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SONS OF LIGHT

Dear Parents and Friends

Saints varsity football coach and faculty member Mr. Richard Sanchez (center) enters his sixth
year at the school.

AFTER BUSY SUMMER
SAINTS VARSITY FOOTBALL
IS READY FOR ACTION

S

aints Scene thanks the school’s varsity football coach, Mr. Richard Sanchez for taking time to
answer questions about the upcoming season. There quite a bit on the team’s plate as they
travel out of San Diego County for two non-league games.

There is a plethora of
educational research
done each year by
experts with the singular
goal of identifying the
factors that contribute
to a student’s success in
education. And schools
everywhere, with a focus
Principal James Horne on school improvement,
are trying strategies to
advance student outcomes; some focus on
professional development for teachers; others
are developing new charter school alternatives; others are focused on measurable
performance and standardized test scores.
None of these factors, however, come close to
the importance of the “relationship” between
teacher and student.
The “relationship” is the foundation for
effective learning. You see, we were not created alone, nor to be alone on this journey;
even the disciples were sent out two by two.
We are strengthened when we link arms
together. People have been created to be in
friendships, and often flourish as a result of
them. And, when we share, care for and love
each other as a community then God’s love is
Continued on page 6

Saints Scene: How did the team look this summer during camps, passing tournaments, and workouts?
Coach Richard Sanchez: The Saints’ varsity football team has had a very busy summer. We
started the first weekend of the summer break competing in the San Diego State passing tournaContinued on page 6

the road together

THE VALUE OF ALLBOYS EDUCATION
By Edwin Hearn, President,
St. Augustine High School

A

s the graduating class of 2014 exits Saints
and moves out into the world and we
await the beginning of the new school year,
it is worth taking stock of this past year to see
where we have been and the roadmap to the
future. There are now only images of a year
passed that resonate deep within us as seen
Continued on page 8

BEANIE UPDATE—Now into her 41st year of
making 200 beloved Saints Freshman beanies
per year, Mrs. Jean Shaw, a Saints Administrator, continues her task. Frosh Welcome
Week would not be the same without the
beanie tradition. More beanie coverage next
month in Saints Scene.

Saintly Popes Speak on another Saint: Augustine
By Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A. (’55), Saints Chaplain
AUGUSTINIAN HERITAGE

W

e witnessed Pope Francis in April of this year canonize two
popes, John XXIII and John Paul II, and he beatified Pope Paul
VI in October. During these next months of the school year we are
going to take a look at what these Saints had to say about another
Saint, Augustine, in their public discourses. These thoughts and
insights on Augustine can serve for our meditation as we come to appreciate even more the person of Augustine and his legacy.
In addition to Saint John XXIII, Blessed Paul VI and Saint John
Paul II, however, we will mention other popes – not officially ‘sainted’– who, nevertheless have spoken about Augustine. These can
also serve for our meditation and inspiration.
Here, then, are the eight Popes we will be citing, in chronological order: Pope Leo XIII; Pope Pius XI; Pope Pius XII; St. John XXIII;
Blessed Paul VI; Pope John Paul I; St. John Paul II; Pope Benedict XVI;
and Pope Francis.
We will begin with Pope Leo XIII, 1810-1903.
Pope Leo XIII speaks of those who have shed renown on the
church by their learning. “Augustine seems to stand head and shoulders above all others. Mighty in his genius, fully equipped with both
sacred and secular learning, he waged an implacable battle with
Photogram of the 1896 film “Sua Santitá Papa Leone XIII”, the first time
profound faith and learning against all the errors of his day.
a Pope appeared on film.
What part of philosophy did he leave untouched or fail to explore
deeply when explaining the profoundest mysteries for the faithful or
defending them against the furious attacks of their adversaries? At what length and with what accuracy did he treat of the angels, the soul, the human mind, the will and its freedom, religion and the blessed life, time and eternity, and the nature of changeable bodies?”

UPDATE:
St. Monica’s Prayer Group
By Fr. John Sanders, O.S.A. (’66)

Who is St. Monica?
St. Monica is a saint who had an intelligent but lazy son named Augustine. In
spite of his mother’s efforts, he was a wild, pleasure-seeking youth and led a
dissolute life. Yet, St. Monica persisted and continued to pray for her son. Finally,
at the age of 32, Augustine changed his life, was baptized, and became a great
saint and Doctor of the Church.
Continued on page 11

FAMILY MASS and BRUNCH
In peaceful Vasey Patio
Sunday, September 14th
at 9:30 a.m.
Come together with members of the Saints
Community to pray for a successful school
year for our sons.
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EVERYONE INVITED—Saints Chaplain Fr. Bob Gavotto, OSA (’55) is surrounded by members of the St. Monica’s Prayer Group, who meet at the Saints Chapel
next to Vasey Patio every Thursday at 7:45 am. First St. Monica’s Mass will be
Sept. 4. Everyone is invited to attend.

APPLYING CLASSROOM LEARNING TO
THE REAL WORLD
By Gary Osberg, Saints English Teacher

T

here are many theories that have influenced my method of teaching, but the basic idea
is that I want my students to be engaged with the school work and to be able to relate
those tasks to their lives. Now studying the works of Shakespeare, Tolkien, and Chaucer
may seem like a holiday
in the Bahamas for any
adult bibliophile, yet not
every adolescent male
can relate to the trials of
Macbeth or empathize
with the Wife of Bath.
In order to balance the
demands of studying the
texts canonical, without
driving the students catatonical, I like to balance
my course with a series
of ancillary assignments
intended to engage the
student with a subject they
know extensively- themselves.
Continued on page 10

SAINTS SENIOR TAKES PART IN WORLD
PEACE TOWN MEETING

E

arlier this year, Saintsman Julio Serrano (’15) attended WorldLink’s 17th Annual Youth Town Meeting, “Global Conflicts: Human
Impact, Human Solutions,” which encouraged him to become more
involved and serve as a WorldLink intern. WorldLink is a program at
the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice,
at the University of San Diego’s Kroc School of Peace Studies
Julio’s interest in global affairs developed during his sophomore
year when he joined his school’s International Rescue Committee (IRC)
Club. Through this experience, he has helped refugees grow their own
food in private farms and has tutored refugee youth at Crawford High
Julio Serrano (‘15)
School. Julio served as the IRC Club president his junior year, through
which he organized a soccer tournament in support of refugee children, welcoming youth
from the United States and Canada.
Continued on page 6

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR PARENTS, TOO
Finding Information: a quick tutorial for new parents
As a new Saints Parents, you should know there are really four (4) main ways to obtain
information about what’s happening at St. Augustine’s. They are:
1) Saint’s website: www.sahs.org
(browse the whole site, but the links you
might need most are the calendar and
the Faculty/Staff directory)
2) Saint’s E-Scene (on-line newsletter
delivered direct to your email at the start
of each month, please sign-up on Saint’s
home page to subscribe)

3) Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/st.augustine
(filled with pictures, event updates, community news and student highlights)
4) Twitter:
http://twitter.com/#!/saints_info
(filled with event reminders, community
news, and student highlights)
Continued on page 6

ALLOW MORE TIME TO
DRIVE TO SCHOOL
Street construction adds
to busy time of year

P

arents/Students who drive on campus and
in the neighborhoods near school can
play an important role in enhancing safety
near Saints by following safe driving practices. They also can help Saints be a good
neighbor in our community. At arrival and
dismissal times, we are often in a hurry and
distracted which can lead to unsafe conditions
for students and others walking, bicycling and
driving in the area.
Drivers should always:
• Slow down and obey all traffic laws and
speed limits, in neighborhoods surrounding
the school.
• Avoid double parking or stopping on
crosswalks to let students out of the car.
Double parking will block visibility for other
students and other motorists. Visibility is
further reduced during the rain and fog when
condensation forms on car windows. It is also
an inconvenience to other drivers.
• Be courteous and do not block neighbor’s
driveways
• Drop students off away from the school and
allow them to walk a block or two.
• Watch for students walking or bicycling
(both on the road and the sidewalk) in areas
near a school.
Remember that:
• The faculty parking lot is not a two minute drop zone it is crowded and all parking
spaces are used on a daily basis. Please do
not enter the lot to drop your students off or
use it for short term parking.
• In our North Park neighborhood there are
families and children that walk to schools in
the area. Please drive careful and watch your
speed.
• If you are on campus for an after school or
evening event please park in the lower parking lot to allow neighbors to park in front of
their houses.
• Handicapped spaces are needed by our
community. Do not park in these reserved if
you do not have the proper placard in place.
Currently the City of San Diego is doing
improvements to the streets directly around the
school. This is causing delays, detours and
limited space for parking. Please make sure
you leave in time to accommodate for these
delays.
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SAINTSMEN VISIT
AUGUSTINIAN
PANAMA
Month Long Summer
School Adventure
By Fr. Kirk Davis, O.S.A.

A

fter a long jumbo jet journey and ever
increasing anticipation by four Saintsmen, Ryan Dent (’16), Sean Panish (’16), Jack
Dalessio (’15), and Thomas Enriquez (’15),
we landed on a Thursday afternoon in mid
June in Panama City and were greeted by Fr.
Carlos Flores, O.S.A.
The adventure continued via van to Penonome, where we stopped for a late lunch at
a Chinese restaurant along the way. During
Fr. Kirk Davis and Saints students enjoy a cultural Panamanian dance.
that drive one of the Panamanian host-mothers called to check on our progress. When
Fr. Carlos passed the phone to Sean to speak to Senoria Chang, Sean immediately shifted into Spanish as if it were the most natural thing in the world
and chatted for about a minute. That phone call gave me a good feeling about how well our Saintsmen were going to do on the rest of the trip.
Arriving at Colegio San Agustin we were greeted by our host students and their families, and sent our students off to settle in with their host
families.
My lodging was at the nearby Augustinian community at Penonome, which now comprises five friars, who live in a modest five-bedroom house.
In order to accommodate the frequent guests they receive, the community has purchased a second house about a half-mile from the community
house and school. The guest house has three bedrooms and two baths and is configured to house six guests comfortably. The latter house is where
I stayed.
Friday morning our Saintsmen were welcomed by the school community. Colegio San Agustin has graciously provided our boys with uniforms.
Our boys are attending class with their host student--three in level 6 (Seniors) and one in level 5 (Juniors). There are about 38 students in each level
Continued on page 11

REMARKABLE YEAR FOR EAGLES—Latest flock of Eagles
at Saints (from left to right): Jason Gros (Junior), Adam
Kosen (Senior), Matt Eis (Senior), Charles Rayner (Senior),
and Evan Nichols (Senior). Photo: Kosen Family.

SCHOOL SALUTES
FIVE EAGLE SCOUTS

T

he school is proud of the accomplishments of its students, who are also honored Eagle Scouts. For example,
last year was a banner year for five Saintsmen, who as
members of North Park Boy Scout Troop 53 achieved the
rank of Eagle Scout.
Continued on page 8
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THE SAINTS DRAMA EXPERIENCE

IS ALIVE FOR 2014-15!
Saints drama has much to offer EVERY student from Saints
and OLP. Become part of the Drama experience as we
embark on a new season. There is something for everyone
from actor to crew, to computer tech, to stage and house
manager. All are invited.
This year’s season we are proud to announce:

Godspell, a contemporary look at the Gospel

November 19, 20, 22, 23

All performances held at the Coronado School of the Arts.
Auditions and Crew sign ups are Aug. 26 & 27 from 2:45-5:00
in Room 317.

The Tempest, by William Shakespeare staged at OLP
March 11, 12, 14, 15

Stay tuned for auditions times and place.

Saints Drama features:
• A coeducational experience in our plays and Improv.
• Participation in the NCT High School Improv League.
Those who join our team have the opportunity to
compete against other high schools in a fun and lighthearted competition.
• Saints now has a troupe in the International
Thespians Society, and those who participate begin
earning points to join up. Membership has its benefits.
• Saints Drama Club is working on a number of
activities and trips throughout the year. Stop by one of
our weekly lunch time meetings.
For more information, see Mr. Bernens in Room 317
at the beginning of the year.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Continued from page 1

ment. We reconfigured our summer schedule
this year to have the two week dead period at
the start of summer, and because of this, and
due to the upcoming USD full contact camp,
we were only able to compete on the first day.
It didn’t go quite as well as we would have
hoped it would.
Immediately after the dead period, we
packed our bags and checked into the dorms
at the University of San Diego for their annual
full contact camp. This is the fifth time we’ve
competed there, and it was a great success
for us. We competed against some great
teams from all over San Diego, Sacramento,
and from as far away as Grand Junction,
Colorado. It was incredibly productive for us.
We got a lot of players on film for evaluation
purposes, and we managed to win all but one
of our scrimmages.
The players have been working exceptionally hard throughout our Saints Speed and
Strength summer program, we won the South
County Passing Tournament at Southwestern
College for the second year in a row, and
wrapped up the competitive summer season
at the North County Passing Tournament at
El Camino High School, where our ‘B’ team
made it to the championship game of the
second bracket.
All in all, it’s been a terrific summer with
some phenomenal Saintsmen.
SS: Are there any changes in the
coaching staff for this year’s varsity
squad?
RS: Yes, there are several. John Roberts,
who was our offensive coordinator and offensive line coach, left the program for the
opportunity to become the head coach at
El Camino High School. He will be sorely
missed. Gary Osberg will move up this year
from the freshman program to take over the
varsity and JV offensive line duties. Jason
Alcoser is also moving up from the freshman
level to coach the varsity running backs, and
Matt Stern, who was the defensive coordinator
here at Saints in 2009 and 2010, returns to

the program to coach the tight ends and take
over the football operations duties. Maurice
Douglass will also be joining the program to
assist with the varsity defensive backs as well
as work with the freshman team.
SS: Your schedule is lining up to be one
of the toughest in the southland. What
match-ups will be most challenging for
the Saints?
RS: Ummm……all of them? There is not
a game on our schedule where our young
men will not be severely tested. We open
the season at Oceanside, one of the best
programs in all of San Diego County over the
last 10 or 15 years. We’ve added Madison,
who of course beat us in the CIF Championship game two years ago. Both of those
programs have a recent state championship
win under their belt. We will be travelling to
the Los Angeles area to take on Loyola High
School in a game that will be some spectacle,
and we also travel to Riverside County to take
on a powerhouse Vista Murrieta program.
And of course, there’s the Holy Bowl against
Cathedral.
It’s going to be an incredibly difficult and
challenging schedule across the board.

RS: Yes. Frank Buncom will serve as a captain for the second year in a row. He will be
joined by Tommy Goodridge, Danny Ramirez,
and Chris Gessel. I’m not sure we could ask
for a stronger group of leaders than these
young men.
SS: What excites you most about this
year’s team?
RS: We have what could potentially be one
of the best offensive lines in Saints’ history lining up for us this year, blocking for one of the
most dynamic running backs in the county.
We also have an incredible amount of young
talent that will be lining up at some key positions: An almost unprecedentedly talented
group of wide receivers and defensive backs.

Continued from page 3

You’ll find most everything you need amongst the sites above, including information and points
of contact for important events, for example, the Freshman Retreat (Oct. 11 & 12, 2014) and
Saint’s Annual Christmas Social held at Tom Ham’s Lighthouse (Dec. 6, 2014).
Important Campus Contacts
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Fr. Mark Menegatti
Mr. Tim Golden		
Ms. Julia Mekrut		
Dr. Jerry Rey		
Mrs. Nancy Caine		

reflected at our school and in our world.
Each year at Saints we embark on a
new journey to open the eyes of young men
to academics and the arts. But far surpassing those endeavors on our list of desired
outcomes is the desire to see our young men
embrace their teachers and one another
with the sense of love and community that
is so prominent in the gospel message. As
Saintsmen embrace our Augustinian values
of Unity, Truth and Love they begin to shine a
light for the entire world to see.
On behalf of the faculty and staff at
Saints, I want to welcome you to a new school
year and share with you our enthusiasm to
work for and with all of you as we focus on
developing our young men to become Sons
of Light; our theme for 2014-15. We ask you
to pray that the grace of God enter into our
work with Saintsmen this year so that they will
see the joy and value in sharing their light,
gifts and talents with a world so desperately in
need.
In the spirit of Catholic Education,

SS: Have you identified team captains
for this year’s squad?

First day of school for parents, too

Campus Ministry		
Counselor – 9th		
Counselor – 10th		
Counselor – 11th		
Counselor – 12th 		

SONS OF LIGHT

Continued from page 1

mmenegatti@sahs.org
tgolden@sahs.org
jmekrut@sahs.org
jrey@sahs.org
ncaine@sahs.org

James W. Horne
Principal

SAINTS SENIOR TAKES PART IN
WORLD PEACE TOWN MEETING
Continued from page 3

He also served as a youth ambassador
for IRC San Diego during the summer of
2013, a program that teaches its participants
about international issues and how to solve
them.
Julio also participates in the YMCA Youth
& Government Program, a leadership and
civic engagement program culminating in
Sacramento, and interns at the El Cajon office
of Senator Joel Anderson. Born in Tijuana,
Mexico, he also visits Hogar Infantil Orphanage to volunteer with the children. Julio
hopes to pursue international relations or
international law in college. In his free time,
Julio enjoys reading, playing volleyball and
basketball, and going to the movies.
This coming year, Julio will contribute a
chapter on violence prevention to the 2015
WorldLink Reader, an educational publication
(tool) providing background knowledge for
WorldLink’s 18th Annual Youth Town Meeting, “Healing the Wounds of Violence.”

TEXTBOOK	
  Purchase	
  and	
  Rental	
  Information	
  
	
  
Books for the 2014-15 school year are available on our virtual bookstore website,
www.sahs.bkstr.com.
How our virtual bookstore benefits you:
Book Options
• Choose from new books and money-saving used books that have been bought back
from St, Augustine families at the end of the previous school year. Follett also offers
textbook rental on selected titles. Rental books are typically half the price of
purchasing the new edition. Limited books may also be available in digital format –
look for Digital Textbooks on the website where available.
Fast Delivery
• Follett ships all orders from their warehouse the same or next business day via
FedEx. Expedited shipping options are available, but it is best to order early for the
best used book selection. As an added benefit, the bookstore has extended a 50%
off ground shipping offer for the first 30 days the booklist is available.
Customer Service
• Follett accepts returns on books purchased or rented through the website 30 days
from your order date or 30 days from the start of classes, whichever is later. Follett’s
dedicated customer service team is available by phone at 877-827-2665 seven days
a week to provide assistance and answer your questions.
To stay up-to-date on information regarding St. Augustine’s textbooks, we encourage you to join
the bookstore email list at www.sahs.bkstr.com/email.
Please feel free to contact the school or Follett directly at 877-827-2665 with any questions or
comments you may have.

value of all-boys education
Continued from page 1

from our perspective and our experiences.
Just concluding my 43rd year as a secondary Catholic school educator and 8th year as President of St. Augustine High School —has given
me a definite perspective about the successful underpinnings of our
school. All but five years has revolved around Catholic all-boys education. While this constant connection has probably skewed my biases
positively in the belief that single gender schools are superior to secondary co-educational schools, my experience instructs me about the value
of teaching boys in this setting.
At a few social events this past spring I found myself in several different conversations with parents of freshmen about their sons first year at
Saints. Over and over I heard how happy their sons were at Saints—how
their sons looked forward to each day of school. One dad told me his
son had always hated school until this past year at Saints. He went on
to say that on most mornings his son would bother him to drive him to
school early.
I am not sure what has been the formula for this dynamic, but
certainly the core values and all-boys nature of Saints are driving each of
the boys down a path to a successful life. Unity, Truth and Love are the
hallmarks of Saints and are on the lips of every Saintsman during their
time at school. While they might not know precisely the historical journey
and theological implications of these ideas, they know about their experience of brotherhood found at Saints.
These values come directly from the life and ministry of St. Augustine
and shape our vision of living a Christian life. In 397, Augustine wrote
the Rule of Life, which addressed the nature of Christian community. For
Augustine, God’s commandment to “love of God and neighbor” was
central to forming a community. As Augustine says, “When men and
women love their neighbor in a holy and spiritual way, what else are they
loving but God in the neighbor?” From this profound love, our unity or
community is built around the truth of Jesus and his teachings.
By segregating boys together during their maturation from boyhood to manhood, we simplify their lives and allow a couple of things
to happen. Without young ladies in school, young men are free to be
themselves and bond with each other around the core value of love and

mutual respect.
Many young grade school boys prior to being accepted by Saints
are marginalized and made to sit still in class. In most cases this is
humiliating, embarrassing, and disrespectful to whom they are. Consequently, those boys who cannot tolerate this sort of classroom can
have a bad self-image, might not like school and could become “at
risk” of dropping out of school.
Upon entering Saints, freshmen experience an entirely different
classroom and school environment. The freshmen encounter teachers who understand their need for movement, tactile experiences and
engagement as young adults. Since many of these young men have
been treated as little boys with a “lack of attention problem,”
Saints is refreshing and encouraging for them. The all-male experience allows them to ask questions, even silly questions without the
pressure of trying to impress a girl. This love of neighbor that Augustine writes about is translated by our boys into brotherhood. Each of
them quickly learns that all students at Saints are to be accepted as a
brother. On the best days at Saints this translates for our boys into a
wonderful feeling of acceptance by their classmates and teachers.
Coupling this feeling of brotherhood with the weekly student mass,
allows our students to quietly listen to the Word of God, and reflect
upon their life—to slow down and gain a respite from their hyperactivity world. During exit interviews for graduating seniors this year,
I asked each boy to name the most meaningful event they experience
during their time at Saints. Mass was noted more than any other activity as that event.
Having only males in a Catholic school with the overall influence
of the Augustinians seems to be the proper equation for helping boys
discover their gifts and find their place.
To be able to attend school at a place where acceptance of friendship is normal, where boys can be who they are without performing for
the opposite gender and where they can practice their Catholic faith
without ridicule is an educational advantage not enjoyed by many
young men, but one that makes all the difference.

SCHOOL SALUTES FIVE EAGLE SCOUTS
Continued from page 4

Saintsmen Adam Kosen (Class of 2014), Evan Nichols
(’14), Matthew Eis (’14), Charles Rayner (’14) and Jason Gros
(’15) have been members of Troop 53 since they bridged
from Cub Scouts at the end of their fifth grade year. In fact,
Matthew, Adam and Charles were classmates at Nazareth
School and started scouting in First Grade. This group also
participated in a 15 day backpack hiking trip at Philmont
Scout Ranch near Cimarron, New Mexico in 2011.
Lead by Scoutmaster Hank Levien, North Park Troop
53 has a long history of young men, especially Saintsmen,
achieving Eagle Scout, the highest Boy Scout Rank. The
motto of Troop 53 is “Stands Above the Rest” and they surely
do.
All five boys completed extensive Eagle Scout projects that
varied from building landscape features at Noah Homes, a
resident home/complex for mentally handicapped adults, to
several landscaping projects for the city of Imperial Beach. In
addition the boys must earn 21 required merit badges, ranging from First Aid to Personal Management and Citizenship in
the Nation to the newest, which is Cooking.
Saints Scene will profile each new Eagle Scout individually
beginning next month with Adam Kosen. Current Saintsmen,
who have earned Eagle Scout recognition, are encouraged to
contact Mr. Horne for future mention in this series.
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THE THOUGHT MUST HAVE CROSSED THEIR MINDS—This summer’s FIFA
World Cup held in Brazil captured the attention of fans world wide (including the
Vatican) as Germany topped Argentina 1-0.

SAINTS SEASON TICKET
PACKAGES
2014-15 Football and Basketball Home
Games
Passes may be ordered online @ www.sahs.org
Checks Payable to: St. Augustine Athletic Department
Mail to: Athletics, 3266 Nutmeg Street, San Diego, CA 92104
Passes are for home games only, play-off games are not included
Questions? Contact Mike Stephenson @ 619.282.2184 x5538 or
mstephenson@sahs.org

HALO JOE’S

ORDER FORM

Saints Cheer and
Merchandise Store.

SHOPPE

PASS HOLDER NAMES:

Located on the east side of
the campus on 33rd Street,
half a block north from
Nutmeg Street at the alley.

CONTACT NUMBER:

Ticket Type

Price

Quantity

Total

DON’T WAIT IN LINE AT THE GAMES!!
	
  

Obtain all your Saints
Gear from hats, t-shirts,
jackets and souvenirs.
All proceeds go to the
school. Staffed by
volunteers.
Email:
SaintsHaloJoe@gmail.com

Adult - One pass to all home games

$75

Student - one pass to all home games for student only

$25

Family - Two adult passes and one student pass

$160

$2

Passes Mailed to Home address:
Street

City

Zip
Order Total

$
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APPLYING CLASSROOM LEARNING
Continued from page 3

Interspersed over the course of the year, the ancillary assignments
directly focus on engaging the students in honest self-reflection on
three main questions: Who am I? Where did I come from? Where do
I want to go? These assignments are not arduous literary tasks, in the
sense that developing a cohesive argument for Huxley’s dystopian critique of capitalism in Brave New World is difficult, rather these pieces
of self-exploration require the student to take an honest assessment of
their own dreams, beliefs, and influences.
That allows for multiple things to occur, first, as a teacher I am
allowed access to the students’ personal ideology through their own
voice, which can help me better understand their personal motivation
for the course, school, and individual passions; secondly, the student
is able to share their stories, dreams, and goals with their classmates
through mixed-media and oral presentations; thirdly, the student
improves their literary techniques in the form of personal narrative,
interviews, and exposition essays; finally, as a class we can have a
little fun with writing and reading. Now, none of this is solely my own
creation, but rather directed by my extensive research on boys’ education and course design.
Here are five cherry-picked points that support my course design
:
1. Boys learn best by reading and writing about what
interests them (Gurian and Stevens).
-Through using personal narrative students are able to engage
in the writing process by exploring who they are and who they
want to be. In these exercises, writing becomes something accessible rather than a mandated exercise in analysis and argumentation, and although they will receive a grade the grade is not
based on critical acumen but credited responses timely received.
2. Creating visual representations of their own writing
(Gurian and Stevens).
- Through creating posters, Prezis, and videos intended to display their stories and interpretations of texts, students reinforce
the writing process by revising, editing, and sharing their work.
3. Learning through interviews (Gurian and Stevens).
- Boys are powered by their individual thirst for knowledge.
In allowing students to dictate who they interview for certain
projects, students are more likely to be engaged with the subject,
because they have personal investment in the task and the direction of their inquiry.
4. “In order to know who you are, you need to know
where you have come from, to be able to own your origins” (Holmes 13-17).
- By using personal narrative, students come to have a better

idea of who they are, all the while defining their own expectations about their own life trajectory. In coming to terms with their
personal ideologies they can then direct their learning toward
long-term goals like college acceptance, employment, definitions of personal life satisfaction, and personal achievement
5. “The powerful force within the teacher-student relationship...is trust” (Cleveland 69).
- In opening my classroom to the personal narratives of the
students, and welcoming them to share their stories in a variety
of ways, I hope to build a relationship with each student. They
may forget pronoun-antecedent agreement, or what an Oxford
comma is, but I hope they will always remember that their time
in Mr. Osberg’s class wasn’t about the study of Literature and
Writing, but Life and Living.
I constantly tell my students that they dictate their success, but
they cannot measure that success if they don’t define it. The writing
classroom is not meant to be a place where great thoughts are merely
quoted from a text; rather the classroom should be a place where
thoughts are spoken in relation to the life lived. Shakespeare, Chaucer, and Tolkien wrote these texts to share insights into our world, or
to create whole new worlds of possibility, and while they hold a foundational place in education, the truly great works are not limited to
what is learned in the classroom. In incorporating personal narrative
into the classroom, and centering my course design around research
on boys’ education and critical pedagogy, I hope to allow for my
students to not only read great works, but create great works in their
lives. If they leave my classroom with a firm belief in who they are,
and hopefully some sharpened tools with which to define and analyze
those beliefs, then I have succeeded in my job.
For any questions about this article, or my course design, please, contact Gary Osberg at gosberg@sahs.org
Additional Resources about Boys’ Education and Critical Pedagogy:
Allen, Guy. “Language, Power, and Consciousness: A Writing Experiment at the University of Toronto.” Teaching Composition: Background
Readings. By T. R. Johnson. New York, NY: Bedford/St. Martins, 2008.
65-98. Print.
Cleveland, Kathleen Palmer. Teaching Boys Who Struggle in School:
Strategies That Turn Underachievers into Successful Learners. Alexandria, VA: ASCD, 2011. Print.
Gurian, Michael, and Kathy Stevens. “Helping Boys Learn Reading,
Writing, and Language Arts.” The Minds of Boys: Saving Our Sons
from Falling behind in School and Life. San Francisco, CA: JosseyBass, 2007. 127-58. Print.
Holmes, Jeremy. Between Art and Science: Essays in Psychotherapy
and Psychiatry. London: Routledge, 1993.

New School Year Prayer
By Fr. John Sanders, O.S.A. (’66)

A

llow me to enter the new school year in the security of Your love
and with a grateful heart.
Grant good health, true wisdom and the gift of faith to all those
I cherish and love.
Free me from any disappointment, loss or attitude of failure,
which might keep me from the joy of Your presence in my daily life.
Lift away anxiety or worry which cloud the direction of my life,
and invite me to journey new paths when necessary.
Fill me with charity, truthfulness and a concern for others.
Let me transform my weaknesses into strengths and trade my
pride for the gift of humility.
Give to all people of good will a desire to make our world a
safe haven of peace, true justice, and a place where hunger and
homelessness are unknown.
Amen
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SAINTSMEN VISIT PANAMA
Continued from page 4

and students spend the day in one classroom
with teachers rotating in and out. After a full
day of classes our boys all stated that English
was their favorite class.
Friday evening, the Chang family hosted
us and included the other host-families and
the Augustinians for a welcome party. Fr.
Angel Luis Quintero-the director of the school
and prior of the local community-kicked off
the evening with words of gratitude for the
successful launch of this program, calling in
a marvelous opportunity to create strong links
of friendship, fraternity and connectedness in
Penonomé is the capital of the Panamanian province of Coclé.
the Augustinian tradition.
We were then treated to a Panamanian
folkloric dance performance by a troupe of
about 18 local dancers, along with a supper
of arroz con pollo, Panamanian tamales, and
other local delicacies. It was a splendid kickoff to the memorable month long visit.
Saturday morning Fr. Carlos organized a
special outing for the group. We departed at
4:30 a.m. in order to catch a 7 a.m. checkin for a partial cruise of the Panama Canal.
The journey took us into the canal from the
Pacific side, under the Bridge of the Americas, through the Miraflores and Pedro Miguel
Locks, under the Centennial Bridge and
through the Culebra Cut and into Gatun Lake
as far as Gamboa.
Early in the voyage, Fr. Carlos noticed
Penonome is located along the Inter-American Highway
Fr. Kirk Davis accompanied
a young man walk by our table wearing an
in the wide, flat lowlands of central Coclé. Pictured is the
four Saintsmen on a cultural
Augustinian cross. Closer scrutiny revealed
Iglesia de Penonome.
exchange trip to Collegio San
he was also wearing shorts with the Malvern
Augustin, Penonome, Panama.
Prep logo. I introduced myself and discovered that he was indeed a student from Malvern, Pennsylvania, one of two who are participating in Malvern’s exchange program with Colegio San
Agustin in Panama City - which is an apostolate of the Augustinian Recollects. The Malvern students had been in Panama for about two weeks and
were enjoying the canal tour with one of their host-moms. It never ceases to amaze me how small the world can sometimes be.

UPDATE: St. Monica’s Prayer Group
Continued from page 2

Mission
Like St. Monica, we as Saints parents pray for our children to be guided by Christ, especially during the
formative years of high school. As a service organization, our mission is to pray for our sons, families,
and the staff and members of the St. Augustine community.
Weekly Mass
St. Monica’s Prayer Group holds Mass every Thursday, 7:45 am in the Saints Chapel on Nutmeg Street,
adjacent to Vasey Patio. After Mass parents are invited to stay and read the Rosary. Come as often as
you can, stay as long as you can. In addition to benefiting your son, yourself, and your family, you earn
Family Involvement hours each time you attend
First Mass of the Year
September 4, 2014
Requesting Prayers
If you would like us to pray for a special intention, send your request in one of two ways: Place your petition in the prayer request box located in the school’s main office. All requests are kept confidential.
Email your petition to the prayer group at prayer@sahs.org.
More info
Nora Smith, 619-807-9595 or Email: saintmonicaprayergroup@gmail.com
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The Saints Players Announce

AUDITIONS
for

AUG. 26 & 27 (You need only come to one.)
TIME: 2:45-5:00
PLACE: Room 317
 For those auditioning for a lead/solo, prepare a 60 sec. piece from a musical to sing.
Bring accompaniment or sheet music.
 For those auditioning for Ensemble: Happy Birthday will do.
 Wear comfortable clothes and shoes that allow free movement.
 Audition will consist of:
 Dance (You will be taught a routine.)
 Singing
Those wishing a part on the Crew may fill out an application at that time.

Saints Scene
Your Award-Winning* monthly
report on the St. Augustine
High School Experience

*Awards: Saint Scene has been voted by the San Diego Press
Club as the Best Community Newsletter by an Organization,
2011. Second Place in 2006 and Third Place 2012.

Publisher: Edwin J. Hearn, Jr. Saints President
Editor-in-Chief: James Horne, Saints Principal
Senior Advisor: Fr. Gary Sanders, O.S.A. (’67), O.S.A.
Provincial
Senior Editor: Steve Chipp (’68), Finance & Facilities
Augustinian
Senior Columnist: Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A., (‘55) Saints
Chaplain
Saints Scene Coordinator: Thomas Shess, Alum Parent
(’05): Thomas.Shess@gmail.com
Art Director: Kristin Hardy, OLP (’05), Kristin Hardy
Design: kristinhardydesign.com

MISSING CAPTION—Saints Scene
attempts to provide a caption for every
image in which Saintsmen appear in
the publication. We missed a caption
in the recent summer graduation edition. We’re republishing the photo with
the appropriate caption. Saints Scene
apologizes for the error:
LOOKING AHEAD—Staring symbolically into their future is the unsaid part
of every graduation ceremony. It is no
different with the following members of
the Class of 2014 as they sat attentively
in Golden Hall. [Left to Right:] Peeking
into the photo is Nicholas Allard, who is
followed by Diego Alcocer, Santiago Alcala, Robert Aguais and Eduardo Acosta
Nenninger

Staff Writer: Alex Zuccaro
Copy Editor: Kathy Wilson, Saints Parent
Circulation Director: Casey Callery, Director of Community Relations and Special Events.
Editor Emeritus: John D. Keller O.S.A. (’55)
Staff Photographers: Ernie Torgeson, Bill Hill, Saints
Parents
Correction Policy: While every effort is made to be accurate, we occasionally err. We do apologize to those
impacted and kindly ask that you notify Saints Coordinator: Thomas.Shess@gmail.com for any corrections.

Mission of St. Augustine High School – Our mission is to provide a Catholic liberal arts education for young men in an environment that promotes the development of mind,
heart and body in the Augustinian tradition. By helping to form loving disciples of Jesus Christ we communicate to the world the gospel values of community, truth and love.
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