
DECEMBER 2013 YouR MonthlY REpoRt on thE St. AuguStinE high SChool ExpERiEnCE Vol 34 no. 10
St. AuguStine HigH ScHool • 3266 nutmeg Street • SAn Diego, cA 92104-5199 • 619.282.2184 • www.SAHS.org
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Speak the truth 
in Love

Dear Parents anD FrienDs,

Since Truth is one of 
the core values in our 

Augustinian school we 
should openly provide it 
to our students.  Howev-
er, parents and teachers 
alike may not be entirely 
truthful with a student in 
times of shortcomings 
in order to “soften” the 
blow.  Whether it is in re-

gards to performance on a test, the quality of 
a speech, athletic talent at team tryouts, or any 
number of other situations, all students have 
at one time or another been lied to, to make 
them feel “better”. 
 Recently I stumbled upon my notes from 
a lecture given here at Saints in 2005 by par-
enting expert John Rosemond.  During his 
presentation John, recounted elements of his 
book titled, Teen-Proofing: A Revolutionary 
Approach to Fostering Responsible Deci-
sion Making in Your Teenager.  This lecture 
tackled six critical teenage issues: curfew, cash, 
cars, conflict, consequences, and co-conspira-
tors (friends).  The book provides parents with 
a roadmap through the transition from raising 
a child to helping a teen toward responsible 
adulthood.
 John’s insights have interesting parallels 
to the Augustinian value of Truth.  One of his 
contentions is that postmodern psychology, in 
an effort to protect a teen’s self-esteem, makes 
it taboo to share with students the truth that at 
times they are wrong, incorrect or not particu- 

pure DoMination
saints shutout Mission Bay 49-0; ClaiM CiF FootBall 

ChaMPionshiP

On a memorable Monday morning under clear skies at Qualcomm Stadium, St. Augustine 
Saints overwhelmed Mission Bay High School 49-0 to capture the CIF San Diego Section Divi-

sion II varsity football championship 
for 2013.
 Ignoring the rare 11 am start-
ing time, the speedy, well-balanced, 
well-coached Saints dominated all 
facets of the title game to secure its 

fourth CIF varsity football championship in the school’s history.
 Saints sturdy defense dismantled a high octane Buccaneer passing attack by sacking 
Mission Bay QB Nicholas Plum six times and Saints senior Tyler Herburger (as linebacker) 
ran an intercepted pass 100 yards for a touchdown.  All in all, it was a sweet day for 
Herburger as he scored both on offense and defense.   Last year, Tyler sat out the playoffs 
with a broken leg.
 On offense, Saints QB senior Joe Joe Hudson lofted four touchdown passes, while 
Herburger ran one in on offense and Sophomore Elijah Preston scored on a spectacular 
50-yard-run.
 Mission Bay ended its season 12-2 while Saints championship year ended with a 
11-2 record.

QUALCOMM STADIUM—Victorious Saints Varsity football nation relaxes with the championship 
on the turf at Qualcomm Stadium after dispatching Mission Bay High 49-0 in the CIF San Diego Section 
Division II title game.  The win marked the fourth CIF football championship in Saints History (1970, 2005, 
2006, 2013). For more Qualcomm action turn to page 13.

Principal James Horne
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Continued on page 8

POPE VISITS AUGUSTINIANS—Earlier this year, Fr. Gary Sanders OSA, the Provincial of the Au-
gustinians in the West and Saintsman class of 1967, met Pope Francis at the General Chapter meeting 
of the Augustinians in Rome on August 28, 2013, the feast day of St. Augustine. Fr. Gary and Fr. John 
Keller OSA, President at Villanova Preparatory school in Ojai and Saintsman class of ’55, represented 
California during the three week meeting to elect new Augustinian leaders.  Fr. Gary asked the Pope to 
pray for the schools in our province, which are Saints, Villanova Prep, and the Hogar Infantil orphanage 
in Tijuana.  Fr. Gary said, “He seems to have a gift of making each person he speaks to seem as if he or 
she were the most important person in the room.”

Johann GreGor 
MenDeL

the Man, the Monk
Edited by Fr. Bob Gavotto, 

Saints Chaplain, O.S.A., (‘55)

Note: Gregor Mendel, though neither a saint 
nor a blessed of the Order, is an Augustinian 
worthy of our consideration and admiration.  
This article is taken from an article on the web 
www.draftB.org/2/Bio.html.--Fr. Gavotto. 

AUGUSTINIAN HERITAGE

Johann Gregor 
Mendel (1822-

1884) was born in 
the Silesian village 
of Heinzendorf, now 
Hyncice in the Czech 
Republic. His parents 
were peasant farm-
ers and very early 
on recognized their 
son’s intellect. Men-

del was able to stay in school and pursue an 
academic life. His sister, Theresia, actually sac-
rificed part of her dowry so that Mendel could 
get an education.
 In 1843, Mendel entered the Augustinian 
Monastery in Brno (in what is now the Czech 
Republic) as a novice. In his autobiography, 
Mendel said that unlike other clerics, he didn’t 
feel called to the Church: “my circumstances 
decided my vocational choice.” Mendel did 
have a good life at the monastery; he was part 
of the cultural and scientific circles of the area. 
Also, the monastery sent him to school to con-
tinue his education.
 Mendel had many interests, and while at 
the University of Vienna (1851-1853) he stud-
ied physics under Christian Doppler, and took 
courses in chemistry and zoology. As part of 
his monasterial duties, Mendel taught high 
school science at the local schools, and was 
remembered as a kind and good teacher.
 The genetic experiments Mendel did with 
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Miracle on nutmeg street
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A Joyful and Blessed Christmas
From all of us at Saints

Illustration by Saintsman Myles Johnson (’16)  

“Let us devoutly celebrate this day, for just as the first ones to share our faith adored Christ lying in the  
manger, let us adore Him reigning in heaven...”
        - Saint Augustine, Sermon 203.3



St. Augustine High School 
Instrumental Music Department

!
Brandon Jagow & Cindy Au, Directors 

!
Presents our annual 

Christmas Concert 
 

!
!
 

Tuesday, December 10, 2013 
7:00 PM 

St. Augustine HS 
Dougherty Gymnasium 

!
Featuring 

32nd Street Jazz Band 
Jazz Combo - Ian Tordella, Director 
Guitar Ensemble 
Concert Band 
Symphonic Band 
w/ Student Conductor, Kieran Berton, Class of 2014
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Saints Entrance Exam
Saturday. January 25th. 2014. 8:30 am
 
For students seeking admission to St. Augustine High School

     ExPLOrE ExAM.  
     For more info visit www.act.org/explore

Visit our website at www.sahs.org to download an app under the Admissions tab.
Can register up to and including the day of the exam. 
Pre-registration is encouraged.
More info contact Director of Admissions Mike Haupt at mhaupt@sahs.org or 
619-282-2184 ex. 5521

LookinG aheaD 
to saints aMazing intersession 

Month

At St. Augustine, our desire to help students develop a 
passion for learning can sometimes be difficult to ac-

complish in traditional college prep classes. As such, Saints 
developed the Intersession term in an effort to provide stu-
dents the opportunity to investigate studies in areas that in-
terest them and by doing so, spark a curiosity and inquisi-
tiveness that naturally stimulates their desire to learn new 
things. 
 This school year’s Intersession features a vast array of 
course offerings that include some old favorites as well as 
some first-time selections. The 2013-14 Intersession line-up 
includes, but is not limited to, courses such as:  Engineering 
Design, Marine Biology/SCUBA, Careers in Sports, Acting/
Film Production, Graphic Design, Introduction to Architec-
ture, Aquatic Sports, and Lifetime Physical Fitness.
 The 2013-14 Intersession will also offer Christian ser-
vice trips to the Guatemalan mountain village of San Lucas 
Toliman and the Italian town of San Gimignano where stu-
dents will live with the Augustinians and engage in service at 
the Church of St. Augustine.
  For a number of Saints seniors, Intersession means par-
ticipating in our wildly successful internship program.  This 
year it is estimated that well over 150 St. Augustine seniors 
will be placed throughout San Diego County in a host of lo-
cations and various settings that range from the courtroom, 
to the hospital room, to cutting-edge biotech firms. Interses-
sion truly gives the students new and unique opportunities to 
discover a passion and/or skill set that they may embrace 
well beyond high school. 
 The Intersession term for the 2013-14 school year be-
gins on January 6, 2014, and ends on January 31, 2014. 
Martin Luther King Day will be observed on January 20, 
2014.  
 The evening dedicated to the celebration of experiences 
and accomplishments that take place during this term is 
known as the “Intersession Expo.”  This year’s “Intersession 
Expo” is scheduled for Thursday, January 30 beginning at 
6:30 p.m. in the gym.  All are encouraged to attend this 
most memorable event.  
 If you have any additional questions or concerns regard-
ing Intersession please e-mail Mr. Hecht at ghecht@sahs.org.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

arounD the patio
hello, 2018!

Every year, the school invites eighth grade parents and students to an evening Open House 
to tour the campus.  Future Saintsmen attending and go on to be accepted for enrollment 

will be part of the Class of 2018.

Mr. Joe Bernens and Sophomore 
Chris Callipari address a group  
of prospective families.

Junior Sam Flaming shares 
information with families while  
in the Chapel on Vasey patio.

Deacon Hardick takes time to 
share information about the 
history of the school with an 

inquiring family.

Sophomore Dominic Oshana 
conducts an experiment for 
families touring the Science 
Department.

NEArBY CULTUrE—Because Saints is located within 
a mile of Balboa Park’s many cultural sites, students from 
Mrs. Danaher’s (OLP) and Mr. Osberg’s (Saints) English 
classes were easily able to attend the USD Graduate 
Student production of “Much Ado about Nothing,” at the 
Old Globe Theatre.  In total, 35 students and ten parents 
enjoyed a Shakespearean evening of live theater. 

Family of Commander Jana Vavasseur, along with 
Saintsman John Maxwell (’17) to the right of U.S. Navy 
Engineer Liu, pause in the engine room, in fire suits. Yes, 
everyone is wearing ear plugs.

SaintSMan at Sea
saga oF a sailor For a week

Saintsman John Maxwell (’17) spent a week 
aboard the U.S. Navy’s USS William P. 

Lawrence as part of “Tiger Week,” an annual 
program allowing friends and family of crew 
members to travel aboard a warship to ob-
serve sea operations usually during a partici-
pating ship’s transit from Hawaii to San Diego.
 John Maxwell sailed as a guest of Com-
mander Jana Vavasseur.  The USS William P 
Lawrence (DDG-110) is an Arleigh-Burke class 
guided missile destroyer that is home ported 
in San Diego under the command of Nimitz 
Strike Group Pacific/7th Fleet Vice Admiral 
Scott H. Swift.

Continued on page 6
5
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BANNEr ArT—The new Saints 
banners seen on campus are the 
design work of Kristin Hardy, a 2005 
grad of OLP and later San Diego 
State University.   Ms. Hardy is the 
art director for ‘Saints Scene’ and 
is Advertising Coordinator at ‘San 
Diego Home/Garden Lifestyles’ 
magazine.

GOING, GOING, GONE—Saintsmen under 
the spell of a master hypnotist.

OHH, AHH—Freshman Hatham Yousif (left) and 
Sophomore Matthew Lloyd react as hypnotist Dr. 
James Kellogg Jr. convinces them that they have a 
severe itch on their “bottom side”!

THrEE AMIGOS—(Left to right): Theodore 
Samouris, Matthew Lloyd and Andrew Seelert sleep 
in hypnosis under the spell of the incredible Dr. 
James Kellogg Jr. These three sophomores have no 
idea that they are about to awake and believe they 
are watching the scariest movie they have ever seen.

SaintSMan at Sea
Continued from page 5

 The 9,200-ton ship is named for Vice Ad-
miral William P. Lawrence (1930–2005), a 
Naval Aviator, fighter pilot, test pilot, Mercury 
astronaut finalist, Vietnam War Prisoner of 
War, a U.S. Third Fleet commander, a Chief of 
Naval Personnel, and a Superintendent of the 
U.S. Naval Academy.

John Maxwell (’17) at a .50 caliber/.240 mount.

Commander Vavasseur’s Family with John Maxwell and 
Petty Officer Kindred (far right) face the wind and high 
seas from the bow of the five-year old guided missile 
destroyer.

USS William P. Lawrence (DDG-110) in port.

Emblem of the USS William P. Lawrence

asB asseMBly Puts PeoPle to sleeP

Laughter, surprise, excitement, and thrills filled the Saints gym as James Kellogg Jr., Master 
Hypnotist, turned audience members into celebrities right before the eyes of a couple hun-

dred of their classmates! 
 Mr. Kellogg helped Saints and OLP students find their inner-Superstars in his delightful 
Comedy Hypnosis show, sponsored last month by the Saints ASB. 
 The 60-minute show was a fast-paced blend of comedy, music and audience antics. 
Those who attended laughed hysterically as James took the audience volunteers on a guided 
tour through their imaginations with HILARIOUS results! 
 This now annual ASB show takes entertainment to a whole new level!
When asked about the popular event, ASB Director, Mr. Michael Inzunza said, “It was amaz-
ing to see the unbelievable hidden talents of our students, all of their inhibitions were gone 
and they had the time of their lives!”



sChool ProuDly aDDs two 
to BoarD oF DireCtors

St. Augustine High School, now in its 92nd 
year, proudly announces the addition of 

two new members to the School’s Board of Di-
rectors. Mary Valdes and Mark Nelson join 21 
other members of the Board.    
 Mary Valdes is the mother of alums Rudy, 
2000 and Jose Miguel, 2004.  Mary and her 
husband Roberto also have a daughter and re-
side in Bonita.  Mary has been an active mem-
ber of the Baja Golf Committee for the past 
four years.
 Mark is the father of alumni Maxwell Nel-
son, 2013.  Mark and his wife Tess have two 
sons and a daughter and reside in Mission 
Hills.
 The Mission of the Board of Directors is 
to foster and promote, through programs and 
policies, the full expression of the Mission and 
Philosophy of St. Augustine High School for the 
continued well-being and development of the 
school.

SharinG the WaveS
saints surFers CoMMit to Fellow Boys striving to BeCoMe Men

Having the gift of being a Saintsman comes with great responsibility.  Members of Saints Surf 
Team acknowledge from the time they start as freshmen to the time they leave as graduating 

seniors, they’re taught to be strong in mind and in heart.  This is also true of all Saintsmen, who are 
asked to exemplify the Augustinian values of Community (Unitas), Truth (Veritas), and Love (Cari-
tas) by sharing our gifts with others.  That’s why the SAHS Surf Team decided to surf 100 waves to 
benefit the Boys to Men Foundation during their 4th Annual 100 Wave Challenge on September 
21, 2013 - Saints surfers spending the day surfing with other boys striving to become men.
 “It was an amazing day at Mission Beach”, said Kevin Flynn, SAHS short-board surf coach. 
“We surfed with nearly 100 other young men to support the Boys to Men Foundation, doing our 
part to contribute to the nearly $200,000 raised through this year’s fundraiser.”
 The SAHS Surf Team raised over $2,000 as a team, $1,300 of which was raised by Carter 
Faucher, SAHS sophomore.  “I am very proud of our participation and look forward to having our 
surfers continue to share their gifts with others in the San Diego community,” said Jim Shaw, SAHS 
surf team head coach.
 Boys to Men is a group mentoring program working with at-risk boys in middle schools, high 
schools and foster care facilities.  It was noted more than 75 percent of the boys in this program 
do not have a father in their home.  

To learn more about this organization, visit:  www.boystomen.org

SAINTS SUrF BrOTHErHOOD—Doing what 
they love to do Saints Surf Team joined 100 other 
young surfers from the San Diego community in 
a day of Mission Beach surfing for a good cause.  
Saintsmen participating in the surf day event raised 
more than $2,000 as a team with $1,300 of that 
amount raised by SAHS Sophomore Carter Faucher 
(pictured with Kevin Flynn, Short-Board Surf Coach). 
The recent fundraiser benefitted the Boys to Men 
Foundation.

Mark Nelson Mary Valdes

SAINTSMEN SIGN—Left to right: Kiko Garcia (Pepperdine), Luis Calderson (Cal State Northridge) 
and Trey Kell (San Diego State)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College  BounD saints athletes 

Saints college bound athletes Kiko Garcia (baseball), Luis Calderson (golf) and Trey Kell (bas-
ketball) participated in the San Diego Hall of Champions “National Letter of Intent” signing 

day held last month in Balboa Park.  
 What is a letter of intent? 
 The NLI is a binding agreement between a prospective student-athlete and an NLI member 
college institution
 A prospective student-athlete agrees to attend the institution full-time for one academic year 
(two semesters or three quarters). The institution agrees to provide athletics financial aid for one 
academic year (two semesters or three quarters).
 At the San Diego co-ed NLI event baseball had the most signings with 29, softball had 22, 
Equestrian and rowing were also included among the various NCAA sports. Football players sign 
in February.
 On YouTube, the Hall of Champions has posted a time lapse of all 145 student-athletes from 
San Diego signing their letters.  Saints Athletes sign :21 seconds into the video.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uBa44WwZIC8&feature=youtube_gdata

7
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welCoMe saints newest eagle sCout

Senior Connor Whalen (’14) is St. Augustine High’s newest Eagle Scout.  Connor has been a 
member of Boy Scout Troop 950 for nearly seven years.  He progressed through Scouting’s 

ranks, earning the required 21+ merit badges and serving in leadership positions, including Se-
nior Patrol Leader.  
 His Scouting journey culminated in the completion of his Eagle Project, which helped a neigh-
borhood school, Hearst Elementary, enhance a garden used by Kindergarteners.  The garden had 
a couple of worn, splintered benches that did not provide safe seating for the kids, so Connor built 
two eight-foot redwood benches to replace the old ones.  He also replaced a dangerous chain link 
barrier with wood slats, and installed an overhead shade to protect the children from the sun.  
 The project involved deciding on a design, purchasing the wood and other supplies, learning 
to use power tools, cutting and sanding the wood, staining and sealing the wood, and building and 
installing the benches.  
 Connor had assistance from several Saints Eagle Scouts, including his brother Adam Whalen 
(’11), Connor Smith (’11), Taylor Tonner (’11) and Gary Dutra (’12), as well as from Life Scout 
Matthew Johnson (’17).
 Connor is a leader in other aspects of his life as well, serving as a youth group leader and 
Eucharistic Minister at Our Lady of Grace parish.  He also serves on St. Augustine’s ASB this year 
as senior class treasurer, and recently served as Rector for Kairos 29.  
 Connor is on the President’s List honor roll, and has been a member of the varsity swim team 
for the past three years.  In his spare time, Connor enjoys playing the drums, and attending con-
certs, having seen nearly 90 bands perform.  He works summers as a Lifeguard for the City of El 
Cajon.
His future plans include college, and earning a degree in the biological sciences or biomedical 
engineering.

“selFie” 
BooM hits aCaDeMia

Oxford Dictionary editors have desig-
nated the new word “selfie” as their 

2013 Word of the Year.  The prestigious 
publication defines “selfie” as “a pho-
tograph that one has taken of oneself,  
typically one taken with a smartphone or 
webcam and uploaded to a social media”
 “Selfie” won over strong competition 
from “twerk” or “twerking” (dancing to 
popular music in a provocative manner).   
The Oxford editors pointed out “Selfie” is 
not going away soon, in fact, its usage is 
compounding daily.Eagle Scout Connor Whalen, St. Augustine High, 

Class of 2014

Connor Whalen sits on the kindergarten benches 
he refurbished for Hearst Elementary School 
as part of his required Eagle Scout community 
project

SELF IMAGE—Saints Principal James Horne 
shows how big the “selfie” phenomenon has 
become.  He demonstrates a “selfie” while he 
was in Washington DC recently at a school 
conference.  In the background of Mr. Horne’s 
self-photographed image we can see the 555-ft. 
Washington Monument undergoing repairs.

auGuStinian heritaGe
Continued from page 2

pea plants took him eight years (1856-1863). He published his results in 1865, and his laws of genetic inheritance earned him his place in history as 
the Father of Genetics.
 Throughout the years, Mendel served the monastery loyally, and in 1868, Mendel became the Abbot, prelate of the Brno monastery. His responsi-
bilities as prelate meant that Mendel had less time to spend on his scientific investigations. Mendel took his prelateship seriously; he was aware of the 
debt he owed to the monastery for supporting his scholarly interests. In the last decade of his life, Mendel became embroiled in a civic dispute about 
the taxes being levied on the monastery. The dispute caused ill-feeling between the monastery and the civic authorities and was not settled during 
Mendel’s life.
 There now exists in Brno a Mendel museum where his life is remembered.
 (Here we should also note that we have a museum of sorts on the first floor corridor of Mendel Hall. The case contains a much longer biography, 
some books written about him, and other scientific artifacts. It is across from room 211.)
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SaintS SCene WinS preSS CLuB aWarD

Saints Scene, the school’s online community 
newspaper was honored by the San Diego 

Press Club at the recent Annual Excellence in 
Journalism Awards program. 
 Attending the ceremony were (left to right) 
Saints Scene Editor-in-Chief and school prin-
cipal James Horne, Tom Shess, Saints Scene 
Coordinator and school president President 
Edwin Hearn.  The Saints Community monthly 
was up against two local magazines in the 
same San Diego Press Club awards program 
category: the Carlsbad Business Journal and 
San Diego Lawyer magazine.
 Saints Scene earned a second place in the 
Trade and Association Publication division.  
Previously, Saints Scene has earned San Diego 
Press Club awards in 2006, 2011 and 2012.   
First place award came in 2011.

Photo: Cathy Horne.

YEAR OF NATES  
School’s Annual Bocce Ball Tourney has a familiar ring

The proverbial “a good time was had by all” at the 19th Annual Saints Alumni Bocce Ball Tournament held recently on the athletic fields on campus.  
In the beginning there was no shortage of spirit, spirits (mimosas), coffee or donuts.  

 In fact, there were still donuts available when lunchtime rolled around.  The mid-day Menu consisted of antipasto salad, pizza, unlimited beer, 
wine, bottled water and soft drinks.
 The winning team consisted of a pair of 2002 Saints Grads Nate Stender and Nate Enriquez.  Other teams not named Nate also did well, accord-
ing to tournament directors Joe “Danny” Toscano (’68) and Pete Reck (’68).
 The annual tournament benefits the school’s scholarship funds.

1

4

2

5

3

1. STYLE POINTS–Greg Sidlo, a Saints 
parent (Kyle ’12), looks stylish in his matching 
shorts and visor as he releases his bocce toss. 

2. PUrE POETrY–Everything is pointing 
toward success (including his pen) in this 
perfect follow through by alum Paul Travato 
(’85).  Note:  his cool retro original owner 
Converse high top tennis shoes. 

3. DOS AMIGOS–Tourney co-winner Nate 
Enriquez (‘02) is about to launch another 
winner.  Observing and holding both of their 
beers is winning  team mate Nate Stender 
(’02).   Celebrities in the stands included 
Laura Smith (wife of Mark Smith ‘68) and 
Nikki Taylor (girlfriend of Erik’s brother 
Nick.)  Erik and Nick Johnson (’07) are sons 
of Alumni Board Member Mark Johnson 
(‘83), a former Commanding Officer of the 
USS Rentz and USS Lake Champlain, now 
commanding a desk on a Navy Base in 
San Diego, but also served in the European 
Central Command in Stuttgart, Germany.
Equally important on bocce day, he was son 
Erik’s tourney partner.

4. SMOOTH–Erik Johnson (’07) 
demonstrates classic Bocce windup, sadly no 
points for not spilling the mimosa on delivery.  
Observing is Tony Cervantes (’71) and his 
son.

5. ALUMNI BOCCE BALL TOUrNAMENT 
WINNErS–Nate Stender (’02) & Nate 
Enriquez (’02) are shown left to right.
 
Photography by Ernie Torgeson, Parent of 
Saints Alum.



Every year the St. Augustine Alumni Association Board of Directors selects one graduate it wishes 
to recognize for his years of dedicated service to both the St. Augustine and the San Diego 

Communities.
 This year’s recipient, Thomas Cudal (’72), has certainly met those standards and then some in 
his 34 year career at Saints.
  Tom came to Saints as a student after attending St. Didacus elementary school. He received 
his bachelor’s degree from San Diego State University and earned a masters degree from Azuza 
Pacific. 
 Tom returned to Saints in 1979 and joined the faculty as a member of the English Depart-
ment. As a man of many talents, in his 34 years at Saints he has served as a coach, teacher, ad-
ministrator, ASB Moderator and Club Moderator. Tom helped organize the Intersession Internship 
Program and most of you know him as the familiar public address voice of Saints football and 
basketball games.
 Currently Tom teaches in the English Department where he is beloved by all students. He is 
the coordinator of the Society of Saints Scholars Program and he formed and leads a student feed 
the homeless program where Saints students prepare and distribute lunches to San Diego’s less 
fortunate. Tom and his wife Lucinda have two children. Their son Nick is a 2007 Saints graduate 
and daughter Rebecca is currently in her junior year at the Academy of Our Lady of Peace.

STrEET rEPAIr MAP—Outlined are the neighborhood  
streets in the general Saints area, where the City will repair  
or replace sewer and water mains.

SaintS anD oLp:  
two sChools, one sPirit

Saints Principal James Horne and OLP Prin-
cipal Mrs. Lauren Lek recently attended a 

conference on coordinate education co-hosted 
at the National Cathedral school (all girls) and 
St. Alban’s school (all boys) in Washington 
DC. At the conference the two had great op-
portunity to discuss how Saints and OLP can 
improve service to families and students by co-
ordinating their efforts in academics, activities, 
ministry, and parent education.
 During the visit, the two schools hosted a 
first ever regional alumni gathering on the east 
coast. About 20 alums from the two schools, 
spanning several decades, had a chance to 
learn “what’s new” at the schools and to remi-
nisce about their own high school days.

toM CuDaL (’72) aLuMnuS oF the Year
ongoing Career at sChool sPans 34 years

ALUMNUS OF THE 
YEAr—Congratulations are 
in order for Mr. Tom Cudal, a 
longtime teacher and admin-
istrator at the school.  He was 
recently presented the Alumni 
Association honor at a recent 
Varsity football game.  Joining 
him at the ceremony were (left 
to right): son Nick Cudal (’07); 
Mr. Cudal; daughter Rebecca 
Cudal (’15, OLP); and Mrs. 
Lucinda Cudal.

Photo: Ernie Torgeson

CO-ED CONFErENCE—OLP Principal Lauren 
Lek and Jim Horne at a regional education confer-
ence and alumni gathering in Washington  DC.

EAST COAST ALUMS—Saintsmen Dick Murphy 
(‘49), David Maloney (‘69), and Thomas Davies 
(‘12) share stories about their days at Saints at the 
recent DC alumni gathering.

Street Work 
upDate

sewer anD water line 
rePairs will reaCh 

nutMeg street at enD 
oF January

The City Engineering and Capi-
tal Projects Department has in-

formed the school that street trench-
ing for new sewer and water lines 
will reach Nutmeg Street via 33rd 
Street “about” the end of January, 
2014.

  When that day arrives, ex-
pect construction equipment to be 
present 24-hrs(either parked or working) on 33rd & Nutmeg and other nearby cross 
streets.  

  “You will encounter full block closures with detours,” says Mr. Steve  
Chipp, Executive Financial Director, “Leave with plenty of time for school to avoid feel-
ing rushed.“ 

  Normal working hours will take place Monday thru Friday, 7:30 am to 4 pm.
 Towing will be enforced. Lane closures, detours and restricted access during working 

hours is expected.10
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Speak the truth in Love
Continued from page 1 

larly well suited for a given situation. 
 Clearly, there is no advantage to crush-
ing the spirit of a student with harsh truths and 
bitter messages.  However, we must trust that 
delivering appropriate messages of truth to 
teens won’t damage their self-esteem.  Rather, 
appropriate doses of truth, may bring teens to 
know humility and self-control and will aide in 
their growth. 

Yours in the Spirit of Catholic Education,

 
James Horne
Principal

ten YearS aGo in 
SaintS SCene

early history oF saints
the arChiteCt anD 

the sChool
Editor’s note: In his book, Before All Else, Fr. 
John R. Sanders, O.S.A., describes how St. Au-
gustine School came to be built in its present 
location and how prominent architects Frank 
Mead and Richard Requa were hired.  

The year is 1922:
 Bishop John Cantwell, whose Diocese ran 
from Mexico to Monterey and Augustinian Pro-
vincial Nicholas Vasey called upon a fellow 
Augustinian Fr. Alphonse Martel to begin a 
boys school in San Diego.  On September 2, 
Father Martel arrived by train at the Santa Fe 
station in San Diego.  He quickly noticed that 
while the weather was warm, it was not nearly 
as hot as summertime in the East, and there 
was no humidity.  He was given a September 
18 date to begin classes at the new St. Augus-
tine High School.
 Under Fr. Martel, the founding principal 
and only teacher the school opened at St. Vin-
cent’s on Ibis Street in Mission Hills on Sep-
tember 18 with 19 students consisting solely of 
freshmen and sophomores.
 Martel later recorded that the first pro-
gram of instruction included religion, English, 
algebra, ancient history, Spanish, general sci-
ence and public speaking.  
 The first Saints basketball team went un-
defeated in a three game season led by coach 
Lee Waymire.  
The New School.
 On October 5, after months of searching, 
a ten-acre lot was purchased in the eastern 
section of the city.  The lot was bounded by 
32nd and 33rd Streets on the west and east, by 

Palm and Nutmeg on the north and south.  Fa-
thers Thomas Healy and Martel bought the site 
from whom Fr. Martel called “a fine Catholic 
woman named Mrs. Mannix, who favored the 
project and was willing to sell the prime land 
for $17,000.”
 Bishop Cantwell arranged for bank loans 
in Los Angeles with the Bank of Italy (later Bank 
of America) to cover the land costs.  The Au-
gustinians in San Diego, Martel and Healy, 
urged their Provincial Fr. Vasey to let them hire 
an architect to design both the school and a 
priory.
 Bishop Cantwell recommended the noted 
San Diego architects Frank Mead and Richard 
Requa.  The Bishop was familiar with Requa 
from his work to design St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church in Ojai, California.  Requa was hired 
to design St. Augustine High School in the 
“Mission Style.”
 The school was completed on August 25, 
1923 at a cost of $70,000.
 The new school opened on September 4, 
1923 with a student body of 59 and includ-
ed the addition of Fr. John A. Walsh and Fr. 
George O’Meara to the faculty.
The Architect. 
 Richard S. Requa’s career included a stint 
in the office of Irving J. Gill in 1907, where 
he worked as an on-site Project Supervisor. In 
1912, Requa joined Frank L. Mead to form 
Mead and Requa.
 Mead & Requa focused on designing 
homes for San Diegans and they also rede-
signed the business section of the community of 
Ojai for A. J. Libbey (Libbey Glass Co.), which 
included the Post Office, Catholic Church, a 
hotel and homes. 
 In 1920, Mead left the firm and Herbert 
L. Jackson joined Requa. Requa & Jackson 
became San Diego’s top architects during 
the roaring 20’s and their style, which Requa 
named ‘Southern California Architecture’, 
dominated the San Diego scene. 
 In a San Diego Historical Society biog-
raphy Parker H. Jackson, a noted Requa his-
torian wrote: [Requa] “was interested in the 
historical heritage of the Colonial style of Old 
Mexico, the Pueblos of the Southwest, and the 
Moorish features from Spain and North Af-
rica, which he saw as similar to San Diego’s 
climate. Requa made extended trips to Spain 
and the Mediterranean area photographing 
and filming architectural details and garden 
effects.
 In the early 1930s, Requa was commis-
sioned to design many of the buildings for 
the California Pacific International Exposition 
which was held in 1935. His works included 
Spanish Village; Ford Building, Starlight Bowl; 
Federal Building; original Muni Gym, House of 
Pacific Relations complex; House of Hospital-
ity; Casa del Rey Moro garden,  Alcazar Gar-
dens and many of Balboa park’s tile benches, 
fountains and arches.
 Historian Parker Jackson noted, “In 1936, 
Requa was selected, along with Louis Gill, Wil-
lam Templeton Johnson, and Sam Hamill, to 
the Committee to design the City-County Ad-

ministration Building [now the County Admin-
istration Building on Harbor Drive.  Requa died 
of a heart attack, while at work in his office, in 
June, 1941”
requa’s legacy.
 Requa’s ‘Southern California Style’ with 
its white stucco, heavily tiled roofs, wrought 
iron ornamentation, unique chimney designs, 
Moorish arches, and polychrome tile fountains 
and accents that has endured through the de-
cades and is still reflected in commercial and 
residential building today, according to Parker 
Jackson. 
 Requa’s Books are available at the San 
Diego Main Public Library and the San Diego 
Historical Society Archives in Balboa Park. 
 The San Diego Historical Society has near-
ly 300 files of Requa’s architectural drawings, 
most of them the original office copies, as well 
as a number of associated ‘presentation draw-
ings’ in color. Copies can be made of most of 
them by Special Order at a nominal cost. 
 Inside Lights on the Building of San Di-
ego’s Exposition, 1935 has been reprinted by 
Parker H. Jackson and is for sale through the 
San Diego Historical Society gift shop. 

Bishop John Cantwell, 1922



the roaD toGether
FoCusing on Caring worlD wiDe

CaMPus CluB welCoMes augustinian stuDents
By Marie-Line Allen, Saints Faculty

Unitas, Veritas, and Caritas.  These are the core values that we ask St. Augustine graduates to exemplify in their lives and in the practice of their faith.  
The question that rises is how do we measure Caritas—how do we prove that our Saintsmen graduate as caring young men?  

 Over the past five years as a teacher at St. Augustine High School, I have witnessed Caritas in action over and over inside and outside of the 
classroom.  The stories proving that your sons care deeply for others abound.  I’d like to share a few of those stories related to my role as moderator 
for the International Rescue Committee Club. 
 Four years ago, Sebastian Revels and Carlos Soto decided to create the International Rescue Committee Club. Their goal was to promote aware-
ness of the plight of refugees all over the world, in the refugee camps, and those that eventually arrive in America as refugee immigrants.  Sebastian 
and Carlos graduated the same year they created the club, but students have been eager to continue the IRC club’s activities ever since.  
 The IRC club’s ongoing activities provide Saintsmen with powerful opportunities to translate Caritas into direct, effective action. The annual Christ-
mas toy drive for refugee children spending their first Christmas in America is a particularly touching expression of Saints families reaching out to 
bring some comfort and a sense of welcome to refugee children during the holiday season.  Another example of Saints IRC Club members reaching 
out throughout the year is their support of the IRC-sponsored New Roots Community Farm in City Heights.  For the last three years, IRC Club students 
have spent one Saturday per month at the community farm, working to help refugees prepare new crops for their families’ tables and for sale at local 
farmers’ markets. 
 Last year, Mrs. Carson’s Mixed Media Art class and my French 3 class published an illustrated book in French and English telling the story of two 
refugees from the Congo and their long journey to America.  But even after the academic project was finished, my students all worried that the two 
refugees whose story they had just told would have no one to take care of them for Christmas.  They decided to have an impromptu fundraiser one 
week before Christmas break.  Every student in the class donated what he could and allowed both refugees to have a wonderful Christmas, with food 
and presents for the whole family.  
 For the last month, students have been collecting soccer gear to give to IRC in order to help them jump-start an after school soccer program for 
refugees.  Some organized a collection in their friends’ and siblings’ schools, others in their soccer clubs, and others in their families and their neigh-
borhoods.   
 Over a recent weekend, St. Augustine High School hosted Student Augustinian Values Institute (SAVI), a gathering of select students from nine 
Augustinian high schools in the United States and Canada.  SAVI provided a context for staging a soccer event with local teenage refugees.  While only 
eleven of our sophomores could attend the Institute as participants, the preparation for this weekend involved many more.  In order to offer one day of 
fun and bonding to the refugees and the SAVI participants, the Saints students helped organize a soccer tournament.  On the day of the tournament, 
the guests and hosts played and laughed hard together.  That day would not have been possible without all of our students’ caring and hard work. 
They were great hosts and made sure that their friends and guests had a great time. 
 At the end of the day, when everything was over, there was still a group of IRC players left, waiting for the IRC van to bring them home.  One young 
man, a high school junior, who was sitting alone, holding his trophy, looked very contemplative.  I sat with him and asked him how he was doing.  All 
he could think about was his ninety year old grandmother who was still in Africa, he was not sure where.  He seemed so sad at the thought that she 
might be in harm’s way.  He then told me about his family, about his mother who cannot work because of her heart condition and about his dad who 
works so hard to be able to just pay rent, 
no water, no electricity, no food.  Every 
morning, before going to school he goes 
to work in order to bring home some 
money and so his family could have 
something to eat.  The IRC van arrived 
and one young man turned to me and 
asked if we could have another tourna-
ment the following Saturday.  
 Our students allowed these young 
men and women to forget their terrible 
worries for a few hours and helped them 
to be happy. They showed them that they 
are not alone, and that there are people 
in their adopted country that genuinely 
care about them.  For an outsider, it 
might be difficult to measure how much 
our Saintsmen have absorbed the core 
values, particularly Caritas.  For the fac-
ulty and staff who witness how much our 
students do without expecting anything 
in exchange other than the joy of giving 
and sharing day in, day out, it is incred-
ibly obvious.  We are very proud of all 
our students and the strong value-based 
mission of our community. 
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CArITAS IN ACTION—Over a recent weekend, St. Augustine High School hosted Student Augustinian 
Values Institute (SAVI), a gathering of select students from nine Augustinian high schools in the United States 
and Canada.  Reports say the visitors had a great time!
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FANS IN THE STANDS—You just never know who’ll 
show up at a Saints championship game to join Halo Joe in 
“The Pit” cheering section. 

TrIPLE THrEAT—One Senior, two Sophomores comprised one of the most po-
tent trio of running backs in the school’s history.  Posed with Saints Coach Jason 
Van are (Left to right): Tyler Herburger (’14), Francoise Sims and Elijah Preston.

ALMA MATEr—Saints 2013 Varsity Football season ends with 11 
wins and two losses. 

DOUBLE PLAY—UT-TV’s Lisa Lane 
interviews Tyler Herburger, who scored 
touchdowns on offense and defense, 
after the game.

JOE JOE SHOW—Quarterback Joe 
Joe Hudson (’14), who led the Saints 
offense with four TD passes in the title 
game, is interviewed by KUSI-TV sports 
reporter Rick Willis.

PLAYOFF PAYOFF—Saints Varsity Football Coach Richard Sanchez congratulates his 
team for its hard work in earning the school’s fourth CIF title in 11 tries over 90 plus years.
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saints sCene

Your Award-Winning* monthly 
report on the St. Augustine 

High School Experience

*Awards: Saint Scene has been voted by the San Diego Press 
Club as the Best Community Newsletter by an Organization, 
2011.  Second Place in 2006 and Third Place 2012.

Mission of St. Augustine High School – Our mission is to provide a Catholic liberal arts education for young men in an environment that promotes the development of mind, 
heart and body in the Augustinian tradition. By helping to form loving disciples of Jesus Christ we communicate to the world the gospel values of community, truth and love.

Our November issue noted that the varsity football team 
wore pink socks in October in honor of breast cancer aware-
ness month. The photo we ran actually depicted junior var-
sity players, who also wore pink socks in October. From left 
to right, JV players Peter Castagnola, Connor Lance, Vincent 
Camagay, Mike Wilson, Ryan Arroyo and Bryan Rodriguez, 
all Class of 2016, at the October 18 game at Mira Mesa 
High School. Saints beat Mira Mesa 50-6.
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