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St. Augustine High School

Saints Crowned CIF Champs

School Buys Faster
Internet, Project
Football Team Humbles Mission Bay 49-0 at Qualcomm Complete by Feb.

Free Pizza for Student Body at Lunch Today to Celebrate Division II Title

Saints football gets a taste of the big leagues after a blowout victory on NFL turf.
By Justin Toscano ('14)
SPORTS EDITOR
With a massive tidal wave of
touchdowns, Halo Joe sunk the pirate ship.
The St. Augustine varsity football team
capped off an amazing playoff run with
a dominant 49-0 win against the Mission
Bay Buccaneers on Monday, December 2
at Qualcomm Stadium.
Entering the CIF Division II Playoffs,
the Saints were awarded the number two

seed and received a first-round bye for their
8-2 (4-0 in league play) record during the
regular season. However, they played like
the number one seed and greatly exceeded
the San Diego Union Tribune’s prediction
of a 24-20 victory over Mission Bay.
“We were very confident that we could
win big. We were very focused and knew
that we just needed to play our game and
the rest would handle itself,” said senior
running back and linebacker Tyler Herburger, who caught a touchdown pass and

Photo by: Michael Patacsil ('15)
ran an interception back 98 yards to the end
zone for a pick-six.
Throughout the playoffs, St. Augustine
had been dominant, winning 41-7 against
West Hills in the quarterfinals and then 5612 against Imperial in the semifinals.
“Our coaches put an extraordinary
amount of time into our game plans every
week and we executed them to near perfection”, said junior Frank Buncom IV,
SEE

CIF CHAMPS, pg. 4

By Michael McRoskey ('14)
EDITOR

Imagine the Internet at Saints
without buffering videos or laggy scrolling.
That day is coming—no, not in 2025, but in
February. That’s when Saints will get new
fiber-optic lines to boost Internet speed by up
to six hundred percent.
“The decision was pretty easy,” said Mr.
Ozdowski about the transition. “Saints is
right in the middle of a residential zone, so
we get residential Internet. We realized we
needed an upgrade,” he said.
The improvement from 15 megabits per
second to 100 megabits per second means
everyday web pages and videos will load
much faster for faculty and students, without interference from local residents. Saints
is set for the future with fiber optic lines because they’re fast and expandable, meaning
we never have to worry about running out of
bandwidth or being overloaded by neighbors.
The benefit of faster buffering and unlimited access to Wikipedia is not without cost,
however. Cox, our current Internet provider,
is literally digging trenches to bring this industrial-quality Internet to Saints. The nearest line is 20 blocks away, so workers have
had to string it underground and on top of
poles to get it here.
“When we signed the contract at the end
of last school year, we thought everything
would be completed by September,” said Mr.
Ozdowski.
Since the decision in April, the project
has had to endure countless permits, approvals, and changes, most notably because of
SDGE’s route alterations.
“If everything from now on goes smoothly, we should have faster Internet by February,” said Ozdowski.

33rd Street to be Obstructed in Late January

Expect Delays, Construction Part of City's Plan to Upgrade Water and Sewer Lines
By Alexander Danilowicz ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Although you probably don’t
need a GPS to get to Saints, you may still
have to “recalculate” your route in late-January.
On account of the city’s decision to replace water and sewer lines in North Park,
33rd Street, which neighbors the football
field and Turtle Shop, will be obstructed or
inaccessible in late January. Many students
and parents drive on 33rd Street and then
turn right on Nutmeg to reach the drop-off
zone in the front of the school.
Lane closures, detours, and restricted
access are expected, and towing will be enforced. Since construction is taking place
during Intersession, the lucky majority of
upperclassmen taking classes off-campus
won’t be affected.
“We know for sure that Nutmeg—the
part of the street directly in front of the monastery—will be constructed on,” said Mr.
Stephen Chipp, Saints Executive Financial
Director.
“You need to start rethinking your route
if you drive on 33rd Street. You can always
take 32nd, which is wider to begin with,” he
said. “Just know that if you’re running late,

be prepared that you won’t
be able to take your regular
route.”
The Saints administration has been in contact with
the City of San Diego over
the last six months to make
sure everything runs fluidly,
according to Mr. Chipp.
“We asked if they could
push the work up to our
Christmas break, but unfortunately because of unexpected delays the street
trenching will take place at
the end of the Intersession,”
he said.
The city will put signs
up two weeks before the actual construction begins, but
in the meantime, “Everyone
should begin thinking of
alternate routes and street
Photo by: Aaron Balin ('14)
parking locations in advance Street trenching will take place directly in front of Austin Hall.
of the actual work,” said Mr. Chipp.
“It will be a disruption to us and to our the end of January, at least it’s nice to know
Mr. O’Beirne, Assistant Principal of Stu- neighbors, so we want to as courteous as we our parents’ tax dollars are being put to
dent Services, reminds us that this is another can,” said Mr. O'Beirne.
good use. The city is putting in new water
opportunity for students to think about being
Although you may have to wake up a and sewer lines, which means the toilets at
more careful when driving around campus.
bit earlier and endure horrible parking at Saints should flush that much faster.
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Saintsman Servando
Carrasco ('06)
Now Engaged to
Olympian Soccer
Star Alex Morgan
By Alexander Danilowicz ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Although you may have had
a heart palpitation upon hearing that the
beautiful Olympic soccer star Alex Morgan
is now officially off the market, it must be
reassuring to know she’s engaged to one
of us. That’s right. Saintsman Servando
Carrasco, class of 2006, is the man who
put a ring on Alex Morgan’s finger (and
crushed all of your dreams).
Carrasco, like his wife-to-be, is a
professional soccer player.
“Servando was one of the most talented
players I’ve ever coached. He’s extremely
driven and always had that drive to play
professionally—even in high school,”
said Mr. Johnston, who coached Carrasco
during his four years at Saints.
Mr. Bachynsky attributes Sevando’s
romantic success to one of the of the
classes he taught him in 2005.
“We used to have a religion class
called Relationships (currently known as
Christian Vocation),” said Mr. Bachynsky.
“Surely it was the course that gave him the
tips he needed to sweep Ms. Morgan off
her feet.”
Carrasco matriculated to UC Berkeley
in 2007 on a soccer scholarship. During
his freshman year at Cal, he met his future
fiancée.
(Word on the street is that on their first
date, Morgan was attracted to his purple
and gold letterman’s jacket and his ability
to recite the St. Augustine High School
Alma Mater.)
SEE
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Serving Our Sentence, One Hour at a Time
By Charles Rayner ('14)
STAFF WRITER

Wardens blessed with a sense of humor
even decide to turn the chore of proctoring detention into a game. Maestro Jagow
invests some of his creative energy into
detention, having students line up holding
hands one session and another time keeping students in the then-unlit band room,
accompanied only by a harsh frequency
from the room’s keyboard.
“I like to do something unusual when
I have detention duty so it is memorable
with the students. Another thing I do is
make them talk about who gave them the
detention, how they earned it, and order
them to apologise to whoever gave them
the detention. I do this so they see the
situation from the teacher's perspective in
comparison with their own,” said Maestro

Jagow, who is in charge of the Saints Band.
Throughout any Saintsman’s four
years, dress code offenses are more-or-less
unavoidable. Even the most responsible
young men Saints has to offer find themselves in violation of the ever-dapper uniform Saints has devised for its students.
Considering the urgency with which some
teachers write dress codes, it is only natural
that rumors arise about dress code contests.
But according to Mr. O’Beirne, the rumors
are false:
“No. There aren’t any contests. We
don’t even have to meet a quota,” said Mr.
O'Berine. “Some teachers just take that part
of their job very seriously, as they should.”
Although no one, even teachers, like

Though Saintsmen are leagues
above lesser schools in terms of conduct
and professionalism, even the greats have
their downfalls. With 220 detention periods served last year and 59 sessions already
this semester, there is always the constant,
looming threat of that infamous white slip.
Although detentions are served for a
wide variety of reasons, according to Mr.
O’Beirne, none of the offenses are really
more prevalent than others. He did add,
however, that “failing to follow directions”
was a relatively frequent one.
The conditions of detention vary from
teacher to teacher. If given a detention, one
can expect one of several different outcomes. A detainee
might be asked to
sit in silence, and,
if particularly fortunate, with the
allowance of doing
homework
or reading. Other
teachers
make
students
pay
dearly for their
crimes—instructing convicts to
stand at attention
for the duration
of their sentences.
Still, other teachers use detention
as an opportunity
to help Saints, and
require a certain
amount of community service to
be done before
students are permitted to leave. Monday's detention seemed to be in no rush when we asked for a picture.

SEE

Detentions, pg. 8
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Student Initiative Brings Nutrition to Deserving Worms
Science Department Introduces Composting Program to Saints Campus
By Ian Harkness ('15)
EDITOR
According to the U.S. National
Waste and Recycling Program, the average
high school student in America produces over
67 pounds of trash per academic year. For
Saints, that means roughly 50,000 pounds of
trash produced by students in just one year.
Clearly, this is much too high. With landfills
across the country reaching capacity, and hundreds of U.S. cities turning toward recycling
and composting initiatives, Mr. Igelman and
Coach Michelkamp have taken it upon themselves to establish Saints’ first ever schoolwide composting program.
According to Mr. Igelman, the program
has been discussed for some time.
“Father Alvin used to collect cans around
campus, he was sort of the front-runner for
that,” said Mr. Igelman. “Coach Michelkamp,
when he started his environmental course,
came to me and said he wanted to start a program like this. I had thought about it before,
but I never had it put together. So between
Coach Michelkamp, myself, and the legacy
of Father Alvin, it was decided that this was
something we needed to do.”
But what will the program entail? Mr.
Igelman has a clear plan in mind.
“We want to ultimately lower our waste
output. The program is between my AP Bio
classes and Coach Michelkamp’s Environmental Science class, who are developing
what we refer to as stations. These stations
should help us separate our waste into recyclables (plastic and cans), organic material
(which we will compost), and material that
can’t be recycled but needs to be removed. So
our ultimate goal is to, hopefully, lower the
amount of material we send to landfills by removing our recyclables and organic materials,
and putting them to use.”

When the program is in place, students
should expect to see these “stations” placed in
the same areas as the trash cans already in position. These stations will consist of three cans:
one for organic materials, one for recyclables,
and one for trash. Hopefully, with full student
participation, the program will drastically reduce the amount of trash Saints sends to the
landfill.
The program will be run by the AP Biology and Environmental Sciences classes, which
will empty the bins of all trash, putting the organic materials into one of several compost
bins outside Mr. Igelman’s classroom. These
bins will be filled with worms who will break
down the organic material, producing nutrient rich compost. The NHS (National Honor
Society) will be in charge of overseeing the
program, and collecting bottles and cans for
recycling. Once the organic material has been
broken down, the school will be left with nutrient-rich compost. This compost will be used
around school to fertilize plants, while a few
science classes will run experiments.
Mr. Igelman and Coach Kamp expect the
program to succeed.
“Hopefully in a year or two, it will become
second nature to kids, and this is just the way
we [Saintsmen] deal with trash. Hopefully
we’ll see a cleaner environment, a cleaner
school in general,” said Mr. Igelman.
“This initiative is destined for greatness.
Composting is the bright beacon of hope in
the dark cloud of despair that is America’s environmentally unconscious mind,” said David
Valley ('15), who is in Mr. Igelman’s AP Biology class.
With any luck, the new composting program should usher Saints into the upper echelon of environmentally friendly educational
institutions. And if it doesn’t do that, at least
Saints gets worms.

It's HomeTown Buffet for worms.
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Flaunting Facial Hair for Fundraising

No Shave November Donates over $2,000 to Hogar Infantil Orphans
By Kyle Meneses ('14)
EDITOR
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Fil-Am Club Donates
Canned Goods to
Typhoon Victims
By Michael Cline ('15)
STAFF WRITER

Two years ago, as
the Christmas season was closing in, Gus Woestman ('12) was
not having visions of sugarplums
and candy canes, but rather of an
abundance of facial hair throughout the halls and classrooms of
St. Augustine High School. He
came to the ASB with a fundraising idea. With all proceeds
benefitting the orphanage, Saints
would participate in the widely
known fundraiser known as “No
Shave November.” At twenty
bucks per person, students quickly jumped at the opportunity to
forgo shaving for a month without receiving a dreaded dress
code. The tradition has lived on
for the past two years, and this
Senior Dan Pekin won a $10 iTunes gift card for his lush lion's mane.
year proved no different. While
Photo by: Michael Patacsil ('15)
some students “beards” were particularly Christian da Luz and Mr. Pruter edged out
lacking, others looked like natural mountain the competition to become the faculty’s two are those that can grow a real, manly beard,
men by November’s close.
and those who walk around with pitiful scruff
bearded champions.
A “best beard” competition was held
The fundraiser brought in a respectable for a few weeks,” said Adam Kosen ('14).
at lunch on Monday, November 25, to de- $2,200 dollars this year and proved to be
The teachers also took enjoyment in the
termine whose facial hair reigned supreme enjoyable for the many students who partici- fundraiser. “Not shaving is wonderful. Evamongst the rest. All who thought themselves pated, and even for those who didn’t.
eryone should do it!” said Mr. Eleuteri.
worthy of the honor (students and teachers
“No Shave November” is planned to
“It was definitely great not to have to
alike) gravitated to the bell tower to flaunt worry about the dreaded hassle of shaving in continue next year, with hopes high of surtheir facial hair creations before the Saints the morning,” said Patrick O’Connor ('14). passing this year’s earnings.
community. For the students, it came down “And I think No Shave November provides
“$2,200 is an amazing amount of money
to a standoff between seniors Connor Haupt a fun and easy way to raise money for the raised by the school, but next year we’re
and Dan Pekin. The roar of the audience Hogar Infantil orphanage.”
shooting for $3,000,” said Mr. Lamerato,
favored Pekin, who pridefully took home a
Even the students who didn’t grow a who was in charge of the event this year.
well-earned $10 iTunes gift card as his prize. beard or mustache still got a good laugh out
Though no one came close to imitating
The faculty also put forth its contenders, con- of the facial hair, or lack thereof, of their fel- Mr. Christian da Luz’s awe-inspiring beard,
sisting of Mr. Weber, Mr. da Luz, Mr. Pruter, low Saintsmen.
all can agree that this fundraiser is both enMr. Eleuteri and Mr. Bernens, for the title of
“No Shave November separates the boys joyable and memorable.
best faculty beard. In the end, however, Mr. from the men in the facial hair realm; there

In November, Typhoon Haiyan
slammed and ravaged the Philippine Islands. The epicenter of one of the deadliest
typhoons in recorded history were small and
poverty-stricken cities. In total, more than
5,755 people were killed by the natural disaster.
“I knew Saints had an obligation to
help,” said Michael Patacsil, Fil-Am
Club President
Those who survived were faced with the
aftermath: two billion dollars worth of damages, not to mention widespread emotional
distraught. The United Nations estimates
that around 14 million people have been affected by the typhoon, and as many as five
million children have been displaced due
to the storm. These children, prone to the
measles and polio, are being vaccinated to
protect against the spread of disease.
At Saints, the recently created FilipinoAmerican Club collaborated with the Saints
ASB to collect cans and nonperishable foods
to give to the devastated victims there.
“When I heard about the devastating
typhoon, I felt I had an obligation to help,
and what better way to do so than through
St. Augustine High School,” said Michael
Patacsil, founder of the Fil-Am Club.
With the support of homeroom teachers,
the food drive was naturally a success.
“The response by Saintsmen was overwhelmingly positive and supportive of the
cause,” said Patacsil. “We were able to collect enough cans to fill two truck loads.”
Generosity from the school community
didn't stop there, however. Mr. Bachynsky's
SEE
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Turkey-Trot Triumphs, ASB Runs Out of Chicken Pot Pies
By Eric Lujan ('15)
EDITOR
And by Chris Sanchez ('15)
STAFF WRITER
The Turkey Trot is an annual
Saints tradition going all the way back to
1956. The two-mile race is usually held on
the last day of school before Thanksgiving
break. Anyone can participate in the race,
and most trotters buy the Saints Turkey
Trot package, which, this year, included a
long-sleeve athletic Saints turkey trot shirt
and a bid. This bid is exchanged for a turkey pot pie from the San Diego Chicken
Pie Shop and Gatorade at the end of the
race. The trotters consisted of Saintsmen,
faculty, alumni, and guests.
“We sold out all the bids this year. Close
to 350 runners and a few alumni must have
participated in the turkey trot,” said Mr.
Davis, who moderated the event alongside
the sophomore ASB council.
Contrary to popular belief, the Turkey
Trot is not a fundraiser. ASB reports that
they lose money every year due to selling
the turkey trot bids for less than they are
worth. Think about it— where else can one
buy a long-sleeved athletic shirt, pot pie,
and Gatorade for only eight dollars?
After a shot from Coach Downey’s cap
gun, the trotters set off on their trek around
North Park, passing through narrow streets,
dodging cars, and watching as Mr. Weber
outran them—all under the blazing afternoon sun. The trotters ran up the alley to
the finish line by the bell tower, and those
with bids continued on to grab their chicken pot pies and Gatorades for lunch.
The first place overall winner was
sophomore Ryan Dent who ran the Turkey Trot in an impressive 12 minutes and
11 seconds. Second place went to senior

Alec Sprague at 12 minutes and 50 seconds, with
sophomore Alex Karaniwan at 13 minutes and
3 seconds right behind
him in third place. These
Saintsmen won a gold,
silver, and bronze medal,
respectively. Each winner, along with fourth
place Jacob Zickert ('16),
also received a frozen turkey.
According to the official 2013 Turkey Trot record in Mr. Davis’ room,
sophomore Carter Faucher was the last recorded
finisher. He believes there
was a misunderstanding,
however.
“I think there was a
mistake—I remember Saintsmen start the two-mile trot, a November tradition since 1956.
Photos by: Michael Patacsil ('15)
people being behind
me,” said Faucher.
The faculty winner was Mr. Jason Al- friends and family friends and comes up
Best Trot Times
coser, while the winning alumnus was here to run it. My wife takes off time to run
1. Ryan Dent ('16) - 12:11
Peter Dray. Both of them received a gold it too,” said Mr. Dent.
medal and a frozen turkey.
Perhaps the most memorable part of 2. Alec Sprague ('14) - 12:50
When the trot first started at Saints in this year’s Turkey Trot was the incident
3. Alex Karaniwan ('16) - 13:03
the mid 1950s, the winner won a live tur- with the live turkey escaping during block
4. Jacob Zickert ('16) - 13:12
key.
five.
“Back when I was a student, they
“The turkey was only a foot from us,
Faculty: Mr. Alcoser
brought a turkey onto the field, and the but it managed to make a run for it while
Alumnus:
Peter Dray
winner of the trot had to catch it. Then he nobody was looking. It ended up taking the
could take it home,” said Deacon Hardick skills and speed of about fifteen Saintsmen
('57).
to finally trap her again,” said Mr. Inzunza.
Mr. Dent ('90) is one of the faculty “She must have overheard us talking about
members who runs the race yearly.
Thanksgiving.”
“When I was in my senior year at
This year’s trot seemed to be nothing
Saints, I won a live turkey for being the short of a success. If you have yet to run
fastest. Now, as a teacher, I won a $5 gift the trot, make sure to give it a shot next
card for being the slowest . . . I love it, year. Who knows, you may win yourself a
and so does my daughter. She brings her live turkey.
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Surf Report: Saints/OLP Team Rides Wave of Success

Serra High School Fails to Show, but the Real Competition is Mother Nature
By Chris Sanchez ('15)
STAFF WRITER
Surfs up man! Shaka bro! Woah
man you got totally barreled! These expression aren’t foreign to us here in California,
and certainly not to the Saints and OLP Surf
Team, which begins another year soaking up
the sun, cruising the waves, and maybe even
swallowing a little salt water.
Hyped from a default victory against Serra High on October 27 (rumoured to be too
afraid to show up), the surf team has already
established themselves as a force to be reckoned with. The meet, held at Ocean Beach,
the Saints Surf team still competed amongst
themselves, saving Serra from the obvious
embarrassment.
Whether you ride a fiberglass or foam
board, the surf team is open to every Saintsman and OLP Pilot alike. However, not everyone is chosen to compete in meets; the average comes out to around ten males and four
females. The competition team consists of six
shortboarders, three longboarders, and one
bodyboarder for the males; two shortboarders
and two longboarders for their female counterparts. This setup makes the selection for the
meets quite competitive and challenging for
those looking to attend the two-meet requirement in order to achieve a varsity letter.
Surf meets are held in heats, where each
surfer wears a different color rash guard and
ultimately receives a number based on his or
her place ranked among the different competitors. The entire team practices together
Saturday mornings at 8 A.M., conquering the
beautiful waves that span La Jolla Shores.
While mandatory practices are held once a
week, the majority of surfers go on their own
as much as possible.

“I love the ability to surf in Cali; I try and
make it to the beach every Wednesday before
school,” said junior Kyle Cato.
Evolving from a club of die-hard surfers coached by a volunteer dad, the team has
grown immensely in its twenty year history.
After 18 years of club participation, OLP
has officially recognized surfing as a varsity
sport, tripling participation to thirty members
from last year's ten.
“I’m in it for the fun,” said junior Emily

Joey Costa ('15) shreds the gnar.

Valine. “I love hanging with my friends and
tanning. I feel it's my duty as a California girl
to surf waves while maintaining that bronze
shine.”
Surf Coach Jim Shaw has initiated a Friday conditioning program, consisting of a run
that is somewhat similar to the Turkey Trot.
“We like to have the kids be in top shape,
both in the water and with some running. As
the winter arrives, so do the larger waves, and
we want to be ready for that. Conditioning

SEE
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Basketball Eager to
Defend State Title

➤ CIF CHAMPS

Continued from Page 1
who is the starting cornerback and was given
the task of covering the
Buccaneers’ star receiver
Andre-Petties-Wilson.
The dominant championship game win
was highlighted by the
Saints’ smothering defense, which has been
stellar all season.
“The key to our great
defense this season was
the chemistry we gained
after the 23-0 loss at
Eastlake. We used the
loss as motivation because we never wanted
to lose like that again,”
said senior nose guard The Pit and OLP cheerleaders doing what they do best.
Deric Vierra, who added a sack, a fumble
This CIF Championship proves that
recovery, and an interception to a remarkhard work pays off and exceeds talent. We
able showing by the Saints defense against
remained faithful, strong, and united after
the Buccaneers.
two grueling losses earlier in the season. We
In the first half, the Saints held Mission
just kept moving forward, believing in each
Bay to a measly -12 rushing yards and 96
other and ultimately came out with the prize
passing yards.
that we had worked so hard for,” said line“Our main focus for the game was to
man Daniel Ramirez ('15).
stop numbers 2 and 10 [Lamarriel Taylor
and Andre Petties-Wilson, respectively]. from the game. There was no magic to it,
We knew that the game was ours if we shut we lined up and locked them down!” said
down their two best players because we Buncom.
were already confident that we could stop
Led by their three-headed monster of
their running game”, said Vierra ('14).
Elijah Preston ('16), Tyler Herburger ('14),
Saints’ outstanding defense flustered and Francoise Sims II ('16), Saints rushed
and confused Mission Bay quarterback for over 250 yards to pave the way to their
Nicholas Plum. Plum completed 14 of his fourth CIF San Diego Section Champion32 passes for 192 yards and committed ship in school history. The trio rushed for
three of the five turnovers forced by the 222 yards collectively to help the Saints
Saints defense.
amass 405 total yards of offense.
“Coach Sanchez is a crazy man that
Our offense is predicated on what the
loves to blitz. When you blitz as much defense gives us. If they allowed us to run
as he does, there are a lot of one-on-one the football, then we definitely wanted to
match-ups. Our front seven did a great job establish that first. They decided to load the
of pressuring [Plum], while our secondary box so we took some shots on the edges
was able to eliminate their good receivers that paid off”, said Coach Richard Sanchez

adds safety to the sport,” said Shaw, who has
been coaching the program alongside moderator Deacon Hardick for 19 years. Coach
Shaw ('71) hopes to add to the two banners
that currently hang within Doughtery Gym.
The team is currently 1-0 after having to
postpone their second meet due to stormy
weather conditions, which increase runoff
and pollution at the beaches. Looking ahead
at the season, the Saints and OLP Surf Team

Trey Kell Commits to SDSU
By Justin Toscano ('14)
SPORTS EDITOR

Photo by: Michael Patacsil ('15)
in an interview with the San Diego Union
Tribune’s Craig Malveaux.
For every high school football player in
San Diego, playing at Qualcomm Stadium
for the CIF Championship is a dream.
“Playing in Qualcomm Stadium is the
closest some of us will ever get to playing in a professional football stadium. The
whole experience was unforgettable. We
felt like professionals because there were
replays on the jumbo screen, cameramen
on our sideline, and an enormous crowd
from the Saints community cheered us on
throughout the victory,” said junior offensive lineman Daniel Ramirez, who was a
key factor in the great blocking that aided
in the gain of 405 yards of offense for the
Saints.
The monumental 49-0 victory that
completed an epic season highlighted by a
Holy Bowl win against Cathedral Catholic,
an 8-2 record, and an exceptional playoff
run will be savored for a long time by the
CIF San Diego Section Division II Champion, St. Augustine Saints.

The champs are primed for another run at the title. As they start the season,
Saints varsity basketball is more than ready
to defend their state championship against
the opposition. Last year, Saints made an
epic run for the state championship that was
capped off by an exciting overtime victory in
Sacramento. The state champions even finished with a ranking in the top 100 on MaxPreps.com, a prestigious website that covers
high school athletics.
This year’s team is considerably younger
than last year’s because of the loss of four
starters and key components to the team
from the graduating class of 2013. However,
Coach Mike Haupt is optimistic about his
team’s chances for success.
“I like our young players. I am confident
that we will play very well this season. Our
guys just need to learn their new roles this
year,” said Haupt, who is in his 18th year as
Saints basketball’s head coach.
Senior Saintsman and San Diego State
University commit Trey Kell has been on
varsity basketball since his sophomore year.
This season, he is confident in the team’s
ability to perform well and looks to lead
them as a seasoned veteran.
“I am confident in our new players this
year. We have been practicing a lot since the
beginning of the school year and we are confident that we will perform well this year. I
am just going to try to lead by example, play
the role that Coach Haupt wants me to, and
the rest should take care of itself,” said Kell
('14), who is renowned for his three clutch
free throws that sent the California State
Championship Game into overtime.
Saints Basketball is prepared for the
tough and lengthy road ahead.
“We’re ready to defend our title,” said
Coach Haupt.
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Mr. Yoakum: the Mathematician, the Marathoner, the Man
By Luis Vidrio ('15)
STAFF WRITER

It’s always a pleasure to behold a
teacher shutting down a student who makes a
dumb remark in class. But it’s most fun when
the teacher doing it is Mr. Yoakum. No teacher
can rip into a goofball student with a snappy
comeback as well as him. Anyone who has
had Mr. Yoakum knows this. But perhaps not
all students know about his softer side. While
he might not seem all that warm and fuzzy,
there is a lot more to Mr. Yoakum than meets
the eye.
Mr. Yoakum has been here at St. Augustine
High School for the past seven years as a math
teacher and basketball coach. But he is not a
San Diego native. He grew up in the city of El
Segundo of Los Angeles County, located on
the Santa Monica Bay. Much of his childhood
involved constantly moving around the state.
“We moved around a lot when I was a kid.
Prior to moving to San Diego, the longest I’d
ever lived in one house was maybe four years.
And the longest I’ve ever gone to school or
even worked in one place was five years,” said
Mr. Yoakum.
Mr. Yoakum developed a love for sports at
a young age. As a middle schooler, Mr. Yoakum favored baseball, but then in high school
he also added football, basketball, cross country, and track and field.
He had long aspired to become a basketball coach, noting that “coaching was a way
to stay involved in the game.” Mr. Yoakum
has served as an assistant coach for the varsity
basketball team ever since he’s joined Saints.
He’s worked alongside head basketball coach
Mike Haupt through many of Saints’ victories,
including last year when Saints basketball took
home the state championship.
“This is my first state championship,” he
said. “Since I started coaching, I thought that
the ultimate point in my career would be to

take part in such an accomplishment. I’m happy
that the kids were able to
accomplish this.”
Mr. Yoakum is also a
great math teacher. He’s
had lots of experience prior to Saints, having been
a teacher at four different
schools.
“Mr. Yoakum is an
awesome
Geometry
teacher, and he has many
real life experiences that
he relates to his lessons,”
said Matt Smith ('15).
“Although he is a Miami
Dolphins fan, I still think
he’s a great teacher... Go
Chargers!”
“Mr. Yoakum’s use
of humor and analogies
make his Algebra II class Mr. Yoakum is famous for his snappy comebacks to students.
quite memorable and a
great experience. He’s always willing to an- his car (“the Yoakumobile”) for 17 years, but
swer questions and help students in need,” said it’s only been taken to a mechanic three times.
Given that Mr. Yoakum has lived in so
Jacob Smart ('15).
Mr. Yoakum also enjoys running mara- many different places and can do so many
thons. In the past, when he had taken part in things, one might wonder what he’ll do next.
“My problem is that I like to do a lot of
cross country, he hated it; but soon he came to
realize that this was because he exerted himself things, so I do a lot of things. But I don’t like
far beyond his capabilities. Now he runs along- to do any one thing for an extended period of
side his wife, who recently joined a triathlon time. However, unless something miraculous
club, and he once again enjoys it. He noted that were to happen, I see myself teaching for the
duration of my career. When you get to a cerrunning within your limits is key.
“I like half-marathons a lot better just be- tain age, it’s hard to switch.”
“I love living where I do, I love being marcause they’re easier. You don’t have to train
over-the-top for those, and you still feel pretty ried to my wife, I love my daughter, and I love
being at Saints. I wouldn’t want things any
good after you’re done,” he said.
Teaching, coaching, and marathon-running other way.”
It turns out that deep down, Mr. Yoakum is
aren’t everything within Mr. Yoakum’s repertoire of talents and skills. He can also fix just warm and fuzzy after all.
about anything, given enough time. He’s had

Photo by: Michael Patacsil ('15)

Myth:

Writing for the newspaper is
lame and laborious.

Fact:

Writing for The Augustinian is an
awesome way to meet teachers
and students, it looks great on your
college application, and takes less
time than you think.
Join us Tuesdays at lunch in room
318 or contact saintsnewspaper@
gmail.com. Freshmen welcome!

Two Hundred and Fifty Buck Chuck
By Sean Panado ('17)
STAFF WRITER

“Starting at the left defensive
end position for the Saints, standing at a
massive six feet five inches, weighing 250
pounds is number sixty-six… Chuck Filiaga!”
Despite his baffling size and build,
Chuck Filiaga is a freshman. Yes, you read
that correctly—a freshman.
“When I saw Chuck for the first time in
my English class, I could have sworn that
he was a senior. He’s just so tall!” said Juan
Letayf ('17).
In addition, because of Chuck’s immense frame, he had the blessing and opportunity of playing with the varsity football team all year, including during the CIF
Championship win where he tallied one sack
and two critical tackles.
“I’m happy and glad for our team. All
the hard work and dedication in the summer
and off-season really feels like it’s paid off.
I haven’t been able to stop smiling whenever
someone brings it up! The feeling of being
champs feels great,” said Filiaga ('17) after
the 49-0 victory at the CIF championship
game.
Chuck has been playing football since
the sixth grade, and now feels honored to be
a player on the team that brought two banners to Saints.
“As a captain and leader of the football
team, it is my duty to bring intensity to my
team. Chuck is full of energy and plays the
game with an incredible amount of passion,”
said junior Frank Buncom IV, who has been
on Saints Varsity Football since his freshman
year.
However, off the field, many are unaware that he has only recently been living
in the States. Chuck moved from his hometown Tutuila, Samoa last June. He finished
his last days of eighth grade in Tutuila before
packing his bags for San Diego and Saints.

Although he was sad to leave home, at the
same time he also knew that moving to the
United States would give him a better shot at
fulfilling his dream: playing college football,
and ultimately, playing in the National Football League (NFL).
Although this is Chuck’s first time in
Daygo, it is definitely not his first time in the
States. Chuck had lived in Texas and Hawaii
between the ages of eight and twelve prior to
his staying in Samoa.
Over the summer, he couldn’t wait
to start the football season and meet new
friends, but was unaware of just how much
he would enjoy the classroom. Chuck admires his teachers and coaches at Saints and
appreciates their warm hospitality.
“I love my teachers. They are all really
nice and they make it easy to learn,” said
Chuck.
Of his teachers, Chuck likes Mrs. Arnn
the most. He admires her fun-loving personality, her sense of humor in the classroom,
and her steadfast loyalty to her home state
of Kentucky.
In Chuck’s off time, he loves to play basketball. He often goes to the park to shoot
hoops with some of his new neighbors in
Point Loma. Chuck has not had a chance to
try out for the Saints basketball team as a result of the deep playoff run. But as soon as
the season is over, he plans to use his lightning quick footwork and upper body aggressiveness on the basketball court.
When Chuck arrives home from his busy
and productive school days, he feeds his
heavy metabolism and hits the books hard.
He also enjoys talking on the phone with his
friends at Saints and his family in Samoa.
While it might only be natural to be intimidated at first by Chuck’s gigantic size,
don’t let that stop you from meeting him.
The worst that could happen is a firm handshake or slightly terrorizing bear hug.
Which one of these freshmen is Chuck?

Photo by: Michael Patacsil ('15)
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Students Need to Evaluate Teachers
In an age when online reviews allow
us to critique and evaluate everyone and
everything, it seems rather archaic that we
here at Saints have no official online forum to
evaluate teachers.
Currently, teachers at Saints may (or
may not) hand out a “Course & Instructor
Evaluation Form” to students to solicit their
feedback. This form is always to be filled
out anonymously, but since that feedback is
handwritten and then submitted in person to
a teacher, students can lose confidence in that
anonymity, and as a result, many Saintsmen
hesitate to provide criticism with the candor
they wish. At the same time, abusive reviews
of Saints instructors anonymously posted on
third-party websites have underscored the
failure of certain students to recognize how
harmful and insensitive their words can be.
In the wake of such incidents, it is
tempting for the Saints administration to try
to shut down or censor online criticism of
teachers as a whole. This would be a mistake.
Clearly, developing an evaluation system
that is fair to both students and teachers can
pose a problem. A potential solution is to
create an official, online ratings-only system
that ensures both student anonymity and
participation. The results would be seen only
by the instructor and the administration.
Instead of conducting evaluations at
year-end, opening an online survey each
quarter will give students the chance to
provide feedback that can benefit teachers
immediately. Making the survey voluntary
would ensure that students who care about the
quality of their education will have a voice.
There are three reasons why the Saints
administration should do this:
Foremost, the best way to manage the
online reputation of faculty at Saints is to
provide a more controlled environment, one

which fulfills students’ yearning to be heard.
Although it’s impossible to control the caustic
comments that find their way online, giving
Saintsmen an institutionalized outlet might
reduce their temptation to vent publicly.
Second, renowned companies and
organizations today recognize the value of
input from the people they serve. Even our
federal government has opened a www.
whitehouse.gov website to allow citizens to
provide feedback—and it’s fairly certain they
face a lot more controversy than a small high
school in San Diego.
Lastly, setting up an evaluation service
has never been easier or less costly. Online
services such as SurveyMonkey.com (which
could be directly integrated into Saints on the
Web through a link) costs a maximum of $65
per month.
There’s no denying this school’s
administration encourages and accepts
constructive criticism. Therefore, it only
makes sense for them to take advantage of the
modern tools at their disposal to reach out to
their most important constituents.
Of course, if the administration does
choose to undertake online evaluations, they
will only be as good as the students who make
them. Ultimately, this process will only work
if Saintsmen are responsible, constructive,
and tactful in what they submit.
The Augustinian recognizes and
understands that any such system would take
time and effort to implement, but we consider
the absence of such a program a regrettable
lapse in an otherwise sterling school record.
While we acknowledge that our proposed
online program may not be perfect,
something must be done to give the students
of St. Augustine High School a greater voice
in evaluating their teachers.

Page 7

THE AUGUSTINIAN
Alexander Danilowicz
Editor-in-Chief
Eric Lujan
Editor

Ian Harkness
Editor
Mr. Vladimir Bachynsky
Moderator

Michael McRoskey
Aaron Balin:
Editor
Chief Photographer

Kyle Meneses
Editor

Justin Toscano: Sports Editor
Contact us: saintsnewspaper@gmail.com

The views expressed do not necessarily reflect those of St. Augustine High School.
The purpose of the editorial page is not to inflame, but to serve as a catalyst for
dialogue on campus. Please send a letter to the editor to saintsnewspaper@gmail.
com if you have any comments. All letters will be considered for publication.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Mr. Editor,
Many of the articles in the last issue
of The Augustinian were very good, both
content wise and grammatically; however,
there were also a few mistakes that I feel
should be addressed. Firstly, there is a glaring
grammatical blunder on the Society of Saints
Scholars’ article. It reads “Society of Saints
Scholars Meet…” when instead; it should
read “Society of Saints Scholars Meets…”
It was a simple subject-verb agreement error
that should not be made at this level of writing.
Unfortunately, I can also tell when an
article was rushed, and the piece on the
Cross Country team seemed to be just that. I
believe that the Cross Country team deserves
much more recognition than a 260-word blob

Should I Ask Santa for a Xbox One or PS4?
By Giovanni Reyes ('15)
STAFF WRITER
After eight long years, avid
gamers are ready to experience the next
generation of gaming consoles. What
does this mean for Saintsmen? It’s a
choice between two next-gen beasts:
Sony’s PlayStation 4 and Microsoft’s
Xbox One. While both consoles appear
similar aesthetically, they offer a multitude of features that cater to different
types of gamers.
Sony’s PlayStation 4 has been marketed first and foremost as a gaming
console. With its $400 price tag, ($100
less than the competition), a popular
selection of launch titles, and a revamp
of its Dual Shock controller to a touch- It's not as simple as choosing between the alphabet or shapes on your controller.
screen version, the PS4 has proven to
Photo courtesy of pcmag.com
be quite the crowd-pleaser. Launch exclu- Xbox One has proven to be a hit with con“The next generation of gaming consives include Killzone: Shadow Fall, a sci-fi sumers, amassing 1.5 million consoles sold soles disappointed me,” said junior Louie
first person shooter, and Knack, a third-per- already. Launch exclusives include the rac- Molina, who owns the Wii-U. “The crowds
son platformer. As of today, Sony has sold ing simulator Forza Motorsport 5, zombie- are begging for innovation but instead got
over 2.1 million consoles worldwide, with mashing Dead Rising 3, and the gladiatorial stuck with both sides of this new war doing
one having already reached the hands of Ryse: Son of Rome.
a cop-out and just focusing on features other
lucky Saintsman Malcolm Johnson.
“The Xbox One has been a great expe- than games. They did this because there is
“Compared to the PS3 and Xbox 360, rience,” said junior Richard Morris. “With not really anything new to do. Your games
the loading times for games are nearly the addition of Skype you can now call your won't run the console to the limits of its new
non-existent,” said junior Malcolm John- friends on the fly in the middle of watching hardware and the new upgrades are primarson. “The graphics seem at times too real an NFL game or racing in Forza 5. I choose ily for purposes other than gaming.”
and have been given a major upgrade. The the Xbox One over the PS4 as I am used to
Other gamers wish to wait for a priceXbox One and the PS4 have almost the playing on Xbox consoles. For my competi- drop before buying a new console. “I don't
same RAM and Memory in terms of graphi- tive side, the Xbox One suits me better be- know how soon I will be purchasing a PS4.
cal processing. The PS4's 3D Blu-Ray drive cause the controller setup felt more natural However, I have a feeling both consoles will
and Netflix capabilities are all I need enter- in my hands. That’s a big deal when you’re be $100 less in 18 months,” said Mr. Christainment. A lot of PlayStation owners are playing in a tournament. Plus the fact that tian da Luz, who teaches history at Saints.
weary of the new mandatory online fee, but its connected with Windows 8 gives people
Ultimately, both systems are great, but
the matchmaking service is so much faster. the ability to be connected to Xbox Live and each excels in a specific feature set. The
When I’m online my PS4 rarely lags.”
talk to their friends or play a game on the PlayStation 4 caters to those who want a
On the other side of the coin is the Xbox move. I have purchased Forza Motorsport dedicated gaming console with features
One, which has been heavily marketed as 5 which is a racing simulation game as well ranging from indies to full-blown platform
an all-around entertainment system. The as Battlefield 4, a first-person shooter. These exclusives. The Xbox One offers a multiXbox One is not just meant for playing games are great, but lets wait and see what tude of entertainment options and is intendCall of Duty, but can also be used for Net- the future holds because we have yet to see ed to be the sole entertainment system in
flix, ESPN, and other entertainment pack- the consoles at full potential.”
your living room. Whatever system Saintsages. Want to watch the Chargers on ESPN
However, not everyone is completely men put on their Christmas lists this holiday
while Call of Duty Ghosts is loading up? No satisfied with the potential of next-gen con- season should keep them very entertained.
problem, Microsoft’s got you covered. The soles.

on page 5 for beating the CATHEDRAL
CATHOLIC DONS.
Ending on a good note, I love the article
on Breast Cancer Awareness by the OLP
correspondent. I think that there should be
more interaction with our sister school in this
regard as some entertaining, perhaps even
comical articles from the other side of North
Park would be much appreciated (but please
no more “what girls look for in men” type
stuff).
Sincerely,
Collin McNicholl Carter ('15)
We plan to do more with the “Pilot Press”
in the next issue and we'll try not to make our
grammar any worser - Editor

Chaplain's Corner
By Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A.
COLUMNIST

A Dilemma: Be Sick
or Be in an Accident
Remember the challenge that Pope
Francis made to all the youth at the World
Youth Day? It was the challenge to go out
of ourselves, to go out of our communities, in order to encounter others, especially
those who are on the fringes of society.
Later Pope Francis continues that theme
to help us develop as Catholic Christians.
“Instead of being just a church that welcomes and receives by keeping the doors
open, let us try also to be a church that
finds new roads, that is able to step outside
of itself and go to those who do not attend
Mass, to those who have quit or are indifferent. The ones who quit sometimes do it
for reasons that, if properly understood and
assessed, can lead to a return. But that takes
audacity and courage.” (Interview in America Magazine, August, 2013)
What will happen if we do not do this?
In September, 2013, Pope Francis, speaking
to a group of catechists, indicates precisely
what happens when we do not do this!
“What I want to say now, I have already said many times before, but it comes
from my heart to say it again. When we
Christians are closed in our group, in our
movement, in our parish [I would add: in
our schools!] in our own environment, we
remain closed and what happens to us is
what happens to whatever remains closed:
when a room is closed the odor of humidity
gathers. And if a person is closed in that
room, they become ill! When a Christian is
closed in his group, or parish, or movement
[or school!], he remains closed and becomes
ill. If a Christian goes out into the streets, in
the peripheries, what my befall him is what
happens to many people on the street: an accident. We have seen many road accidents.
But I say to you: I prefer a thousand times
over a Church afflicted by accidents rather than a sick Church!” The dilemma: BE
SICK OR BE IN AN ACCIDENT!

ET CETERA
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If Saints Teachers Were Authors...
By Ian Harkness ('15) and Alexander Danilowicz ('15)
Art by Michael Leahy ('15)

Online Version to Accompany
By Danielle Burner ('14)
OLP CORRESPONDENT

Mr. Bernens and his crew of
thespians brought the classic story of The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer to life in their
annual fall theater musical. On November
20, 22, 23, and 24, the Saints Drama team
along with some of the girls from OLP
performed at the historic Birch North Park
Theater, entertaining the audience with
their exuberant acting and harmonious
singing once again.
Eammon Garland ('15) starred as Tom
Sawyer, bringing a unique liveliness to the
stage.
“I can’t believe I had the opportunity
to play the lead role in one of Saints theater
productions. It was an indescribable experi-

ence and one I will sure never forget,” he
said.
The play even featured a cameo by Mr.
Weber, who played Doc Robinson. He not
only had a musical number, but also had
the opportunity to play dead on stage, as
his character was killed off in one scene.
Students alike also made their first appearances on the big stage. First performers included Matt Apides (‘15), who played the
role of Lyle Peters, and Andrew Stoddard
(‘15), who played the schoolteacher, Lemuel Dobbins.
Eric Lujan (‘15), who is relatively new
to the bright lights of the theater stage,
played the sinister Injun Joe, whose onedimensionally evil demeanor and lack of
morals brought a certain dark side to the

story.
“I had fun playing the bad guy. It allowed me to stretch my range of acting.
Last production I was in I played a laidback cop; this time I got to have a little fun
scaring the audience,” said Eric Lujan (‘15).
The closing night of Tom Sawyer
brought in the biggest ticket sale since
Saints West Side Story in 2006. The future
of Saints drama is looking up after yet another successful performance. The spring
theater production will be A Man For All
Seasons. It will be held in March, marking
the return to the OLP auditorium in over a
decade.
“Although it’s been a while, we’re
happy to be returning to OLP,” said Mr.
Bernens.

The staff of the Pilot Press, the
OLP student newspaper, has recently taken
an exciting leap forward into the world of
journalism, and has been working hard to
make sure that their product isn’t anything
less than extraordinary.
The Pilot Press is excited to present their
second printed edition to Saints tomorrow,
on Friday, December 13. About 200 issues
will be distributed. If you miss a copy you
can pick one up in Mr. Bachynsky’s room.
One of the most interesting components
of the Pilot Press is its duality. The newspaper is split up into two portions: a quarterly
publication in newsprint and a regularly
updated online publication (www.olppilotpress.org). Though the two publications are
closely tied together, they are not the same.
The physical newspaper is limited to eight
pages. However, because the OLP administration encourages students from all different
writing levels to contribute to the paper, the
Pilot Press staff has made an effort to post all
student entries on their website. The newsprint edition encourages its readers to answer
opinion polls or submit photos and personal
poetry on the website. Because of this, support of the OLP newspaper has become communal.
In addition to the Pilot Press’s tech savvy
approach towards spreading current events,
the newspaper itself contains a lot of unique
articles that are definitely worth a read for
both Saintsmen and Pilots. For example, the
upcoming addition of the Pilot Press will
feature helpful advice columns, a feature on
the Saints and OLP basketball teams, local
restaurant reviews, and even an exposé of a
mysterious bell tower on the OLP campus.
Make sure to pick up a copy and go online to olppilotpress.org!

➤ Soccer Love

➤ Detentions

➤ Packaging Hope

➤ Surf's Up

Carrasco and Morgan had been
dating for 5 years until Tuesday, when
Morgan announced their engagement over
Instagram and Twitter, writing that she
“couldn’t be happier.”
There’s no word at this time where
Carrasco and Morgan will celebrate their
wedding. We can only hope it’s in the
Saints Monastery with Fr. Bob as the
presider. I call being the altar boy.

detention or enforcing the dresscode, these
facets of Saints life are an essential part of
our school’s disciplinary system.
“Enforcing the dress code is important
because it puts students in an academic
frame of mind, and detentions are successful in deterring students from becoming repeat offenders,” said Mr. O’Beirne.

religion classes donated just over $1,200 in
aid, and sophomore Jake Schmidt and Father
Kirk organized a shoe drive for the victims.
Still, the process of rebuilding has yet to
take shapefully.
“These people are still struggling,” said
Mr. Cudal, moderator of the Fil-Am Club.
“There is more that we must do to lend a
hand.”

aspires to become a serious contender in San
Diego County.
“Surfing is a community sport, and in my
opinion, a truly Augustinian sport due to the
community that is created,” said moderator
Deacon Hardick.
The team welcomes all novice or veteran
surfers to participate, shred the gnar together,
and enjoy a truly Californian pastime.

Saints Drama Brings “Tom Sawyer” to Life
By Kyle Meneses ('14)
EDITOR
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by Eammon Garland ('15) and Mr. Vladimir Bachynsky

The True Identity of Santa Claus
Fire up!

