attend both 

affairs thanks to some timely scheduling.
 On Saturday, the school and the Austin 

Two November Events
to Remember

RUNNING STRONG—Saints Cross Country teams run the home course at nearby Morley 
Field during a yearbook photo session.  See page 4 for more Cross Country Coverage. Nathan Zolezzi (‘08), is one of Saints 

newest college graduates.  Nathan’s 
parents are graduates of Univer-

sity High School, but his grandfather, Julie 
Zolezzi, ‘49, is a proud Saintsman.  Although 
the clan skipped a generation, Saints is very 
happy the Zolezzi family found its way back 
to Saints. 
 On most afternoons while at Saints, 
Nathan along with cohort and friend, Russell 
Chapin, could be found hard at work creat-
ing the 2007-08 yearbook.  When leaving 
for the day, I often wandered by to see how 
they were doing.  Their concept was unlike 
any yearbook I had ever seen.  They were 
developing a cartoon theme to run throughout 
the book.  While they struggled with this, 
it was obvious these two young men were 
committed to the idea, despite the conceptual 
difficulty.   Following graduation, their final 
product won the blue ribbon at the San Diego 
County Fair.
 Most young adults in their early 20s are 
still in search of a profession. Nathan, a recent 
graduate of Santa Clara University with a 
major in Finance and a minor in Communica-
tions, has a clear path that began his freshman 
year with his involvement in the yearbook 
program.  Nathan credits his Saints yearbook 
experience and a Santa Clara program that 
sets up interviews with Santa Clara graduates 
working in the entertainment industry. Nathan 
spent Spring Break last year in Los Angeles 
interviewing each day with several production 
companies.  Shortly after returning to Santa 
Clara for classes, he was offered an internship 
in his chosen field and jumped on it.  Since 
graduation, he had been telecommuting and 
video-conferencing from San Diego.  For a 
young man just out of college, he seems to be 
on track in his desired profession.
 Nathan cites his “Saints Experience” 
as a vital component in this self-discovery.  
Though he missed the Intersession Program 
by a year, he feels strongly that this type of 
program will be extremely helpful to future 

Alumni Profile

Recent
Graduate

Lauds Saints
Community for

Leadership 
Role

By Edwin Hearn, President,
St. Augustine High School

Parents Assn. are holding the annual 
Christmas Social 2012 at 6 pm inside the 
Grand Ballroom of the DoubleTree hotel 
in Mission Valley.  The same Saturday 
Saints Players will perform their fall 
musical “How to Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying.”   The curtain 
rises on the musical at 2 pm, which will 
give parents, friends and the Saints Com-
munity an opportunity to make it a huge 
Saints day.
 Those not wishing to make it a mara-
thon can attend the Saints Players musi-
cal on Wednesday, Thursday and also 
on Sunday and arrive at the Christmas 
Social less stressed.  See Advertisement 
on page 6 for curtain times and ticket 
info. 
 The sixth annual Christmas Social 
“Miracle on Nutmeg Street” is a fun 
night of friends, fine dining, dancing 
and the popular—high drama--$10,000 
DrawDown.
 Saturday evening’s proceeds directly 
benefit the programs at St. Augustine 
High School.
 For more info and tickets see page 3 
or call Robin Diamond-Williams at 858-
228-7638.



In 374 A.D., Augustine at the age of 20 began teaching rhetoric in 
Carthage.  He found the students undisciplined.  No teacher was 
safe from their insulting behavior, but Augustine, with his weak 

voice and a tendency to become lost in his own thoughts, received 
more punishment than most.  
     After teaching for nine 
years in Carthage, he chose 
to try his prospects in Rome, 
following the footsteps 
of Alypius, a good friend 
he had converted to Man-

ichaeism a few years earlier.  Because Monica 
did not wish her son to leave North Africa, 
Augustine used trickery to have her allow him 
board a ship.  “I deceived her by pretending I 
had a friend whom I did not want to leave until 
his boat sailed off. I lied thus to my mother - 
and such a mother! . . .. She went home, and I to 
Rome.”
 Augustine was greatly disappointed by his 
year in Rome.  He was struck by sickness, and 
because his students failed to pay their fees 
he was not yet able to bring his mistress and 
Adeodatus across from North Africa.  Augustine 
spent companionable hours with Alypius, who 
was scrupulously honest, practical and a good 
listener.  He confided to Alypius his doubts 
about Manichaeism and displayed a general 
restlessness.  
     In 384 A.D. he won the position of Profes-
sor of Rhetoric at Milan, the city of the Imperial 
Court.  He was pleased to see the last of Rome, 
and happy that Alypius chose to accompany him.  This was to be a major step towards 
Augustine’s baptism. As he later wrote, “I came to Milan…and to Ambrose, its bishop.”  . 
 With the civil administration deteriorating in the Roman Empire, the role of a bishop 
such as Ambrose was important to both Church and state.  This was evidenced by the fact 
that choosing their bishop was one of the last rights the people were to surrender.  Am-
brose had been a high official in the government and was unbaptised when selected by 
public acclamation for this very important diocese.  
 He was made a bishop in spite of his personal reluctance.  Augustine listened to Am-
brose’s sermons, at first out of mere curiosity, but later he was influenced by Ambrose’s 

words.  The door of Ambrose’s house was always open, and anybody 
could enter unannounced. Augustine did so, and saw Ambrose reading to 
himself . . . I would sit for a long time in silence - for who could disturb 
one so engrossed - and then I would depart. 

    Who would dare 
disturb a man so en-
grossed? Augustine’s 
mother would! Hearing her 
son had obtained a profes-
sorial chair in Milan, Moni-
ca came with her elder 
son, two nephews and an 
old friend of Augustine’s.  
She told Ambrose of her 
son’s odyssey towards the 
Faith, and the wise bishop 
advised her to continue her 
prayers.  Soon afterwards 
when he chanced to meet 
Augustine, Ambrose con-
gratulated him on having 
such a mother.   
      Monica succeeded 
in having Augustine en-
gaged to a girl of his own 
rank in society. The girl 
was two years below mar-
riageable age, and Augus-
tine explained, “because 
she was pleasing, I waited.” 
Augustine’s mistress was 
sent away. Writing as a 

bishop some years later, Augustine revealed the anguish that her forced 
departure had caused him.  “The woman with whom I was accustomed to 
sleep was torn from my side, since she was an impediment to my mar-
riage.  My heart, which clung to her, was cut and wounded and bleeding.  
She returned to Africa, vowing to God that she would never know another 
man, and leaving me with her natural son.”
 Augustine had to accept that he was not so much attracted by the ideal 
of marriage as he was by lust, for he could not be content.  Taking another 
mistress, he felt this concession to his sensuality to be disgraceful, but he 
could not bear it to be otherwise.

Life of Augustine: Rome and Milan

Cole Schenewerk
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Robert Jertberg Nicholas Vitha

Joseph Keane

Jason Mapa

Stephen Rougas

Michael Balourdas

Joel Bautista

Andrew Gaylord

Commended Students
in The 2013

 National Merit
Scholarship Program

Principal, James W. Horne, of St. Augustine High School announced to-
day that several Saintsmen have been named Commended Students in 
the 2013 National Merit Scholarship Program. A Letter of Commen-

dation from the school and National Merit Scholarship Corporation, which 
conducts the program, will be presented by the principal to these scholastically 
talented seniors.
 About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are being rec-
ognized for their exceptional academic promise. Although they will not con-
tinue in the 2013 competition for National Merit Scholarship awards, Com-
mended Students placed among the top five percent of more than 1.5 million 
students who entered the 2013 competition by taking the 2011 Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).
 “It is a pleasure to recognize academically talented students,” commented 

Mr. Horne. “The young men recognized as Commend-
ed Students represent some of the best and brightest 
minds at Saints as demonstrated by their outstanding 
performance in this highly competitive program. We 
sincerely hope this recognition will provide them with 
additional educational outlets and motivate them in 
their pursuit of academic achievement.”
 Our Congratulations to Saints Commended Na-
tional Merit Students for 2013.

Mosaic of Ambrose (330-397
AD) Bishop of Milan.

Oil painting by Anthony Van Dyck, circa 1620 
titled: “St. Ambrose barring Theodosius I from 
Milan Cathedral.”
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Mark your calendar and look for your invitation to our 6th annual
St. Augustine High School Christmas Social, “Miracle on Nutmeg Street”.

Sponsored by the Austin Parents Association, the Social promises an evening of
wonderful food, great company, dancing and an exciting $10,000 DrawDown that

directly benefits the programs of St. Augustine High School.

For information about purchasing your DrawDown tickets, please call
Robin Diamond-Williams at (858) 228-7638 or Casey Callery at (619) 282-2184 Ext. 5541.

Christmas Social 2012
Saturday, 6:00 p.m., November 17, 2012

Grand Ballroom in the DoubleTree Hotel in Mission Valley
7450 Hazard Center Drive, San Diego, California

Dinner  •  $10,000 DrawDown  •  Dancing

Save-the-Date and look for
your invitation

to Saints’ 6th Annual Christmas Social
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Alumni Profile 
Continued from page 1.

Coach Jerry Downey has been inaugurating the 
track surrounding the newly installed upper field 
at Saints. In mid-October, he organized foot races 

on the track to establish records for fastest freshman, 
sophomore, junior and senior, plus fastest student overall. 
These lucky Saintsmen may not be the fastest forever, but 
they got to be the fastest first.
 “This track is 344.47 meters around,” notes 
Downey. “It’s not a full, 400-meter lap, but that’s com-
mon for schools like ours in residential neighborhoods.”
Coaches Downey and Alcoser practice all 57 Saints 
harriers together, which helps prepare younger runners 
for the JV stampedes. “For this year’s meets,” Downey 
says, “all the JVs run together first – the whole league, 
every time. That’s new. Our JV meets used to be the same 
as the varsity meets: between just two teams at a time. 
There are five schools in the league, and all five throw all 
their JV runners into that race every week. The field gets 
a bit thick, of course, with as many as 115 runners in the 
last couple of JV meets, so it sometimes gets difficult to 

Cross Country 2012 
New Track, New JV Rules, New Course

John White (Parent ’11, ’13)

sort out at the finish line, but we manage. We’re keeping the 
varsity races to one team against another, though.”
 Cross country also made alterations to its three-mile 
course at Morley Field now that the city has moved the 
nursery. The first mile is the same, but miles two and three 
are different.
 League finals (CIF Division III) will take place on Sat-
urday,  November 17, at Morley Field. There are 23 teams 
in the division, of which three will go to state finals. Coach 
Downey says there are six good teams vying for those three 
spots, and Saints is one of them.
 Does Coach Downey want anything from Saints 
parents? “Tell them to send photos. Many parents shoot pic-
tures at the meets, and they’re more than welcome to send 
them in. If they can have their sons bring them in or send 
them in to the paper, we can keep a gallery of cross country 
photos going. Everybody’s got pictures but me.”
 Cross country parents can send their photos on thumb 
drives with their sons, or via email to Coach Downey: 
jdowney@sahs.org

Saintsmen in combining their classroom 
learning with real work skills to create value 
in the world.  
     While he feels his academic program 
gave him the right skill sets to succeed in 
college, he feels even more importantly the 
mentorship by the Saints faculty was crucial 
in giving him the self-confidence to lead.  
For Nathan, that person was the late Pat 
Healy.  During his freshman year, Mr. Healy 

took Nathan aside, suggesting he involve 
himself in the yearbook program.  This invitation was all he needed; Na-
than jumped at the chance and began to see how organization, leadership, 
follow-through, meeting deadlines and hard work could bring great re-
sults.  When his resolve weakened during junior year, Mr. Healy encour-
aged him to stay with the program, challenging him to take a leadership 
role his senior year.  With this boost in his confidence, Nathan accepted 
the challenge. The skills of leading a group of students in an organized 
manner became the skills that helped him earn his business degree.
 The business program at Santa Clara is very intensive.  Students 
are required to do 3 to 4 different group projects each quarter.  Having 
motivated partners in one’s group was a problem.  Nathan found in most 
cases he had to lead in order for the group to achieve the desired results.  
While difficult to do, the constant stress of having to make it work taught 
Nathan a great deal about group dynamics and how to accomplish the 
task at hand.
 Having just graduated from college, Nathan has not had enough time 
to really think about his alumni status at Saints.  Just as some alumni 
feel strongly about the Saints athletics or music programs, Nathan feels 
strongly in the academic and art programs  and that these will be the 
focus of his alumni support at Saints.  He believes a strong academic pro-
gram enhances the development of a student’s ability to creatively solve 
problems while art fosters the imagination which is essential to envision-
ing the future and enabling a student to think in unique ways about the 
world and  faith. 
 Nathan believes alumni have an obligation to help grow these pro-
grams so Saints graduates are able to progress and discover a path for 
their futures.  While not sure how to support Saints at this time in his 
life, Nathan knows that as an alumnus, he has a responsibility to help 
strengthen the “Saints Experience” for the young men who will make 
Saints their home in the future.

Nathan Zolezzi
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College Test 
Schedules

The following are the SAT 
and ACT testing dates for the 
remainder of the school year. 

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT:)
  November 3
  December 1
  January 26
  March 9
  May 4
  June 1

All registration is done at sat.collegeboard.org Re-
member registration deadlines are 6-8 weeks before 
the test.
 

American College Test (ACT:)
  October 27
  December 8
  February 9
  April 13
  June 8

NOTES:
All registration is done at www.actstudent.org . Dead-
lines are six weeks before the test.
  Reminder that PSAT test is given in the 10th and 
11th grade at Saints. All students are automatically 
registered.
 Questions? Call Ms. Nancy Caine, Saints Director 
of College Counseling or Dr. Jerry Rey in the Guid-
ance Office.
 

College Test 
Update

Junior Saintsmen and their parents should be aware 
of the new registration requirement for the SAT 
and ACT tests, said Nancy Caine, Director of 

College Counseling. Beginning this spring, students 
must register online and provide a picture as proof 
of identity online as well. Students may provide 
pictures they already possess as long as they meet the 
requirements listed on the College Board (SAT) and 
ACT websites. Otherwise, the school is working on a 
system to provide student identification pictures which 
are used on their Saints ASB cards.  More information 
will be available at the Junior Parent Night , January 
30th. 
 Ms. Caine can be reached at 619-282-2184 ext. 
5537

During the third week of October, members of 
the faculty and staff of the eight North Ameri-
can Augustinian schools gathered at Villanova 

Preparatory Academy for the 10th gathering of the 
Augustinian Values Institute.  
 The Institute was originated in January of 2004 and 
is designed to give all Augustinian educators a deep-
ened clarity of mission as regards the expression of 
Augustinian Values (community, truth and love) in our 
schools.  By participating in the three-day event, faculty 
and staff will see, explore and apply the values to the 
curriculum and programs in our school. 
 This year members from the Saints staff who trav-
eled to Ojai, CA to participate included: Mr. Craig Da-
Luz, Mr. Christopher DaLuz, Mr. Kevin Manley, Mrs. 
Marie-Line Allen,  Mrs. Veronica Gormly, Mr. Chris 
Yoakum and Mrs. Beckie Garcia.
 The Institute has now engaged close to 700 educa-
tors (50 from Saints) in serious examination of our 
core values of Truth, Unity, and Love during three 
North American gatherings.  We know that all schools 
have some common purposes and goals.  Site specific 
aspects, history, and particular school missions shape 
every school in special ways.  Augustinian schools have 
particular unifying values that inspire the ordinary, 
shape the culture, and give an extraordinary profile to 
the school experience.

10th Annual Institute for
Augustinian Values in Education

Saints Faculty, Staff
Attend Values Conference

By Fr. John Keller (’55)

W H E R E  A R E  T H E Y  N O W ?

Class of 2005 Saintsmen, Ryan Lamb, Tim Ross and Mike Shess attended the re-
cent San Diego Press Club Annual Excellence in Journalism Awards ban-
quet.  Ryan and Mike captured a first place for consumer advocacy reporting. Af-

ter college, the duo founded West Coaster Magazine [www.westcoastersd.com]. The 
two-year-old San Diego based publication covers the burgeoning craft beer brewing in-
dustry in San Diego County. Ryan is Editor and Mike is Publisher/Advertising Director. 
 Tim Ross tagged along to the awards program.  He recently earned his Masters Degree in Hos-
pital Administration and is seeking a position to launch his career.

 Our Institute emphasizes the importance of core 
values and mission. We discuss the origin and mean-
ing of the values, and then explore the significance 
through a sharing of best practices of alignment of 
values with the daily experience of the school in ev-
erything from intramurals to Christian service, from 
academic excellence to good order in the school.  
The core values are like the DNA of the school.  Ev-
ery aspect of the school attempts to be in alignment, 
some expression, of the values we cherish.
 One head of school commented on his experi-
ence of lifting up the values:  “The whole school 
community is more aware of who we are, and of 
what we are called to be.  Everyone is on the same 
page as we seek ways to improve our school, make 
decisions for the future, and shape both the large 
and small aspects of our search for excellence.”
   At Saints we hope that this experience will 
touch and shape the way we do things, and that it 
will have a significant influence on our school and 
the young men entrusted to our care.
_________________________________________
Fr. Keller (’55) O.S.A. is a graduate of the school 
and former Saints Principal and the school’s first 
President.  Currently, he is a member of the Saints 
Board of Directors and the Director of Education 
for the Order of St. Augustine in California. 

Follow Saints on
Twitter and Facebook 

www.facebook.com/st.augustine www.twitter.com/saints_info              

Are you looking for up to date info on meetings, announcements, 
activities, breaking news and game times, locations and results. 
Do you wish you had a reminder for all these events?
     You can set up an account to have news sent directly to your 
e-mail or sent as a text to your phone, or you can simply link to the 
Twitter/Facebook feed by clicking on the icons at the lower left on 
the Saints home page



Dear	
�    Parents,	
�    Alumni	
�    and	
�    Friends,

	
�     St.	
�    Augustine	
�    High	
�    School’s	
�    6th	
�    Annual	
�    Christmas	
�    Social,	
�    Miracle	
�    on	
�    Nutmeg	
�    Street,	
�    will	
�    

take	
�    place	
�    at	
�    the	
�    DoubleTree	
�    Hotel	
�    in	
�    Mission	
�    Valley	
�    on	
�    November	
�    17,	
�    2012.

	
�     As	
�    we	
�    did	
�    last	
�    year,	
�    we	
�    will	
�    have	
�    dinner,	
�    dancing	
�    and	
�    the	
�    ever	
�    popular	
�    $10,000.00

DrawDown.

don’t	
�    get	
�    left	
�    out	
�    of	
�    the	
�    Drawing.	
�    Your	
�    purchase	
�    of	
�    one,	
�    (or	
�    more),	
�    tickets	
�    for	
�    $100.00	
�    each	
�    could	
�    

win	
�    you	
�    $10,000.00.

	
�     Please	
�    send	
�    in	
�    your	
�    number(s)	
�    with	
�    your	
�    check	
�    or	
�    credit	
�    card	
�    information	
�    to:

	
�     	
�    

	
�     	
�     St.	
�    Augustine	
�    High	
�    School

	
�     	
�     Attention:	
�    DrawDown/Christmas	
�    Social	
�    2012

	
�     	
�     3266	
�    Nutmeg	
�    Street,	
�    San	
�    Diego,	
�    CA	
�    92104

_	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _	
�    _

Detach	
�    Here

Number(s)	
�    _____________________________	
�    How	
�    Many	
�    Tickets	
�    Total	
�    ______	
�    Check#	
�    _______

If	
�    your	
�    number	
�    is	
�    not	
�    available,	
�    we	
�    will	
�    choose	
�    one	
�    for	
�    you.

Name:	
�    ____________________________________	
�    Phone#:	
�    ______________________________

Address:	
�    _________________________________________	
�    City/State/Zip:	
�    __________________

Check	
�    or	
�    C/C	
�    in	
�    the	
�    Amount	
�    of:	
�    $	
�    ___________________	
�    made	
�    payable	
�    to:	
�    Austin	
�    Parents

Association	
�    (APA)

Credit	
�    Card	
�    #	
�    (Visa	
�    or	
�    M/C	
�    only):_____________________________________________________

Signature:	
�    ______________________________________________________________________

6



St. Augustine High School
Varsity Basketball Schedule 2012-2013

League Champions: 1963, 1970, 1977, 1992, 1994, 1999, 2001, 2005, 2006

CIF Champions: 1993, 2001, 2002, 2005

CIF Finalists 1993, 1994, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2007

Southern California Champions 2005

State Finalists 2005

Day Date  Opponent    Site  Time
West Hills/Horsman Tourney

Fri  11/30  Southwest (Saints Dark)  West Hills  7 pm
Sat  12/1  West Hills (Saints Dark)  West Hills  1:30 pm
Mon  12/3  Horizon (Saints Dark)  West Hills  8:30 pm
Fri  12/7  Mission Hills (Saints Dark)  West Hills  8:40 pm
Sat  12/8  West Hills Championship Day West Hills  TBA
Sat 12/22  Public/Private Showcase vs JW North  Long Beach City 8  pm  
 

ESPN ISCORE Holiday Classic–San Diego
Wed-Sat  12/26-29  TBA  TBA  TBA  

Western League
Sat 1/5  @ Cathedral    Cathedral  7:30 pm
Tue 1/8  @ La Jolla    La Jolla  5  pm
Fri 1/11  LINCOLN    SAINTS  7:30 pm
Sat 1/12  SDLA Challenge vs Taft  Lincoln  5:30 pm
Tue 1/15  SCRIPPS RANCH   SAINTS  4:30 pm
Thu 1/17  @ Mission Bay   Mission Bay  7:30 pm
Mon 1/21  MLK Saints Shootout
   Francis Parker vs La Costa Canyon Saints  5 pm
   Saints vs Torrey Pines   Saints  7 pm
Tue 1/22  @ University City   UC  4:30 pm
Thu 1/24  CATHEDRAL CATHOLIC  Pt. Loma Nazarene 7:00 pm
Tue 1/29  MISSION BAY   SAINTS  4:30 pm
Fri 2/1  @ Lincoln    Lincoln  7:30 pm
Tue 2/5  LA JOLLA    SAINTS  5  pm
Sat 2/9  OLYMPIAN    SAINTS  6 pm   
Tue  2/12  @Scripps Ranch   Scripps Ranch  4:30 pm
Thu 2/14  UNIVERSITY CITY   SAINTS  7:30 pm 
  
  CIF-San Diego Section Playoffs:  Feb. 19, 20, 22, 23, 26, 27—March 1,2 
  Southern California Championships: Mar. 5, 7, 9, 16
  State Championships: March 22, 23

Head Coach:  Mike Haupt
Assistants: Mike DeCelles, Chris Yoakum, Dan Strickland,  
  Floyd North
Junior Varsity Coaches: Alex Davis, Ed Baskin
Freshman Coaches:  Floyd North, Sean Diamond, 
  Mike Tompkins

Athletic Director:  Mike Stephenson
Principal:  James Horne
President:  Ed Hearn
Athletic Trainer:  Sarah Lang A.T.C.      
Strength Coaches:  Mike Sweat, Rommel Marentez
All Everything Assistant:  Chris Topping

With 19 years as Saints’ head basketball coach, it’s fair to say 
that Mike Haupt understands what it takes to be a great team 
year in and year out.  And this year, he sees attributes of the 

Saints team that he believes will make this year’s season special.  “Since 
we’re returning so many players, our chemistry is even more powerful 
and will give us an edge against other teams,” he says.  
 Haupt says his approach to coaching is fairly simple and focuses on 
creating a strong team connection.  “First, it’s a matter of me getting out 
of the way.  Then, make sure each player can endure the strains of hard 
work and challenges that cause them to believe in themselves and their 
teammates.”  By doing so, he knows it creates a bond between the players 
preparing them for the tough adversity that lies ahead on the court. 

A Special Season of Hoops Ahead   

Optimism Reigns
By Robert Blodgett (Saints Parent)

 This year, Saints is facing some tough opponents that should really      
be a good test of their resolve.  Students, alumni and parents are strongly 
encouraged to come see why this season is predicted to be a special one.  
Returning lettermen:  Drew Madsen, Brynton Lemar, Nate Samaniego, 
Brent Jones, Jack Drapp, Jake Ryan, John Dixon, Cooper Degraw—all 
seniors.
 Junior Trey Kell is the main returning underclassman and is pegged 
to have a big year. Brynton Lemar (’13), a four year varsity starter—just 
committed to UC Davis for basketball (division 1 playing in the Big West 
conference). Nate Samaniego is back after a knee injury ended his junior 
year before the season started last year.
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It’s EASY! It’s FREE! You just need to register your cards, and a percentage of your 
purchases will go towards St. Augustine programs automatically. One family who 
spends $400 a month at Vons would earn $6 for our school, x 100 families = $7,200 
a year!

Point your web browser to this site: http://www.escrip.com/program/3ways/index.jsp
Click on “Sign Up” and follow the directions. Saints’ group ID is #137716597

Register your Safeway, Vons, or Macy’s cards. Other credit or debit cards can also 
be registered. See the site for details.

Please take 5 minutes and start earning money for St. Augustine!
If you are already participating in eScrip for another school, it’s easy to add
St. Augustine to your existing account!

Go to www.escrip.com
Click on “my escrip”

Login with your existing username and password. If you don’t remember your pass-
word, it will guide you through a process to remind you.
Click on “change my group selection”

Add or delete any groups you would like (up to 3 groups are allowed).  
Saints’ group ID is #137716597

Thank you for your support.

Here’s How It Works
1. You register any one or all of your existing grocery loyalty, debit and  
 credit cards for use in the program.

2. Participating merchants will make contributions to your chosen   
 group, based on purchases made by you, just by using the cards   
 you have registered.

3. Your purchases are tracked and available to you online, allowing   
 you to see just how much you are earning on your child’s behalf!

APA eScrip
eScrip: It’s Easy To Contribute to St. Augustine!

The Austin Parent Association wants to make you aware of a fantastic opportunity to earn 
money for St. Augustine’s programs, simply by registering with eScrip and shopping at your 
favorite stores.
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Saints Scene
 Your monthly report
on the St. Augustine

High School Experience

Mission of St. Augustine High School – Our mission is to provide a Catholic liberal arts education for young men in an environment that promotes the development of mind, heart and body in 
the Augustinian tradition. By helping to form loving disciples of Jesus Christ we communicate to the world the gospel values of community, truth and love.

OK, so the scoreboard showed our gritty Saints Varsity lost 
by 28-20 to that bigger school across town, but football was 
only part of the annual fall pageant.  The loss was a small 

dent in another successful season. 
 The traditional big game with Cathedral Catholic is what is 
billed, but so much of the season’s enjoyment is the journey.  Once 
you arrive at the game, there’s so much to see and hear: the banter 
among parents, friends and alums, the pep rallies, the chill in the 
air, the overflowing crowds, the band, especially the syncopation of 
the crisp drum corps.  And, we marvel at the enthusiasm and pure 
athleticism of our award winning Cheer squad from OLP.  Ladies, 
you’re amazing.  
 Plus, at pre-game and half-time ceremonies, we cheer student/

team accomplishments and enjoy our annual salute to the Fan of 
the Year.  This year our featured Fan is Fr. Bob Gavotto O.S.A., 
Saints Chaplain and member of the class of 1955.  
 And, although disappointment was on the faces of Saints 
footballers after the game, there’s little doubt to a man they 
understood they gave it their best. 
 So many in purple and gold shouted themselves hoarse with 
pride. 
 Bottom line: It’s always a terrific evening win or lose. 
 Friday night at the football game.  What’s not to like? 
 Next year, the giant will fall, because who among us isn’t a 
believer?  Let the journey begin.
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Such A Busy Night
               At The Big Game

Ben Piorkowski (‘13) was recognized by the U.S. Marines for his outstand-
ing scholarship and for being the Saints Varsity Football player with the 
highest G.P.A. Pictured with Ben are his parents Ted and Debbie Piorkowski.

Max Lalangan (’14) on Sax with the Saints 
Band at half-time.

Saints Freshman Elijah Preston (#20) is mobbed by fellow 
varsity players after long touchdown run vs. Cathedral.

Surrounded by fellow alums, Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A. (’55), is named 2012 Fan of the Year. Saints/OLP amazing and award winning cheer squad’s tower of power.  Kids 
don’t try this at home.


