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Farewell Father Alvin Paligutan

Saints Baseball Wins League Championship

New ASB Team 
Promises More 
Girls, Soda

Once a year, after a series of pre-
liminary elections, a stirring audito-

rium debate, and one final, even more difficult 
election, a new team of ASB executive officers 
emerges, ready to lead Saint Augustine High 
School. This year’s ASB Servant Leadership 
Ceremony, held this very afternoon at Vasey 
Patio, will see the torch passed from our fear-
less leader Eli Ashenafi (‘13) to the new ASB 
executive president, the unflappable Michael 
McRoskey (‘14). Knowing he has massive 
shoes to fill, McRoskey faces the challenge 
with a smile, confident of his abilities. By 
spending many mornings over the past three 
years in the ASB room, McRoskey has learned 
a few things. 

“I understand how events work, but I’m 

SEE The Executive Bunch, pg. 3

By Alexander Danilowicz ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

By Justin Toscano ('14)
OPERATIONAL MANAGER

Father Alvin Paligutan will be 
relocating to Villanova Preparatory 

School in Ojai next year, where he will teach 
freshman religion. His new assignment from 
the Province of St. Augustine in California 
will put him about an hour and a half northwest 
of Los Angeles at a co-ed Augustinian high 
school with 270 students.

“It will be different teaching at a smaller 
school,” said Fr. Alvin.

This year, Villanova Prep had only three 
religion teachers for four grade levels. Short-
staffed, they were in need of a ninth grade 
religion teacher. Luckily, the Augustinians 
knew just the man.

“It will definitely strengthen the mission 
of the school to have an Augustinian priest 
as a teacher,” said Sister Rachel Yourgules, 
who teaches 10th grade religion classes at 
Villanova Prep.

  In July, Fr. Alvin will pack his belongings 
and move out of the monastery. He will 
move into an Augustinian apartment on the 
Villanova Prep campus. 

All throughout the Saints campus, people 
have great things to say about Fr. Alvin's time 
at Saints.

“He is an amazing religion teacher,” said 
Matthew Martin (‘15). “Our block actually 
got together to sign a petition so he could 
stay.”

“We are going to miss him in the 
classroom, but mostly, we are going to miss 
his gentle spirit and the ways he enriches 
our Augustinian high school,” said Saint 
Augustine Principal, Mr. Horne.

Mr. Bachynsky, the Religion Department 
chairman, has had the pleasure of observing 
Fr. Alvin’s teaching on several occasions.

“Fr. Alvin is without exception the most 
SEE Fr. Alvin's Farewell, pg. 8 Photo credit: Aaron Balin ('14)
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Executive President
Michael McRoskey

By Ian Harkness ('15)
EDITOR

Aloha! Unfortunately, in this case it means goodbye.

The baseball team charges the mound after defeating arch-rival Dons.

AugustiniAn
the

The Saints varsity baseball 
team won the Eastern league 

championship after defeating arch-rival 
Cathedral Catholic 6-1 last Thursday, May 
16th. The commanding performance, which 
brought home their 17th league title, was 
lead by senior Elliott Stepanof, who pitched 
five shutout innings in a two hit perfor-
mance and senior Taylor Ahearn, who went 
3 for 3 at the plate, including a home run. 

The season sweep earned Thursday is 
the first time anyone can remember Saints 
winning all three games against Cathedral 
in one season. Saints held the Dons to just 
two runs in their three games and are now 
the third seed in this year’s San Diego Sec-
tion CIF Playoffs.  

“Our offense is better than it has been 
in the past years and I think the team this 
year is more determined to get the job done. 
I'm feeling great going into the playoffs, but 
I think we could have been seeded higher 
given our success this season. However, 
you still have to beat everyone to win a 
championship and I think our team under-
stands that and is up to the challenge,” said 
Coach Craig da Luz (‘93), who is in his 

fifth year as the head coach of Saints varsity 
baseball.  

Saints opened the season by winning 
the Bill Whittaker Classic, an annual San 
Diego high school baseball tournament. 
Saints went 23-7 this spring, with several 
notable wins, including 
three victories against the 
Dons and a comeback win 
against University City, 
which ended with a walk-
off home run in the eighth 
inning from Tyler Hofstee 
('13).  Fittingly, Saints end-
ed the regular season with 
two wins against Cathedral 
to solidify their spot in this 
year's CIF playoffs. 

 “We had a great season 
and we really grew together 
as it progressed. Sweeping 
Cathedral and playing at 
Petco Park were definitely 
the highlights,” said pitcher 
Elliott Stepanof ('13).

As they near the play-
offs, Saints is playing their 
best ball of the season. They 
are ranked 228 in the na-

tion, and 40th in the state of California. 
“We are playing at a high intensity and 

we will carry it over into the playoffs,” said 
first baseman Tyler Hofstee (‘13).

Heading into the playoffs, the Saints 
baseball team is focused and resilient.  

“We're pretty confident after that clean 
sweep against Cathedral. We know that 
we're the best team in the county as long as 
we play our game,” said junior Kiko Garcia 
('14).  

SEE League Champs, pg. 8
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The shepherd tends his sheep.

Saintsman of the Issue: Jason Mapa 

In the beginning there was 
nothing. So the Lord created 

light and darkness, He created the heavens 
and the earth, the creatures of the land and 
the creatures of the sea, He created man and 
woman. And it was good. But it was miss-
ing something. So the Lord brought togeth-
er a Filipino man and woman and created 
for them a beautiful baby. And he was good. 
No he was better than good. He was amaz-
ing. 18 years ago on March 20, 1995, the 
Lord bestowed upon the Earth Jason Mapa.

You may recognize this brown-eyed 
beauty from his melodic voice in the Mass 
band at Saints or his picturesque physique 
as he marches his way around Saints. But 
like all great superheroes, Jason’s backstory 
is shrouded in mystery and a major factor 
in understanding who he is and the man he 
will become.

Take for instance Jason’s humble be-
ginnings. Jason was born of two Filipino 
immigrants to the United States who em-
bodied the American dream. Jason, born in 
America, grew up seeing the United States 
as a land of opportunity and promise. And 
when it came to make his college choice, he 
knew that he wanted to give back.

“I decided I wanted to go the Naval 
Academy for several reasons, the first be-
ing that the military gave my dad the ability 
to provide for my family, and I want to be 
able to do the same. The second is that my 
dad enlisted, and I wanted to follow in his 
footsteps while also doing it my own way,” 
said Jason.

At the risk of beating this analogy like 
a dead horse, every superhero is good at 

many things. Superman is super strong, 
can fly, has heat and x-ray vision, and can 
go faster than a locomotive. Iron Man 
can... well... spend his money. But his suits 
can fly and blow stuff up, so he counts. 
But every superhero has a character flaw, 
a “kryptonite.” Superman can never fit into 
humanity and he can’t touch actual kryp-
tonite. Iron Man is narcissistic and has 
shrapnel threatening to stab into his heart. 
Jason on the other hand, doesn’t have any 
such problems. The boy can dance, the boy 
can sing, the boy can do anything. (Hey, 
we just wrote his superhero catchphrase!)

“It’s the love he shows for others that 
gets me the most,” said Emilio Rivera 
(‘13). “Back in third grade, I was making 
fun of a girl that he liked and Jason kept 
telling me to stop. Needless to say, I was in 
third grade and didn’t want to stop because 
I thought girls were weird. So Jason de-
fended his woman by Naruto punching me 
in the chest. I ended up on the ground gasp-
ing for air. His second degree black belt in 
taekwondo really came in handy that day 
and I never made fun of anyone that Jason 
cared about ever again. Which, luckily for 
you, is everyone.”

In all seriousness, Jason can do any-
thing. He served as class president fresh-
man and sophomore years, plays volley-
ball and lacrosse, and was our merciful 
leader and editor-in-chief, whom we love 
more than the North Koreans love the Kim 
family. Talk to anyone in school, teachers 
and students alike, and you will hear the 
same responses, “Oh Jason Mapa. Yeah 
I know him. His voice makes my heart 
stop.” Or “Oh yeah, he has a 207.45% in 
AP Calc, which is pretty much the hardest 
class on the planet.” However, my personal 
favorite response was, “Huh? You mean all 
that stuff I thought was done by about 20 
different people is done by only one kid?! 
What was his name again?” His name is 
Mapa. Jason Mapa.

By Evan Suda ('13)
EDITOR EMERITUS

Photo credit: Aaron Balin ('14)

And by Andrew Gaylord ('13)
EDITOR EMERITUS

Mr. Inzunza's New Music 
Video Releases June 1st

Following the viral success 
of “Bellflower,” generated by 

the support of the Saints student body, Mr. 
Inzunza’s second music video, “Believe,” 
will be uploaded to YouTube June 1st. Since 
February, Mr. Inzunza’s first video, “Bell-
flower,” has accumulated a whopping 4,500 
views, and is now trending about 20-30 hits 
every day. A Southwest Airlines West Coast 
Representative, a friend of Mr. Inzunza on 
Facebook, saw the growing volume of online 
traffic for “Bellflower.” Southwest then con-
tacted Mr. Inzunza, asking him to become the 
official travel sponsor of Southwest Airlines. 

In return, a Southwest still ad will be placed at 
the beginning of “Believe” as well as “I Love 
You Everyday,” Mr. Inzunza’s third video, 
which is set to be filmed in July in Times 
Square, New York. Travel arrangements will 
be fully paid by Southwest Airlines.

“Honestly, the attention Saints gave Bell-
flower is the catalyst for my decision to record 
a full length album, and why I’ve continued 
recording music videos,” said Mr. Inzunza. 
The Saints graduate of '91 picked up his love 
for music when he joined the band his fresh-
man year. Mr. Inzunza plays all the guitars, 
bass, and vocals for “Believe.” His studio 
engineer and producer, Jeff Forrest, plays the 
drum and accordion parts.

A screenshot from “Believe,” which will be uploaded June 1st.

“I give credit to the Saints community for 
Bellflower going viral, therefore I felt obli-
gated to have my next music video done by 
a Saintsman,” said Mr. Inzunza. “Why not in-

clude Saints in the process?”
All footage for “Believe” was 

shot by junior Jack Downey at 
his grandfather’s resort, Casa Del 
Zorro, in Borrego Springs.

 “While I could depend on 
professional cinematographers, 
like Joaquin Elizondo who filmed 
Bellflower, I thought it would be 
an incredible experience for one of 
our very own Saintsmen to shoot 
my next video. I knew I could trust 
Jack; he has incredible talent,” 
said Mr. Inzunza, who knows Jack 
from their work together on the 
ASB video announcements.

“Mr. Inzunza has a very 
unique creative process and is re-
ally fun to work with,” said Jack 
Downey. “The new video is an ex-
cellent complement to Bellflower, 
and much more work was put into 
it.”

Mr. Inzunza rented HD camer-

as, sliders, lights, and other equipment for the 
two days of filming in Borrego Springs. Jack 
attached his GoPro to Mr. Inzunza’s Jeep for 
the driving sequences. The performance foot-
age was shot in a single day, and the story line 
footage on another, all during spring break.

“A lot of Saintsmen told me that Bell-
flower lacked a story, so I wanted to include 
a plot in this next video,” said Mr. Inzunza. 
“I really had Saintsmen in mind, so I thought 
it would be funny if they saw Inzunza as the 
subject of joke. The video is a romantic dra-
matic comedy.”

Mr. Inzunza’s wife, Alejandra, makes a 
cameo in the “Believe” music video. The lead 
female role however, is Mrs. Inzunza’s best 
friend, Shantell Olvera, who plays the role of 
Mr. Inzunza’s “girl” in the video.

Miguel Contreras, Mr. Inzunza’s good 
friend and actor, plays the hotel desk clerk, 
who ends up flirting with Mr. Inzunza’s girl 
in the video. He also demonstrates some ex-
ceptional kung fu moves; you’ll have to go to 
Mr. Inzunza’s YouTube Channel on June 1st 
for more on that.

Since the release of “Bellflower,” Mr. 
Inzunza has written seven more songs, in-

By Alex Danilowicz ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Photo credit: Jack Downey ('14) SEE Believe, pg. 8

Contact us: saintsnewspaper@gmail.com
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Welcoming New ASB Executive Crew

Executive Vice President
Tyler Hadzicki

Executive Commissioner 
of Communications

Krauss Drachenberg

Executive Commissioner 
of Communications

Josh Morones

Executive Commissioner 
of Athletics

Frank Buncom IV

Executive Commissioner 
of Publicity

Christian onwuka

Executive Treasurer
Matthew O'Connor

Executive Secretary
Diego Garcia

➤ The Executive Bunch
Continued from Page 1

Are you a senior? If so, do you 
find yourself suddenly not caring 

about school? Does “C” look like an impres-
sive grade when you get a test back? Does 
every word coming out of teachers’ mouths 
sound like “quah-whah, blah, blah, blah, 
kah-wah-wah-wah?” If so, you might be best 
served by seeking a diagnosis for what might 
be a psychological condition known as se-
nioritis.

Senioritis has been around for a long time. 
Historically, it has led to countless downfalls, 
such as the fall of Rome and Troy. More re-
cently, senioritis is what caused Justin Bieber 
to get signed and led to Nicki Minaj's increase 
in popularity. How? Experts have asked if they 
can submit their data on a later date due to pro-
crastination.

Mrs. Jenny Walsh of the University of 
Notre Dame recently conducted a study deter-
mining the symptoms of senioritis and quanti-
fying its pathology. “The problem with this dis-
order is that it is contagious,” said Mrs. Walsh. 
“Senioritis has not only spread throughout the 
senior class, but also throughout the Saints 
faculty. This is evident in the amount of desk 
clutter and ungraded assignments.”

She claims that she has never fallen ill 
of senioritis herself, but she has felt the full 
blunt force of its repercussions. An example 
she gave was sleeping in class. One particular 
instance involved senior Andrew White. Ap-
parently, he was sleeping so hard in class that 
Mrs. Walsh had to physically wake him up 
from REM sleep, even after she had dropped a 
book on his desk. 

Because of the growing prevalence of 
senioritis, Mrs. Walsh decided to make her 
psychology classes create diagnostic criteria 
for it, as if it were a true mental disorder. The 
classes diagnosed senioritis with the following 

By Will Raines ('13)
STAFF WRITER symptoms: 

There is a pervasive pattern of lack of in-
terest, extreme fatigue, and disregard for work.

It can be recognized by three or more of 
the following:

1. Failure to complete at least 50% of   
    schoolwork
2. Drowsiness and fatigue during class
3. Complete disregard for personal ap-
    pearances
4. Disregard for authority figures
5. Extensive use of excuses 
6. Extreme procrastination
7. Increased tardies
Senioritis can even affect the best of us. 

For example, state champion Drew Madsen 
said this about senioritis: “Besides the fact 
that I haven't done any homework in the past 
month, senioritis hasn't been too much of 
a factor. But seriously, why bother coming 
to school anymore? In the famous 
words of the Papa Blump: 'make it to 
April.'”

“Senioritis really started kicking 
in during March,” said senior Ben 
Piorkowski. “That's when you start 
getting accepted into colleges and 
you make decisions about next year. 
Your focus is on the next chapter of 
your life so you're not really thinking 
about what's going on at school to-
morrow. You're thinking about how 
much your life is changing and is go-
ing to keep changing these next few 
years.” 

Coach Haupt lent some of his 
words of wisdom to us as well.

“As a [high school] student, I 
honestly didn’t do too much my se-
nior year,” said Coach Haupt. “I was 
really busy with basketball and it al-
most seemed like the teachers had se-
nioritis themselves. As a teacher, I've 
noticed that students have almost 

a glaze over their eyes. Their brains are fried 
on some days, but they can be completely 
fine on other days. You guys are busy and it's 
completely understandable because it really 
is hard having to balance all that stuff. Not 
only are you guys involved in all that, but you 
also have to deal with the realization that high 
school is coming to an end and you're becom-
ing adults,” said Coach Haupt.

“I could always tell when senioritis kicks 
in because A-grade students turn to B-grade 
students,” said Coach Ozdowski who teaches 
Honors Pre-Calc and AP Stats. “You guys 
think you're so sly. You really don't think 
teachers can't tell that you're not paying atten-
tion? Here's how it goes, the homework grades 
drop (or homework isn't turned in) then the 
tests follow suit.”

So what can you do to combat senioritis?
“Ya'll are just a bunch of babies. You just 

A Senioritis Diagnosis
need to suck it up and do your homework,” 
Mrs. Walsh said. “My advice is to do the sub-
ject that you hate first. If you hate AP Stats, 
for example, then do that first thing when you 
get home to get it out of the way. Save the fun 
subjects like AP Psych for last.”

“Students need to realize that work never 
stops. There's no break between high school 
and college, just like there was no break be-
tween middle school and high school,” said 
Coach Oz. “My advice? My father always told 
me, 'I'll always be proud of you for trying as 
hard as you can, if a C is the best that you can 
do then good, but if I find out that you're slack-
ing, you better watch out.”

Senioritis has affected many of us, my-
self included. (This article was due three days 
ago.) But, like many of life’s struggles, it's 
something one can overcome with enough de-
termination.

Photo credit: Aaron Balin ('14)Robby DeCort taking notes during class... yeah, right.

In Search of...

determined to contribute a few new ideas I’ve 
been planning for a while,” said Michael. 

His new proposals include bringing back 
the beloved soda machines, more events with 
OLP, and ASB jackets available to the entire 
student body.

President McRoskey won’t be alone. 
“I’m really excited about the guys on ASB 

this year,” he said, “it’s a great group.” 
Mr. Inzunza will return as ASB Moderator 

for his second year, full of new ideas. Accord-
ing to McRoskey, “Mr. Inzunza has brought a 
completely new perspective; he’s shown us to 
work smarter, not harder.” Full of new ideas, 
and guided by Inzunza’s watchful gaze, there 
is no doubt that this year’s executive council 
will be a stellar addition to an already great 
Saints student body.
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CONGRATULATIONS  CLASS OF 2013! 

Mexico

Creighton University
Kevin Skinner

University of Missouri
Michael Cali
Josephn Ziber

University of Colorado, Boulder
Rico Dominguez

University of Colorado, CO Springs
Kyle Daly

Seattle Pacific University
Emilio Rivera

University of Oregon
Christopher Carlin
Gabriel Gomez
Joseph Moser

Seattle University
Will Gonzalez

Linfield College
Ryan Herburger

Gonzaga University
Eli Ashenafi
Max Kaderabek
Joseph Keane
Mariano Laguna
Nicholas Quiroga
Nicholas Vitha

UC Berkeley
Xavier Redondo

Sonoma State University
Zachary Golovko
Anthony Lopez
Luke Totah

San Jose State University
John Costa
Michael Deiters
Joe Howder
Nathan Samaniego
Ian Tronlinger

Santa Clara University
Alberto Acosta

USF
Thomas Macie
Mark Wolford

Saint Mary's College
of California
Quentin Martinez

Cal Maritime Academy
Noel Benitez

University of the Pacific
Jorge Aguilar
Spencer Calvert

UC Davis
Brynton Lemar
Matthew Meda
Thomas Wickett

UC Merced
Anthony Llevares

Claremont McKenna
Patrick Dixon

UC Santa Cruz
Cameron Roberts
Adrian Santos

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
Joseph Maalouf
Ryan Stamper

UCSB
Andrew Gaylord
Nicholas Hessling

UC Irvine
Huy Ha

Thomas Aquinas College
Jeffrey Benton

CSU Northridge
Justin Beck

Northern Arizona University
Jackson Chacon
Dallas Del Toro
Cole Edwards
Josiah Gilb
Christopher Graham
Steven Grosse
Alejandro Ibaibarriaga
Robert Kielty
Jack Leech
Andrew Lower
Gavin Quigley
Peter Rivera
Maxwell Robertson
Jake Ryan
John Taylor

CSU Fullerton
Antonio Faustino
Tyler Hofstee

Loyola Marymount
Luke Chapman
Austin Siragusa
Oscar Valenzuela
Occidental College
Robert Aragon
Robert Jertberg

Santa Barbara City College
Brent Jones
Elijah Sweat

USC
Nicholas Munoz

Pepperdine University
Nicholas Nadhir
David Francis

American Musical and 
Dramatic Academy
Matthew Ness

University of Redlands
Evan Suda

UCLA
Garrett Barclay

SDSU
Albert Alisasis
Joel Bautista
Brock Crecy
Cooper DeGraw
John Dixon
Daniel Flanagan
Patrick Gerardo
Patrick Lavelle
Gregory Lowe
Dominic Morgan
Kevin Osman
Darren Poland

Mesa College
Santino Acuna
James Benton
Christopher Lenox

USD
Flavio Borquez
Aaron Flynn
Charles Madruga
Ryan Merrill
John Yourg

UCSD
Joseph Ramm
Jordan Lapira

Southwestern College
Daniel Bartolome
Henry Gonzales
Brady Mendoza-Geitz

University of Arizona
Austin Hyatt
Andrew Leyva
Lance Martin
Nicholas Spardy

University of New Mexico
Luis Fernandez
Diego Gonzalez
Michael Martin

UC Riverside
Damian Carusillo

University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas
Connor Filley

San Diego City College
Michael Lindgren

Point Loma Nazarene
Matthew Palpallatoc
William Raines

San Diego Miramar College
Jerry Provencher
Gregory Heid

Cuyamaca College
Eric Dexter
Nick Toma
Grossmont College
Richard Franco
Raynald Marte
Scott Szafranksi
Matthew Vela

Palomar College
Alexander Kondan

CSU San Marcos
Alexander Gerick
Ross Lemmel
Elliot Stepanof
David Tran
Zachary Zickert

St. Edward's University
Joseph Barnes

Instituto Tecnologico de Monterrey
Juan Escalante
Adrian Ledesma
Universidad De La Salle Bajio
Omar Tapia
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CONGRATULATIONS  CLASS OF 2013! 

Mexico

Scotland

Special thanks to Mrs. Caine and Dr. Rey of the College Counseling Department

U.S. Naval Academy
Jason Mapa

Siena College
Taylor Ahearn

Cornell University
Jose Fernandez Guerrero

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Edrick Drachenberg

Central Michigan Univ.
Brandon Rodriguez

University of Notre Dame
Abelardo Corral

Creighton University
Kevin Skinner

Loyola Chicago
Manuel Martinez Pazzi

Marquette University
Isidoro Balistreri
Spencer Dixon
Scott Walsh

St. Louis University
Joe Saad

Maryville University
Thomas Blick

St. John's University
Joseph Kosen
Thomas McCarthy

University of Missouri
Michael Cali
Josephn Ziber

University of Colorado, Boulder
Rico Dominguez

University of Colorado, CO Springs
Kyle Daly

Villanova University
Kyle Beddow
Joesph McCabe
Luis Miranda
Ben Piorkowski

Northeastern University
Sebastian Alberdi
Cole Rougas
Tufts University
Drew Madsen

Boston College
Austin Schmid
Andrew White
MIT
Juan Miguel Rodriguez

University of Alabama
Alex LarsonUniversity of Dallas

Diego Healy
Southern Methodist University
Cole Schenewerk
Texas Christian University
Kyle MishkySt. Edward's University

Joseph Barnes

Samford University
Ryan Neck

University of St. Andrews
Jose Hank

Auburn University
James Filley

Stetson University
Tristan Juarez

Georgia Institute of Technology
Michael Balourdas

Emory University
Maxwell Nelson

The Citadel
Robert DeCort

Vanderbilt University
James Zehentbauer

Instituto Tecnologico de Monterrey
Juan Escalante
Adrian Ledesma
Universidad De La Salle Bajio
Omar Tapia

NYU
Francisco Ishino
St. Bonaventure University
Jack Drapp

Manhattan College
Dominic Chavez

Columbia University
Carlos Ruiz
Fordham University
Kyle Edmonds
Adrian Zavala
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Chaplain's
Corner

Are You a Dreamer?
Maybe you should be. Here 

are some quotes that might en-
courage you to be a dreamer. 

“It is not true that people stop pursuing 
dreams because they grow old. They grow 
old because they stop pursuing dreams” 
(Gabriel Marquez). “Go confidently in 
the direction of your dreams. Live the life 
you’ve imagined” (Henry David Thoreau). 
“The world needs dreamers and the world 
needs doers. But above all, the world needs 
dreamers who do” (Sarah Ban Breathnach). 
“If you aim at nothing, you'll hit it every 
time” (B.J. Marshall).  “You are never too 
young to dream BIG” (Anonymous).

Jesus himself was a dreamer.  He dreamt 
of all people becoming his brothers and sis-
ters and being one with him. Listen to Jesus 
speaking to his Father. “I pray not only for 
these [my disciples] but for those also who 
through their words will believe in me.  May 
they all be one.  Father, may they be one in 
us, as you are in me and I am in you…may 
they be so completely one that the world 
will realize that it was you who sent me and 
that I have loved them as much as you loved 
me….so that the love with which you loved 
me may be in them, and so that I may be in 
them” (John 17: 20-26).  Jesus dreamt BIG!

So did Pope Francis dream BIG after his 
election. “O, how I wish for a church that is 
poor and for the poor”  (March 16, 2013).

And so does Pope Francis encourage 

By Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A.

SEE SAVI Saints, pg. 8

Mrs. Crachy to Teach Full-Time
Reverend Brother Mark Steps in as Campus Ministry Director

By Michael McRoskey ('14)
EDITOR

Mrs. Crachy, our director 
of Campus Ministry, will be 

moving a room or two over next year. 
She's transitioning into her first teach-
ing role at Saints after five years work-
ing on class retreats, weekly masses, 
and Kairos. 

“I'm excited about the transition 
and learning how to manage a class-
room setting,” she said. “But I'll defi-
nitely miss seeing students in my office 
every day.”

Mrs. Crachy will be teaching full 
time in the Religion Department, 
though her specific subjects have yet to 
be determined. “I'm open to teaching 
any of the religion classes,” she said, 
“with the exception of Philosophy be-
cause I’m not Mr. Vignol.” 

Mr. Bachynsky, the current Religion 
Department chairman, is excited about hav-
ing her on board. “Mrs. Crachy will be an 
excellent addition to our department, and I 
wouldn’t be surprised to see her heading this 
department in a few years,” he said.

So who is stepping in to take Mrs. 
Crachy's place? Well, when Reverend Broth-
er Mark was asked what his dream job at 
Saints would be, he said he wanted to be the 
campus minister. It looks as though his dream 
is becoming a reality. “I’m really looking for-
ward to next year and can’t wait to continue 
what Mrs. Crachy has so perfectly started,” 

Will you be lucky enough to have Mrs. Crachy as a teacher? Photo: Aaron Balin ('14)

said Reverend Brother Mark. If you forget 
what he looks like, you may recognize him 
by his voice. He enjoys rapping, especially 
about his faith, and he’s set to be ordained 
June 15th, hence his new title, “reverend.”

Mrs. Crachy has always wanted to teach; 
however, it wasn't an easy decision for her to 
make. “I don't think I was ready for it to hap-
pen this quickly, but I don't know when an-
other opportunity would have come along,” 
she said. After fifteen Kairos retreats, five 
freshman retreats, five sophomore retreats, 
five junior retreats, and two recent senior re-
treats, Mrs. Crachy is ready to take on new 

challenges. “Now I have to deal with a grade-
book, lesson plans, and discipline on a new 
level,” she said. She’ll miss the atmosphere 
at Campus Ministry, though. “I’m proud that 
we created a space for any student to relax 
whether by eating candy, listening to music, 
watching YouTube, or bantering.”

“Of course, I’ll be available for Brother 
Mark if he needs anything,” she said. 

Campus Ministry won’t be the same 
without her, but now we will be fortunate 
enough to have her in the classroom. Let's 
hope she takes her microwave and mini-
fridge with her.

Brainstorming for a Savvier Saints

Six sophomores, led by chap-
erones Mr. Inzunza and Fr. Kirk, 
left Saints for the 4th annual 

SAVI leadership conference six weeks ago. 
This year, SAVI, the Student Augustinian 
Values Institute, was hosted by Malvern Pre-
paratory School, an Augustinian high school 
for boys 40 minutes northwest of Philadel-
phia. Next year, Saints will host the confer-
ence.

Frank Buncom, Alexander Danilowicz, 
Alec Drachenberg, Eammon Garland, Bryan 
Riel and I were selected by faculty and past 
SAVI participants to represent the Saints stu-
dent body. Every year, only sophomores are 
selected because “we want them to be able to 
take what they learned and experienced and 
bring it back to the Saints community for 
two more years,” said Fr. Kirk. After a jam-
packed weekend 2,300 miles from home, 
they brought back some big ideas to make 
Saints a better place.

The purpose of the trip, as stated by the 
Malvern Prep website was for “students to 
discuss and strengthen their own understand-
ing of the core values identified by St. Au-
gustine through a series of focused talks, stu-
dent group discussions, active service, social 
outings and other team building exercises.”

After a turbulent airplane ride, we ar-
rived in Philadelphia around 1 A.M. Despite 
the late hour, we were immediately greeted 
by fellow “Augustinian” students from Vil-
lanova Prep in Ojai, California (including 
girls!). After our introductions, we took a bus 
to the Comfort Inn near the airport.

The next morning we took a historic 
tour of Philadelphia and then a short bus 
ride to Malvern Prep where the conference 
was scheduled to begin. Although Malvern’s 
total enrollment consists of only 630 boys, 
their campus is a whopping 103 acres, with 
an olympic-sized swimming pool, squash 
courts, a crew simulator, two lacrosse fields, 

By Rex Hammock ('15)
STAFF WRITER

and a track/football field. When we got off 
the bus, we were led to our new home for the 
weekend, Malvern’s Spanish classroom. Our 
beds: wrestling mats and sleeping bags. 

After unpacking, we met our fellow stu-
dent participants from the eight other Augus-
tinian schools in North America: Villanova 
College in Toronto, Canada (co-ed), Austin 
Catholic Academy in Detroit (co-ed), Provi-
dence Catholic in Chicago (co-ed), St. Rita’s 
in Chicago (all boys), St. Rita of Cascia in 
Tulsa (co-ed), St. Augustine Prep in New Jer-
sey (all boys), and of course, Villanova Prep 
(co-ed) and Malvern Prep (all boys). This 
long list of sister schools reminds us Saints-
men that we are not the only Augustinian 
school, and we should do more at our school 
to raise awareness of their existence. The 
emblems of some 
of these schools can 
be found near Mr. 
da Luz's desk in the 
library, but more 
should be done. 

While all schools 
played an introduc-
tory video, a few 
things stood out: all 
of them have the 
same core values–
Unitas, Veritas, and 
Caritas–and many of 
the schools are very 
old. The exception 
is Austin Catholic, 
which was estab-
lished last year and 
has only 17 students.

Saints definitely 
left a big impression. 
We made it very 
clear that we are Cal-
ifornia State Champs 
in basketball and 
soccer. While other 
schools tried to copy 

our chant, it never achieved the same enthu-
siasm. I mean, come on, it can’t be that hard 
to win state if you go to school in New Jersey 
or Oklahoma!

We ended up leaving with lots of new 
phone numbers, Facebook friends, and Twit-
ter followers, so we could all keep in touch. 
“At SAVI, I learned so much about our Au-
gustinian roots and met some great people. I 
also added 45 new Facebook friends,” said 
Eammon Garland.

Upon our return we proposed our ideas 
to Saints Mission Effectiveness Committee. 
One idea is to possibly revamp the Turtle 
Shop, such as adding sweatpants, basketball 
shorts, and new shirts. Another is adding new 
chants to The Pit. St. Augustine Prep in South 
Jersey has a great chant called “the bus,” in 

The view from Philadelphia. From left: Bryan Riel, Alec Drachenberg, Eammon Garland, Frank Buncom, 
Rex Hammock, Alexander Danilowicz, and Mr. Inzunza. Photo credit: Ms.  Ann Wuetig

which a certain leader, called the “bus driv-
er” stands up and leads the crowd in a huge 
wave back and forth from left to the right. 
They also have huge tailgate parties right be-
fore big games, which definitely sounds like 
something The Pit could pull off! Perhaps 
the most exciting new idea, especially for 
Frank Buncom, is having a beach day with 
the students at Villanova Prep. Imagine driv-
ing to the beach instead of attending school, 
and spending the entire day there. Lastly, we 
thought it would be great to add more school-
wide service days, in which we would travel 
downtown and hand out sandwiches to the 
homeless or possibly clean up an area, just 
like we did at Mission Bay.

SEE Dream On, pg. 8

SAVI 2013 Students Bring Back Big Ideas
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OLP Debuts Online Newspaper
By Ané Holland ('15)
OLP CORRESPONDENT

Have you ever 
wondered what it would 

be like if Saints did not have a 
newspaper? The Augustinian has 
been in existence for decades, but 
OLP has not had a paper since 1970. 
However that has recently changed. 
The Pilot Press is the newly formed 
student-run online newspaper 
published by OLP. It will feature 
articles about student life, athletics, 
entertainment, and topics concerning 
social justice and peace studies. 

While the idea to start an OLP 
paper had floated around for many 
years, it was junior Morgan Hazel 
who took the initiative to make 
it happen. Morgan was part of 
Cathedral’s newspaper staff her 
freshman and sophomore years, so 
when she transferred to OLP, she immediately 
noticed there was no student newspaper. She 
then went to the administration, took time to 
organize the club, and the Pilot Press was 
born. 

The paper is available in PDF format 
through a link on the OLP website. 

“There will be four publications each 
year,” said the club’s moderator, Mrs. Katie 
Turner, who teaches English at OLP. 

There may be future plans for creating 
a Pilot Press journalism class. It would 
count as two semesters of art, which all 
OLP students are required to take before 
graduation. 

“Our goal for Pilot Press is to connect 
with both teachers and students. I think it will 
make our community here at OLP and Saints 
stronger, and more tight-knit,” said Morgan 
Hazel (‘14), founder and editor-in-chief.

“The Augustinian is extremely excited 
that OLP is now producing a student-run 
online newspaper. With some collaboration 

and sharing of content, we expect a huge 
surge in circulation for both publications. I’m 
sure Saintsmen will be very excited to read 
their girlfriends' articles,” said Alexander 
Danilowicz (‘15), editor-in-chief of The 
Augustinian.

The first issue of Pilot Press, released on 
May 22nd on the OLP website, covered a 
variety of stories and topics. Under the OLP 
life section, there are articles about the current 
trends at the Academy, student spotlights, and 
reviews on the latest movies and trendiest 
restaurants. In the sports section, you’ll find 
two stories about the successful swim team 
and action-packed powder-puff games. Art 
produced by the Academy’s students will be 
featured on the Comic, Art, and Photography 
page. The newspaper will be issued in PDF 
format only, and by doing so, there will be no 
deadlines the staff would ordinarily have to 
have to meet with printers. Needless to say, 
the decision to go “digital only” is widely 
welcomed by the Press’ reporters.

“I've always wanted to have a career in 
writing, and I thought that journalism would 
be a great way to start. And writing for the 
Pilot Press has its perks, for example, lax 
deadlines because of the digital only format. 
Who doesn't want lax deadlines?” said 
reporter Lorea Mendiguren (‘16).

“I think that it’s important to stay informed 
on what’s going on in the community and in 
the world at large. I joined Pilot Press because 
I wanted to promote social awareness in the 
OLP Community and because I believe that 
by exposing ourselves to current events and 
differing opinions, we will be able to promote 
peace in our society,” said Pilot Press staff 
writer Danielle Burner (‘14).

You can find our maiden issue by clicking 
on the link for Pilot Press at http://www.aolp.
org. So the next time you want to check out 
what’s happening here at the Academy, you 
can get informed at any time. We know that 
you want to know.

Photo credit: Ané Holland ('15)
The staff of the Pilot Press. First row, second from left: editor-in-chief Morgan Hazel ('14).

Life at Saints by Sebastian Torres ('15)

cluding “Believe,” “I Love You Everyday,” 
and “Love is Happening,” which amassed 
over 300 views on Soundcloud only four 
hours after its release.

“By the end of August, an eight-song al-
bum, and at least four music videos will be 
released. I plan on selling the album to Saints-
men for two dollars in the fall, giving 100% of 
the profits to the Hogar Infantil orphanage in 
Tijuana,” said Mr. Inzunza.

This reporter is not a music critic, nor does 
he take AP Music Theory with Mr. Jagow, but 
“Believe” is definitely something I would put 
on my iPod, and I believe 700 other Saints-
men will too.

“SAVI was an amazing experience. I 
can’t wait to bring back what I learned. I 
wish the trip never ended,” said McKenna 
Billy, a sophomore from Villanova Prep. 
Clearly, she shares a sentiment held by many.

The 5th annual SAVI is scheduled for 
October and will be hosted by Saints, here 
in San Diego. In mid-October we will have 
school off on Friday to allow the Campus 
Ministry team to prepare for the event. Rent-
able shower trailers will be set up on campus 
and students will sleep in Mendel Hall. Fr. 
Kirk and some students have already begun 
organizing the event.

YOU YOUNG SAINTSMEN to dream 
BIG.  Listen carefully and prayerfully to his 
words to you.

“In the [St. Peter’s] square today there 
are many young persons. Is this true? Are 
there many youth? Where are they? To you, 
who are at the beginning of life's path, I ask: 
have you thought of the talents that God has 
given you? Have you thought of how to put 
them at the service of others? Don't take 
your talents away! Bet on great ideals, those 
ideals that enlarge our hearts, those ideals of 
service that make your talents fruitful. We 
were not given life so that we might hold 
it back, jealously, for ourselves, but it was 

given to us so that we might offer it. Dear 
young persons, you have great souls! Don't 
be afraid to dream of great things!”

Enjoy a summer of dreams!

organized teacher I’ve ever observed,” Mr. 
Bachynsky said. “He has every second of the 
block planned, and is fully driven to getting 
through the entire curriculum.”

Born in the Philippines, Fr. Alvin is the 
eldest of three. His sister was born with a 
severe disability that required major surgery 
“that could only happen in the U.S,” he said. 
When Fr. Alvin was 13 he moved to San 
Diego. The following year, he was enrolled at 
Montgomery High School, where he played 
volleyball and worked as a sports editor and 
circulation manager for the school newspaper. 
During his sophomore year, he worked at 
Burger King, where he “flipped burgers and 
cleaned the bathrooms. But, I hardly eat there 
now,” he said.

After high school, Fr. Alvin attended UC 
Davis, where he majored in International 
Relations. He went on to graduate college 
at the University of Pittsburgh where he 
continued studying International Affairs.

“I had dreams of working as a diplomat, 
but God had a different plan for me,” he said.

During his collegiate years, Fr. Alvin 
found himself heavily involved with Campus 
Ministry at these public universities. 

“I had amazing spiritual directors. With 
their support, and lots of prayer, I knew God 
was calling me to be a priest.”

After seven years of formation, Brother 
Alvin became Father Alvin in August of 
2007. “A week later I was teaching at Saints 
as an Augustinian priest. My home became 
room 315,” he said.

Although his home will no longer be 
room 315, Father Alvin, with his iconic 
Harry Potter glasses and his famous “alright–
okay’s,” will be deeply missed by the students 
and faculty of Saint Augustine High School.

“I’ll miss the students the most for 
sure,” said Fr. Alvin. “The students here 
are intelligent, courteous, and proud to be 
Saintsmen. I’ll definitely miss that the most.” 

Father Alvin promises a visit to celebrate 
Mass at some point next year.

Saints Baseball competed for its fourth 
San Diego City Conference Title in school 
history yesterday, May 22nd. 

(As of the time of this printing, the game 
has not yet been played. Hopefully, by the 
time you are reading this, the Saints base-
ball team is celebrating a victory.)

The Augustinian is grateful to Chris Ge-
sell (‘15) for contributing to this article.

I'm so stressed out! Finals are next 
week and I'm worried I'm going to fail 
all my classes. I don't know what to do!

Why don't you actually try
studying?

Wow . . . I'm not THAT
worried.


