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Saints Gets a Staff Injection 

AugustiniAn
the

Joining the SAHS faculty this 
2014-2015 school year are two teachers, 
two coaches, a counselor, and an Augustin-
ian volunteer. Their backstories are diverse, 
ranging from distant Colombia to the fa-
miliar OLP. All have made the decision to 
spend the next chapter of their careers here 
at Saints.

The latest addition to the school’s math 
department is Mr. Steven Granados, the new 
Geometry and Advanced Math teacher. Af-
ter graduating from the University of Notre 
Dame with a degree in finance, he decided to 
forego Wall Street and teach. Twelve years 
later, Mr. Granados has taught in South 
Bend, Indiana, and most recently, The Nativ-
ity School in San Diego. Being a high school 
math teacher has clearly been a goal of his 
for some time.

“He takes a very philosophical and pas-
sionate approach to teaching, which makes 
it much easier to learn the subject,” said Ian 
Haliburton (‘18).

Brendan Dillon is another new face on 
campus, as Campus Ministry Volunteer. 
Mr. Dillon draws on his experience at the 
University of Dayton, a Catholic, Marianist 
school dedicated to living out the mission of 
Our Lady. He first came into contact with the 
Augustinian order while researching ways to 

By Matt Danaher ('16)
STAFF WRITER

A mockup of the new Student Activities Center's 1,500 seat gym. 
For a 3D digital flythrough visit the SAHS YouTube Channel.

SAHS YouTube Channel

Construction on the New Student Activities Center Will Begin February 2016, Dougherty Gym to Stay 
Phase II: The Gym Will Not Be Demolished

From left: Mr. Golden, Coach Kremer, Coach LaPorta, Mr. Wallace, Ms. Drummy, and Mr. Granados

SEE New Teachers, pg. 3

By Michael Cline ('15)
EDITOR

St. Augustine High School, 
which is currently in the process of raising 
$12.5 million for a brand new Student Activi-
ties Center, has made the decision to convert 
Dougherty Gym into a new theater for fine 
arts. Included in the largest on-campus ex-
pansion project since 2007, the new fine arts 
building will feature 400 seats for plays, a 
music room, and a new sound system.

“Keeping Dougherty Gym will allow us 
to preserve part of the history and tradition 
of Saints from the 1950s, the middle period,” 
said President Ed Hearn.

“We’ve been working hard all summer, 
meeting with the building committee to con-
tinue to push this project forward.”

In 2007, Saints completed Phase I, which 
relocated the majority of classrooms into 
the brand new Villanova and Mendel Halls. 
The impact of the expansion on academics 
was enormous. In addition to the new learn-
ing environments, students gained access to 
new amenities, including those offered by the 
library and computer labs. Last week, Saints 
announced that DPR, the construction com-
pany that made the Phase I expansion possi-

SEE Construction, pg. 3

help people in Europe, and his interest has 
now led him here to Saints. He looks for-
ward to assisting the Augustinian priests in 
planning retreats, service trips, and other re-
ligious activities. 

 “I was always involved in campus min-
istry during college,” said Mr. Dillon, “but 
I wanted to experience it at the high school 
level as well. High school is a pivotal point 

in one’s spiritual development, so I hope to 
help students during their time here.” 

Coach Joe LaPorta is a new addition 
to the Saints Faculty as the Strength and 
Conditioning Coach. After graduating 
from California State University, Fullerton, 
Coach LaPorta's first coaching experience 
was at the all girls’ Rosary High School in 
Fullerton. There he designed and imple-

mented the school’s first organized strength 
and conditioning program. After moving on 
from Rosary High School, he accepted the 
position of Varsity Linebacker Coach and JV 
Defensive coordinator at Maranatha High 
School, where he created an offseason work-
out program. He started another off-season 

And Jacob Smart ('15)
STAFF WRITER

And Christian Lloyd ('15)
STAFF WRITER

Max Brandon ('16)

Six New Teachers Join the St. Augustine Community This Year 
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By Chris Sanchez ('15)
EDITOR

Charging Into Division One
By Marcelo Hernandez ('15)
STAFF WRITER

Saints football is back. After 
a stunning 11-2 season which culminated 
in a CIF Division Two Championship at 
Qualcomm Stadium, the boys have taken 
the field again, this time as well deserving 
members of Division One.

Saints has already faced off against 
the toughest of opponents. Some of the 
matchups included the two time state 
champion Oceanside Pirates, as well 
as the Los Angeles based Loyola High 
School. 

They have secured wins against Otay 
Ranch and Madison, but still have a tough 
battle ahead of them.

“There is not a game on the schedule 
where our young men will not be severely 
tested,” said Coach Sanchez. “Our prior-
ity of course is to stay healthy and to have 
as many players as possible who can con-
tribute for the benefit of the team.” 

Of course there have been injuries. 
At least three varsity starters are out for 
the season, and junior Elijah Preston has 
sustained a sprained ankle that might hurt 
the team further. Despite this, the players 
maintain high hopes.

“We’re making adjustments and learn-
ing how to operate without [the injured 
players],” said senior Chris Gesell. “We 
work well with what we have.”

The fans apparently agree. Over five-
hundred season tickets have been sold to 
date, a record even for St. Augustine’s 
passionate fans, who are swarming the 

The Saints Beach Volleyball 
league is bumping, setting, and spik-
ing their way into a successful season. 
The Halo Joe’s are currently 2-1 after a 
shutout victory against Point Loma High 
School and a win against Scripps Ranch. 
Students of all grade levels are able to 
play and are encouraged to compete in 
this growing high school sport. The team 
is set to play La Jolla High School, East-
lake, and Otay Ranch; among others.

The near perfect San Diego climate 
creates optimal playing and practice con-
ditions for Saints athletes. The Saints 
“home field” is located at South Mission 
Beach, just left of the roller coaster. Other 
venues of play include Coronado Beach 
and Ocean Beach. What better way to 
spend the afternoon?

At the moment, the beach league is 
a club sport and practices twice a week. 
These practice days are followed by one 
day of competition in which teams face 
off against other local high schools. 

The league itself has grown to be more 
competitive each week, allowing players 
to develop and fine tune their skills. 

On days of competition, three teams of 
two are chosen from each school to play 
in ranked matches, while the remaining 
teams play individual practice matches. 

The beach league has seen attendance 
double since its commencement last year. 
The team’s record represents the team’s 
desire to become fierce competitors in 
the coming playoff weeks. The season it-
self is relatively short, consisting of eight 

Senior Sean Dixon takes an approach to spike the ball. 

bleachers to watch and support the team. 
“Saints games are such an exciting 

community experience that my wife and 
I don’t want to miss a single game if we 
can help it,” said Dr. Tim Rayner, a father 
and season ticket holder. “I see friends at 
the games whose kids have already gradu-
ated, and I can see that being us for years 
to come.”

The team drawing in these fans is 
captained by seniors Tommy Goodridge, 
Danny Ramirez, Chris Gessel, and the 

highly sought after Frank Buncom IV.
“I’m not sure I could ask for a stron-

ger group of leaders than these young 
men. We have tough, competent individu-
als who push themselves very hard. This 
effort keeps us all positive,” said Coach 
Sanchez. 

Captain Frank Buncom likewise rec-
ognizes the importance of hard work.

“The team is comprised of competitors 
who love to play the game of football,” he 
said. “We are as strong as we push our-

Early injuries won't trip this team up. Chris Callipari ('16)

This summer, Saintsman Ty 
Greene was invited to participate in the 
seventeen-and-under National Trial De-
velopmental Program. As one of just fifty-
five high school baseball players invited to 
participate, Ty Greene spent the summer 
showcasing his talent on the baseball dia-
mond. 

The development program, which is 
sponsored by USA Baseball, has produced 
players such as Mike Trout, Bryce Harper, 
and many other Major League stars. Need-
less to say, it is a great honor to be chosen.

Players are selected based on their 
performance in the Junior Olympics tour-
nament played on Major League training 
fields in Arizona. Greene played catcher 
for the CBA Waves, which is ranked 16th 
in the nation. He was named to the all-tour-
nament team for his position at the end of 
the program.

“Ty Greene is the anchor on the field,” 
said junior Cyrus Fullen. “He is also a 
power threat in the lineup at all times.”

Near the end of his sophomore year, 
Greene verbally committed to play for the 
University of California at Berkeley. He 
plans to sign this year. 

Greene, who has been on the Saints 
varsity baseball team since his freshman 
year, is a leader on and off the field.

“Ty’s a very hard worker on the field 
and leads by example,” said Chris Gesell, 
a senior first baseman. “He puts in the ex-
tra work in the offseason and it definitely 
shows.”

Greene batted .375 as a junior, with 
two home runs. He is sure to have a strong 
senior season.

Ty Greene 
Plays Ball

By Michael Wilson ('15)
STAFF WRITER 

selves to be.” 
Looking ahead, Saints will begin 

league play against familiar teams. This 
week features a road trip to play Vista 
Murrieta, and next week's homecoming 
game will be played against Mira Mesa.

As the team grows and heals, we can 
look forward to an exciting season. Even 
with one of the toughest schedules in 
the southland, they are preparing to take 
home another banner.

David Knoll ('75)

And Ian Harkness ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Senior Leaders Set the Stage for a Second Year of Fun in the Sun

SEE Volleyball, pg. 5

Beach Volleyball Returns
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Familiar Faces in New Places

Chris Callipari ('16)

Staff Injection 

After a long and relaxing sum-
mer, Brother Barnaby, Mr. Wallace, and 
Mr. Ozdowski returned to Saints, eager to 
take on their new teaching roles. 

Brother Barnaby returned from Scot-
land after three years, where he spent time 
studying Scripture at the University of 
Saint Andrews. He also served as a chap-
lain at the University of London, and at the 
Diocese of Westminster, where he worked 
as communications officer for Cardinal 
Nichols. 

When he was at Saints a few years 
back, his service mostly consisted of sub-
bing for teachers and assisting Campus 
Ministry. Now he is thrilled to be teaching 
Faith Survey and Old Testament. Beyond 
the classroom, you can find him working 
with the Mass Band or supporting our ten-
nis team. As for his lesson plan, he has a lot 
in store for incoming freshmen and juniors.

“I want them to learn that God re-
veals himself and that there are ways and 
means of reading Scripture,” said Brother 
Barnaby. “They should have a familiarity 
with the Scriptures, and see them as if God 
wrote love letters to them.” 

With several faculty members moving 
to new positions, Mr. Ozdowski was left to 
take over as chairperson for the math de-
partment. He is currently teaching AP Sta-
tistics, Algebra II, and AP Calculus, both 
AB and BC.

“Being the head of technology was dif-
ficult. Many times I would come to school 
after hours to make changes if anything 
went wrong, no matter how long it took,” 
said Mr. Ozdowski. “Now that I am back to 
teaching, I have a better idea of what I will 
be doing everyday and how much work I 

program at Azusa Pacific University as the 
Assistant Strength and Conditioning Coach. 
Afterward, he decided to continue his educa-
tion and grow his professional network by 
working with the strength and conditioning 
programs at the University of Washington, 
UCLA, and USC.

“I have a passion for what I do and take 
pride in being a Strength and Conditioning 
coach,” said Coach LaPorta. “I come help-
ing people who want to put in the work, and 
I am an open book if anyone has questions 
on how to improve performance or quality 
of life. I’m always available to talk and am 
glad to help in whatever way I can.”

Mr. Timothy Golden is also here to help, 
having accepted the position of freshman 
counselor. He grew up in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, and later attended the University 
of San Diego, where he fell in love with 
America's Finest City. After college, Mr. 
Golden worked in the local television in-
dustry where he edited video, wrote, and re-
ported on sports. After a few years in televi-
sion, Mr. Golden realized that  he wanted to 
work in education, especially in counseling. 
He spent two years counseling at Del Norte 
High School before donning the beanie and 
joining the Saints community.

“Mr. Golden is interesting not only be-
cause of his distinct background in televi-
sion and counseling, but his deep desire to 
make his Christian faith a part of his work 
life,” said Mr. Horne. “I hope he can use his 
previous experiences in television to help 
our film class during Intersession and overall 
film production efforts at Saints.”

Saints also welcomes its new female 
staff members, Mrs. Michelle Drummy and  
Ms. Samantha Villa.

Mrs. Drummy is our new art teacher. 

need to take home with me.”
Mr. Brian Wallace wore a beanie dur-

ing Freshman Welcome Week, but he is no 
stranger to Saints—he has been a substitute 
here for four years. He is currently serving 
as a long-term substitute teacher for Mrs. 
Crachy, who had her baby in the summer 
and is on maternity leave. He teaches two 

Social Issues classes for seniors and three 
Faith Survey classes for freshmen.  

He feels right at home.
“I grew up in a very tight parish 

community in New York. I was a teen-
ager when I moved to San Diego,” said  
Mr. Wallace. “I wanted to find a sense of 
connectivity like in Queens, and I found it 

Brother Barney, who left Saints in 2011, now teaches five blocks of religion.

She graduated from the OLP class of 2007 
and pursued a degree in studio arts at the 
University of California at Santa Barbara. 
She then spent four years at a drawing stu-
dio, teaching children from four to eighteen 
years of age. Mrs. Drummy enjoys the all-
boys environment at Saints, from the wel-
coming camaraderie to the exhilarating pep 
rallies.

“It’s definitely a new experience being 

here. There is a strong sense of brotherhood 
and enthusiasm day in and day out on cam-
pus. I really appreciate when random stu-
dents in the hallway come up and introduce 
themselves to me,” she said.

Last, but certainly not least, is Ms. Vil-
la, who took the place of our former sports 
medicine coach and anatomy teacher,  

Ms. Villa assists freshman Nick Marty.

By Gian Ferrer ('17)
STAFF WRITER

at Saints. It’s a stronger community than I 
could have ever imagined.” 

Brother Barney, Mr. Ozdowski and 
Mr. Wallace are indeed changing roles this 
year, but one thing will stay the same—
their passion and commitment to education 
that’s been there from the start.

ble, has been chosen to construct the Student 
Activities Center.

“I am delighted that they [DPR] have 
been selected to complete Fr. John [Sand-
ers’s] dream for Saints,” said Augustinian 
Prior Provincial Fr. Gary Sanders, OSA.

In mid-October, DPR will begin teaming 
with lead architect David Pfeifer of Domus 
Studio Architects and project manager Mike 
Giffin of B&G Consultants for pre-construc-
tion planning, which is expected to be com-
pleted in January. Plans will then be submit-
ted to the City of San Diego for review and 
permitting. 

By February 2016, Saints plans on put-
ting a shovel in the ground, commencing 
Phase II of the Master Plan. The Student 
Activities Center will take the name of the 
late Fr. John Sanders, former long-standing 
principal of Saints. The Center will include 
a 1,500 seat basketball gym, locker rooms, 
weight training and wrestling facilities, of-
fices and outdoor courts. Construction will 
take an estimated 15-18 months.

Once the Student Activities Center is 
completed, Phase III will begin with the 
renovation of Dougherty Gym into a fine arts 
establishment. The facility will include 400 
seats, half of which will offer stadium-style 
seating. The music room will also feature a 
quality sound system for band performances.

The school has raised $9.1 million of the 
projected $12.5 million needed to fund the 
new Student Activities Center. Furthermore, 
the Saints community has pledged $1 million 
of the $5 million needed to renovate Dough-
erty Gym, which will also be renamed once 
the project is completed.

Though the next phases of the Master 
Plan will not be completed by the time most 
currently attending Saintsmen graduate, the 
project nonetheless holds great value for 

➤ Construction
Continued from Page 1

➤ Continued from Page 1

Alex Danilowicz ('15)

SEE Construction 2, pg. 8

Alex Danilowicz ('15)

SEE New Teachers 2, pg. 8
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Saints Drama to Present Godspell
After a series of long auditions 

and tough callbacks earlier this year, the 
musical Godspell was cast, and the Saints 
Players are hard at work rehearsing for this 
fall’s performance.

Godspell is a modern, upbeat take on 
the New Testament gospels, following 
Jesus and his disciples as they journey 
through a big, 1960’s city. The musical re-
counts the parables through a series of song 
and dance, based mostly on the Gospel of 
St. Matthew.

This year, the program had experienced 
something it never had seen before: a dou-
ble-casting of the lead role.

Senior Bryan Riel and junior Fred 
Smyth were both deemed equally fit to play 
Jesus, so both were cast for the same role. 
With four performances, Riel and Smyth 
were to take turns portraying Christ as 
leads. 

But then a cast member dropped from 
the production, and Smyth filled the void 
leaving Riel as the sole Savior.

“We have some good performances 
in store,” said Riel. “I’m hosting [eighth 
grade] visitations, where we’re doing a 
scene from the musical.”

In addition to that performance for 
eighth-graders, the Saints players will also 
be hosting a Godspell themed Mass in No-
vember. The traditional rite of the Mass 
will be substituted with scenes from the 
show, giving the celebration an upbeat and 
lively color, a new twist for the ordinary 
congregation.

“Having theater involved in a Mass is 
something I have never heard of. Hopefully 
the audience will get excited enough to go 
check out the performance when it opens 

later next month,” said Riel.
The “Godspell Mass,” which was 

originally proposed by our provincial, Fr. 
Gary Sanders, will mark the first time any 
such performance has taken place during 
our weekly Wednesday celebration. The 
cast will showcase its talents live, provid-
ing a sort of “sneak peek” of what the full 
show will look like come opening night. 
This will also provide a unique opportu-
nity for students to spread the message of 

the gospels, which is a major aspect of the 
musical.

“What are we getting from this per-
formance? Direct evangelization. This 
demonstration will be a sort of extended 
homily, making the gospel relevant in our 
lives,” said Mr. Bernens. “The goal, ulti-
mately, is to give glory to Christ. That is 
the motivation for this musical.”

Accompanied by music from the Saints 
band, the cast will sing pieces such as Pre-

Eammon Garland ('15), Fred Smyth ('16), and Bryan Riel ('15) review their script. David Valley ('15)

By David Valley ('15)
EDITOR

pare Ye and We Beseech Thee throughout 
the Mass. Students who have never seen a 
live Saints performance will have the op-
portunity at this celebration.

The show will open on November 19 at 
the Coronado School of the Arts and will 
run through November 23. All are wel-
come to come and support this fantastic 
production. Not only will it be a fun time 
for all, but also a unique way to worship.

Ted's 2.0 Debuts
California burritos, Meat Lov-

er’s pizzas, and original fish tacos 
were among the favorites at this year’s 
roach coaches. During the first month of 
school, a variety of mobile kitchens made 
their way to Saints to serve their take on 
seafood, Mexican, Italian, and American 
style cuisine.

With the outdoor basketball courts 
packed with students falling in line for 
the ever-changing food trucks, taste buds 
were tickled and stomachs were satisfied. 
The caterers possessed a different name 
and theme every day, but never stopped 
putting out tasty eats, despite relatively 
high pricing.  

Saintsmen, especially upperclassmen, 
were more than pleased. 

“In my four years at Saints we have 
never had anything like this. I love the 
whole new concept of having food trucks. 
It provides variety and food choices Ted’s 
never had,” said David Rivera (’15).

All vendors were contacted individu-
ally, behind-the-scenes, by Mr. O’Beirne. 
He offered the trucks an opportunity to 
park on campus at no cost, without shar-
ing the profits with Saints. 

“I called the food trucks because 
it was easy and simple for the first few 
weeks of school without Ted’s,” said Mr. 
O’Beirne.

Ted’s, our campus kitchen, closed at 
the end of this past year. It was previously 
managed by Mr. Ted Mlotkowski for over 
twenty years. Highly respected by many 
graduates from Saints, he will be missed. 
We wish him a happy retirement.

Recently however, thanks to the dili-
gent efforts of our administrative team at 

Lucas O Van Epps ('15)

Saints, Ted’s has re-opened. It is now op-
erated by Chartwell’s Dining Service. 

The kitchen is currently being man-
aged by Mr. Victor Sanchez. He claims his 
food to be of no specific type, but of one 
approach, delicious, and when possible, 
nutritious. His goal is to provide lunch for 
every student at Saints at least once. 

Victor was very excited to be offered 
the manager position at Ted’s. He viewed 
it as a chance to return to high school and 
have a positive impact on the students. He 
takes his work seriously and continuously 
tries to improve his skills.

“Take burgers, for example. Anyone 

can buy a box of burgers,” Sanchez said. 
“Our team, however, buys the packaged 
meat ourselves so that we may craft and 
manipulate them according to the Saints-
men’s preferences. We want the Saints-
men to be happy with our food.” 

Although the gourmet food trucks 
will not make a reappearance until ASB’s 
“Food Truck Extravaganza,” stop by and 
try their Snapple drinks, chocolate muf-
fins, and or daily specials. 

No matter what the food choices, one 
thing is highly likely: the kitchen by the 
basketball courts will to continue to affec-
tionately be called “Ted's.”

The new Ted's will feature healthy food and on site cooking

McGowan 
Out for Year

By Ian Haliburton ('18)
STAFF WRITER

In the opening contest of the 2014 JV 
football season against the Oceanside Pi-
rates, freshman Kaori McGowan, suffered 
a serious injury to his back. During the 
game on August 29, McGowan was play-
ing defense. 

It was the second serious injury sus-
tained by Saints football, as another player 
suffered a torn ACL and a broken leg. 

McGowan lowered his head during a 
defensive block when a collision ensued, 
which caused his spine to compress. He 
was taken in an ambulance to a local hos-
pital, where he underwent a series of med-
ical tests before being given the diagnosis. 

McGowan suffered multiple broken 
vertebrae as a result of his collision and 
spent two weeks in the hospital recuper-
ating with a back brace. After multiple 
MRI's and a CAT scan, he returned to 
campus on September 15. Without having 
had surgery.

McGowan's condition makes him un-
able to return to football activities for at 
least twelve months.

Thankfully, the damage done was not 
extreme enough to cause paralysis, though 
with spinal injuries this is always a seri-
ous concern. Now McGowan must focus 
on healing. 

“There's still a lot to overcome in the 
forthcoming months, but I'm feeling a lot 
better after the ordeal,” said McGowan. 

Hopes are kept high for McGowan's 
future health and playing opportunities, as 
he continues to recover. Expect to see him 
around campus, in the bleachers, or wher-
ever he can be to root for his brothers.

By Sean Panado ('17)
STAFF WRITER
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Saintsmen Return From Panama
Last January, St. Augustine 

High School engaged in its first ever 
cultural exchange, as Saintsmen Jack 
Dalessio (’15), Thomas Enriquez (’15), 
Sean Panish (’16), and Ryan Dent (’16) 
welcomed four students from Colegio 
San Agustín, an Augustinian school in  
Panama.

During their four-week stay, the 
Panamanians were able to participate in 
various intersession classes, including 
engineering, cooking, and aquatic sports. 
After overcoming an initial adjustment 
period, both groups relaxed, allowing the  
host Saintsmen and their new amigos to 
bond.

“Heber became like a brother to me. 
A brother I never had,” said Jack Dalessio 
(‘15), when asked about his relationship 
with his Panamanian partner.

The four weeks slipped by rapidly, and 
the Panamanians soon returned home.

At the beginning of summer, the same 
Panamanian students waited in eager an-
ticipation for the four Saintsmen to visit. 
They hopped on a flight to Panama City 
where they were greeted by an oppressive 
wall of heat and humidity that stretched 
across the whole country. They took a two 
hour bus ride to the town of Penonomé, 
where they were welcomed by their host 
families. Then, they went through a tran-
sitional period much like the Panamanians 
experienced in the States. 

While there, when the Saintsmen went 
to school with them, they were surprised to 
be treated like royalty. They could switch 
classes as they pleased, and they ate for free 
at the cafeteria. Perhaps the most exciting 
part, though, was all the attention girls  

By Ryan Dent ('16)
STAFF WRITER

Shakas with the locals
gave them.

The dynamics of the school were very 
different, aside from being coed. Students 
seemed not to take their classes seriously, 
and they frequently seemed distracted. 
Although English would come to be the 
Saintsmen’s favorite subject, the sur-
rounding Spanish culture forced them to 
improve their Spanish speaking skills.

“It was very fun learning the lan-

guage and culture of Panama, and we  
all had a great time hanging out  
with our new friends,” said Thomas En-
riquez ('15). 

“Like all good things, our stay in 
Panama would end, but the trip kept go-
ing. We spent another week traveling 
through Costa Rica with Fr. Kirk, stay-
ing in different schools and some gnarly 
hostels, that made the La Quinta Inn seem  

The team poses in front of the Pacific.

like a palace,” he said.
Ask any of the Saintsmen who went 

and they will tell you about their great 
experience. Because this venture was a 
booming success, another trip for this 
coming summer is being organized with 
the possibility of a second group exchang-
ing with Perú. If you are interested, con-
tact Mrs. Gormly or Fr. Kirk.

Aaron Balin ('14)

David Knoll ('75)

The Augustinian is St. Augustine High School’s student-run newspaper. The staff meets at 
lunch on Tuesdays in room 318. New members are always welcome. The views expressed 
in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of St. Augustine High School. Please 
send a letter to the editor to saintsnewspaper@gmail.com if you have any comments.

weeks of competition and one week of 
playoffs beginning October 25. 

Returning players are excited to see 
what this season has in store with new 
faces joining the court among the players 
and coaching staff. 

“I was excited to hear about the beach 
league coming back to Saints this year,” 
said junior David Young. “I had a great 
time last season and cannot wait to see 
what the future holds for our season.” 

The team this year is led by three 
former and current beach volleyball pro-
fessionals: Jeff Smith, Danny Hughes, 
and Hylas Smith. With the help of these 
coaches and the hard work of team 
mom Alina Tan, beginner and veteran 
indoor players will be able to improve 
fundamental skills for the upcoming  

➤ Beach Volleyball
Continued from Page 2

spring season. 
“The coaching staff really knows  

what they are doing,” said senior Car-
son Chandler. “Already I have grown 
as a beach player and with their help, I  
want to help take the Saints to a winning 
season.” 

Senior players especially wish they 
had been able to take advantage of this 
opportunity earlier on. 

“If beach volleyball had been a club 
when I was a freshman, I would be twice 
the indoor player I am today. I am excited 
to see what the future of Saints volleyball 
holds,” said Sean Dixon. 

The beach volleyball league welcomes 
all interested players to get out on the 
court and participate. What is now consid-
ered a club sport will hopefully be includ-
ed in the near future as a CIF sport among 
the rest in the Saints community. 

Letter from the Editor
By Ian Harkness ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

It's an exciting time for us here 
at The Augustinian. The first issue is a 
milestone for any newspaper staff, doubly 
so because we are following such a tal-
ented team.

After Alex Danilowicz ('15) stepped 
down from the Editor-In-Chief position 
last year, he asked me to take his place. 
We worked together to choose an editorial 
team, and he left knowing the paper would 
be in good hands.

This year, our stellar team will con-
tinue the work started by last year's group. 
We're moving the paper in the direction of 
hard news. Our articles, in this and in fu-
ture issues, strive to inform the reader, to 
bring to his attention occurrences in our 
community that matter.

But we can't do it without your help.
The Augustinian is always looking for 

talented Saintsmen, but we're not just look-
ing for writers. We need talented students 
from all disciplines. We have on staff writ-
ers, photographers, artists, even a resident 
tweeter.

If you think you have what it takes, and 
you wish to join this brotherhood-within-
the-brotherhood, drop by Mr. Bachynsky's 
room (318) during lunch on Tuesdays to 
talk to us, and see if The Augustinian is for 
you. We'd be glad to have you.

Thanks,

Ian Harkness
Editor-In-Chief, 2014-2015
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By Jacques Paye ('16)
EDITOR

Welcome Weeklings
Perspectives on Past Welcome Weeks from Current Teachers

The beanies have been eagerly 
torn off, the yellow handbooks turned in, 
and Freshman Welcome Week 2014 has 
drawn to a close with a new generation ad-
mitted to the Saints family. Familiar trap-
pings were featured, such as Costume Day 
and the Dance Contest, joined by some 
newer changes, including the addition of a 
giant inflatable obstacle course and Bubble 
Soccer. 

Freshman Welcome Week has been part 
of every student’s experience at Saint Au-
gustine High School, a familiar tradition 
that stretches far back into the mists of time. 
Students are aware of the its lengthy his-
tory, but few know just how freshmen were 

welcomed when our school’s hallowed halls 
were a little bit younger.

The Week's beginnings were less for-
mally organized and more spontaneous in 
the 40’s and 50’s. 

“It was called Initiation. We had to wear 
the beanie, and roll up one leg of our pants. 
If we were asked to carry books, we carried 
books. It went longer than nowadays, may-
be a month,” said Father Neely, who arrived 
at Saints in 1941.

Each freshman was less strictly paired to 
a senior, with bonding more based on blood 
or friendship than assignment. 

“There wasn't a big brother as such, 
the big brother was literally one of your 
friend's brothers or your own,” said Mr. Ned  
Wilson ('58). 

Moving forward through the years, sev-

eral mainstays of  Freshmen Welcome Week 
appear that have now fallen by the wayside. 

“Seniors drove cars through the alley, 
and the freshmen would 'wash them,' often 
scratching them with handfuls of sand in the 
process,” said Dr. Rey ('70).

In the 1970's, seniors were allowed to 
construct a giant chicken coop in the middle 
of campus in which to house their freshmen.

“The giant chicken coop was construct-
ed in the morning with simple lumber and 
of course chicken wire. We were required 
to enter the chicken coop to see how many 
freshmen could fit. We were determined to 
all get in and break a record that really never 
existed,” said Mr. Cudal ('72). 

Also featured was a criminal justice  

The freshmen sing the fight song for the first time

SEE Welcome Weeklings, pg. 8

By Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A.
COLUMNIST

At All Hallows Church, where I help out 
on Sundays, they have an envelope in the 
pews for newcomers who wish to join the 
parish.  There is a place for their name and 
address, and this saying.  Come to worship.  
Leave to serve.  This is what Sunday Mass is 
all about in a nutshell.  Some put this another 
way.  Our celebration needs to go from the 
pulpit, to the pew, to the pavement.  Too often 
the movement stops at the pew!

This movement is also what we endeavor 
to do at our weekly liturgies.  We come to 
worship.  We leave to serve.  

We come to worship.  We gather as a 
community to encounter the Lord Jesus pres-
ent in each other (where two or three are 
gathered in his name, Jesus is there), in his 
word, and in his sacrament.  We unite our-
selves with the sacrifice of Jesus renewed in 
an unbloody way on the altar, and we receive 
him under the form of bread and wine, as our 
food and nourishment.  But it does not stop 
there.

We leave to serve. The sophomores who 
go the Father Joe’s Village to minister to the 
less fortunate do this in a concrete way.  Yet, 
we all are called to serve.  When Pope Fran-
cis spoke at the World Youth Day, he had the 
same message to all youth there and through-
out the whole word (= to us at Saints!):  Go.  
Do not be afraid.  Serve!  And we cannot 
be content to serve each other only here at 
Saints.  We must go out beyond our commu-
nity:  to those less fortunate, to our neighbors, 
to those we meet.  And we do this with the 
strength we receive from our encounter with 
Jesus at Mass.

Next time we gather to celebrate, keep 
this in mind.  Come to worship.  Leave to 
serve!!!

“The Mass is ended, go in peace to love 
and serve the Lord through one another!”

Chaplain's Corner

 Frisbees Fly onto Scene
St. Augustine High School will 

soon find itself equipped with an ultimate 
frisbee team.

Corwin Palacios (‘15) is leading a 
movement to start the school’s first ever 
team. Seniors are leading the push, but 
they welcome players from every grade 
level. 

The players will join an existing San 
Diego County High School league that is 
not affiliated with CIF.

“I first heard about the league from a 
few friends at Valhalla High School,” said 
Palacios. “They have a team down there, 
one that we’ll probably end up playing.”

The league requires seven players on 
the field, with games held on weekdays af-
ter school. There will be no practices, just 
show up and play.

“We wanted a team where people could 
show up on gameday to have a good time 
and not have to worry about making prac-
tices,” said Palacios. “And because we’re 
not a CIF sport, we can do that.”

The participants are excited about that 
idea.

“I play soccer, so not having to show up 
to practices works perfectly with my busy 
schedule and makes it possible for me to 
play,” said Nick Allen (‘15). “I’m excited 
for a low-key team that gathers to sit back 
and have fun.” 

The Saints ultimate frisbee team will 
begin as a club, with Ms. Mekrut as the 
faculty moderator.

“I am excited to watch these guys com-
pete,” said Ms. Mekrut. “I’ve seen them 
playing during lunch and their energy is 

contagious. I can’t wait to see them in ac-
tion during a game.”

The team marks St. Augustine’s second 
foray into the world of disc sports. Last 
year, Eammon Garland (‘15) began a disc 
golf club, which he plans to lead again this 
year. The club is a natural step in Eam-
mon’s life—he has a disc golf basket per-
manently installed his front yard.

The club is set to pick up speed this 
year after last year’s slow start. 

“We’re really trying to play as much 
disc golf as possible,” said Garland. “Last 
year we played a few times, but this year 
we’re trying to schedule more contests.”

The club plays primarily at Morley 
Field’s Disc Golf Course, just a few blocks 
from Saints, an extraordinary convenience 
for the club.

When asked about his new competi-
tion, the upstart ultimate frisbee team, Gar-
land was unfazed. 

Corwin Palacios ('15) hopes to lead his team to a great time Ian Harkness ('15)

By Ian Harkness ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

“I’m excited for the ultimate frisbee 
team,” said Garland. “I hope they have a 
good time. Of course, if they really want to 
have fun they should come hang out with 
us and play some disc golf.”

Whichever frisbee sport you prefer, 
this coming year is sure to be an exciting 
time for all involved. It all kicks off with 
Club Day on Thursday, October 9. Keep an 
eye out for our new disc-based clubs.

Alex Danilowicz ('15)

Senior Class Hopes to Leave a Culture of Frisbee in its Wake

Come to worship. Leave to serve
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By William Stonehouse ('17)

Welcome Weeklings

Alex Danilowicz ('15)

system, now obsolete. 
“If you didn’t do something, or were 

defiant to a senior, you could be handed a 
summons to Senior Court,” said Mr. Bern-
ens (‘80). “They would hear your ‘case’ at 
the next lunch period, and put you in your 
place with some stupid punishment.”

Activities, instead of being scheduled 
for a single day, continued throughout the 
welcome period. “We would bring tricycles 
to homeroom, and race them around the 
track. The seniors would stand on the side 
and spray us with shaving cream. It was a 
mess,” said Mr. Bernens. 

In recent years, the activities of Wel-
come Week have been reined in but are now 
more ubiquitous. 

“The seniors are a lot nicer now, and 
more participate,” said Mr. Osberg ('04). 

However, all throughout its motley 
history, Freshman Welcome Week has re-
mained loyal to its roots and purpose. 

As Mr. Alcoser ('90) puts it, seniors are 
encouraged to “put [their] arm around a 
freshman, and make sure everything's going 
well.”

Freshmen try on their beanies for the first time.

The following students have not turned in one or more of the off campus requirements and are 
holding back their class from receiving off campus privileges 

Ms. Lang. Throughout this year, many 
Saints athletes will undoubtably get to 
know her—especially the injured ones.  
Ms. Villa studied kinesiology at both the Al-
liant International University and San Diego 
City College, and then studied exercise sci-
ence at the University of Northern Colorado. 
Her sports medicine career began at Mercer 
University in Georgia, but, wanting to return 
to her roots in California, she accepted a 
sports medicine position at La Costa Canyon 
High School for four years before coming 
to Saints. By contrast, Ms. Villa’s anatomy 
class is her first experience in the classroom. 

“I have taught informally for many years 
but I’ve really become fond of teaching in a 
classroom,” said Ms. Villa. “I like that part 
of my day involves a classroom and the oth-
er part involves working with the athletes, 
since the job setting that I am most comfort-
able in is athletic training. I’m continually 
looking forward to the surprises I keep dis-
covering here at Saints, and I cannot wait for 
a great year to come.”

Saints has not seen this many new teach-
ers in over two decades, so get busy intro-
ducing yourself to the newest members of 
the Saints faculty.

➤ New Teachers 2
Continued from Page 2

Continued from Page 6

➤ Construction 2
Continued from Page 2

Saints students past, present and future.
“Families before 2007 paved the way for 

the construction of Villanova and Mendel 
Hall,” said senior Luis Vidrio. “Even though 
we won't use the new facilities as students, 
we will have at least helped build a founda-
tion for future Saintsmen.”

Having the Student Activities Center will 
benefit the school community beyond mea-
sure. The doubling of the gym’s capacity will 
make it possible for an even greater number 
of alumni to experience Saints basketball and 

other athletic events. Meanwhile, the renova-
tion of the old gym into a performing arts the-
ater will prove a cost-effective way for the ac-
tors and musicians to showcase their talents.

Dougherty Gym also holds sentimental 
value for alumni who experienced Mass, ath-
letic events, and other student activities dur-
ing their time at Saints. Its role as a morgue 
in the aftermath of PSA Flight 182 tragedy 
cemented its place as a historical landmark in 
the hearts of the alumni community. 

“It's a terrific concept to keep the gym 
standing,” said Steve South, class of 1980. “It 
is a place where we gathered as a community, 
and it is building guarded by angels.” 

Evan Brannigan
Thomas Browne
Lucas Celeste
Sean Coyne

Francis Dagostino
Tyler Dexter
Ismael Espinoza
Thomas Geiser

Charlie Giron
Jason Gros
Marcelo Hernandez
Gerardo Herrera

Jon Lapira
Richard Moris III
Marco Moura
Mario Orso
Corwin Palacios
Shane Poland
Francisco Rabago
David Rivera
Angel Rivera-Larrea
Dominic Rymer
Antonio Santana
Francis Sapien
Misha Schultz
Vincent Talia
Julio Serrano
Tanner Struyk
Nathan Suarez
Zachary Totah
Lucas Van Epps
Philip Vasquez

Wall of Shame

Where's 
your AP Psych 
homework?

Well... my 
freshman ate it

Do it!

 
Do 

Eat it!

Eat

Do it!

it!

it!

15 Minutes Earlier

New Excuses for Missing Homework


