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Christian Lyricist Fr. Mark Menegatti
on Life, Tupac, and the Priesthood
By Alexander Danilowicz ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
A few chess pieces have been
moved around at Saints.
Fr. Alvin Paligutan relocated to teach upstate in Ojai, and former retreat director Mrs.
Crachy has taken his place as a full-time religion teacher. To fill her shoes, our provincial
Fr. Gary Sanders has assigned Augustinian
priest Fr. Mark Menegatti to step in as the new
Director of Retreats and Ministry.
Perhaps best known for his religious raps
and rhymes, Fr. Mark has always had an unquenchable appetite for hip-hop.
“Throughout high school, I was really into
indie rap. I’d constantly be writing songs that
express positivity,” said Fr. Mark. “Too many
gangster rappers follow the same formula:
making a drunk song, a girl song, and a party
song. That’s why I have mixed feelings about
mainstream rappers like Tupac and the Notorious B.I.G. A lot of their work is complete
hypocrisy.”
During Fr. Mark’s senior year in high
school, he started having “these deeply religious, existential, and philosophical questions,” he said. “So I turned to my faith.”
“But then in college I told myself I was
too much of a troublemaker in high school to
be a priest, so I put it off and devoted myself to
hip-hop. But even then a part of me still wasn’t
fulfilled… so again I turned to my faith.”
Fr. Mark’s love of music and God finally
converged in 2003 when he began contacting
various religious organizations to take the first
step in becoming a brother. Immediately, he
felt a strong connection with the Augustinians.
“I knew the Augustinians were the right
choice,” he said. “I really connected with the
life and teachings of Augustine.”
It was only four months ago on June 15th
SEE

SAVI is Coming
to Saints
By Michael McRoskey ('14)
EDITOR
Over seventy students from nine
schools will be visiting Saints in just a few
weeks for the fifth annual Student Augustinian
Values Institute Conference. SAVI, which runs
from October 17 to 20, will feature a soccer
camp for local refugees on campus, motivational talks by Sedrick — a community advocate from Uganda — and extra fans at the football game against Mira Mesa. The sophomore
and junior students chosen from each school
will stay at Saints over the weekend. The best
part for us, though: there’s no school on Friday,
October 18th.
“SAVI is designed to help students realize
what we share as Augustinian schools,” said
Fr. Kirk, the chief organizer of the international event. Over the last few years, Saints has

As a result of SAVI, there will be
no school on Friday, October 18th.
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sent students to Pennsylvania, Oklahoma, and
New Jersey to connect with other Augustinian
schools, explaining initiatives like our work
with Hogar Infantil or how the Pit runs.
“There’s a real excitement in meeting people from different places and different countries,” he said, “and hopefully seeing how our
fellow schools serve others will create a stronger community.”
Eight sophomores from Saints will be
nominated to attend the conference. Sophomores are chosen because they have been in
high school long enough to know how to be
Saintsmen, but short enough to be able to expand their leadership over the next two years.
The conference combines activities, talks,
small group discussions, and group presentations into a community-building experience.
“Being an Augustinian has moved beyond the
order and into the apostolate. SAVI is about
celebrating that,” said Fr. Kirk.

Our New Psychology Teacher, Counselor, Ms. Mekrut
By Kyle Meneses ('14)
EDITOR

Have you dropped by the
Guidance Center lately? If so, you've probably
noticed a youthful, energetic, yet unfamiliar
face. It's Ms. Julia Mekrut, the new Saints
sophomore guidance counselor and AP
Psychology teacher. Not only will she be
keeping the sophomore students on track this
year, she will also be exhibiting her teaching
skills in the classroom.
While growing up along the shores of
San Clemente in Orange County, Ms. Mekrut
attended San Margarita Catholic High School.
She holds a bachelor's degree in psychology
from the University of California Santa
Barbara, and a master’s in school counseling
from the University of San Diego. She said
she was drawn to psychology because of its
prominence in everyday life and now she’s
excited to be teaching it.
“Psychology, it's all around us. It's a
means by which I can relate to others. I'm so
interested in what people do and why they
do it, and psychology provides me with the
means to find out more about myself and more
about others,” said Ms. Mekrut.
It is her Catholic background as well as
her personal experience attending a private

Once she gets settled in, Ms. Mekrut plans
“I want to get to know the campus inside
Catholic high school that attracted her to the
St. Augustine campus. She loved her high to get involved in the surfing program here at and out, and I want to get to know not just
school years at San Margarita and wanted to Saints and maybe even start a rock climbing the students I will be counseling, but as many
club.
students as I possibly can,” she said.
be a part of something similar in her career.
As the school year progresses, Ms. Mekrut
So, if you're walking around campus and
In the classroom, her teaching is fluid and
has made it a goal to learn more about the you happen upon Ms. Mekrut, put on a smile
highly involving.
“I strive to get all the students actively school and become more familiar with the and introduce yourself.
participating in class through discussions and campus and its many students.
group assignments,” said Ms. Mekrut.
“I employ active participation in my
teaching.”
In her class, students gain a new
perspective on learning and have the
pleasure of participating in a unique
learning experience.
“She makes learning more
enjoyable,” said senior David Hanany.
“The class is open to discussion, which
enables us to actively debate and share
ideas as a class, rather than just sit
quietly, listen to a lecture, and jot down
some notes.”
Outside of school Ms. Mekrut
enjoys a plethora of outdoor activities
such as surfing, rock climbing, biking,
and camping.
“Really, I enjoy anything outdoors;
however, surfing and rock climbing are
my two passions,” said Ms. Mekrut.
Ms. Mekrut puts her “freshman” beanie on at the Fall Rally. Photo by: Aaron Balin ('14)
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Mrs. Allen, our
Bow Ties and ASB
Newest U.S. Citizen Socks Tied into
By Luis Vidrio ('15)
STAFF WRITER
Ah, America—the land of the
Internet, baseball, Mark Twain, and now...
Madame Allen. Mrs. Allen decided that,
after living in America for as many years
as she had in France, it was time for naturalization. As of August 21, 2013, Madame
Allen is proudly a citizen of the United
States of America.
“It’s very nostalgic to think of France.
There are so many good memories that I
have of it, and all my family lives there,”
said Madame Allen. “But I’ve made my
life here in America with my husband and
children.”
Among the many things Madame Allen appreciates about the United States,
SEE
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“Je suis un Américain!”
Photo by: Aaron Balin ('14)

2013-14 Handbook
By Eric Lujan ('15)
EDITOR

Every new school year sees
small modifications in the student handbook, but this year the changes are notable:
a new honor code, (a bit more) flexibility in
the dress code, and a new school color.
The Honor Code, which can be read on
a wall in every Saints classroom, is brand
new this year. It was created to reinforce the
values expected of a Saintsman.
“The Honor Code is fantastic – it’s
something that supports everything we value here at school: truth, honesty, respect for
one another,” said our principal Mr. Horne.
“If people are living by that honor, then the
school values are being lived actively.”
If you are a bow tie fan, this is your
lucky year. Bow ties are now legitimate, so these stylish
beauties can be worn on
tie days.
“I am quite
happy with this
handbook change.
Bow ties are a
very classy way
of dressing,” said
Dominic Rymer
(‘15).
But do not go
wearing goofy clown
bow ties, Saintsmen.
According to Mr. Horne,
stunts like that are what caused
them to be banned several years ago.
If bow ties alone are not exciting
enough, then you can buy yourself a genuine pair of St. Augustine Elite Performance
Socks from the ASB.
“The ASB has finally been able to include our very own socks in the dress
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code,” said ASB Executive President Michael McRoskey (’14). By buying a pair,
you can enjoy the quality of a Nike sock,
impress your friends with the latest Saints
swag, and support the Hogar Infantil orphanage all at the same time.
Unfortunately, those are the only
additions to the dress code. However, because our school colors have changed from royal purple and old gold to
royal purple and Vegas
gold, future Saints apparel will be designed
with Vegas gold.
“Although Vegas
gold appears to be new
this year, it has really
been an official school
color for about ten years.
Now, we’re trying to uniform
it,” said Coach Stephenson.
Soon you should start to see the
glamorous Vegas gold more often, especially in athletics.
These are the most significant changes
to the student handbook for the 2013-2014
school year. May we live here at Saints with
honor, bow ties, elite socks, purple, and lots
of Vegas gold.

5 Ways You Know
They're Freshmen
1. They show up to class
early.
2. They think backlocking
is cool.
3. They call Sir “Mr. Wilson.”
4. They're convinced Mr.
Isaak's Algebra I is the
hardest class they'll
ever take.
5. They're bummed out
about not being able
to go to homecoming,
even though they
probably didn't have a
date anyway.

Mr. Horne Reflecting on Ten Years as the Big Boss
By Ian Harkness ('15)
EDITOR
St. Augustine High School has
seen a bevy of changes since Mr. James Horne
assumed his position as principal ten years
ago. When he arrived, Villanova and Mendel
Hall stood only as wooden beams. The library
didn’t have laptops, Saints didn’t have a block
schedule, and homeroom lasted only ten minutes. Mr. Horne has not only lived through
these changes — he’s helped see to them.
And based on the school’s ongoing success,
it’s clear that he has made his mark.
Mr. Horne was kind enough to sit down
with the editors of The Augustinian to give us
a little insight into the day-to-day challenges
of running Saints.
(What follows is an edited transcript of
the voice-recorded interview.)
After ten years, how do you keep the
experience fresh?
I don’t have to do much, the experience
kind of keeps itself fresh on its own. You
know, curriculum and what the world expects
out of teachers is changing all the time. Twitter, for instance, was never an educational
tool, but now, teachers and coaches might say,
“Hey, follow my chemistry class’s Twitter.”
It’s changing for me, and all I have to do is
keep up with the change. Education changes
all the time. But also, there are seven-hundred
unique lives here—any student’s life is not
what it was two months ago. So I just have to
be ready to respond to the changes as they’re
happening. That’s one of the beautiful parts of
this job: today is not what yesterday was —
there’s always something new.
What is your fondest memory as principal?
One of my fondest memories — now this
is ten years ago in 2003 — in my first year as
principal, we went in front of the City Council
to get permission to expand the campus, and
that’s what gave us the ability to build those

buildings, and the gym we’re now planning. onto the freshman lockers and locked his pad- four year old, who had his first soccer pracBut it’s a long permitting process through the lock onto one of the fire sprinklers. He was tice ever, and I was thinking, “Gosh, I’d like
city called a conditional use permit. So it was going up there to try and undo the combina- to be at that.” For me, that’s been a challenge,
really exciting for me to be here as a first year tion, and pulled on it, and all the fire sprinklers because I don’t ever want to leave something
principal and have this permit granted. Which went off. They soaked all the lockers, and ru- here [at Saints] unattended, but I hate leaving
meant, in my tenure here, the campus was go- ined thousands of dollars of books, and he got things at home unattended, so it’s been intering to change radically, and it's already begun in a lot of trouble.
esting balancing the two.
with academic facilities, but now it’s going to
What is the hardest part of your day-to
What is your proudest achievement as
take the next step with athletic facilities. It was -day life here at Saints?
principal of St. Augustine High School?
one of my greatest joys ten years ago, but it’s
For me, in the last three or four years,
I think my proudest achievement is keepkind of the gift that keeps on giving. I think what’s been most difficult has been balanc- ing the focus of this school on faith. I didn’t
fifteen years from now, when this is complete- ing my commitment to the school, because get into education to be a public school educaly finished, we’ll be very happy we did it.
I want to be one-hundred percent committed tor, I believe strongly in what we’re doing as
When you aren’t busy running the at all times, and my commitment to my fam- Catholics. I’m pretty proud that this place conschool, what do you enjoy doing?
ily and being a father. Wednesday afternoon tinues to be focused on Catholicism. I think if
I love going down to the Silver Strand this week, I had meetings here at school that you ask the public, “Is there one Catholic high
with my family, my kids, and riding the bike went until five, and all three of my kids had school that’s really doing a good job living our
trails at Silver Strand State Beach. We like their first day of soccer practice, including my
SEE The Big Boss, pg. 4
surfing. I’m a
big chess fan.
But most of all,
because
I’m
usually so busy,
I love some
idle time, down
time when I can
just sit at home,
and know that
I’m going to
have an afternoon barbeque
and not do
much.
In
your
ten years at
Saints, what
the strangest
thing you’ve
experienced?
Well, a boy
who graduated
last year, when
he was a freshman, climbed “My proudest achievement is keeping the focus of this school on faith” - Mr. Horne Photo by: M. Patacsil ('15)
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Cross Country Team Prepares for Another
Strong Run of Success this Season
By Christian Lloyd ('15)
STAFF WRITER
And by Kyle Meneses ('14)
EDITOR

portant it is for the runners on a team to finish
within a short time frame of each other.
“You need to be able to run in packs so the
other team can’t get in-between you and break
up your score,” he said.
He further explained how even one opponent inside the pack could affect the overall
team score from two to four points, which can
mean the difference between first and second
place. If the team can maintain times similar
to each other for the entire season, Downey
believes that it can become a major contender
in its division.
Another point Coach Downey stresses is
the importance of maintaining a high grade
point average. He holds every member of the
team accountable for having a GPA of 3.0 or
higher, believing that intelligence is key to being a good cross country runner.
“You use your mind more than your body

out there. It’s all mental,” he said.
This is true because one needs to consciously pace himself and conserve energy
during runs, while also remaining conscientious of placement.
Despite having their first meet on Friday
the 13th, the team performed amazingly with
JV taking first place overall in a race that had
amassed a total of two hundred and eleven racers from schools all over San Diego. On September 17th, the team held a practice meet at
Morley Field against Coronado High School.
Every Saints runner gave it their all to attain
victory for the team; however, Coronado
squeezed in the victory as two of their lead
runners finished seconds before ours. One
Saints runner who stood out above the rest was
sophomore Ryan Dent, who joined the cross
country team this year. In his first meet, Ryan

What do running, autumn, and
Coach Downey all have in common? Cross
country. As the fall sports season begins at
Saints, the cross country team is kicking off to
an enthusiastic start with its ranks swelling and
Saintsmen who can’t wait to get out there and
run. The team has been practicing since the
summer in an effort to be as prepared as possible for the upcoming season.
Coach Jerry Downey has been the cross
country and track & field coach since 1987.
He has led the team to five consecutive CIF
championships from 1996 to 2000, as well as
two others in 1992 and 2005. Coach Downey
is determined to lead the cross
country program to victory
this year. He has arranged for
the team to practice on both
League and CIF courses with
the hope that this will prepare
the runners for the impending
season and get them acquainted to running on challenging
terrain.
On September 7th, the
Varsity runners met at Morley
Field early in the morning to
participate in time trials that
would give Coach Downey
a gauge on the current condition of the team. The summer
workouts had clearly paid off;
the participants all finished
with impressive times and,
more notably, with a gap time
of only six seconds. Coach
Downey explained how im- The XC team runs after the gun against Coronado on Sept. 17th.

➤ Fr. Mark

Continued from Page 1
that Fr. Mark was finally ordained a priest after
eight years of formation.
“My aunt is a nun. And I found it interesting that all the sisters I saw, despite not having
material possessions or sex, tended to be really
happy,” said Fr. Mark. “I saw this as a huge
paradox, and it was enthralling.”
At the schoolwide community Mass on
September 4th, Fr. Mark kicked off the celebration by singing his own piece, Revolution
People, to “get guys to wake up and participate,” he said.
Fr. Mark, however, is no one-hit wonder.
He claims he has written so many songs that
there’s too many to count. Unfortunately at this
time, none are available on iTunes.
“I’ve filled up several notebooks, enough
for five or six more albums,” he said.
Believe it or not, Fr. Mark hides an amplifier underneath his desk, writes all his own lyrics, creates all his own beats, and records all his
own albums.
“In my experience of the art of preaching, the most important thing is trying to relate
to your audience,” said Fr. Kirk. “Fr. Mark’s
music is one very effective way of connecting
with students.”
“But remember, Mass is to encounter
Christ, not to listen to me rap. So I may not rap
next time,” said Fr. Mark.
The Director of Retreats and Ministry is
assisted by an Augustinian volunteer every
year. Daniel Vasquez, who recently graduated
from Saint Mary’s University in San Antonio,
Texas, is helping Fr. Mark plan this year’s retreats as the 2013-14 A.V.
“I’ve always wanted to do a Catholic postgraduate service program and I love working
with Campus Ministry,” said Daniel. “Saints
reminds me a lot of home.”
Fr. Mark and Daniel are currently swamped
planning the Freshmen Overnight Retreat and
Kairos XXIX. But rest assured, both of them
would be more than happy if you stopped by
Campus Ministry to say hello.

SEE
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Chaplain's Corner
By Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A.
We can do no better as we begin this school year than to reflect
again on the message of Pope Francis to all
of us at World Youth Day: GO—DO NOT
BE AFRAID—SERVE!
GO
Everyone who has encountered Jesus
(that includes all of us in the Saints community) is called to go out and witness to
the Good News. The experience of this encounter [with Jesus] must not remain locked
up in your life or in the small group of your
parish, your movement, your school, or your
community. That would be like withholding oxygen from a flame that was burning
strongly. Faith is a flame that grows stronger
the more it is shared and passed on. Jesus
did not say, “One of you go,” but “All of
you go.” We are sent together. Dear young
friends, when we face challenges together,
we are strong, and we discover resources
we did not know we had. Jesus did not call
the Apostles to live in isolation; he called
them to form a group, a community. The
Church needs you, your enthusiasm, your
creativity, and the joy that is so characteristic of you. Do you know what the best
tool is for evangelizing the young? Another
young person!
GO TO EVERYONE
There are no borders, no limits: Jesus
sends us to everyone. The Gospel is not
only for those who seem closer to us. It is
for everyone. Do not be afraid to go and to
bring Christ into every area of your life, to
the fringes of society, and even to those who
seem farthest away and most indifferent.
The Lord seeks all; he wants everyone to
feel the warmth of his mercy and his love.
DO NOT BE AFRAID
When we go to proclaim Christ, it is he
himself who goes before us and guides us.
SEE
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Saintsmen at World Youth Day in Brazil
17 Lucky Students Tour South America and See the Pope
By Chris Rice ('14)
STAFF WRITER
And Michael Cline ('15)
STAFF WRITER
Last July, 17 Saintsmen led
by Fr. Kirk Davis, Fr. Mark and last
year's Campus Ministry volunteer Katie McAloon, embarked on a pilgrimage to Rio de Janeiro for World Youth
Day, where they joined young Catholics from around the world as they welcomed Pope Francis back to his native
Latin America.
Over the course of the three-week
trip, the group traveled through both
Argentina and Brazil, spending most of
their time in São Paulo, where the Augustinian Youth Encounter took place, Saints students meet their South American doubles.
Photo by: Aaron Balin ('14)
and Rio de Janeiro. They visited many
“His emphasis on humanity is very imof Rio's historic sites, including the Christ together as a group and have a good time,”
portant,”
said Father Kirk. “Instead of focusthe Redeemer statue and the Niterói Con- said Joe Preimesberger (‘14).
ing
on
the
things that divide us, he is calling
“Our group bonded much more closely
temporary Art Museum. But for many, the
us
to
action,
in order to build a relationship
highlight of the trip was participating in a in Brazil than on the last World Youth Day
with
the
poor
and the outcasts of society.”
papal Mass that drew 3 million Catholics to trip to Madrid in 2011,” said Max Alexander
World
Youth
Day culminated in a Mass
Lalangan, who has experienced both events.
the shores of Copacabana Beach.
on
Copacabana
Beach
which was attended
While they were in Rio, the group got to
For Fr. Kirk, his fondest memory while
by
three
million
people.
Father Kirk and
touring Brazil was at the iconic Iguazu Falls. see firsthand how the new Bishop of Rome
Father
Alvin,
among
many
other priests,
“I was expecting to be impressed, but I energizes Catholic youth and the universal
concelebrated
the
Mass
with
Pope
Francis.
Church.
was blown away,” he said.
Even
though
it
was
so
crowded,
this
was
one
“I think he is an incredibly genuine and
These world-famous falls have captivatof
the
group’s
favorite
experiences.
ed many, leading to the site's recognition as authentic man,” said Fr. Kirk. “Love and hu“It was really inspiring to see so many
mility are his greatest qualities.”
one of the New Seven Wonders of Nature.
other
young people who were all united by
The group also had an overwhelmingly
Though they ran into no small amount
their
Catholic
faith,” said Max Lalangan
of unpleasant surprises, such as the constant favorable reaction to Pope Francis's mes('14).
“It
was
a
dramatically different, yet
cold, rainy, and foggy weather, or fifteen- sage towards the poor and lowly.
uplifting
ceremony,”
said Fr. Kirk. “Be“I was impressed by how simple a lifehour layovers in Mexico City, the group was
tween
the
large
masses
and the incredible
style Pope Francis lives, and how he is so
always able to make it through.
media
coverage,
it
was
a
happy
day.”
“I was inspired by the unity of our close to the people,” said Ramon Riesgo
Along
with
countless
memories
of their
group. Even though we ran into some unex- (‘14). Fr. Kirk specifically mentioned Franpected difficulties, we still managed to stay cis's compassion for the poor.
SEE We Saw The Pope, pg. 4
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Sipper's Students On the Ball

➤ Chaplain's Corner

Usually when one thinks of a
classroom, certain things come to mind: rows
of desks, a couple of chairs, a large whiteboard, and maybe even a projector that beeps
twice when turned off. But what about stability balls? If you’ve walked past Mr. Sipper’s
room this year, you may have noticed the
chairs have been replaced with some large
gray and orange bouncy balls. You may be
thinking “Saints offers a yoga block? Sign me
up!”
The balls are actually part of a new pilot
program that Mr. Hecht was informed about
to get kids, specifically boys, better involved
and engaged within the classroom. Mr. Hecht
cited a Harvard-based study conducted at
Grand Valley State University, which shows that
“exercise influences learning directly at the cellular
level, improving the brain's
potential to log in and process new information . . .
The better your fitness level is, the better your brain
works.”
Saints is one of the first
high schools in San Diego
to introduce this program
in hopes of improving the
productivity and learning
style of its students. The
stability balls are viewed
as yet another way Saints
makes learning fun.
So the experiment has
commenced, but what results can we expect? Do
posteriors bouncing on a
Mr. Sipper's AP World History class bounces over the Battle of Thermopylae. Photo by: A. Balin ('14)

Continued from Page 3
Jesus does not leave us alone. He always accompanies you.
SERVE LIKE JESUS, ESPECIALLY THE NEEDIEST, BY CREATING A
CULTURE OF ENCOUNTER
The life of Jesus is a life of service.
Evangelizing means bearing personal witness to the love of God; it is overcoming our
selfishness, and serving by bending down to
wash the feet of our brothers, as Jesus did.
The people most in need us to look at
them with love, to share their pain or their
anxieties and their problems. What's important is that we don't just look at them from
afar or help from afar. No, no! We must
reach out to them. This is being Christian!
This is what Jesus taught us: to reach out to
the needy. Jesus always reached out to the
people. He went to meet them.
Sometimes, I ask people, “Do you give
alms.” They say, “Yes, father.” “And when
you give alms, do you look into the eyes
of people you are giving alms to?” “Ah, I
do not know, I don't really think about it.”
“Then you have not reached out to those
people. You just tossed them some charity and went away. When you give alms,
do you touch their hands or just toss them
the coins?” “No, I just toss them the coins.”
“Then you have not touched them. And if
you have not touched them, you have not
reached out to them.” What Jesus teaches
us, first of all, is to reach out to each other.
We must build, create, and construct a culture of encounter. The culture of encounter.
We must reach out to those most in need.
RESULTS
When you meet those most in need,
your heart will begin to grow bigger, bigger
and bigger! Because reaching out multiplies
our capacity to love. An encounter with others makes our hearts grow bigger!
GO, DO NOT BE AFRAID, SERVE!

➤ The Big Boss

➤ Cross Country

By Chris Sanchez ('15)
STAFF WRITER

Continued from Page 2
faith?” I think you’d find they’d say Saints.
What has been the most rewarding
part of being principal?
For me, the most rewarding part of being principal hasn’t changed since I was a
teacher, and that’s just watching kids grow
and change. One of the mantras that used to
be popular here, and we still say it sometimes,
but we don’t say it a ton anymore, is 'Accepting Boys, Graduating Men.' That’s rewarding,
[and] I think your teachers would tell you that.
The reason we get into the business is to make
an impact on people’s lives, and that’s what’s
most rewarding: seeing kids who, maybe,
struggle in their freshmen year, but later, after
some more training and encouragement and
guidance, become these fantastic young men
who are ready for whatever’s next in their
lives.

round surface really make for better learning?
“I see students more involved in the discussions, and body language appears to be
more active so far this year,” said Mr. Sipper.
“The goal is to get students to move more
freely in the classroom setting and remove the
desire to rest with their heads on the desk. I believe that in order for boys to learn and better
absorb information, they require that movement and state of activity, for which I think the
balls are a great solution.”
Apart from a stray staple poking a hole
and ending the life of one of these balls, the
ability to withstand six blocks of teenagers has
proven them to be durable as well as effective.
“The balls are awesome—very bouncy
and fun. They keep you awake even when
learning about Greece may wear you down,”
said freshman Dario Gutierrez.

Ten years from now, can The Augustinian expect to interview you again for your
twentieth year?
I sure hope so. Ten years is a long time, I
don’t know what the next ten years hold, but I
have boys in the first and second grade, [and]
I also have a preschooler. In six years my oldest will be asking himself, 'Where do I go to
high school?' And it’d be pretty nice to think
he’s going to come here, and be a part of this
experience. So I’m hoping the answer is yes,
there’s a lot that can happen between now and
then. I think like all of us, I’m open to God’s
plan for me, but I love doing this work, and I
hope it’ll be here for me in ten years. So, will
you interview me ten years from now? I think
there’s a distinct possibility.
On behalf of the entire St. Augustine High
School community, The Augustinian congratulates you, Mr. Horne, on ten years of outstanding service!

Life at Saints

“They always keep me focused and involved. They are a big help in stopping me
from zoning out in block six as the school day
winds down,” said freshman Max Rodriguez.
“Block days become more comfortable
because I can move and exercise during the
long period,” said freshman Alonso Rodriguez. “It's always fun to see some kids fall off
or slip, but it can eat away at class time.”
Some have asked if the stability balls will
go schoolwide anytime in the near future. Mr.
Sipper said that it is still too early to tell, but
don’t get your hopes down—multiple teachers have already requested them for their own
classrooms. Soon you may find that sleeping
in the classroom may not be an option anymore. That is, unless you want to find yourself
waking up on the floor.

➤ We Saw the Pope

Continued from Page 3
experience, the group brought back a special
World Youth Day chasuble. It features the
Christ the Redeemer statue and the World
Youth Day logo, and was a gift given to the
co-celebrants at the event. The chasuble,
which was fittingly introduced by Fr. Kirk at
the Wednesday Mass on September 11, is a
gift that will be used often by the Augustinians during weekly Mass. “I feel it has a special use during youth masses,” said Fr. Kirk.
The trip to World Youth Day was a major success, providing a fond memory for all
who attended.
“I definitely plan on going on the next
one,” said Joe Preimesberger (‘14). “It was
a lot of fun.” In 2016, Pope Francis will continue his message of love and compassion in
Poland, visiting the homeland of Pope John
Paul II.

➤ Américain Allen

by Sebastian Torres ('15)

...
Uh... hey?

Freshman Dance Lessons
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performed stunningly. He finished first, running 2.3 miles in a time of only twelve minutes
and forty seconds. Like Dent, many members
of the cross country team will be striving to
perform to the best of their abilities this season
in order to bring prestige to the cross country
program, and hopefully even earn themselves
a Varsity letter. With so many runners aspiring
for greatness this year, the season is looking
rather promising.
“We have a large team this year so we
should be able to do quite well. We also look
forward to preparing underclassmen for the
seasons to come,” said Matt Kubasak ('14).
With a team of impassioned runners ranging from neophyte freshmen to experienced
seniors, the cross country program will be
looking forward to a successful run in the upcoming season.
Continued from Page 2
one standout is the emphasis on service in
education here. She notes that even public
schools in the U.S. have community service requirements.
“School in France is from 8:00 AM
to 6:00 PM every day, so there is rarely
enough time allocated for service,” said
Mrs. Allen. She laments that French teens
are much more self-centered (they call
them the nombrilistes, or “belly-buttonists”), and believes that American teens
are more community oriented as a result of
such service programs.
Madame Allen said that giving up her
country was difficult, much as it was difficult to give up her last name when she
got married. Nonetheless, her family supported her through it all.
“Actually, my family frequently asked
me why I hadn’t become an American earlier!” said Mrs. Allen.
Congratulations, Madame Allen! Both
Saints and America are lucky to have you.

