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For all those girls out there 
who are throwing out the #sin-

glesawarenessday, it doesn’t have to be 
that way. This one’s for you. I hear a lot 
of comments on how terrifying it is to talk 
to guys, especially ones you’re meeting for 
the first time. Many girls seem to forget 
that it’s equally terrifying for guys as well. 
One of the biggest downfalls for romantic 
hopefuls is playing out the situation in your 
head. You picture yourself working up the 
courage to walk up to a guy and greet him 
with a shy hello. You talk for a little, ask-
ing each other generic questions until you 
run out of things to say. In the awkward si-
lence, neither of you feels comfortable and 
you wonder whether it was a good idea in 
the first place. Stop. Rewind.

At this point the conversation hasn’t 
even started yet, and failure is on the hori-
zon. Some of life’s best decisions are made 
in rash moments, so why not just go for it? 
The most important thing to keep in mind 
is that the worst he can say is no. Look at 
yourself from a guy’s perspective for a mo-

Chinese elderly can now sue 
their children if they feel they are 
not receiving enough attention. 

That’s right, being a good son 
is written into the law in China, 
enforced by the great American 
pastime that is court action. The 
United States, however, has no 
such laws (not even Florida), 
so when news of Grandpar-
ents' Day 2K13 came around, 
grandparents eagerly jumped at 
the excuse to visit their grand-
sons.

For 25 years grandparents 
have been coming to Saints 
for Grandparents' Day, which 
began amidst a wave of Grand-
parents' Days across the nation.  
Eight years after its inception, 
Mrs. Evenson took over.  As 
liaison between the Austin Par-
ents Association (who sponsors 
the event) and the adminis-
tration, she has overseen the 
event’s growth and develop-
ment over the past seventeen 
years. Examples of change in-

ment. An attractive, friendly girl comes up 
to you, confidently introduces herself, and 
smiling, casually starts a conversation. I feel 
like girls often forget how great it makes 
guys feel when a girl is the first one to say 
hello. There’s something beautiful in the 
fact that you chose to initiate the conver-
sation, that you found the guy interesting 
enough to give him a little of your time. 

“Just quit overthinking it, if you have 
any inclination to talk to him, just do it. 
Odds are, he’s too shy to talk to you, so take 
the initiative and go get 'em,” said Ryan 
Stamper (‘13).

 There seems to be this sentiment shared 
by a lot of girls that they can’t do anything 
until the guy comes up to them, but this isn’t 
the 1900s anymore. Speaking of the 1900s, 
the way we dress has changed a lot since 
then. Guys notice when a girl knows how to 
dress herself well, but they also notice when 
a girl tries too hard. “Girls who have decen-
cy? Ahh sweet,” said Greg Lowe (‘13). One 
of the worst comments I hear guys make 
about girls is that they’re “fake.” Make sure 
the way you present yourself on the outside 

clude the addition of food tables roughly a 
decade ago and the involvement of the Loyal 
Sons, who took over in place of parent volun-
teers. The number of grandparents has also 
grown, to over 400 this year, down from last 

year’s high of 587.  
Even so, most grandsons expressed hap-

piness with the event. Andrew Leyva’s (’13) 
grandparents have come for the last four years. 

Photo Credit: Michael Cali ('13)Scott Walsh ('13) shows his grandma a lot of lovin'.
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What do you do when you 
see her? That one special girl 

that you’ve daydreamed about in class and 
lost sleep over? Chances are, you’ve never 
even talked to her because you didn’t have 
the nerve. But rest assured: you’re not 
alone. It’s normal to feel anxious around 
those mysterious, majestic creatures called 
girls. But if you want to talk to one, how 
should you go about it?

Confidence is key, and there are many 
ways to show it. Obviously, looking nice 
helps you act and feel more confident. As 
freshman Aubrey LaBonte points out, “A 
good first impression is always important.” 
So comb your hair, and make sure you 
don’t exhibit bad hygiene. 

Smiling also projects confidence, as 
does good eye contact. Smiling sends the 
message that you are open and friendly, 
and good eye contact shows that you care 
what she has to say. Conversely, bad eye 
contact gives an impression that you are ei-
ther intimidated or creepy. Also, mind your 
posture; no one’s going to want to talk to 

that guy who is slumped over. Either he has 
back problems or he’s insecure. Neither one 
makes you look any better.

But be careful: confidence is not to be 
confused with arrogance. Coming off as 
cocky can be a turnoff. No girl is going to 
want to date an egotist.

Being respectful is also a must. Be a 
gentleman. “Guys should be respectful; 
they can’t objectify a woman and expect 
good results,” says junior Danielle Dillard. 
On the contrary, be polite and treat her like 
a princess, and she’ll stick around. Part of 
that involves not completely dominating the 
conversation. “If he listens, that’s a plus,” 
said freshman Gianna Belsito. Allowing her 
to talk lets you learn who she is as a person.

Ok, there she is, right in front of you! 
What are you going to do? It’s the moment 
of truth: are you going to turn away and 
chicken out, or are you going to be brave 
and take a chance? Well, if you choose the 
latter, calmly approach her with a pleasant 
smile and introduce yourself. That’s it. Now 
she can’t say she doesn’t know who you are. 
Whether you two strike up a convo or just 

“...[W]ith full freedom I de-
clare that I renounce the ministry 

of Bishop of Rome, Successor of Saint Peter, 
entrusted to me by the Cardinals on 19 April 
2005, in such a way, that as from 28 February 
2013, at 20:00 hours, the See of Rome, the See 
of Saint Peter, will be vacant and a Conclave 
to elect the new Supreme Pontiff will have to 
be convoked by those whose competence it is.” 
– Pope Benedict XVI

 We’re sure that by now you’ve heard 
that the Holy Father is stepping down from his 
balcony. Various opinions have been offered 
on his resignation, so we sought the opinion of 
Saint Augustine’s own religion teachers. 

“I was not shocked at all. I remember the 
pope saying in an interview about 4 years ago 
that he thinks that a pope who is too unhealthy 
to fulfill his Petrine role should consider re-
signing. Therefore, I expected him to make this 
move; I believe it was his plan all along. It’s a 
courageous decision,” said Mr. Bachynsky. 

A decision, we might add, that has not been 
made since Pope Gregory XII in 1415.

“I believe that this was a difficult decision 

Pope Steps Down, 
Teachers Speak Up

Photo Credit: Aaron Balin ('14)
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You learn Spanish in the 
classroom, but do you ever get to 
use it? What about actually going 

to the place where it all started? This Inter-
session, eight Saintsmen ventured to Spain 
with Mr. Linville for the European Travel 
course. After fifteen hours in the air, they 
were off on their journey where they toured 
sites in Spain such as Barcelona, Valen-
cia, Granada, Córdoba, and Madrid. They 
even got to spend some time in Africa do-
ing nothing other than riding camels. Their 
ten-day journey took them everywhere from 
beaches that touch the Mediterranean to car-
pet bazaars and spice shops.

Tommy Blick, a senior, recalled, “Ev-
erything from the breathtaking scenery to 
the delicious food amazed me!” Indeed, the 
group tested their palates as they tasted au-
thentic Spanish cuisine every day. Patrick 
Hagan, a junior, said that his favorite meal 
actually came from Morocco, their only Af-
rican stop. Joe Preimesberger, a junior, had 
nothing but great remarks about the trip. “It 
was amazing. We got to adventure in a new 
part of the world with some great friends. I 
couldn’t have asked for more!” he said.

The excursion began in Barcelona, 
where the gang toured Las Ramblas, La Sa-
grada Familia, Montjuïc Hill, Barrio Góti-
co, and the Barcelona Cathedral. Following 
their tour of Barcelona, they traveled south 
to Valencia, where they visited the Aquari-
um at the City of Arts and Sciences, the larg-
est aquarium in Europe. They then voyaged 
to the city of Granada, where they toured the 
Alhambra, a famous Islamic palace. From 
there, they trekked to Costa Del Sol, a beach 
vacation destination for millions each year.

Our Saintmen traveled with two other 
groups: one from Ohio and one from Penn-
sylvania. Shockingly (for us), many of the 

By Michael McRoskey ('14)
STAFF WRITER

students in those groups hadn’t seen a real 
beach before. “So,” said sophomore David 
Rivera, ”most of us dipped our toes in so 
we could say we’ve been in the Mediter-
ranean Sea. But the other groups freaked 
out and at least 10 of them dove into the 
freezing water —with all of their clothes 
on—not realizing the sinking sandbar be-
neath them.” 

 “My favorite city on the trip had to be 
Tétouan, Morocco because it was unique,” 
said junior Ramon Riesgo. “We had to 
take a short ferry ride 
across the Strait of 
Gibraltar to get there. 
Even though it was 
just an hour away, it 
seemed different from 
anything I had imag-
ined, even different 
from Spain.” Indeed 
Tétouan’s strong Mid-
dle-Eastern influence 
showed in the Islamic 
architecture, lunch-
time dishes, and dis-
tinct street merchants. 
Their guide there, Mu-
hammad, led the group 
through the Medina 
and Hassan II Square. 
After a long afternoon, 
they ferried back to 
Europe and continued 
to Seville, where they 
saw the Alcázar Palace 
and the Cathedral.

On their way to 
Madrid, the Saints-
men paid a visit to 
the Mezquita in Cór-
doba and the medieval 
city of Toledo. Upon 
reaching Madrid, they 

took a guided tour of the historical city and 
visited sites like the Prado and Royal Pal-
ace, which was a favorite site of Matt Smith. 
“It was pretty amazing being inside a real 
palace. It was so rich in history and all the 
decorations and architecture inside made 
it my favorite part of the trip,” the sopho-
more said. Having journeyed thousands of 
miles in just a few weeks, they departed the 
Barajas airport near 4 a.m. for their trip back 
home, eager to greet their anxious parents 
and get some rest.

Saintsmen Love Spain: El Viaje de la Vida
The eight Saintsmen that went raved 

about the experience, even going so far as 
wanting to take another European Travel 
course next year. “We hope some of our 
other brothers have the opportunity to take 
this class sometime in their Saints career,” 
said Ryan Hsu, a junior. “This has made 
memories for a lifetime.”

The Augustinian would like to thank 
Patrick Hagan (’14), Ryan Hsu (’14), and 
Greg Barajas (’14) for their help contribut-
ing to this article.

Saintsmen at the Plaza España in Sevilla, Spain. From left: Ryan Hsu, Greg Barajas, David Rivera, Matt 
Smith, Thomas Blick, Ramon Riesgo, Joe Preimesberger, and Patrick Hagan. Photo Credit: Mr. Linville

for the Holy Father,” said Fr. Kirk, “I think it 
was one that he didn’t take lightly, I think it’s 
one that he hinted at, and has spoken of the idea 
of a pope resigning.” 

The question remains: what will happen to 
the pope now? Pope Benedict XVI has indicat-
ed that he wants to live in a monastery within 
the Vatican. 

“I think by retiring, he wants to reflect and 
write, he is a theologian after all. The pope’s 
schedule demands a lot and he is 85 years old,” 
said Fr. Alvin.

Some are concerned that the former pope 
might influence the upcoming election for his 
successor. 

“I don’t think he’ll get involved with the 
election,” said Mr. Vignol. “He is probably just 
going to pull back and say, ‘I’m done, you do 
it.’ It would be a really bad precedent to inter-
fere and influence the election and I think he 
knows that’s something he should not get in-
volved in.” 

The pope is above the age of 80 and would 
not be allowed to participate in the conclave 
anyway.

Mr. Vignol also notes, “It might set a prec-
edent. The tradition of popes resigning is not 
exactly an extensive one. But being a modern 
pope, and saying ‘I’m no longer able to do the 
job’ is very impressive. The idea made: a pope 
must weigh his physical abilities versus the 
idea to continue. And at some point, one out 
weighs the other.”

Though the Catholic community is shaken 
up after this event, the general consenus seems 
to be that it will prove beneficial to the Church 
in the future. 

“I believe the pope’s resignation shows 
a lot of progress by the Vatican to be open 
minded and forward thinking,” commented 
Mr. Pruter. 

As we wait for the election of the next 
pope, we can only hope that our next pope is 
brave enough to make the same decision as 
Benedict XVI.

The Bellflower Blossoms ➤ Pope
Continued from Page 1

By Andrew Gaylord ('13)
EDITOR

And Alexander Danilowicz ('15)
EDITOR

Gangnam Style. Charlie Bit 
My Finger. Double Rainbow. And now... 
Bellflower. Nearly a decade in the making, 
“Bellflower” by Mr. Michael Inzunza hit 
the web on February 2. Ten days later, the 
chords of “Bellflower” began to echo in the 
halls of the Saints campus. Here’s what the 
man behind the music has to say:

 Alex Danilowicz: How long have 
you been playing music?

 Michael Inzunza: I was never 
given any formal music lessons; I can’t 
even read music. I just do everything by 
memory. My first musical experience was 
actually playing in the Saints Band. I let-

tered, playing the baritone, bass guitar, and 
drums. Within a semester of joining the 
Saints band, I formed my own rock band, 
The Rivals. We would play at lunch, OLP, 
and school dances. The Rivals got second 
place in the San Diego County Battle of the 
Bands with 91X in 1988. My college band, 
The Brandy Alexanders, was awarded the 
San Diego Music Academy’s Album of the 
Year. While we were touring through LA, 
we was noticed by an MTV producer, who 
asked us for permission to use our music in 
some of their reality shows, like The Real 
World and Road Rules.

 AD: When and where did you film 
the video?

 MI: It was all filmed in a few 
hours the day before coming back from 
Christmas break. My friend Joaquin Eli-
zondo, who works as a TV producer, filmed 
and edited the video. It was shot at various 
locations in Chula Vista, like the Salt Works 

off J street, the train tracks, and 
on top of the big water tower 
overlooking San Diego. 

AD: What’s the inspiration 
behind the song?

MI: Ninety percent of the 
world’s songs are about love. 
“Bellflower” falls into that cat-
egory. It’s really about falling 
in love and the trials and tribu-
lations of getting over heart-
ache. I wrote the song when 
I first started dating my wife. 
That’s where I got the line, “I 
hardly even know your name.”

AD: What’s the meaning 
behind the title “Bellflower”?

MI: I was on the phone 
with my girlfriend while walk-
ing around after my friend’s 
wedding in Long Beach. When 
the phone call ended, I looked 

up and saw a street sign that said 
“Bellflower”. It’s funny because sometimes 
my daughters say to me, “Mama is your 
Bellflower.”

AD: Would you ever consider going on 
tour again?

MI: If someone offered me a $100,000 
check to go on tour, I’d say no. I love my 
job at Saints, and nobody wants to see a 
gray-bearded man on stage. But, if Saints-
men see and like what they hear, I’m going 
to keep writing and putting out more vid-
eos. Stay tuned.

For those of you who love his music, 
fret not, Mr. Inzunza is planning on posting 
another video in a few months and wants to 
finish his album by the end of the year. He 
plans on making 1,000 copies of his album 
and giving them out to Saintsmen for free. 
“I’m doing this purely for the passion and 
love of music, no other reason,” said Mr. 
Inzunza.

A screenshot taken from his YouTube video “Bellflower”, currently at 1,067 views and counting.
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Superstar Saintsmen Fill Their Red Bags With Love
Michael McRoskey and Kevin Bitar Set Out to Help the Homeless 

Love makes the world go 
round, so they say. Valentine’s 
Day reminds us of this. Love is 

one of our Augustinian/Gospel values here 
at Saints: love, truth and community. As one 
author says: Love is undoubtedly the world’s 
most discussed emotion. Yet, it serves to la-
bel all sorts of behavior. People kill to prove 
their “love.” They commit suicide because 
they lost their “love.” Individuals live in 
mutilating commitments for a lifetime out 
of “love.” People manipulate each other be-
cause of their need, feelings and values – all 
under the auspices of “love.” 

Jesus said: Love your neighbor as your-
self. We are to love God, love our neighbor 
and love ourselves. Let’s reflect on this a bit, 
again from the same author. Whenever love 
of any kind is discussed, the basic question 
is: How much do you love yourself? Be-
cause you cannot give what you don’t have. 
A person can give love (which is different 
than “lending” love) only to the degree that 
he has it. A young man who was to be mar-
ried said: “I can’t figure out why Susan wants 
to marry me–why, I wouldn’t want to marry 

Junior Saintsmen Michael 
McRoskey and Kevin Bitar have 
teamed up outside of the class-

room to change the lives of the homeless, 
one bag at a time. 

In 2010 Michael founded The Red Bag, 
Inc., a non-profit corporation devoted to pro-
viding material and spiritual nourishment 
to those who need it most. Kevin joined the 
project in August 2012, acting as The Red 
Bag’s Director of Ambassadors.

What is a Red Bag? The better question: 
what isn’t a Red Bag? An energy bar, bottled 
water, raisins, trail mix, beef jerky, chewing 
gum, and a hand wipe, all packed into one 
reusable, recyclable, and waterproof draw-
string bag. For five dollars you get a care 
package of essentials to have at the ready 
in your car to distribute to a homeless per-
son in need. Michael and Kevin encourage 
everyone who purchases a Red Bag to add 
a personal note or prayer, as well as toilet-
ries, warm socks, fruit or a blanket. Have 
you ever felt compassion for a beggar on the 
street, but were reluctant to give money that 
might be abetting substance abuse? Then 
Red Bag is for you.

 “By keeping a Red Bag in your car, you 
will be equipped with a kit that makes it easy 
to help our neighbors in need. Instead of giv-
ing cash that may feed an addiction or bad 
habit, you’re providing the gift of encour-
agement and nutrition in a way that treats 
our neighbors with dignity and respect,” said 
Michael.

It all started 3 years ago, during Michael 
and Kevin’s freshman year. The concept 
behind The Red Bag was inspired by Mr. 
Cudal’s Honors English I class’ downtown 
homeless service project. After handing out 
sack lunches for a mere 15 minutes, all of 
the class’ prepared food was allocated with-
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Chaplain's Corner: Love Matters
By Fr. Bob Gavotto me!” When someone feels this way about 

himself, it constitutes a very weak basis for a 
love relationship.

People who love and appreciate them-
selves in a healthy way have several charac-
teristics in common. They treat themselves 
just as they would someone else whom they 
love: they enjoy life; they refuse to be domi-
nated or manipulated; they make decisions 
that are good for them; they socialize with 
people who treat them kindly; they avoid 
people who injure them; they behave respon-
sibly, thus avoiding unnecessary trouble; 
they assert themselves and ask for what they 
need; they are self-respecting, which pre-
cludes prostituting themselves for anything 
or anybody.

A person with self-love has had many 
years of practice at loving somebody (the 
self) and can easily transfer some of this love 
to another. The person who lacks self-love 
will likely date someone or marry someone 
to fill a personal void.

Every Thursday morning our St. Monica 
Prayer Group closes the general intercessions 
at Mass with a prayer written by Fr. John Sand-

reservations at Hooters for 7. Not too 
early, not too late. I had the greatest 
night of my life. I mean, she paid for 
dinner, we shared some garlic bread, 
and I had a spicy buffalo chicken wing 
and rib combo. I even pulled the clas-
sic “order her a salad” move. I had a 
great time, and with Valentine’s Day 
just around the corner, I wanna repeat 
the magic. Only problem is that this girl 
wont answer any of my text messages 
or phone calls. You have gotta tell me 
what to do!

Signed,
Dine and Dash

Dear Abraca-bye-bye,

I think you blew it dude. From what you just 
described to me, it sounds like your dinner 
wasn’t just a train wreck. It was a massive 
twelve-car pileup with brains and guts and vi-
tal organs splattered as far as the eye can see. 
And the fact that you thought it went great is 
basically the equivalent of sending in a herd of 
post-apocalyptic zombies onto the car scene. I 
honestly think you broke EVERY LAST first 
date rule. You took a girl to a sports bar with 
food and then you made her pay. You probably 
walked around breathing garlic all over her and 
she didn’t even get to order for herself while 
you sat there talking with ribs spilling out of 
your mouth. I’d rent yourself a nice romantic 
comedy and a box of recently on the mar-
ket Girl Scout cookies and make the most of 
your lonely Valentine’s Day, because you, my 
friend, just made that girl magically disappear.

Signed,
Sudafed

By Evan Suda ('13)
MANAGING EDITOR

Dear Sudafed,

I just wanted to let you know that my girl-
friend and I are going strong! Valentine’s 
Day is coming up soon and when I asked 
her what she wanted she said, “Nothing.” 
How great is that? Isn’t she the best?!

Signed,
The Luckiest Guy in the World

Dear Not Gonna Have a Girlfriend 
Much Longer,

Are you serious? Don’t you dare listen to that 
“nothing!” Before you know it, you’ll believe 
her when she says, “Do whatever you want,” 
“I’m fine,” and “It’s not you. It’s me.” This 
is the time when the men are separated from 
the boys. This is when you decide if you can 
handle the heat of Valentine’s Day. You need 
to step up and get her a real gift, or better yet, 
gifts. Go big or go home. Flowers, chocolate, 
creative teddy bears, what have you. If you’re 
looking forward to the single life, then go 
ahead and keep at it champ! But if you plan 
on remaining a happily courted man, then I’d 
listen to Bruno Mars and bring her flowers.

Signed, 
Sudafed 

Dear Sudafed,

I met this really great girl about 2 
weeks ago and I asked her out to din-
ner that night. This girl is special, so 
I pulled out all the stops. I made us 

Dear Sudafed: Valentine's Edition

out even covering a city block.
“What would Jesus do? Well, whatever 

he would do, Michael McRoskey and Kevin 
Bitar are getting it done,” said Mr. Cudal, 
who has been organizing the service project 
for the last 3 years.

San Diego had the third largest homeless 
population of any American metropolitan 
area in 2012, surpassed only by New York 
City and Los Angeles.

“Homeless people weren't new to me–I 
had seen them on street corners and off my 
freeway exit – but something about seeing 
them so hungry and so thankful sparked an 

idea. What if anyone could do what my class 
did? And so the Red Bag began,” said Mi-
chael.

Since its inception, The Red Bag has sold 
over 1500 bags. After its first two years of 
operations and countless hours of hard work, 
The Red Bag was granted official non-profit 
status in August 2012. “It’s going really 
well,” said Kevin. In an effort to get their lo-
cal community involved, Michael and Kevin 
speak at youth groups, local organizations, 
and businesses in the area. Additionally, The 
Red Bag has its own social media campaign 
to reach beyond San Diego. Michael and 

Kevin encourage students to like The Red 
Bag on Facebook and to visit www.red-bag.
org for more information. You can purchase 
Red Bags individually or in bulk from the 
website, or by contacting Michael or Kevin.

“Red Bag was founded on the princi-
ple that a small act of kindness can change 
lives–one person at a time,” said Michael. 
Clearly, Michael and Kevin are undertaking 
an effort that epitomizes the Catholic values 
of Saint Augustine High School.

The Augustinian would like to thank 
Stephanie Castillo for her help contributing 
to this article.

A gift better than a Valentine. Photo Credit: Aaron Balin ('14)

SEE Chaplain's Corner, pg. 4
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Join the Saints 
Players for a 

“Murder Mystery Theatre Dinner” 
experience as they perform…

The Night I Died at the Palace Theatre

Set in a 1940s theatre, the actors are just 
getting ready to rehearse the final scene 
for their latest production when the direc-
tor is found dead onstage. There's a lot of 
disbelief among the troupe until it becomes 
quite evident that someone has, indeed, 
shuffled off this mortal coil. Watch as the 
baby-faced detective Jimmy Todd puts to-
gether the clues. Was the director murdered 
for what was in that missing final scene? 
Clues intermingle with unveiled threats as 
cast member turns against cast member. 
Who heard the final word uttered by Dex-
ter the director? 

Where: St. Patrick’s Parish Hall -  3583 
30th Street  San Diego

When: Wednesday-March 6th  & 
Thursday-7th: Seating 6pm, 

Dinner served 6:30pm
Saturday-March 9th (Time TBA)

Sunday-10th: Seating 6:30pm,
Dinner Served 6:50 pm

Adults $20 
Seniors (62 yrs.) and Children (under 

12) $15

This is a reserved event only. 
Please purchase your tickets online at

www.tiktz.com/index.php (a small transac-
tion fee is required)

Enter your zip code, and you are in.

For more information please see 
www.sahs.org

ers, O.S.A., a former principal and brother of 
Fr. Gary Sanders. This is a prayer for parents 
to pray for their sons. It ends with: “Let my 
son become a man committed to the Gospel of 
your son, Jesus. Grant him a lasting faith, and 
lead him to a profound love for You, his fam-
ily, and himself.” (Emphasis added)

Valentine's Day Blues By Jason Mapa ('13) Artwork by Sebastian Torres ('15)

I love my 
boyfriend!

I wish I had a boy-
friend who gave 

me something like 
that!

Ok this is kind of 
getting heavy... I hate my boyfriend.

I'm so glad I'm 
single.

“It’s a tradition,” he said. “We went out to eat 
and went shopping after. It was a lot of fun.” 
Even students whose grandparents were un-
able to come enjoyed it. José Armando Fer-
nandez Guerrero (’13) has never had his own 
grandparents visit.  “From a person who has 
never had a Grandparents' Day (with his own 
grandparents), I see the importance of it really 
clearly. It is about connecting with someone 
who has lived through what you have and 
seeing what they have become through time. 
Since one cannot repeat the past, one hopes a 
grandparent's advice helps, since they have had 
experience with their own lives and children.”

The guests appreciated it, too. Kyle Daly’s 
(’13) grandpa said after the event, “I can see 
why Kyle chose to go to school here. I wish I 
went to school here.”  And not all the visitors 

engage in small talk, the main rules are to be 
yourself and stay classy. This isn’t a Broad-
way show, so don’t act like someone you’re 
not. When you’re getting to know someone, 
it’s important to showcase the true you. 

Let’s recap:
1. Be confident, but don’t be arrogant.
2. Look your best and dress to impress.
3. Muster the courage to at least intro-

duce yourself--what a great start!
4. Maintain good eye contact and pos-

ture--they both project confidence. And 
smile!

5. Be yourself. You might as well show 
her who you really are up front.

6. Pay attention to her when she talks to 
you--it shows respect.

reflects who you really are. When you talk 
to a guy, you don’t want him to get some 
false impression of you. “It’s always impor-
tant to keep eye contact too. Girls making 
eye contact? Ahh sweet,” said Kyle Mishky 
(‘13).

Finally, when you make it to the con-
versation stage, the most important part is 
to just have fun. Let him get to know you 
and listen when he has something to say. 
Always remember to talk about stuff you’re 
interested in, unless that happens to be dog 
fighting. Then it’s okay to lie. 

Saintsmen Design Games Over Intersession

Ahh, Intersession. Once a year, 
for one month, Saints is the envy 

of the San Diego School District. In lieu of 
school, Saintsmen go golfing, fix cars, or, in 
the case of a lucky few, design board games 
under Mr. Weber’s watchful eye. That’s right, 
for one month, Mr. Weber’s classroom is home 
to a cornucopia of budding game developers, 
who play, study, and design their own board 
games. It’s called Gaming Theory and Design 
(not “game theory,” gaming theory), and it 
remains one of the most intriguing choices in 
next year’s Intersession course catalog. 

However, despite Mr. Weber’s best ef-
forts, there remains one major misconception 
about this course. Many have thought the class 
to deal with the production and development 
of video games. In fact, the course is focused 
entirely on board and card games. According 
to Mr. Weber, “Video games are, at their core, 
board games that have been programmed.”  
Accordingly, much can be learned about gam-
ing theory from video games; however, since 
Mr. Weber does not program, the course deals 
with what he is an expert in, namely, board 
games. In fact, the entire goal of the course is 
the successful design and testing of a board 
game. With his sixteen enthusiastic students, 
Mr. Weber watched as the four groups used 
their background in board games to develop 
their own games. Ultimately, after researching, 
planning, writing rules, play testing, revising, 
and more play testing, the groups emerged 
with four excellent games, two of which are 
seeking professional publication. The games 
were as follows: 

Wasteland Wanderers
Based on a post-apocalyptic San Diego, 

Wasteland Wanderers focuses on two to four 
people attempting to gain control of territories 
for their resources. Wasteland Wanderers both 
borrows and improves some of the game me-

By Ian Harkness ('15)
STAFF WRITER

were grandparents. Will Raines ('13) invited 
his godparents in place of his grandparents. “I 
really enjoyed it.  We’ve never taken a tour, and 
we appreciate being invited to come.  We’re 
even considering sending our grandchildren 
here in the future,” said his godfather.

There is little to no possibility of any law 
that forces children to pay attention to their ag-
ing grandparents coming to the United States.  
Luckily, it looks like we don’t need one any-
way.

➤ Grandparents
Continued from Page 1

➤ Chaplain's Corner
Continued from Page 3

➤ For the Guys
Continued from Page 1

➤ For the Girls
Continued from Page 1

So the next time you’re nervous about 
approaching a girl, don’t be. You’ve just re-
ceived advice from those who know best--
girls themselves! Good Luck! 

chanics from Risk, providing anyone who’s 
played Risk before with a familiar but unique 
experience 

Horizon
Taking inspiration from Monopoly and 

Risk, Horizon focuses on acquiring territory, 
and strategically taking control. Unlike Risk, 
the units in Horizon are only available via pur-
chase, making money an important part of the 
game.

Castles and Crowns
Castles and Crowns is among the games 

seeking publication, and, after a finalization of 
the rules, should be sent in soon. With a focus 
on resource and money management, upgrad-
ing villages, and taking control, Castles and 
Crowns is a game for those interested in strate-
gic maneuvering and ruining friendships!

All or Nothing
Unique for its relatively short play time, All 

or Nothing is a game centered around snipers, 

tanks, and infantry. Taking advantage of ter-
rain features (such as trees, which give snipers 
a sight advantage, and help conceal troops), 
players must maneuver their troops into a cen-
tral area, which they must hold from attackers 
for a certain amount of time. With any luck, All 
or Nothing will seek publication.

Clearly, the class resulted in some excellent 
games, and even more excellent times. The stu-
dents in the class had a great time, and in the 
end, four promising games were crafted. For-
tunately for Saintsmen, the course will be en-
thusiastically offered next year with Mr. Weber 
at the helm. Mr. Weber has high hopes for the 
course. According to him, “Someday, it’s en-
tirely possible that someone from this class will 
design the next big game, and make hundreds 
of thousands of dollars from it!” But even if 
success is not found, the class promises to be 
entertaining, exciting, and informative, and in 
the end, a great choice for any Saintsman. 

Landon Mote ('14), Mike Handy ('15) and Francis Sapien ('15) play Horizon, a 
game they created in the class. Photo Credit: Mr. Weber


