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We call everyone
“Coach”
Dear Parents and Friends,

-

New Year’s Special Sports Reports Inside
CIF Championship Football Game X3 • Intramural Super Bowl
Cross County Ends Great Season • Defending State Hoops Champs in Action

I

f you hang around
long enough, someone
on campus will call you
“Coach.” It is a common
greeting here on Nutmeg
Street, whether a priest,
a counselor, a teacher,
a volunteer or indeed a
coach. We call everyone
Principal James Horne “Coach.”
Some think it’s a
tie to athletics and the prominence of sport at
our all boys campus, but it’s not. It is because,
as mentors to young men, we are actively
coaching them, all the time, as they develop
themselves in mind, heart and body.
Our classrooms and extracurricular activities are not places for young men to absorb
and learn purely by watching and listening, we
want them to learn by doing. If we are going to develop critical thinking in our students,
we must “coach” them in that ability. Our students, whether in class, an activity, an internship, a service project, or in competition will
learn best by their own active engagement and
disciplined approach to the task at hand. As
such, our faculty and staff are regularly on the
sidelines “coaching” and guiding students to
perform the assigned task in the right way and
in the right spirit.
Our unique approach with boys allows us
Continued on page 14

GETTING MARRIED—Alex Morgan, a member
of both the U.S. Women’s National Soccer team and
2012 Gold Medal winning USA Olympic Soccer team,
is engaged to wed what St. Augustine High alum? See
page 3 “Where are they now?” for details.

LOOKING AHEAD—The school and its Saints Community resources are continuing to work hard to raise
funds to build Phase II of the new campus. Phase I was completed in 2007. A school video has been produced to preview the new athletic facility on campus once Phase II fundraising is complete and construction
begins. No timetable has been set for Phase II, however look for updates throughout 2014.

HONOR ROLL
SWITCHED TO
SEMESTER POSTING

R

ecently, the school has made changes in
how the Honor Roll is presented. In years
past, the honor roll has appeared four times
annually. Beginning in 2014, the Honor Roll
will appear after each semester.
The purpose of the Honor Roll at St. Augustine High School is to recognize and honor
those students who have attained outstanding
academic success in any given semester and
to provide positive reinforcement that inspires
all students to strive even harder to perform at
their highest levels in all subjects. St. Augustine has two levels of Honor Roll distinction,
First Honors and Principal’s List. These distinctions are based on semester grades.
First Honors is awarded to those students
achieving an academic grade point average
between 3.50 and 3.99 while the Principal’s
List is awarded to those attaining an academic
grade point average of 4.0 or higher. The
Honor Roll is posted each semester following
the official issuance of grades from the Office
of the Registrar.

New Year’s
Prayer

By Fr. John Sanders, O.S.A. (’66)

A

llow me to enter the new year in the
security of Your love and with a grateful heart.
Grant good health, true wisdom and
the gift of faith to all those I cherish and
love.
Free me from any disappointment,
loss or attitude of failure, which might keep
me from the joy of Your presence in my
daily life.
Lift away anxiety or worry which cloud
the direction of my life, and invite me to
journey new paths when necessary.
Fill me with charity, truthfulness and a
concern for others.
Let me transform my weaknesses into
strengths and trade my pride for the gift of
humility.
Give to all people of good will a desire
to make our world a safe haven of peace,
true justice, and a place where hunger and
homelessness are unknown.
Amen

John Stone

Priest and Martyr
Edited by Fr. Bob Gavotto,
Saints Chaplain, O.S.A., (’55)

The church in every land has known the witness of martyrs. England is no exception. The Augustinian, John Stone, accepted death rather than compromise his beliefs. A friar like many others of his day, he stands out from the rest, however, for his extraordinary courage and fidelity to his convictions,
all for the sake of the Church’s unity and freedom. Here is one man, among many men and women, who honored Jesus’ command to “give to Caesar
what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”
AUGUSTINIAN HERITAGE

A

lmost everything we know about John Stone regards his imprisonment and death. Presumably
he joined the Augustinians at Canterbury, England, where the Order was founded in 1318. In
December 1538, a former Dominican, Richard Ingsworth, one of Cromwell’s men, appeared in
Canterbury.
He closed both the Franciscan and the Dominican houses on December 13, and the following
day appeared at Austin Friars. Each friar had to sign an explicit acknowledgment of Henry VIII as head
of the English Church. John refused Ingsworth’s order and instead made a lengthy attack on Henry’s
usurpation of the Church’s rights. He was taken prisoner, brought to London to Cromwell, but refused
to recant.
After almost a year’s detainment, on October 27, 1539, he was sent to be tried and executed
at Canterbury. An eyewitness to his imprisonment testified, “John Stone was invested with the crown of
martyrdom at Canterbury. But before that, having poured forth prayers in prison to God and having
fasted continuously for three days, he heard a voice, though he saw no one, which addressed him by
name and bade him to be a good heart and not to hesitate to suffer death with constancy for the belief
which he had professed. From which afterwards he gained such eagerness and strength as never to
allow himself by persuasion or terror to be drawn from his purpose.”
The date of the gruesome execution was probably Saturday, December 27, 1539. The place
of execution was a landmark, called the Dongeon, a prominent hillock inside the city walls near the
present Canterbury East railway station. It has now been renamed Dane John, and from the scaffold
John could look down on his former friary.
“Behold I close my apostolate in my blood, In my death I shall find life, for I die for a holy
cause, the defence of the Church of God, infallible and immaculate”, he said upon the scaffold.
He was hung, but not to death. While still conscious his heart was removed; his head and limbs
were severed and parboiled. They were placed over the city gates as a warning to other rebels. John
was beatified on December 9, 1886 by Leo XIII. He was canonized by Paul VI with 39 other English
martyrs on October 25, 1970. In the account books of Canterbury, there appears an expense of two
shillings and six pence “Paid for a half-ton of wood to build the gallows on which Friar Stone was
brought to justice.”
Though all of us are called to holiness, the paths we take to get there are very different. Many of those
proclaimed at saints are noted for their exceptionally virtuous lives. In others, like John, however,
many of life’s virtues are hidden and only the heroism of fidelity shines forth, but to such a degree and
to such an end, that its validity cannot be misinterpreted. Greater love no one has than to lay down
his own life for a friend!
His feast day is October 25.
Prayer – O God, you endowed the priest Saint John with fortitude, that he might bring his consecrated
life to perfection through martyrdom. Through his intercession, grant that we may give witness with our
lives to the faith we profess. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Stained glass window of St. John Stone is in Philadelphia at St. Nicholas of Tolentine church

Saints Grandparents,

You Are Invited to be Our Guests!
26th Annual St. Augustine High School
Grandparents’ Day Celebration
February 7, 2014 at 10:45 AM
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10:45 AM Grandsons will take their
Grandparents on a tour of the campus
Followed by Mass at 11:30 in Dougherty Gym

St. Augustine High School

Beyond the Classroom: Society of Saints
Scholars Exposes Students to Wide Array
of Career Paths
By: Alexander Danilowicz (’15) and Kyle Meneses (’14)

T

he Society of Saints Scholars exposes the top academic
performers in the junior and senior classes to successful
alumni and leaders in the community. This semester’s seminars included a presentation by Thomas Voss, president
of the Grand Del Mar Hotel and Resort, and a discussion
with Dr. Steven Shackford (’63), Head of Trauma at Scripps
Medical Hospital.
The Society of Saints Scholars meets twice a semester
in the library during homeroom. At each of the seminars,
scholars receive a complimentary continental breakfast and
listen to that day’s presenter. Membership into the Society
is gained solely by private invitation from Mr. Cudal, who
started the program back in 2009.
Generally the top 25 students in the junior and senior
classes are admitted into the Society. “This year students
with a cumulative GPA of 4.04 and above were invited to
join,” said Mr. Cudal.
“We started the Society of Saints Scholars in order to
Continued on page 14

Frosh ASB Officers Hit the Ground Running

Four new ASB officers were sworn in last month as the freshman class elected a very promising group of leaders. President Sean Panado, Vice-President Dario Gutierrez, Secretary Jason
Valentini and Treasurer Nicholas Lee have already begun planning and executing a well
organized roster of events to provide a fulfilling and active year for the freshman class. While
their year began with freshman dance lessons and welcome week, they have so far organized
the Saints/OLP freshman tailgate party, a gym dance, the Mission Valley movie afternoon and
the Spring Formal Dance at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.

Sean Panado (’17)

Dario Gutierrez (’17)

Jason Valentini (’17)

Where are they
now...

S

aints Alum Servando Corrasco (’07)
attended the University of California/
Berkeley after graduating from Saints,
where he played soccer for the Golden
Bears. Servando is now playing professional soccer for the Houston Dynamo,
one of the teams comprising Major League
Soccer in the U.S. He was traded this year
to Houston after playing two years for the
MLS Seattle Sounders.
Several years ago while at Cal, he met
Alex Morgan and last month the couple
announced their engagement.
Soccer fans will recall, Alex from
her stellar performances as a member
of the US. Women’s World Cup team in
2011 and a member of the U.S.A. Gold
Medal winning soccer team in the London
Olympics in 2012. Alex is still active on
the U.S. Women’s national team and was
a member of the Portland Thorns FC, that
recently won the 2013 National Women’s
Soccer League championship.
No date has been announced for the
wedding.

Nicholas Lee (’17)

ETHICAL ESSAY—Saints Senior Jamie Steckbeck
recently was awarded the Better Business Bureau
Scholarship for his outstanding essay on Marketplace Ethics. Each year as part of its Torch Awards
the BBB conducts a scholarship program and offers
cash scholarships to five local students who express
the importance of ethics in the marketplace in
outstanding essays. Jamie’s essay was one of five
winners from over 400 submissions from students
from around the county. Presenting his award
certificate and $500 check was BBB President and
CEO Sheryl Bilbrey.
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TURKEY TROT TRADITION FROZEN IN TIME

SAINTS STANDOUT—Seeing a woman with

press pass credentials on the field at Qualcomm
during the Saints CIF championship game was
too much of a curiosity for Time-Warner Cable TV
reporter Ally Sturm to ignore. “She came up to
me before the game to ask about my jacket,” said
long-time faculty member (and Saints booster) Mrs.
Winnie Aarn. “In our conversation I mentioned
the school voted me Fan of the Year a few years
ago and one of the perks for that honor was being able to be on the sidelines with the boys. She
asked to interview me at halftime. It was a very
nice interview, very brief, but I managed to work in
boys’ education.” The interview appeared on Time
Warner and Cox Cables.

TOP TURKEYS—They’re off and running in last year’s Turkey Trot with 350 runners set out

through North Park and nobody got lost or left behind. There is some concern, however, about the
state of overall student fitness as teacher Mr. Robert Weber was seen cruising past any number of the
younger generation. Post race, runners and spectators gobbled a fine Chicken Pie Shop lunch with a
Gatorade to wash it down. Overall, it was another beautiful fall day at St. Augustine High School.

Photo: Thom Vollenweider

RETRO FILES
TOP ARCHITECT DESIGNS SAINTS

B

ack in 1922, one of San Diego’s leading
architects, Richard Requa, designed the
Nutmeg Street campus. The vintage part of
the school is easily recognized by the entry to
Vasey Patio. Requa went on to design much
of Rancho Santa Fe, MCRD and many of the
buildings for the 1935 Exposition in Balboa
Park, including Spanish Village. Requa is recognized as the leading light in championing
red-tiled Spanish Revival architecture throughout San Diego.

Top San Diego architect Richard Requa designed
Saints’ first campus in 1922.
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DENT, THE YOUNGER—Here’s the elite champion runner Ryan Dent dashing for the finish line
in this year’s Turkey Trot. Dent, a Sophomore, was the overall winner for all divisions. Interestingly,
Ryan’s Dad, Mr. Eric Dent (’90) a faculty member and alumni member won the Turkey Trot “back in
the day.” Mr. Dent admits his son’s accomplishment is more impressive “there weren’t quite as many
runners back then...maybe 30.” A new tradition is born.

WINNERS PODIUM—Proudly wearing Turkey Trot medals and holding prized Thanksgiving
turkeys are [Left to right]: Alec Sprague (’14); Alex Karaniwan (’16); Jacob Zickert (’16); and overall
winner Ryan Dent (’16). This year’s faculty champion was coach Jason Alcoser (’90) and alumni
champion was Peter Dray (’12).

St. Augustine High School

THIS IS THE YEAR!
FACULTY NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS
Saints Scene asked teachers to voice a New Year’s resolution and here’s what a few brave
respondents had to offer:

Winnie Arnn

“My resolution is to visit
and explore every museum
in Balboa Park in 2014.”
– Winnie Arnn
Freshman English Instructor

Craig DaLuz

“My resolution is to start
a nonprofit organization for my six year old
daughter Madeira who
was diagnosed with Type
1 Diabetes on January 15,
2013. The organization
will be titled “Madeira’s
Mission Possible” To raise
awareness about Type 1
diabetes and raise funds to
help support the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) grant program
to help find a cure for Type
1 diabetes.”
– Craig DaLuz
Director of Library and Media Services, Varsity Baseball
Coach

Rob Eleuteri

“I intend to lose 15 lbs
between now and the end
of February.”
– Rob Eleuteri
Freshman Counselor, Calculus Instructor

JINGLE MINGLE
Seen Scene at last month’s Saints Christmas Social held at Tom Ham’s Restaurant on Shelter Island. Turn to page 6 to
see who was dancing with whom.

Matt Linville

“My resolution (or goal) is
to break 2:20 in a halfmarathon.”
– Matt Linville
Mathematics Instructor,
Freshman Football Coach

James Dixon, Johns Small and Derek
Downey

Julia Mekrut

“Personally, I have a
resolution to ride my bike
to work once a week (on
nice days). Professionally, I
hope to be more involved
in Saints extracurricular
activities: surf team, swim
team, and Hogar Infantil.”
– Julia Mekrut
Sophomore Counselor, Psychology Instructor

VICTORY HANDSHAKE—So far in ten

Saints President Edwin Hearn chats with
AOLP’s Principal Lauren Lek

out of 12 games, the
Saints Varsity has gone
through the post game
handshake as victors.
For more coverage go
to page 10.

Crowd at the Jingle Mingle at Tom Ham’s
Restaurant
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Saintsmen take Mom for a spin at Christmas Social 2013
Billed as the “Mingle & Jingle,” December’s school Christmas Social was attended by more than 200 and held at the
beautifully restored Tom Ham’s Restaurant on Shelter Island. The fun evening included Saintsmen and their Moms enjoying
a slow spin around the dance floor that would be remembered forever.
Photos by David Knoll, Saints Faculty member
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Justin and Barbara Page

Sean and Jill Hicke

Aubrey and Clarissa Palhegyi

Josh and Terre Davis

Trevor and Lisa Leweck

Anthony and Debbie Sylvester

Jack and Tricia Downey

Joseph and Norma McGuire

Connor and Rose Whalen

Nathan and Jean Fisher

Patrick and Annie Hagan

Chris and Cindy Barr

Michael and Janice Rougas

Aaron and Flora Balin

Pablo and Carmen Ortega
7
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Ryan and Karen Hsu

Christian and Antoinette Polak

Susan and Conner Speed

Matthew, Mary and Patrick O’Connor

Lance and Nina Walker

Tyler and Marta Tanaka

Sergio and Maria Teresa Valdes

Joe and Ann Mazzeo

Adam and Theresa Kozen

Jordan and Susan Richardson

Saintsmen
and their Moms
enjoying a slow
spin around
the dance floor
that would be
remembered forever.
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CLIMB TO THE TOP
OF THE POLLS
Day by Day Status

O

n December 17, UT-San Diego posted
its ongoing top ten list of the best varsity
high school basketball teams in the County.
For the first time this current season Saints was
at the top. On this day, the boast “we are number one,” was absolutely true. Saints record
after winning the Horsman Tourament the
week before stood at 6-0 and clearly it was the
best record to date for any team in town. They
deserved to be number one.
No doubt close wins over Division I highs
Mission Hills and Torrey Pines enroute to claim
the Horsman/West Hills trophy early in December was reason enough for the number
one slot.
By mid-December the young Saints varsity, where Freshmen and Sophomores outnumber Juniors and Seniors, captured a hardfought Santa Margarita tournament. Enroute
to winning the Orange County tourney, Saints
bested Trabuco High, Alta (Utah) and Santa
Margarita High. Alta being a highly ranked
national high school team.
The team entered the post-Christmas Under Armor Holiday Tournament with a 10-0
record and made considerable climbs on MaxPreps state and national rankings.
Bracketed in the National Division, the
toughest division, Saints was the only local
team to be placed in the top division by tournament organizers. In that Holiday tourney,
Saints lost to Chino Hills and Mayfair highs,
but rallied to beat Newark Memorial and
O’Dea, to close the year with a 12-2 record.
The best way to check on Saints local,
state and National rankings is to go to www.
maxpreps.com or to check the UT’s weekly
rankings (usually on Tuesdays).

DEFENSE RULES—An asset to playing solid de-

fense is to have team speed. This year Saints Varsity
prides itself on being one of the fastest in town.
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S0 FAR SO GOOD—Saints Varsity basketball season is off to a good start as they remained undefeated
while capturing the 2013 Horsman Wolf Pack Tournament and the Santa Margarita Tourney in Orange
County. Photos by Ernie Torgeson, Saints Dad.

FROSH TRIO—Otto Taylor (pictured) is one of three Freshman to earn a
spot on the Varsity Roster. The others being Noah Dinapoli and JT Cox.

SENSATIONAL START
Defending State Champions close December
with Two Tournament Championships

L

COACH OF THE YEAR—Varsity listens hard to Saints Coach Mike Haupt, who earlier this year was
named the 2013 State Coach of the Year for leading the 2012-13 Saints Varsity basketball team to its
first State championship.

ast spring, Saints Varsity Basketball was in
Sacramento being hailed and trophied as
the State CIF Division III champions. So far,
in the 2013-14 season, varsity basketball, led
by defending Coach of the Year, Mike Haupt,
the Saints have already added two first place
tournament titles, including the Horsman Wolf
Pack Tournament in East County and the Santa Margarita Tournament in Orange County.
Victories through mid December already include top rated Mission Hills, Torrey Pines, Alta
(Utah) and Santa Margarita teams.
“I believe there is a lot of carry over from
our title run last year,” says Coach Haupt, “Although we are young we don’t lack for experience or talent. I think we have great chemistry
and have shown early in the season that we
are going to be tough to deal with.”
Yes, the team is young, including three
seniors, one junior, six sophomores and three
frosh on the varsity squad.

2013-14 Varsity Roster:
Number Name

Year

Height Position

#23
#21
#20
#10
#5
#3
#32
#13
#11
#0
#15
#12
#25

(’15)
(’17)
(’16)
(’17)
(’14)
(’14)
(’16)
(’16)
(’16)
(’14)
(’16)
(’17)
(’16)

6’3”
6-2
6-5
6-0
6-1
6-4
6-6
6-0
6-0
6-3
6-1
6-0
6-5

Daniel Caya
JT Cox
Jack Dashwood
Noah Dinapoli
Dallas Haupt
Trey Kell
Daniel Lara
Eric Monroe
Joe Murray
Johnny Peterson
Francoise Sims
Otto Taylor
Martin Tombe

Wing
Wing
Post
Guard
Guard
Guard
Post
Point
Guard
Guard
Wing
Guard
Post

AZTEC BOUND—Senior Trey Kell, who will be attending San

Diego State next fall, is currently leading the team in scoring.
Trey is the Saints leading scorer through the first 12 games of the
2013-14 season.

SUPER SOPH—Martin Tombe (#25) is
one of six amazing Sophomores on the Saints
Varsity team.
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POINT(S)MAN—Speedy guard Eric Monroe is another member of the
Class of 2016 on the Saints Varsity.

TALL ORDER—Daniel Caya like the rest of Saints Varsity is over six feet tall (6-3) and
plays the wing. He’s the only Junior on the team.

SENIOR LEADER—Johnny Peterson is one of three talented Saints Seniors on this year’s

varsity team.
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UNDER, UP & IN—Trey Kell scores against Torrey Pines in the Horsman Tourney early last month.

IN CONCERT WITH THE COMMUNITY
E

very year Saintsmen perform in their annual
Christmas Concert featuring the 32nd Street
Jazz Band, Jazz Combo, Guitar Ensemble,
Concert Band, and Symphonic Band. Students
have a chance to show off their hard work,
and experience the thrill of live performance at
these concerts.

Although the school is proud of the music
department and its students, the real reason
behind the concert is to serve the community
and entertain the neighborhood. St. Augustine
High School has always valued community service and requires 100 documented hours before students can graduate from the school.

By participating in the Christmas Concert,
Saintsmen and the Music Department went
out on a high note for the end of 2013 with
a packed house of more than 200 persons in
the audience—By Anna Lee Fleming, OLP ’07,
SDSU, ’13.

St. Augustine High School’s Concert Orchestra at its annual Christmas performance.

Vocalist Sean Hicke (’14)

Guest conductor Cindy Au
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We call everyone “Coach”
Continued from page 1

to teach them the fundamentals in reading,
writing, thinking, speaking, praying, serving,
and loving and then we challenge them to use
these skills in meaningful ways; over and over
again.
Schools everywhere teach. Here at Saints
we go a bit further because we know that great
success for young men will happen if we take
our “coaching” seriously.
Yours in the Spirit of Catholic Education,

James Horne
Principal

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
Continued from page 3

recognize excellent students who consistently
do everything that they are supposed to do in
the classroom, as they are students who dedicate themselves to academics,” said Mr. Cudal. “We want to expose these students to a
number of professional career possibilities that
they may want to pursue,” he said. “And with
any luck, one of the presentations will spark
interest in a student or two.”
On October 24, the scholars met Thomas
Voss, president of the Grand Del Mar. Mr.
Voss told the scholars that the first key to success is simple: good eye contact and a firm
handshake.
“When we hire employees, if a candidate
fails to provide good eye contact or gives a
limp handshake, then they are immediately
denied the position,” said Mr. Voss.
The Society’s second seminar in November was with Saints alumnus Dr. Steven Shackford, class of 1963.
“My mentors at Saints gave me the tools
I needed to succeed,” he told the scholars.
“Make the most of your time here.”
Dr. Shackford also emphasized the importance of having faith in God and focusing.
“Focus is key. When I’m in the operating
room, you can’t think that the patient is going
to die. You have to tell yourself, ‘This is God’s
hands,’” he said.
It is unique presentations such as these
that make the Society such an exceptional and
enriching experience. The hope is that, one
day, Saintsmen will be able to emulate their
successes, using these experiences to build a
better future for all.
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BREAKTHROUGH SEASON FOR CROSS COUNTRY
Seven Varsity Runners Speed to CIF Postseason Action

T

his cross country season was an overall success, with a very young team confidently
rebounding from a disappointing 2012 and
the loss of many valuable seniors. The seven
runners who participated in CIF by the end of
the season were (in order of team CIF finish)
Ryan Dent, Chris Barr, Alec Sprague, Alex Karaniwan, Alex Stokes, Michael Anderson, and
freshman Will Stonehouse.
Other notable members of the team (most
participating in varsity) were Steven Yevchek,
Matthew Kubasak, Jacob Zickert, Jack Delessio, Michael McRoskey, and Matthew Danaher.

Michael Kubasak (’14)

Many people lettered this year including seniors Sergio Valdez, Justin Toscano, Christian
Legaspi, Pablo Ortega, and German Padilla.
The 2013 season began with a strong
showing by some sophomores and seniors who
put in the effort during summer break, and the
team performed well with a 2nd in varsity and
a 1st in JV at the Mustang Invitational. Other
invitationals, including the Saints invite where
we finished 2nd went well. Once the league
season began the team won every meet except
against eventual league champion University
City. This included a very close win against

Chris Barr (’14)

Pre-race prayer at Morley Field Course in North Park

Michael Anderson (’15)

Cathedral, in which both teams tied and the
6th runner, Alex Karaniwan, proved the tie
breaker for a Saints victory.
This season’s team was very strong speedwise and was known for some quick finishes.
The league finals ended with Saints in 3rd, and
Ryan Dent as an all-league runner with a time
of 16:56. Saints finished 7th in the CIF Finals
(an improvement of four places from the year
before). The team has youth and speed and
the potential for great things in 2014.

Ryan Dent (’15)

15

Alec Sprague (’14)
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Steve Yevchak (’14)

CROSS COUNTRY

Left: Alex Karaniwan (’14) and Jacob Zickert (’16)

AN EXTRAORDINARY REALITY

Intramural program has a cool history and plays
a name game not to be missed

Editor’s Note: Thanks to the hard work of Deacon Hardick OSA, Mr. Matt Linville, Mr. Paul Sipper,
and Mrs. Jean Shaw along with all homeroom teachers, the Saints intramural program presently has
37 intramural football teams with 288 players and an additional 70 student referees who officiate four
games each day. Currently, there are 350 students participating in these intramural games. In other
words, about 50% of the student body is active in the football program. There are equal numbers of
students who participate as players and referees in both basketball and dodge ball. As a result, the
spirit of wholesome sportsmanship and healthy competition is alive and well on the Saints campus.
By Richard Hardick, O.S.A.

Northeast 40 runner Mike Goodridge
gets nabbed from behind by Team Josh
Morones tackler Christian Polack-Moreno.

I

ntergalactic Destroyers, Purple Cow Bells, Horn on The Cob, Los Pepperonis,
Purple Flame, Heartbreakers, No Names, Dent’s Disciples. On any given
day a casual visitor listening to the Saints daily announcements may hear
these rather unusual names echoing across the campus. That same visitor would certainly wonder: “what is this perplexing mysterious mumbo
jumbo litany all about?” Might they be the names of thoroughbreds
racing at the Del Mar race track? possibly beings from another planet? perhaps toys for kids under five? or perchance even recently
invented exotic video games?
The truth is that the creatures those names allude to can be
seen roaming around the Saints campus, going up and down
staircases, or walking through our Hallowed Halls. They do inhabit our classrooms. They even eat lunch at Ted’s health food
shop.
Well Mom or Dad, in reality in many cases your son may be
one of them!
Whether he is a Two Cent Dirt Fake, a Gallopin Snail, a Dicey
Fella or a Rag’n Cajun, he is certainly a Saints student athlete
who, at the lunch break during football season, may be seen running across one of the fields throwing a football or chasing down a
pass. As surprising as it may seem, these odd and even outlandish or
perhaps perplexing titles are devised by Saintsmen as nicknames for
their homeroom football team. A somewhat risky license in the hands of
young adults, this long standing tradition of naming a team began about
62 years ago and continues today. To some extent this is a hallmark feature
of a program in which captains and co-captains take ownership of their homeroom intramural team. In addition to football, team captains invent names for their
basketball and dodge ball teams.
Now you know, dear Mom or Dad, one of your hidden fears may
have come true; your son may well be a Two Cent Dirt Fake, a
Gallopin Snail, a Dicey Fella, or for that matter a Rag’n Cajun!
Whatever he is, he has chosen to be part of a special group of
teammates who together participate in the Saints intramural
program.
This program is designed for those students whose
skills are not necessarily as developed as varsity players
in a sport, subsequently, varsity players of that sport are
restricted from participating but do referee games. Each
sport has volunteer student referees who are trained how
to be referee, they blow whistles, they call fouls, they
throw penalty flags, they keep score and choose most
valuable players for every game. The rules allow each
homeroom to field as many teams as possible. The entry
fee is $2 per player with a $1 forfeit fee which is redeemable if a team shows up when scheduled. Winning and losing teams, game scores and most valuable player’s names
are read daily during the student announcements.
In addition to the Senior Stadium on the lower field, three
football games are played on the upper field. Ten players may be
on a team for flag football but only seven players can play on the field
together. Uniquely, blocking is not allowed, so injuries are rare. During the
basketball season two junior and senior games are played full court on the hardwood in the gym and
three freshmen and sophomore games are played on the outdoor courts. Dodge ball, which follows
basketball, is played in the gym.
Basketball teams are allowed seven members with only five players participating at one time.

Team Josh Morones QB Sean Sullivan
has receiver targeted in recent Intramural
championship game.
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Perhaps the most popular game is Dodge
ball played toward the end of the year. Ping
pong has no teams and no playoffs. However,
it seems that the ping pong ball can be heard
bouncing around the clock before, during and
even after school.
In almost every sport there is a playoff
system which culminates in a school championship game which is viewed by the whole
student body. League champions and school
champions receive the coveted intramural
championship medals while overall school
champions additionally receive t-shirts.
During each game excited fans line the
football fields, basketball and dodge ball sidelines enjoying the games and cheering on their
fellow classmates. This is the highlight activity
of any school day on campus.
As stated in the Intramural Philosophy
and Mission statements: “The purpose of the
Saints Intramural Program is to provide a variety of recreational activities selected on the
basis of their contribution to the development
of the whole individual: physically, socially,
intellectually, emotionally and spiritually.
We highlight and emphasize three
main characteristics of the program;
sportsmanship thru fair play, intense competitive attitudes and

the building of friendships.
This program seeks to assist young men
in building friendships and developing intelligent leadership skills while strategizing and
working together with peers to achieve a common goal. By training young men to become
resourceful guides with the ability to make
quick and fair judgments in stressful situations we hope to create strong mature leaders
who become good role models and promote
true sportsmanship. The intramural program
strives to accomplish this mission through proficiently organized leagues.”
Well, finally, are the Intergalactic Destroyers, Purple Cow Bells, Horn on The Cob, Los
Pepperonis, Purple Flame, Heartbreakers, No
Names, Dent’s Disciples in fact thoroughbreds
racing at the Del Mar race track or beings
from another planet or toys for kids under
five or perhaps, recently invented exotic video
games? Nope, I guess not, they are just Saints
boys, being boys!
Every student on campus
knows: “Saints intramurals are forever
faaaaa…nnn…
tastic!”

I

SENIORS DOMINATE
INTRAMURAL
CHAMPIONSHIP
GAME

ntramural football is just one of many sports
on campus that keep Saintsmen fit and having fun. Saints Scene photographer Bill Hill
recently visited the school to update us on the
63ND annual intramural football championship.
Action was fast and furious between Team
Josh Morones, mainly seniors vs. a speedy but
overmatched runner up squad called Northeast 40. Final score was 36-24 in favor of
the Seniors. Winners were captained by senior
Conner Speed and the runners up by sophomore Max Brandon.
Most valuable players were: Kyle Sidlo,
Mike Goodridge, Christian Polak, Sean Sullivan, Cyrus Fullen, Joey Mazzeo and Trey Kell.
Thanks to referees: Connor Haupt, Zach
Totah, Cody Russell, and Alex Kirkpatrick for a
excellent play calling and to Pat Hagan, game
announcer, for keeping all the fans laughing.

Trey Kell (gold) leaps
over Jerry Maguire
(purple) to haul in TD
pass for the winning
Team Josh Morones.

Team Josh Morones (gold jerseys), 36 to 24 winners in the
school’s 63nd annual Intramural Football championship,
are (left to right): Sean Sullivan, Joe Mazzeo, Trey Kell,
Gabe Amezcua, Christian Polak-Moreno, Nate Pasqual,
Connor Speed and Kyle Sidlo.

Super Bowl referees (left to right) Alex Kirkpatrick (’14), Zack Totah (’15) and Connor Haupt (’14) pose between Intramural program directors Mr. Paul Sipper (far
left) and Deacon Richard Hardick OSA (far right).

Northeast 40’s Ryan Dent
darts en route to a big gain
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TD time for receiver Joe Mazzeo (gold).

THREE VIEWS OF THAT DAY AT QUALCOMM STADIUM

O

ne day after St. Augustine High School beat Mission Bay high school
49-Zip for the divisional CIF championship, there was an embarrassment of riches landing in the Saints Scene email file.
Three volunteer Saints community photographers’ submitted images of
the Saints win at Qualcomm Stadium.
Obviously, this is not fresh news, but seeing more images of that
amazing day is certainly well worth revisiting. The following photo essay
showcases the images of photographers Thom Vollenweider and two Saints
Dads: Bill Hill and Ernie Torgeson.
And, we asked Saints Varsity Football Richard Sanchez for his comment
on the win. “I would like to thank the Saints community for all your love
and support this season. I’m very proud of our players and coaches for all
their hard work and commitment. We have accomplished a great deal this
season, but nothing is more important than guiding our football players’
success with our moral values of community, truth, and love. Go Saints!”

THE BUCS WERE STOPPED
Photo essay by Bill Hill

The Bucs were stopped here

Mr. Outside: Sophomore Elijah Preston

Mr. Inside: Sophomore Francoise Sims

Three degrees of separation

Senior QB Joe Joe Hudson on the prowl

We’re the Best!

Post game stadium cheer!
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SAINTS ROLL TO CIF CHAMPIONSHIPS ROLL TO
Photo essay by Ernie Torgeson

Sir Wilson leading cheers

QB Joe Joe Hudson interviewed by world’s shortest
sideline reporter

AOLP Cheer Squad is No. 1

Mr. In Between: Tyler Herburger
drives through another big hole

Chest Bump, Part 1

Victory splash

Helping hand
Saints Varsity Football invades the Q
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GREAT DAY AT THE OFFICE
Photo essay by Thom Vollenweider

Tough day at the Q for Mission Bay

Chest Bump, Part 2

Preston leads Saints awesome running attack
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The offense rests

The Saints Marching Band is No. 1

Coach Sanchez and his staff

Up 28-0 at half Saints Coaches still push the
plan
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Winning combination

The Pit at the Q

TIME WELL INVESTED

The School wishes to thank the following roster (partial list) of individuals, businesses, and organizations, who provided internship placement for the annual Intersession program, January,
2014. Without such generous contributions of time and opportunity the program would not be
the national model that it has become in the five years since its inception.
SDSU Enrollment Services Communications
Scripps Mercy Hospital ED-Chula Vista
Rehab United-Grossmont
Rehab United-Kearny Mesa
Eddie Grace Creative Media
Federal U.S. Pretrial Services Office
California Orthopedic Institute
Valletta Orthopedics
Digitaria
Rolling Hills Vet Clinic
Sony Online Entertainment
San Diego Fire Dept.
Senator Joel Anderson
San Diego Zoo Institute for Conservation
Dr. James A. Grant
VASDHS La Jolla
IVD Research/Safe Path Laboratories
YMCA Youth and Family Services Youth Center
Carillo y Associados
UCSD Hospital-Trauma Unit (SICU)/ Anesthe-

Travel to Italy is only one of the many Intersession opportunities at Saints

Saints Scene
Your Award-Winning* monthly
report on the St. Augustine
High School Experience

*Awards: Saint Scene has been voted by the San Diego Press
Club as the Best Community Newsletter by an Organization,
2011. Second Place in 2006 and Third Place 2012.

siology Dept.
Studio MYID
DiDonato Associates
Carlton DiSante and Freudenberger, LLP
Adrenaline
School of the Madeleine
Palhegyi Design
Law Offices of Charmasson, Buchaca, and
Leach
National Veterans Transition Services, Inc.
R&R Freight Forwarding
1RM Performance
USD Athletic Office Sports Medicine
Revolution Enterprises Inc.
City of Chula Vista Public Works Dept.
Countrywide Flyers
Active- Mission Valley
H & H Industries
Vitro Agency
Para Capital Group
Dr. Bacino-DDS
Centro Medical Plaza
Digital Gym
San Diego Union Tribune (Sports)
Software Systems Consulting
Financial Strategies Group
St. Kieran’s Catholic School
Kevin Faulconer Mayoral Campaign
Calit2-UCSD Division
Marcus Millichap Real Estate
Yellow Line Media
Hi Tech Honeycomb Inc
.
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Mission of St. Augustine High School – Our mission is to provide a Catholic liberal arts education for young men in an environment that promotes the development of mind,
heart and body in the Augustinian tradition. By helping to form loving disciples of Jesus Christ we communicate to the world the gospel values of community, truth and love.
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