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PROM PRIMER

Tips for Having Fun While
Avoiding Risky Business
By John O’Beirne
Assistant Principal/Student Affairs

PRECIPITOUS POSE—Saintsmen conquered the Pacaya volcano (backdrop) earlier this year as
part of an Intersession mission to Guatemala (nevermind that the Pacaya mountain erupted** a
few weeks before the Saintsmen arrived). Enjoying the vista were: (top row, left to right): Ivan
Herholz, Julia Mekrut, Angel Rivera Larrea, Danny Ramirez, Marcelo Hernandez-Gamez, Andrew
Stoddard, Bruno Calderon, TG Plein, Phillip Callahan, Matt Johnston. (Middle Row): Aden Khalil,
Fr. Kirk Davis and Eammon Garland. (Seated): David Valley and Alex Agpaoa. **Shortly after the
Saints crew arrived gov’t. officials deemed the Pacaya hike safe providing no one falls into the
caldron). (For more on the trip visit Page 9).

DETAILS: The St. Augustine/OLP Prom will
be held on May 17, 2014 at the Westin
Gaslamp Quarter hotel. The traditional event
starts at 6:30 pm with dinner being served
at 7:30 pm. Students will not be allowed into
the prom after 7 pm or be allowed to leave
before 10:30 pm. Please plan accordingly.
Continued on page 14

HOT TIMES ATOP THE VOLCANO

N

ame another high school program in San Diego that involves students climbing an active
volcano (Pacaya) in Guatemala and we’ll eat our proverbial beanie? But sure enough that’s
what 13 Saintsmen, accompanied by faculty members Fr. Kirk Davis, and Ms. Julia Mekrut, did
during an 18 day Intersession adventure centered on a service immersion program in San Lucas
Continued on page 9

AND ON THE 7th
DAY, GOD RESTED

Dear Parents and Friends,

A

ALUM WINS PGA GOLF TOURNEY—
Saintsman Armando Favela (’05) is $27,000
richer as he recently won his first ever career
professional golf tournament and becoming
the school’s first alum to win a sanctioned
PGA Tour tournament. Photo by E. Berardi/
PGA Tour. Article see page 4.

MASS OF PURPLE—Recent Friday afternoon
sightings of a moving purple mass on campus
has Saints student body curious. See Page 12
for details.

s his final act of creation, God rested. And in that resting, God provides a model for us all.
Rest happens in nature – in the animal world, in all of plant life, in
the very nature of the earth itself. As any farmer will tell you, the land itself
must lie fallow for a time if it is to remain fertile. We are meant to rest and
rest is one of God’s great gifts to us.
Our students are, in many ways, overstretched. Their schedules can
be packed: a full day of school, family commitments, extra-curricular activities and athletics, after-school jobs, and homework, not to mention social
Principal James Horne plans. This high level of engagement for our students can bring on both
stress and exhaustion. The pressure of becoming a “successful” kid today
sometimes comes at the expense of his own well being.
Teaching the ethics of responsibility and instilling the value of education needs to coincide
with the importance of developing a balance in one’s life.
Continued on page 14

Rita of Cascia

The Precious Pearl of Umbria

Edited by Fr. Bob Gavotto, Saints Chaplain, O.S.A. (’55)
AUGUSTINIAN HERITAGE

S

t. Rita of Cascia is one of the most well-known Saints of our Order and one of the most
popular of the Church. This attractiveness is due in part to Saint Rita’s experience of many
challenges in life that she met with exemplary courage and great confidence in God. She thus
offers a valid example to people who share her various states of life as spouse, parent, widow
and consecrated religious. She reminds us all that nothing is impossible to God.
Rita Lotti was born in 1381 in the little village of Rocccaporena, Italy, the only child of a devout and humble Christian couple. She was given in marriage at a young age to Paolo Mancini
and together they raised two sons. When Paolo was murdered as the result of a long-standing
family rivalry, Rita was moved to forgiveness because of her strong Christian convictions, but her
sons, teenagers by now, were determined to avenge their father’s death.
Her words were unable to change their hearts, but her prayers to God prevented them from
exacting revenge. Both boys died of natural causes, leaving Rita without a family, but not without
hope.
St. Rita of Cascia is especially well known
After several years and various request, she succeeded in gaining admittance to the convent
because she forever reminds us nothing is
of Augustinian Nuns in Cascia where she lived the remaining forty years of her life in prayer and
impossible to God.
simple works charity.
At the age of 61, while at prayer on Good Friday before an image of Jesus crowded with
thorns, she received the stigmata in the form of a single wound in her forehead. This remained until her death at 76 years of age on May 22,
1457. Rita of Cascia was canonized on May 24, 1900 by Leo XIII who proclaimed her “The Precious Pearl of Umbria.” Her body is venerated in
her basilica in Cascia.
Rita is venerated today as The Peacemaker, not only for her courageous act of forgiveness at her husband’s death, but also for the continuous,
though futile, encouragement of her sons to follow her example, and the reconciliation of Paolo’s family with that of his assassins. This latter was
the great ‘miraculous deed’ that gained her acceptance into the convent. She is also known as the Saint of the Impossible for the many challenges
she faced in life and the many graces she obtained since death.
Her feast day is May 22.
Prayer: Bestow on us, O Lord, the wisdom and strength of the Cross, with which you enriched Saint Rita. By suffering with Christ in every trial, may
we be able to share more deeply in his Paschal Mystery. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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HEARN FAMILY ARRIVAL—Saints President Edwin Hearn is a beaming grandfather.
He’s holding Avery Jayne Hearn, who was
born March 18 and weighed 7 pounds, three
ounces at birth. “Everyone is doing just fine,”
reports Mr. Hearn, who added, “It is great
to be the grandpa to such a beautiful baby
girl.” Ed and Diana Hearn’s son, Nathan and
daughter-in-law Kelly, are the proud parents.
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THANKS, MOM!—Another of the heartfelt
annual traditions of the school is the annual
Senior Class Mothers’ tribute luncheon held to
honor moms of senior sons for their support,
direction, values and love. This year it was
held at the Seaside Room of the Marina Village
Conference Center adjacent to Mission Bay.

STATE VISIT—President Barrack Obama recently visited the Vatican to meet Pope Francis
as part of the President’s European economic
summit tour. The two leaders met for the first
time and although the press reported they
skirted the social issues separating them, they
spent a cordial hour at the Holy See. President Obama extended an invitation to His
Holiness to visit the United States saying “the
American people would be delighted to see
him.” Pope Francis has never been to the U.S.

Book Buyback rules/info :
• All rented textbooks must be returned to Follett on the buy-back dates. Rented books that are
unreturned or too damaged to be returned will result in the student’s Follett account being
billed for the price of the book.
• For any textbooks that were purchased, Follett will do a buy-back if those students elect to
sell back those books instead of keeping them. Again, the books must be in an appropriate
condition in order to be sold back to Follett. Any monies generated through the buy-back will
be credited to their account and a check will be mailed to them within 30 days (there will be
no cash on-hand).
• Soft-cover books will have a minimal buy-back.
• Hard-cover books in good condition and still serving a usage demand for next year can get
up to 40% back on their return (if purchased and not rented).
• All returns & buy-backs will take place in front of the ASB room.
• Should any students have any special circumstances for any reason, please direct them to
me for questions.
Senior Saintsmen :
• The senior buy-back is only on 1 day: Thursday, May 29, from 7 am – 2 pm.
• Any senior books not returned or sold-back on this day will not be accepted at the underclass
buy-back. Therefore, it is imperative that the seniors must commit some time on 5/29 to take
care of their buy-back and returns. Otherwise, they must go through the “Sell Books” option on
our virtual bookstore website.
Underclass Saintsmen :
• The underclass buy-back will be spread out over two days: Wednesday, June 4 and Thursday,
June 5, from 7 am – 1:30 pm (for both days).
• Underclassmen are required to use these days and not interfere with the senior buy-back on
May 29.
• Any books that are not returned on 6/4 or 6/5 must go through the “Sell Books” option on our
virtual bookstore website.
• Underclassmen are encouraged to only go through the buy-back and return process once.
Please encourage the underclassmen to take care of all of their books at once and not do
half of their books on 6/4 and the other half on 6/5.
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STAFF, ADMINISTRATORS
AND TEACHERS BECOME
STUDENTS

E

WINNER—Armando Favela, Saints Alum, Class of 2005, recently sank the biggest putt of his
career for a birdie and victory in the PGA Stella Artois Tournament in Guatemala.

arly last month, members of the faculty
and staff of Augustinian schools, nine from
North America, one from England, and one
from Australia, gathered at Malvern Preparatory Academy in Malvern, Pennsylvania for
the 11th gathering of the Augustinian Values
Institute.
The Institute was originated in January of
2004 and is designed to give all Augustinian
educators a deepened clarity of mission as
regards the expression of Augustinian Values
(community, truth and love) in our schools.
By participating in the three-day event faculty,
staff, and board members were able to see,
explore and discover ways to apply the values
to the curriculum and programs in our schools.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW...
SAINTS GRAD WINS FIRST EVER PRO-GOLF EVENT
By Mike Stephenson, Saints Athletic Director

A

lotenango, Sacatepequez, Guatemala—Early this Spring, 27-year-old Armando Favela (Saints
Class of 2005) finally got his time to shine on the NEC Series-PGA TOUR Latinoamérica.
Making his 25th career start on Tour, the 27-year old birdied the 72nd hole to win the inaugural
playing of the Stella Artois Open by one shot over Argentina’s Nelson Ledesma.
The outright leader through 36 holes who had a share of the 54-hole lead, Favela fought hard
to defend his position on another tough day at Fuego Maya GC at La Reunión Golf Resort. His
final day 71 set his winning total at 14-under 274 on the Tour’s first event ever contested in Central
America.
“I’m happy,” said Favela, who moved to No. 2 on the Tour’s Order of Merit with his win. “It’s
amazing the feeling I have right now. I want to thank God for the opportunity to be here and for
everything he has given me. I also want to thank my family, especially my parents, because without
their support I wouldn’t be here for sure.”
Continued on page 8

NEW APA OFFICERS—School President Ed Hearn announced recently the new slate of Austin
Parent Assn. officers: Kelly Coyne, President Emeritus; Linda Danielski, Secretary; Bob Brooke,
Treasurer; Doug Mooney, President; Sofia Samouris, VP/Fundraising & Volunteers; Tricia Garland, VP/Hospitality and Kim Schattinger, VP/Communication.
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VALUES UPDATE—Saints administrators and
faculty, who attended this year’s annual Augustinian Values Institute retreat included (Left
to right) Principal James Horne, Eric Dent,
Gary Osberg, Andy Pruter, School President
Ed Hearn and Julia Mekrut.

SITE SIGHT—Beautiful campus of Malvern
Preparatory Academy was the site of the
recent Augustinian Values Institute three-day
conference.
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THE LAST BEST PARTY
OF THE SCHOOL YEAR
SET FOR MAY 30

T

Alexander Danilowicz speaking at TedX, an important ideas forum held in Encinitas.

THE FIRST STEPS
“...A ship is always safe at the shore but that’s not
what it was built for.”
-Albert Einstein

N

ot being afraid of trying something new or challenging is a speech topic that Saints Junior
Alexander Danilowicz found to be highly receptive with audiences at two recent speaking engagements, reported Mr. Gary Osberg, Saints English Teacher and Speech Coach.
1. This spring, Alex, 16, earned a $4,500 scholarship from the annual San Diego Regional
Lions Club speech contest.
2. He also participated in a TedX Encinitas** venue, where his speech topic was “The First
Step,” where one line from his address resonated well with the audience: “A raindrop of courage
can lead to a shower of success.”
Alex is the editor-in-chief of The Augustinian, the student newspaper on campus and is an
award-winning public speaker and a recurring member on his high school’s Principal’s List.
In 2010, he won the National District 41 Optimist Oratorical Contest. In 2013, he won first
place at the regional level of the MD-4 Lions Club Student Speaker Contest.
** In the spirit of ideas worth spreading, TEDx is a program of local, self-organized events that
bring people together to share a TED-like experience. At a TEDx event, TEDTalks video and live
speakers combine to spark deep discussion and connection in a small group. These local, selforganized events are branded TEDx, where x = independently organized TED event. The TED
Conference provides general guidance for the TEDx program, but individual TEDx events are
self-organized.
Alex’s TEDx speech is on YouTube:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=84QouBqCIWg

WINNING SPEECH—Saints English Teacher
and Speech Coach, Mr. Gary Osberg and
Alex Danilowicz celebrate Alex’s Lions Club
speech contest victory.

he liveliest party of the year for the Saints
Class of 2014 is the very last one. Called
Sober Grad Night (because no one can think
of a jazzier name) takes place, Friday, May
30 at Kearny Mesa Bowl, 7585 Clairemont
Mesa Blvd.
Seniors this night will try their hand at
games of chance and skill as part of a wide
range of live entertainment, which includes
a magician and hypnotist. The ticket’s one
price also includes parking, all night food and
beverages, the photo booth, entry into a terrific raffle and all night bowling and billiards.
A variety of foods and drinks will be
available throughout the night and a continental breakfast will be served in the morning
before the seniors leave the event.
The All-Senior event begins at 10:30 pm
and don’t be late because doors will close for
entry at 11 pm. During that narrow half hour
window, arriving students, chaperones and
workers will be checked in and no unauthorized persons will be allowed into the venue.
Once inside, students will not be allowed to
leave before the event is over at 5 am the next
morning (Saturday, May 31).
Parent volunteers point out if it is necessary to reach your Senior the night during the
event or if a family function makes it impossible for your senior to arrive by 11 pm then
please contact Marcella Harkness at 619977-6273 to make special arrangements.
Dress Code
Dress is casual. No backpacks, no large
purses (small purses will be allowed - of which
will be checked upon entrance). And no water bottles of any type will be allowed in. All
drinks including water will be provided.
Driving to the Event
Free parking is available. Parents and
graduates are asked to consider the risk of attendees driving under the influence of fatigue
after a night of little or no sleep. It is strongly
recommended that either parents drive and
pickup their graduates, or if graduates drive
to the event, that parents still pick them up at
5:00 and drive the graduates car home, or
leave the vehicle in the parking lot for pick up
later that day.
Ticket Sale Information
Individual tickets are $65 online Call for
details: Marcella Harkness at 619-977-6273
($70 at the door).
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THE WRITE STUFF
Freshmen pen sentences for the senses.

E

“

ach Freshmen in my class are assigned a descriptive paragraph,” says Saints English teacher
Winnie Arnn, “and asked to include sensory details and at least one original simile or metaphor.”
The students are required to focus on one experience and are only allowed eight to 12 sentences. “The ones I chose really fulfill what I tell my students is their aim in writing descriptively:
‘Grab your reader and pull him into your experience by appealing to his senses.’”
Here are three selections:

“Teds”

YOUNG LATINO LEADER
HONORED
TOP THREE FINISH—Josh Morones (‘14)
was a finalist for Young Latino of the Year
honors at the recent Latino Champions Award
ceremony. The awards program sponsored
by UT San Diego recognizes outstanding Latinos of all ages in the San Diego community.
“I was nominated for the Young Latino of the
Year category, but didn’t win,” said Josh. “All
in all, it was a fun night and hope to come
back nominated some time in the near future
in a different category.” Pictured with Josh is
San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer.

Miguel Mooney, (’17)

By Miguel Mooney--A strong odor of greasy tater tots lingers in the air.
Soggy chili cheese dogs fly out the window into the hands of starving children. The wafting aroma of fresh chocolate chip cookies hot out of the
oven makes your mouth water. Hundreds of casual conversations are
morphed into a steady hum. The plethora of food choices makes ordering onerous. Nearby, a husky senior quickly robs a freshman of his spot
in line. You start to salivate while you hold the delicacy with care. As you
apply the ketchup, the sticky bottle leaves a residue on your once clean
hands. You take a bite of your salty pigwich as the juices drip down your
hand. Boys scarf down food like a bear preparing for hibernation. The
plethora of food choices keeps me coming back for more.

“Defusing My First Bomb”

Brenner Jarrad, (’17)

By Brenner Jarrad--The start of something new can be a pleasant thought
for some and a terrifying nightmare for others. The first day of a brand
new school year is always hectic no matter how prepared you are. Students rush around the unknown campus searching for their homerooms
and classrooms. Frightened freshman hug their concerned mothers a
final goodbye before entering into the uncertain land of high school.
Calm teachers converse with uneasy parents over cramped schedules.
Bangs and shrieks spew forth from the chaotic lockers. My nervous,
sweaty hands take part in friendly handshakes with teachers and students
that I meet for the first time. Students desperately push and shove as they
attempt to arrive on time for class. In the end, the first day of school is
as nerve-wracking as choosing what wire to pull while defusing a bomb.

“Waiting in Line at an Amusement Park”

ALL THAT JAZZ—Saints jazz band performed at Stella Maris Academy today for
Pre-K thru 2nd graders. “We played three
different sets there today for various grade
levels. And they are already booking us
again for next year. Alumni George Thomas
was a huge hit on guitar,” said Brandon
Jagow, Director of Instrumental Music.
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Cameron Attisha, (’17)

By Cameron Attisha--A grey sky leers over a large crowd of haggard
parents and eager children waiting in a seemingly endless line. Every
seven minutes, the people in line would slowly plod a few along the line
with dull expressions on their face, as a convict would for his tasteless jail
food. Time seems to taunt the horde of heads that wait in line. One minute feels like 30 to the parents who wait for their children who are blind
to see the apathy of the excuse for an amusement park. Eventually you
become deaf to the consistent sound of clanking from the roller coasters. The smell of lubricants and oil pollutes the air, and the sound of a
monotone safety message would drive a perfectly normal man insane.
The red paint from the railing chips and peels, leaving the bar exposed
to rust. After the first hour, you wonder if the second hour of the wait will
be worth the ride. By the end of a long day at an amusement park, you
would question the idiot decision to go.

2014 AP Exam schedule

The 2014 AP Exams will be administered over two weeks in May: May 5 through 9 and May 12 through 16.

Week 1

Morning 8 a.m.

Afternoon 12 noon

Monday,
May 5

Chemistry
Environmental Science

Psychology

Tuesday,
May 6

Computer Science A
Spanish Language and Culture

Art History

Wednesday,
May 7

Calculus AB
Calculus BC

Chinese Language
and Culture

Thursday,
May 8

English Literature
and Composition

Japanese Language
and Culture Latin

Friday,
May 9

English Language
and Composition

Statistics

2014 AP LATE-TESTING schedule
Week 1

Morning 8 a.m.

Afternoon 12 noon

Afternoon 2 P.M.

Monday,
May 12

Biology
Music Theory

Physics B
Physics C: Mechanics

Physics C:
Electricity and Magnetism

Tuesday,
May 13

United States Government
and Politics

French Language and Culture
Human Geography

Wednesday,
May 14

German Language and Culture
United States History

European History

Thursday,
May 15

Macroeconomics
World History

Italian Language and Culture
Microeconomics

Friday,
May 16

Comparative Government
and Politics
Spanish Literature and Culture
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW
Continued from page 4

Favela is a 2005 graduate of St. Augustine High School.
Ledesma, who had an outstanding bogey-free performance this weekend, led in the clubhouse at 13 under. That number put significant pressure
on Favela, who bogeyed the par-4 17th to drop into a first-place tie. He took advantage of the 510-yard uphill par-5 18th to clinch the title.
“The fairway on 17 is tight and I missed it, and then I missed the green as well,” Favela said. “I was next to the green and I chipped it up like ten
feet past the hole and I missed the putt. Going into 18 I knew I needed to make birdie. I made birdie there the first two days, but yesterday I didn’t
birdie it. I gave myself a good chance for eagle, thankfully I missed it by a little bit, but made a two-footer for birdie and the win.”
Favela collected his first PGA Tour Latinoamérica victory on his 25th career start on Tour.
Video: www.pgatourla.com/land/media.php?tid=m2014050&vid=F68p9cu31do&type=video&lg=en

A view of the ninth green during the first round of the Stella Artois Open,
where Saints Alum Armando Favela won his first PGA sanctioned tournament.

Media video by the PGA Tour

Armando chipping his third shot on the par 5 hole 18.

Lush fairways at the La Reunion Resort, Fuego Maya Golf Club, Gautemala.

Favela collected his first PGA Tour Latinoamérica victory after 25th
career starts.
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OUR AMAZING
INTERSESSION TRIP
TO GUATEMALA
By David Valley (’14)

T

LOCAL SUPPORT—The gentleman in the cool hat, who is posed with the 2014 Saints Guatemala Intersession tour, is Mr. Don Tauribio, one of the key members of the Mission San Lucas
team. He runs the reforestation project and supervised the afternoon work schedule while the
Saintsmen visited. (Standing row, Left to right): Eammon Garland, Ivan Herholz, David Valley,
Philip Callahan, Alex Agpaoa, Andrew Stoddard, Matthew Johnson, Angel Rivera Larrea, T.G.
Plein, Bruno Calderon, Marcelo Hernandez-Gamez, and Danny Ramirez. (Front row): Fr. Kirk
Davis, Mr. Don Tauribio and Aden Khalil. Photo by Ms. Julia Mekrut, faculty chaperone.

HOT TIMES ATOP THE VOLCANo
Continued from page 1

Toliman, Guatemala.
“We first offered the course in January of 2012 and again went in 2013 and 2014. As
of now, 38 students have made the journey and another 13 are signed up for Intersession
2015,” said Fr. Kirk.
More on the volcano excursion later. Now, let’s visit the village.
San Lucas Tolimán is a municipality in the Sololá department of Guatemala. The town
of 17,000 people sits on the southeastern shore of Lago de Atitlán, described by Aldous Huxley as one of the most beautiful lakes in the world.
Before arriving at San Lucas Toliman, the Saints entourage added a weekend in Mexico
City. While at the capital city they visited the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the
Pyramids at Teotihuacan, plus Templo Mayor; Palacio de Bellas Artes and the Parque Alameda.
From Mexico City, the group overnighted in Guatemala City, where from the roof terrace
of our hotel in the capital city we could see in the distance a bright red/orange glow as the
8,400-ft Pacaya volcano erupted.
That night any thoughts of climbing Pacaya, as had other Saints Intersession students
done in the past, seemed dim indeed.
While in San Lucas
The Saints tour arrived in San Lucas Toliman on a Monday. There group was split up
into teams each day to work on different projects within the clinic, building a new mission office, stove building, coffee production, beekeeping, the women’s center, and reforestation.
Accommodations included being housed in a small, simple local hotel and our meals
were shared with other visiting groups in the parish dining room. Breakfasts typically include
plantains, black beans, oatmeal, tortillas and sometimes eggs and/or hotcakes. Lunches (the
main meal of the day) were often stews of beef, pork or chicken along with rice and salad.
Dinner was often a soup or pasta with bread. The food was simple but plentiful. Visiting
groups take turns serving and doing dishes.
Teenagers being the voracious creatures that they are often supplement what’s on offer
by patronizing some of the local purveyors of pupusas, fried chicken, pizza, donuts and ice

he decision to spend a January to remember in Guatemala was perhaps my most
memorable, monumental, and impressive
decision to date. Not many decisions will add
such involvement and peaceful complexity in
such an utterly unforgettable manner. There
are retreats, there is the Holy Bowl, there is
Kairos, and then there is the option to spend
a few short weeks abroad during the ultimate
retreat we know as Intersession.
Most students will look at the words “Christian Service in a Cultural Context” with a strong
daze. Not very many will bother with those that
follow, reading “Walking in the Footsteps of
the Maya.” Yet it is upon further inspection that
one begins to fully appreciate the definite potential of this trip. The sentence, “This will be
an opportunity for learning, personal growth,
community forming, and learning one’s own
faith and values,” really makes itself clear as
a major focus of the trip. Even so, I don’t think
many of the 13 to go on this adventure will
declare that it was because of this “opportunity
to grow and learn” that they signed up.
For me as well, that fine print flew right
over, and I found myself seeking that particular
‘sense of adventure’ more than any of those
individual key concepts. Nonetheless, it was
made clear early on that for maximum thrill
and pleasure, an immersion into not only foreign culture, but this set of goals and sense
of values was imperative. It was with this newfound awareness of the material presented to
me that my expectations began to shift.
I knew ultimately service was a major player in this quest of ours, but it was in reading and
understanding the message set forth in “The
Cost of Short Term Missions” that our goals
and duties were made clear. We were made
servants to the future. This may seem a reduction in our roles, but I assure you it was not. It
is through our first-hand experiences and encounters that we were to be made conscience
of the underlying illness that left Guatemala
and surrounding peoples poverty stricken. It
was not through our physical capabilities nor
sure aptitude in building techniques that we
were to make Guatemala a better place, but
rather our comprehension of social issues and
Continued on page 11
9

cream.
Another feature of the service-learning
experience was the opportunity to hear the
story of a woman who’s husband had been
“disappeared” during the civil war, and having the opportunity to visit with indigenous
families in their homes.
One student wrote: “This trip made me
more aware of how people throughout the
world live, and how not everyone has a big
house. These experiences have made me
appreciate more what I have and have made
me more aware of the current state of world
affairs.”
For more on the group’s host agency,
Mission San Lucas, please log onto sanlucasmission.org
Off to Antigua
The last weekend of the journey the group
traveled to nearby Antigua, Guatemala, a
UNESCO world heritage site that is a major
international tourist destination featuring
cobblestone streets, beautiful colonial architecture (including the ruins of an Augustinian
Church), excellent restaurants, well stocked
crafts markets, and lively street entertainment.
Antigua was the cultural, economic,
religious, political and educational centre for
the entire region until the capital was moved.
In the space of under three centuries the city
acquired a number of superb monuments. It
is also surrounded by three volcanos: Fuego,
Agua, and Pacaya.
Built 1,530.17 meters above sea level
in an earthquake-prone region, Antigua was
founded in 1524 as Santiago de Guatemala.
It was subsequently destroyed by fire caused
by an uprising of the indigenous population,
re-established in 1527 and entirely buried as
a result of earthquakes and an avalanche in
1541.
The third location, in the Valley of Panchoy or Pacán, was inaugurated in March
1543 and served for 230 years. It survived
natural disasters of floods, volcanic eruptions
and other serious tremors until 1773 when the
Santa Marta earthquakes destroyed much of
the town.
At this point, authorities ordered the relocation of the capital to a safer location region,
which became Guatemala City, the county’s
modern capital. Some residents stayed behind
in the original town, however, which became
referred to as “La Antigua Guatemala”.
From Antigua to the volcano
While in Antigua the group was happy
to learn that authorities had deemed it safe
enough to climb Pacaya volcano as hoped.
Still active, sits in a national park 30
kilometers (19 miles) southwest of Guatemala City and close to Antigua. Pacaya first
erupted approximately 23,000 years ago
and has erupted at least 23 times since the
Spanish invasion of Guatemala. After being
dormant for a century, it erupted violently in
1965 and has been erupting continuously
since then. Most recent have been May, 2010
10

TEAM REBAR—Andrew Stoddard (far left)
T.G. Plein and David Valley

LAUNDRY DETAIL—David Valley, Alex
Agpaoa, Aden Khalil, Marcelo Hernandez,
Fr. Kirk Davis, Eammon Garland, Andrew
Stoddard and Matthew Johnston

MINGLING WITH LOCALS—David
Valley, Eammon Garland and Marcelo
Hernandez

FIRST CAPITAL—Scenic Antigua was the
original capital of Guatemala.

INTERSESSION TRIP
Continued from page 9

BEE STUDENTS—David Valley (left) and
Aden Khalil

STOVEPIPERS—David Valley (left) and
T.G. Plein

and January, 2013 and 2014.
The volcano has been on the itinerary of the Intersession visits to Guatemala since 2012.
“So every student who has made the journey has had the Pacaya experience,” adds Fr. Kirk.
The day-trip from Antigua involves a bumpy 1.5 hour bus ride to the base of the volcano.
The entry fee to the national park includes the services of a guide for the group. “The
guide stayed with us for the entire visit, and led the group up the long, steep trail and back,”
said Fr. Kirk.
There is also the option to rent a horse for the journey up the volcano--this trip about half
the group chose that option. “We always pack a lunch in order to have a picnic at the top,”
he said.
The landscape at the top of Pacaya is one of sharp volcanic rock for the top 1,000 to
1,500 vertical feet of the volcano’s 8,373-ft. elevation. There are typically steam vents and
caves that visitors can check out. On one previous visit, there was an exposed lava flow over
which visitors were able to toast marshmallows.
“From our vantage point perhaps 800-ft below the cone of the volcano, we were able to
see all the way to Guatemala City, and could make out the airport--which was a nice ‘bookend’ to our first night in Guatemala when we could see the volcano from near the airport,
added Fr. Kirk
“Our guide wouldn’t let us any higher than 800-ft from the volcano’s rim. I don’t believe
any of our groups have gone higher--before the last major eruption in 2010 groups were
actually able to trek to the inside of the crater, but not now.”
For now, 800 ft. from a fiery lava factory is close enough.

ability to put to practice our principles that created that hope for long-term awareness and
eventual change.
There are but a few words necessary to
describe the level of enjoyment and pleasure
seen and sought in those 17 short days. For
a trip to be truly remarkable, there’s a certain
level of engagement needed. Itineraries were
set before our days began, and routines were
quickly adopted by all members of our party.
Although it may seem that the establishment
of such schedules would put unnecessary pressure on the whole of our tour, it was of that organized flexibility that I grew a profound fondness.
Although our days were limited
every 24 hour period provided such splendid
diversity. With each and every 7 am wakeup
call came a deep yearning for adventure. We
wanted our new day to outmatch those days
past in all ways, longing always for more time.
Each day—even as the streets became
increasingly less familiar--our confidence
seemed to grow with our mastery of the language and most importantly our relationships
within the group and our hosts grew more
valuable. It was in those moments--moments
of understanding our limits and our usefulness--that we managed a compassion for our
brothers at Saints and San Lucas alike. It was
in those moments of vulnerability, in times of
reflection, that we witnessed the dangers of indifference. We wanted more because all in all
it had given each of us more than was possibly
manageable, and we loved it.
Can I say that the entirety of the trip was
my favorite experience? I don’t see why not,
or rather I find it next impossible to select for
individual flashes of splendor and joy. It’s all
up here (*author points to head) and in here
(*points to chest, an intentionally cheesy move)
and a little bit in here (*holds up Galaxy s3. Oh
the wonders of technology) I’d mentioned before the comfort found in pleasant unfamiliarity.
I would be remiss in saying, of course, that
those streets and those people are as fresh in
my mind now as when I first encountered them,
and shall remain so for a rather unusually long
time, or so I should hope. What a way to remind that life and dignity of the human person
is something to behold.
It was through the resilience of the Guatemalan spirit that we saw the sincerity and ultimate dignity of native workers. Through our
own solidarity, our own thought provoking discussions and moments of self-communication,
we came face to face with the power of human
resolve.
We found it in every smile and every “buenas,” in every overpriced good and every underappreciated meal. It was there in every picture, every nfl football broadcast, every night
spent up singing. In every uncomfortable stare,
every mosquito bite, every child and every dog.
It was there in every single detail of every single
day, and it’d be wasteful to think that we were
the only ones changed by the whole thing.
You’d be missing a lot not to go on this trip.
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Photo essay by Bill Hill
(Parent of Alum)

Only a few years in existence, Saints Lacrosse is one of the school’s top
club sports. Lax, as it is abbreviated by fans, players and coaches, has a
loyal following—win or lose. Images here are from a night game vs. a
solid Francis Parker High School team. Games begin early Friday evening (check schedule on Saints webpage). With the days getting longer
toward summer, there’s plenty of time to catch Saints Lacrosse in action.

Brian Angulo (’14) scoops up a loose ground ball

Left: Tim Spencer (’16) is about to feed Joey Falcone (’14) for a goal

Jordan Richardson (’14) fires a rocket at Parker goal
Joey Falcone looks for an
open teammate

Jordan Richardson is off on a
fast break opportunity
12

KJ Mahoney creates a turnover
Jack Hamlin (’15) in goal prepares to make a save

Michael Anderson (’15) clears
the ball to the offense

Alex Agpoao (’15) looks to
make an assist

KJ Mahoney (’14) takes aim on goal

Tim Spencer wins a face off

Tim Spencer gets Saints out of a jam.
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And on the 7th Day, God Rested
Continued from page 1

Clearly there is still a month left in the school year. However, as we approach
summer we want to encourage Saintsmen to seek the rest they need spiritually, physically, emotionally and intellectually. If we can help them find ways to unwind and share
with them the importance of balance in their lives, they will be ready to embrace their
next set of challenges.
In the spirit of Catholic Education,

James Horne
Principal

PROM PRIMER

IN THE NEWS

Continued from page 1

F

or many parents, the biggest concern isn’t
the cost of attending prom, but the worry
about the risky behaviors associated with
proms. Prom night always seems to include
news reports where teens display poor judgment and make dangerous choices. We have
put together the following list and statistics to
help keep your children safe. Thereby making this special occasion something to enjoy
and remember with fond memories.
Prom Safety Checklist:
• Who will be doing the driving? Will they
drive themselves or rent a limo?
• If driving themselves, keep a list of names
and phone numbers of each teen rider, along
with names and addresses of all the parents.
Insist that the car radio be kept at a low volume; limit the number of children to minimize
distractions for the driver, and require each
teen to buckle up his or her seatbelt.
• Get a complete itinerary, including who
your children will be partying with, addresses
and phone numbers for the prom location as
well as any after-parties your child plans to
attend.
• If your child will be renting a limo, be
sure to check the limo company’s driving record, and don’t be afraid to ask the company
to provide it to you.
• Does your child know how to contact you
throughout the evening? Consider arranging
specific check-in times, and make sure you
can contact your child throughout the entire
night.
• Communicate with your child specifically
about how he would handle difficult situations
such as being offered a ride by an intoxicated driver, being offered alcohol or drugs,
or pressure to have sex. Be sure to provide
parental instruction on how best to deal with
problems that may arise.
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• Insist that there are to be no changes
made to the itinerary without your prior approval, and make firm rules with no exceptions allowed.
• Find out who will be supervising the prom
and after-parties. Be sure to speak directly
with any parents supervising after-parties your
child wishes to attend, since some parents
may allow underage drinking, and may not
have the same set of morals and values that
you do.
• Volunteer to assist in supervising the
after-parties your teen will attend, which will
help ensure there are enough responsible
adults watching over the partygoers.
• Have specific and detailed conversations
with your child about alcohol consumption,
driving under the influence, drug use and sex,
as peer pressure often leads teens to use poor
judgment before, during and after prom.
• Make sure your child has phone numbers
to trustworthy cab companies programmed
into his cell phone, and plenty of money to
cover the cost of a cab ride, if deemed necessary for any reason.
• Will someone in the home wait up until
the teen arrives back home safely? If so, who?
• Hotel rooms are not something that we
recommend or support. Often there is no
parent supervision and children are left on
their own to make decisions that are often
persuaded by peer pressure. To rent a hotel
or motel room it is necessary to be 18 years
of age and have a major credit card. Please
do not encourage or help your children to
rent a hotel room for the night.
If you have any questions feel free to contact the Student Services Office at Saints. The
school sincerely hopes this article provides
an opportunity to have a discussion with your
child on the issues related to the Prom. And
remember, we have referred to our students
as your children because that is what they
are.

Garrett Blodgett
(’14) a three-year
starter with Saints
Varsity team
received mention in the UT
San Diego’s sport
page announcing
the co-captain is
Garrett Blodgett (’14) going to attend
Dominican University in San Rafael, CA., where he will
join the school’s soccer team.
Teddy Oitzman
(’16) was named
to the UT San Diego’s High School
Athlete of the
Week on April 23
for twice shooting
a three-under par
score of 33 as a
member of Saints
Teddy Oitzman (’16)
Golf Team. His
33 was recorded at Riverwalk and Torrey Pines golf courses.
Christopher Lamb (’01), a Saints
Alum, is the new varsity baseball
coach at Scripps Ranch High School.
In his first year as coach of the Eastern League baseball Falcons, Coach
Lamb’s team sported a 10-7 win/loss
record in late April, including a 5-3 win
over the Saints.

SAINTS
VARSITY
BASEBALL
REPORT
Photography by Bill Hill

T

his year, Saints Varsity Baseball Team
seeks to defend its league championship
and to pick up the school’s first CIF championship.
The 2014 season started out with a bang.
The team won the 3rd annual Saints Bill Whittaker Classic, reached the finals of the Finals
of the City Conference Tournament, and
went 2-1 in pool play in the San Diego Lions
Tournament Classic division, losing the tiebreaker to Rancho Bernardo. Currently the
varsity is 15-6 as the team gets into the heart
of Eastern League play.
Coach Craig da Luz has the team playing
at a high level and put together a schedule
that is loaded with top tier opponents on the
National and Local rankings. The Saintsmen are coming off of 3 straight Eastern
League Championships and look to continue
that dominance this year. The schedule will
provide a challenging road that help lead the
team into the playoffs and prepare them for
the Division 1 championship.

Junior RHP Tommy Goodridge set to deliver
a pitch in the Saints Bill Whittaker Classic

Junior Short Stop Tommy Goodridge applying
the tag out in a run down against Chula Vista.

Senior Tyler Herburger sliding into 3B after
hitting a deep drive into right center.

Junior Ryan Madsen Stealing 2B against
Chula Vista in The Whittaker Classic.

SOLID PITCHING.
The roster has a good mix of veterans
with experience and returning varsity players
that have been waiting to prove their abilities.
On the hill four year starter Kiko Garcia garners a 6-1 record with an ERA at 0.86 with 62
strikeouts to only seven walks in 49 innings
pitched. In addition to contributing a shutout
and four complete games, Garcia is hitting
.364 with three doubles and two triples. Senior Connor Speed has chipped in with a record of 5-0 with an ERA of 2.55. Sophomore
left hander Jack Dashwood has had impressive starts to the young season going 1-1 with
1.17 ERA and 13 strikeouts in 18 innings. The
pitchers have been getting it done all season
long with a team ERA of 1.50.
BIG BATS ALL SEASON.
At the plate a bevy of hitters have proven
their worthiness. The team batting average is
.347 thus far with several hitters standing out.
Leading hitters include the senior outfielder
corps of Connor Wharry, who is hitting at a
.457 clip (16-35), plus returning All-State performing Center Fielder Tyler Herburger, who
is hitting .409 (27-66, 13RBI, 15R, 2-2B,43B,1HR, 8SB) and Outfielder Ariel Kenney,
who is hitting .397 (23-69, 20RBI, 13R, 6-2B,
5HR, 9SB).
The Junior class is also providing an offensive punch with 3rd baseman/pitcher Sean
Coyne hitting .406 (13-32); Catcher Tyrus
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Green who has thrown out 75% of would be base stealers and is hitting .393 (24-61, 11RBI,
15R, 2-2B, 3-3B, 15SB); Shortstop/pitcher Tommy Goodridge is hitting .343 (12-35, 10R), and
1st baseman / pitcher Chris Gesell, who is hitting .362 (21-58, 11RBI.
IN THE CLUTCH.
The team has had some dramatic wins and losses and some late inning heroics provided
by Senior Outfielder Ariel Kenney and Junior Catcher Tyrus Greene. Most recently, Kenney
launched a game tying homerun in the bottom of the 7th to tie the game against Patrick Henry
and Junior Catcher Tyrus Greene laced a single to left to drive in the winning run in the bottom
of the 8th.
Defensively the Saints are much improved from a year ago with many players providing stellar glove work. Greene has provided the anchor behind the dish and Senior Matt McGarry has
made ESPN worthy highlight reel plays each game at second base. McGarry is also contributing at the plate hitting .306 with 19 hits and 14 runs scored to provide a spark at the top of the
lineup. Senior Tyler Herburger has anchored the outfield play making several spectacular diving
grabs.
Come out and support your Saints. You can follow the Saints baseball team on twitter at: @
stadirtbags.
OFF TO COLLEGE
Saints Baseball players already committed to play at the next level:
Senior Kiko Garcia – Pepperdine
Senior Ariel Kenney – Amherst
Senior Conner Speed – Bates
Junior Tyrus Greene – Cal Berkeley
Sophomore Jack Dashwood – UC Santa Barbara

Madeira da Luz

SAINTS BASEBALL
IN FUNDRAISER
vs.
CATHEDRAL
T

he Saints baseball team will also
be holding a fundraiser on May 14
(Wednesday) at Whittaker Field (Saints
baseball home field at Hickman Sports
complex—near I-805 and Clairemont
Mesa) during the Eastern League matchup
with Cathedral Catholic at 3:30 pm.
The purpose is to raise awareness and
funds for Type 1 Diabetes (formerly called
Juvenile Diabetes). The proceeds from the
fund raiser will go to JDRF (Formerly Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation). JDRF
is the leading non-government agency in
research and funding to find a cure for
Type 1 Diabetes.
Coach da Luz’s daughter Madeira
was diagnosed in January 2013 at the age
of 5 with Type 1 Diabetes (a life threatening auto-immune disease that destroys the
insulin producing cells in the pancreas.
There is no known cause or CURE). She
needs daily insulin injections to survive
and together with Saints Baseball is trying
to raise awareness and funds to help turn
Type 1 into Type NONE! Please come out
to support both Saints baseball, Madeira
and the JDRF.

Junior Frank Buncom IV being sent home by Head Coach Craig da Luz to score the go
head run.
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Sophomore Peyton Murasky dives back safely into first.

Senior Tyler Herburger gets ready to drive the next pitch to deep
right center.

Junior Catcher Tyrus Greene prepares for the strike.

Junior First baseman Chris Gesell hangs on for the bang bang out
at first.

Senior right handed pitcher Kiko Garcia delivering a strike against
Chula Vista in the Whittaker Classic.
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Way of the Cross

As Portrayed by the Saints
Community 2014

Photos by Ernie Torgeson (Parent of Saints and
OLP Alums)

E

very Good Friday for many years Saintsmen,
OLP students and the Saints Community in
general have been participating in the Stations of
the Cross ceremony. The annual event takes place
at various locations throughout the city, usually
downtown. The hope is to spread the message
of Jesus to those in need. The Stations focus on
many injustices which take place in our world:
hunger, homelessness, war and sickness.
The object of the Stations is to help the faithful
to make in spirit a pilgrimage to the chief scenes
of Christ’s sufferings and death, and this has
become one of the most popular of Catholic devotions. Passing from Station to Station, with certain
prayers at each and devout meditation on the various incidents in turn carries it out.
It is very usual, when the devotion is performed publicly, to sing a stanza of the “Stabat
Mater” while passing from one Station to the next.
The erection and use of the Stations did not
become at all general before the end of the 17th
century, but they are now to be found in almost
every church. Historically, Stations have varied
considerably in different communities, however
recent tradition now prescribes 14.
They are as follows:
1. Christ condemned to death;
2. The cross is laid upon him;
3. His first fall;
4. He meets His Blessed Mother;
5. Simon of Cyrene is made to bear the cross;
6. Christ’s face is wiped by Veronica;
7. His second fall;
8. He meets the women of Jerusalem;
9. His third fall;
10. He is stripped of His garments;
11. His crucifixion;
12. His death on the cross;
13. His body is taken down from the cross; and
14. Laid in the tomb.
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Journey to Calvary—Jesus is portrayed by
Thomas Parashos (’17) during the 21tst annual
Walk with the Suffering Good Friday Stations of
the Cross, which was held last month and was
sponsored by the Ecumenical Council of San
Diego County. Among other Saints and OLP students participating in the Downtown San Diego
procession were Torrey Shenewerk, Dominique
Ochoa, Jared Ramsauer (’17) and Fernando
Rubio-Rosas (’17).
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Mission of St. Augustine High School – Our mission is to provide a Catholic liberal arts education for young men in an environment that promotes the development of mind,
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