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Mrs. Arnn to Retire

AugustiniAn
the

After two decades of teach-
ing, guiding and mentoring, Mrs. Arnn has 
made the decision to retire at the end of this 
school year. Saint Augustine High School 
will no longer experience the intensity or 
compassion of its biggest fan as a member 
of the faculty. Her leadership of the Purple 

By Christopher Sanchez ('15)
EDITOR

A screenshot form Mr. Inzunza's third music video “When You Know.”

Inzunza Releases Album Michael and Marie

Mrs. Winnie Arnn started teaching at Saints in 1995. She will retire at the end of this year.

SEE Mrs. Arnn, pg. 2

By Jacques Paye ('16)
EDITOR

Mr. Michael Inzunza ('91) re-
leased his first solo album Michael and Ma-
rie on October 1st 2014. The ten-track work 
compiles previously released songs with 
brand new material into a single musical vol-
ume.

Mr. Inzunza’s first exposure to music was 
through the St. Augustine High School band 
program, in which he played trumpet, bari-
tone, and drums. It was there that he devel-
oped a flair for composition. 

“I used to write poetry, and then started 
hearing musical patterns and melodies,”  
Mr. Inzunza said.

The development of the album began in 
an impromptu fashion, after Mr. Inzunza re-
corded the music for “Bellflower” in the sum-
mer of 2012. 

“I didn’t find anyone to sing it for me. My 
wife and a few friends convinced me to do 
the vocals myself, and I eventually followed 
up with a spur of the moment music video,” 
Mr. Inzunza said. “The catalyst that pushed 
me to produce a full length record was really 
some local media coverage triggered by the 
support of the Saints community.”

For inspiration, Mr. Inzunza looked to his 
relationship with his wife, as well as current 
events, particularly the Sandy Hook shooting, 

Cowbells intramural team and her im-
mense knowledge of boys' education will 
be greatly missed, but her loving image as 
both an educator and a mentor will never 
be forgotten.

Mrs. Arnn began her teaching career at 
Saints in the fall of 1995 after completing 
her degree at Point Loma Nazarene Uni-
versity. She graduated with a passion to 

educate and to assist young men as they 
navigate adolescence on the road to adult-
hood. With a senior son who had already 
been attending Saints, Mrs. Arnn quickly 
adapted to the school community. 

She began teaching English, first to 
sophomores, then to freshmen by her sec-

preferring an unstructured creative approach. 
“I'm a very spontaneous writer, the melo-

dies and lyrics usually come out fast, and I 
like sticking to my first instinct because it's 
honest.”

Mr. Inzunza and featured duet vocalist 
Marie Sanchez recorded the music for the 

album over the course of the following year 
(2013), in collaboration with several other 
musicians, including Mr. Jagow and alumnus 
Sean Hicke ('14).

The album is available through online 
outlets, including Amazon, iTunes, and 
CD Baby, as well as in physical form from  

Mr. Inzunza himself. He started work on his 
next album the day he released this one, and 
expects it to be released in about a year’s time. 

“I suppose I'll keep writing and releasing 
music so long as it’s being downloaded, pur-
chased, or viewed. Some dudes play golf or 
fish—I write songs.”

Seniors 
May Go Off 
Campus 
TODAY

By Ian Harkness ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Photo courtesy of Michael Inzunza

After 3 months, seniors may now go 
off campus for lunch

After three months of tense an-
ticipation and despite the best efforts of last-
minute holdouts, the senior class has finally 
earned one of the most unique freedoms 
Saints has to offer. 

“Thursday, November 6 is the first day 
that seniors may go off-campus for lunch,” 
Mr. O'Beirne said. The announcement comes 
on the heels of an aggressive campaign by 
Saints’ ASB and us here at The Augustinian, 

targeting seniors who had yet to turn in their 
off-campus forms, register their cars, and 
confirm their locks. The final senior to turn in 
his form was Julio Serrano, who admits that 
the pressure was getting to him.

“I thought I had everything in, but I re-
alized pretty quickly after those announce-
ments that I hadn’t registered my lock,” he 
said.

His fellow Saintsmen are exceptionally 
excited.

“I’ve been waiting for this all year,” said 
Nick Allen. “Its about time we were able to 
get a burrito at lunch.”

Seniors are already making plans and 
preparing for their first few off-campus 
meals. With most of the year still ahead, the 
only question that remains is, which way to 
Jack in the Box?

Alex Danilowicz ('15)
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Rugby Tryouts to Begin Next Week

Saints Battle Against Dons

As the sun sets on another foot-
ball season, Saints Rugby’s first game lies 
beyond the horizon. Players have begun 
preseason workouts in the hopes of earning 
a spot on the Saints Varsity roster.

As the program kicks into high gear, 
returning players have been greeted with 
several changes to the program, including 
the first tryouts since the club’s inception 
six years ago. 

In past years, the team accepted every 
player willing to suit up and scrum. This 
provided all those interested the opportu-
nity to experience the sport. With this past 
season’s sign-up roster bulging to a whop-
ping 93 students, and after much summer 
deliberation, head coach Dent and forward 
coach Snacks limited the team to 75 play-
ers, making tryouts necessary.

While the coaches would love to teach 
rugby to all the students, having too many 
players on the team would spread the coach-
es thin, and individual attention to players 
would suffer. 

“I would love to give everyone the joy 
of playing rugby,” Coach Snacks said. “It is 
with a heavy heart that we have limited the 
team to a set amount of players. There are 
just too many people who want to play the 
game, and I'm only one man.”

Due to the limited number of spots on the 
team, preseason speed and strength training 
with Coach LaPorta has become critical for 

all athletes wishing to play. Players coming 
from football and cross country will have to 
wrestle for their spots with those who par-
ticipated in preseason workouts.

“I decided to join the Saints Cross 
Country team this year in order to physical-
ly prepare for the grueling rugby season,” 
senior Arman Attisha said. “I have found 

that the intense running regimen has helped 
immensely.”

The season looks promising for Saints, 
as returning athletes join new players from 
the local rugby club Aztec Sevens and the 
football team, as well as a jumble of novices 
who have recently discovered the game.

Returning talent and preseason training 

Senior captain Chris Heffner prepares for his upcoming tryouts.

The Pit in action.

By Matt Martin ('15)
STAFF WRITER

will not be wasted, as Saints is set to take on 
tough opponents like Fallbrook, La Costa 
Canyon, and Cathedral.

“The boys are working very hard this 
year and improve by the day,” coach Dent 
said. “Our boys are going to show other 
teams just what Saints Rugby is about this 
year!” 

➤ Mr. Arnn
Continued from Page 1

Max Brandon ('16)

Alex Danilowicz ('15)

ond year. As an English IA teacher, Mrs. 
Arnn was able to guide her students down 
the path to success by instilling proper or-
ganizational and study skills early in their 
career. She took it upon herself to provide 
each student with the foundations of what 
it means to be a Saintsman. 

“Mrs. Arnn’s class took advantage of 
the way we learn as boys. She rewarded 
our efforts with her loving care and gener-
osity. It’s a shame to see Saints’ most loved 
teacher leave.” Senior Michael Leahy said. 
“My Saints career would not have been the 
same without her.” 

With extensive experience as well as 
innate ability, Mrs. Arnn is considered by 
many to be expert in boys education. Her 
style is one that allows boys to get on their 
feet to assume an active role in the class-
room.

“I have had the opportunity to experi-
ence Mrs. Arnn as both a teacher and as 
a fellow faculty member,” Mr. Osberg 
said. “Without her influence, it is hard to 
say that I would be where I am today as a 
member of the faculty. There is no teacher 
who cares for her students and fellow fac-
ulty as much as Mrs. Arnn.” 

She hopes to use her free time to travel 
to an active volcano and the Cape of Good 
Hope, both goals on her very own bucket 
list. 

In her 20 years of service, Mrs. Arnn 
has provided the opportunity for students 
to experience growth, faculty to achieve 
greatness, and an institution to attain the 
highest level of merit. The Saints commu-
nity extends its deepest gratitude for her 
years of service and wishes Mrs. Arnn the 
best in her future travels. Even after her de-
parture, Mrs. Arnn will forever be remem-
bered for her ability to bring out the best 
in all of us.

On October 24, two Catholic 
communities descended on Mesa College 
as Saint Augustine High School hosted the 
53rd annual Holy Bowl. The smell of grilled 
hot dogs and hamburgers filled the air as cer-
emonial pre-game festivities occurred and 
white-clad pit members took their places.

Coming off a big win against Mira 
Mesa, the Saints coaching staff was eager to 
get back on the field and put into practice all 
the strategies crafted during the weeks lead-
ing up to the Holy Bowl.

“It is going to take our best efforts from 
all three levels of our team.” Coach Sanchez 
said. “They have the best defense we’ve 
seen all year long, very big, physical, and up 
front. Our kids always play their best game 
during this rivalry. We have to take care of 
the football on offense, prevent turnovers, 
and get their offense off the field. ”

The first quarter was a dynamic one. The 
Dons fumbled early in the game, allowing 
junior Elijah Preston to score the first touch-
down nine minutes in. Sadly, a minute later, 
junior Francoise Sims II suffered an injury, 
adding him to an already long list of injured 
Saintsmen, including juniors Quinn Seau 
and Terry Wright, as well as sophomore 
Rodney Thompson. The Dons scored the 
final touchdown of the quarter, evening the 
score at 7-7. 

The second quarter kicked off with a 
Dons touchdown, after which they secured 
the two-point conversion, taking a 7-15 
lead. Saints quickly retaliated with a touch-
down of their own with eight minutes left in 
the half. Unfortunately, Cathedral would go 
on to score two more touchdowns, ending 
the first half at a score of 14-29. 

With the second half underway, the 
Saints fought just as hard, but to no avail. 

The Dons scored twice more before the third 
quarter closed, furthering the gap to 14-43. 
Saints caught an interception at the start of 
the fourth, leading to a score by junior Jor-
dan Brooks. Although the Saints obtained a 
two point conversion of their own, the Dons 
fought back, scoring another two touch-
downs. The final whistle sounded and the 
game ended. The final score was 22-57. 

Saintsmen were devastated by the loss, 
but they held their heads high. All players 
lined up and exchanged high-fives. They 
have since put the game behind them, and 

have started preparing for their next oppo-
nents.

“It was a tough game, and it wasn’t the 
outcome we expected, but we still have to 
move on. We have a long season ahead of 
us, including playoffs. We play Scripps and 
Lincoln to end the season, so we have to 
come out strong,” said senior quarterback 
Tommy Goodridge.

After a resounding win against Scripps 
Ranch on Friday, October 31, Saints looks to 
achieve victory again this upcoming Friday, 
November 7 against Lincoln. 

By Gian Ferrer ('17)
STAFF WRITER

By Michael Cline ('15)
EDITOR

The Rise of Rugby
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Homecoming's Night at 
the Museum

By Michael Cline ('15)
EDITOR

On October 18, a start to the 
school year fraught with homework, stress 
and tests gave way to an evening of cel-
ebration as Saintsmen and their dates 
flocked to the Sheraton at Harbor Island 
for Homecoming 2014.

The festivities began the week of Oc-
tober 13, with the football team beginning 
preparations for its Friday matchup against 
Mira Mesa. Meanwhile Saintsmen scram-
bled both for dates and to place their bids 
by the deadline.

The Homecoming Court was nomi-
nated and vetted the week of Thursday, 
October 9. A rally in the gym saw Frank 
Buncom IV announced as the Homecom-
ing King. Immediately afterwards, seniors 
voted for the Homecoming Queen.

That Friday, Saints took on the Mira 
Mesa Marauders at Mesa College. Led by 
seniors (and members of the court) Tom-
my Goodridge and Frank Buncom IV, the 
Saints came charging towards a resound-
ing win, crushing their opponent 39-10. At 
halftime, Mr. Cudal announced that Megan 
Baughman had been elected Homecoming 
Queen, after which she was crowned.

To the victors went the spoils of danc-
ing and festivities. The next day, Saturday, 
couples took photos at locations from Bal-
boa Park to Sunset Cliffs and ate at some 
of the finest dining establishments across 
San Diego before making their way to the 
Sheraton on Harbor Island for the main 
event, the homecoming dance.

Held in the Nautilus Room, the dance, 

The fourth annual SONO Fest 
Chili Cook off will return December 7, 
2014, in hopes of reaching a larger audience, 
raising more money, and of course, serving 
more chili. 

The festival is run and organized by 
Saints' ceramics teacher Kouta Shimazaki, 
who has over 16 years of experience orga-
nizing community events like this one. The 
event itself reflects the values of the neigh-
borhood and works to achieve its ultimate 
goal: to give back to and support the longev-
ity of community life. 

The name, SONO, stands for South Park/
North Park, two neighborhoods surround-
ing Saints. All of the money raised during 
this event will be used to fund and support 
the music, art, and language programs at 
McKinley Elementary school in North Park. 

Saintsmen of all grade levels are encour-
aged to participate and help give back to the 
community.

“I first volunteered at SONO Fest last 
year, and I remember seeing the children and 
adults coming together to enjoy the week-
end, socialize, and have some killer chili,” 
senior Kristopher Willis said.

On the surface, the event may seem 
rather simple and straightforward: purchase 
a bowl then proceed to indulge in the vast 
amounts of chili made available. But less 
obvious are the countless hours of prepara-
tion and hard work put in by both Kouta and 
his studio students at San Diego Ceramic 
Connection. Each bowl purchased during 
the day has been shaped, fired and glazed 
under the direction of one man, Master Kou-

The money raised will benefit Kouta's McKinley Ceramics class (pictured).

sporting the “Night at the Museum” theme, 
was complete with a dance floor and a live 
DJ. Snacks, including pizza, were offered, 
and dessert included the choice of the stan-
dard cookies and brownies, and the revo-
lutionary Sub Zero ice cream, made fresh 
using the science of liquid nitrogen. The 
ballroom also included a photo booth, al-
lowing couples and groups to take photos 
of the memorable night. 

“I thought the junior class officers did a 
wonderful job at the dance,” said ASB Ex-

ecutive President Bryan Riel. “The ‘Night 
at the Museum’ theme was well thought 
out, and I really enjoyed the cars and stu-
dent artwork on display.”

From 7 to 11pm, Saintsmen and the la-
dies from OLP danced the night away, with 
the traditional King-Queen dance occur-
ring at the end of the night. 

“I had an incredible time on the dance 
floor,” OLP senior Rebecca Diaz said. 
“One of the best moments was the slow 
dance at the end of the hectic, memorable 

Students dance well into the night, or at least try to. Photo courtesy of Michael Inzunza

Ms. Drummy, the newest addi-
tion to the Saint Augustine High School art 
department, is redefining how art impacts 
students’ lives. Until now, the art depart-
ment’s activity has generally been focused 
on providing Visual and Performing Arts 
classes. However, with Ms. Drummy’s 
help, students who are highly interested will 
also be able to express their talents through 
the Saints Art Club. 

With over thirty members, the club 
meets every other Wednesday at lunch in 
the art room. Members are currently work-
ing on the sets for the Saints Players' pro-
duction of Godspell. 

With many projects slated for the near 
future, the club’s executive officers and 
OLP’s National Art Honor Society (NAHS) 
are planning an art show to display their 
work. Inviting parents and students from 
the Saints community and beyond, the club 
will be auctioning off much of its work on 
December 5th in Ms. Drummy’s art room. 

This fundraiser will help the club be-
come self-sufficient, and help strengthen the 
bond between OLP's NAHS and the Saints 
Art Club. 

“We hope this art show will open new 
doors in the future for Saints and OLP's art 
relations,” said NAHS member Lucia Ven-
tura.

Although she only recently created the 
club, Ms. Drummy is already looking to the 
future, working to establish a highly antici-
pated AP Studio Art course at Saints for the 
2015-2016 school year.

Saints/OLP 
to Host Art 
Show 

By William Stonehouse ('17)
STAFF WRITER 

night.”
The music acted as a complement to 

another successful Homecoming event 
put on by the Saints ASB, made possible 
by contributions from Mr. Cudal and ASB 
members of the junior class.

 “Mr. Cudal and the junior officers ran 
an exceptional homecoming assembly, 
halftime show, and dance,” ASB Modera-
tor Mr. Inzunza said. “The three day fes-
tivities were filled with excitement, pag-
eantry, and an incredible dance.” 

Photo Courtesy of McKinley Elementary

Max Brandon ('16)

Kouta's Chili Cook-Off to 
Benefit McKinley

ta himself. 
“Attendees spent multiple minutes try-

ing to decide which bowl they wanted to 
claim as their own,” senior Andre Held said. 
“There were so many sizes and glazes to 
choose from.” 

This year, the studio has prepared over 
seventeen hundred handmade bowls to be 
sold. Preparation began back in August 
with the studio's build-a-thon and continued 
through late September. The bowls are stored 
within the studio and distributed throughout 
the day, but tend to sell out before noon. 

By purchasing a bowl, participants gain 
access to a number of different chili stands 

that line a three city block area, offering lo-
cal recipes and restaurant specialties. 

In the spirit of competition, a winner is 
chosen from each category and awarded the 
title of ‘supreme chili.’ There are games and 
activities for young children as well as live 
musical performances by local bands for 
adults. 

SONO Fest is much more than a chili 
cook off. It is an opportunity for communi-
ties within San Diego to be recognized and 
supported. What better way to serve the 
neighborhood surrounding Saints than with 
chili?
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Saintsmen Build Brotherhood 
at Freshmen Overnight Retreat

On October 11, Campus Min-
istry, upperclassmen, and the Saint Augus-
tine High School gym welcomed the class 
of 2018 to the annual freshman retreat. The 
overnight experience follows on the heels 
of Freshman Welcome Week and is seen by 
many as the culmination of initiation into the 
Saints brotherhood.

After arriving at Saints on Saturday 
morning, each freshman was assigned to a 
group led by a pair of upperclassmen, or Big 
Brothers. They then sat down to watch the 
Saints Players impersonate faculty in a tra-
ditional skit which, for the first time, saw a 
teacher, Mr. Bernens, mimic himself.

After a brief group discussion centered 
on relationships, the students participated in 
the “cor unum” (one heart) activity, which 
involved collecting cans from the neighbor-
hood for donation to Catholic charities.

The freshmen then spent the afternoon 
participating in a variety of outdoor activi-
ties, including ping-pong, dodgeball, bas-
ketball, and soccer. As twilight drew near, 
they ventured out to the home of one of their 
Big Brothers, where they were joined by Big 
Sisters from OLP, as well as a Saints faculty 
member. They spent time in reflection and 
participated in a prayer service.

After dozing off to Napoleon Dyna-
mite, the class of 2018 woke up with a blast 
of “Turn Down for What” at 7:30 am, and 
breakfasted on homemade tamales provided 
by parent volunteers. A group discussion con-
cerning belief in oneself preceded the arrival 
of freshman families for the closing Mass.

With one successful retreat already un-
der his belt, Father Mark’s second featured a 
more comprehensive upperclassman experi-
ence. Preparations began nearly two months 
prior to the event, with Big Brothers meeting 
in prayer and reflection. 

“Getting ready for the freshman retreat 
was almost a retreat in itself,” junior Fred 
Smyth said.

This in-depth preparation was not in 
vain, as the retreat was hailed as a success by 
Big Brothers and freshmen alike. 

“We joke around with them during Wel-
come Week, but this retreat shows that we re-
ally are here for them and brings them into 
the brotherhood,” senior Carson Chandler 
said.

“I was a bit scared at first, but I grew 
through the experience of the day and felt 
more united with the community,” freshman 
Finn Waters said.

In the future, Father Mark plans to con-
tinue tweaking the tried-and-true freshman 
retreat recipe in order to give students the 

Students end the weekend with a closing Mass.

By Jacque Paye ('16)
EDITOR

best possible experience. 
“I’m looking into the possibility of add-

ing some other activity on Saturday morning 
while keeping the traditional skit in place,” 
Fr. Mark said. “Next year I’m also consid-
ering having the canned goods delivered on 
the day of the retreat so that participants can 
watch the truck drive off, filled with food.”

Whatever changes are in store for future 
retreats, this October weekend showed both 
tradition and promise for the many years to 
come. 

Saintsmen to Celebrate  
Villanova Prep's 90th 

On November 5, a group of 
Saintsmen, led by Fr. Kirk Davis, traveled 
up to Villanova Preparatory School (VPS) 
to join in the celebration of its 90th anni-
versary.

As part of its anniversary this year, 
VPS invited Saints to select students from 
the senior class to travel up to Ojai, CA 
in order to participate in kick-off activi-
ties. The ambassadors spent four hours on 
Wednesday the 5th in a van driving up to 
Ojai, leaving almost immediately after the 
final bell of the Saints school day.

“We’re all really looking forward to 
this trip,” Fr. Kirk said. “It’s another step 
in the right direction, towards increased 
participation and interaction between both 
schools. We expect good things to come 
from this.”

Some activities will include celebrating 
Mass on Thursday, November 6, as well as 
an all school day of service on Friday.

VPS is an Augustinian boarding school. 
Like Saints, it maintains a high standard of 
student conduct and composure. Participat-
ing Saintsmen will be housed in the boys’ 
dorms on campus, giving them a chance to 
experience the school as the students do.

Last school year, a group from VPS 
visited San Diego on their own trip, team-
ing up with boys from Saints to accomplish 
some service work with Border Angels, a 
group committed to helping needy travel-
ers attempting to cross the Mexican-Amer-
ican border.

“I met some Villanova kids at SAVI my 

Lucas O Van Epps ('15)

sophomore year, and then got to see some 
of them again this past June.” said senior 
Eammon Garland. “They’re all really cool 
people, and I can’t wait to visit them on 
their home turf this time around.”

Hopefully this trip will have spurred 
some lively debate and discussion, provid-
ing new ideas on how to better serve our 
respective Augustinian communities. The 
group is planning to meet with the mem-

bers of VPS’s own orphanage club, with 
the hope that they might brainstorm some 
creative and united action to better their ef-
forts in support of Hogar Infantil.

The students are to return to San Diego 
late in the evening of Friday November 
7th. All expenses for transportation, ac-
commodation, meals, etc. were underwrit-
ten by Saints.

Fr. Kirk addresses his travelers.

Following the passing of our 
beloved Bishop Cirilo, we are involved in 
the search for a new bishop, the pastor for 
the church in San Diego.  When you read 
this, we will already have had the presence 
of Msgr. Steve Callahan as our presider at 
our weekly Eucharist.  He is the Diocesan 
Administrator until a new Bishop is as-
signed and has given us some insight into 
the process of selection. 

In light of this, we can reflect on who 
or what is a bishop in our church.  To help 
our reflection we do no better than to re-
flect with our present Pope Francis on what 
he has to say about a bishop.

On the day of his inauguration as Pope, 
March 19, 2013, Francis had this to say.  
“Today we are celebrating the beginning of 
the ministry of the new Bishop of Rome, 
the Successor of Peter, which involves a 
certain power….conferred by Jesus upon 
Peter…but what sort of power was it?...Let 
us never forget that authentic power is ser-
vice.”  In fact, the Pope has the title Servus 
Servorum Dei – the Servant of the servants 
of God.

What can this mean?  On September 
22, 2014, Pope Francis spoke to a semi-

By David Valley ('15)
EDITOR

Alex Danilowicz ('15)

SEE Servant, pg. 5

By Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A.
COLUMNIST

Chaplain's 
Corner
Sevrus 
Servorum Dei
Servant of the 
Servants of God
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Osberg's Clash of Classes

If you’ve been inside room 316 
this year and seen the couches in the center, 
you understand that Mr. Osberg (‘04) does 
not shy away from going against the grain. 
His latest foray into the pedagogically in-
novative occurred this Halloween when 
his Honors English classes squared off in 
medieval warfare in what was the culmina-
tion of their month long project, Clash of 
Classes. The assignment, which began on 
October 1, was the result of a dialogue be-
tween Mr. Osberg and his honors classes.

“I gave them a survey and they told 
me they wanted to do more projects,” Mr. 

By Ian Harkness ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Wizards of Khalifa gear up for war.

Osberg said. “I feel that at the root of all 
learning there should be some element of 
fun and a chance for creativity, so we gave 
it a shot.”

The clash played off of the classes’ Ar-
thurian literature unit which included Be-
owulf, Morte d’Arthur, and Sir Gawain the 
Green Knight. The classes were instructed 
to form “guilds” with contrived histories, 
design a coat of arms, construct castles, 
and make costumes. 

“The idea was to liven up a topic that 
students have had difficulty identifying 
with in the past,” Mr. Osberg said, “I think 
it worked.”

 The students, it would seem,  
agree.

“The project was a nice change to the 
ordinary English class,” said sophomore 
Thomas Rayner, a member of the Wizards 
of Khalifa guild. “It was the cat's pajamas, 
the bee’s knees, if you will.”

Through the course of the project, stu-
dents took tests and wrote papers about the 
books they were reading.

“We’re still doing English,” Mr. Os-
berg said.

The project will likely continue for next 
year’s class, especially after how well this 
year’s clash went. So keep an eye out for 
an even larger group of Arthurian scholars 
beating each other with plastic swords next 
Halloween.

Ian Harkness ('15)

The Augustinian is St. Augustine High School’s student-run newspaper. The staff meets at 
lunch on Tuesdays in room 318. New members are always welcome. The views expressed 
in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of St. Augustine High School. Please 
send a letter to the editor to saintsnewspaper@gmail.com if you have any comments.

Addressing 
Online 
Learning
By The Editorial Staff

homework load on a single night must now 
choose which assignments to turn in, and 
on which to accept a zero.

Of course, if teachers can assign home-
work at any time, they can also assign 
homework on any day. This presents an-
other problem. All too often, teachers as-
sign work due online on Friday and Sat-
urday nights, something that could not be 
done with offline assignments. This keeps 
students from going to football games, par-
ticipating in extracurriculars, and generally 
enjoying their weekend - not to mention 
applying to colleges. Just as teachers value 
their weekends, students need what little 
time they have away from school.

We at The Augustinian are not asking 
the administration to back away from mak-
ing use of online tools for learning. To fail 
to embrace such an innovative part of mod-
ern education is to miss an opportunity for 

improved instruction. Instead, we advocate 
some sort of central hub through which all 
grades and assignments can be checked. 
As it stands, students are missing assign-
ments all too often simply because it’s easy 
to forget when and where one must turn 
in their online work. With the creation of 
a central hub of online learning, a student 
would be responsible for only one web-
site, and would need only to remember one 
username. From this site, teachers could 
post links to Educreations lectures, or Vis-
tas assignments, and thereby not lose the 
different functionalities that these different 
websites offer. 

 Ultimately, the teachers make the fi-
nal call, but we hope that the administra-
tion realizes that, given how successful  
St. Augustine has been in staying on the 
cutting edge, our current online learning 
program needs to be addressed. 

Alex Danilowicz ('15)

Over the summer, Fr. Kirk 
and the new director of service at OLP,  
Ms. Dawn Brannman, met in order to dis-
cuss and find new ways to enhance the ser-
vice opportunities offered by both schools. 
Their solution was to create a website that 
listed the various opportunities available to 
Saintsmen and Pilots.

The site can be accessed from the Saints 
website under “Campus Ministry.” It con-
tains a list of upcoming opportunities along 
with dates, locations, and additional infor-
mation. 

“We want to give students from OLP 
and Saints another great opportunity to meet 
each other while doing something meaning-
ful,” Ms. Brannman said.

Different organizations are able to con-
tact each school and display their own ser-
vice ideas on the site, giving students a vari-
ety of opportunities to find their niche when 
it comes to service.  

“We want our students to find a place 
to serve in their community.” Fr. Kirk said. 
“Our goal is to provide a user friendly site 
that makes it as easy as possible for students 
to explore their options.”

“This new site is great because the op-
portunities for service are put right in front 
of us and we don't have to struggle to find 
them,” senior Mario Orso said. “The em-
phasis on working with OLP girls adds a fun 
dynamic to service.”

The new site is just the first of many 
new ways Saints and OLP will grow togeth-
er in the area of service. For starters, this 
year both schools will share a table at the 
Matthew 25 recognition award dinner, and 
both will participate in the alternative spring 
break trip with Fr. Kirk. Keep an eye on the 
site for more details.

By Eric Lujan ('15)
EDITOR 

Since the advent of the internet, the 
landscape of education has been continu-
ally evolving. We at The Augustinian be-
lieve that embracing this growth is the 
responsibility of a worthwhile educational 
institution, and we applaud St. Augustine 
High School for staying ahead of the rap-
idly changing curve. But as with any rapid 
evolution, there are bound to be growing 
pains.

The integration of online and offline 
learning can be a tricky balance to strike, 
one that we believe Saints has yet to prop-
erly establish. Students at Saints must 
come home each night, sit behind a com-
puter, and check their myriad websites for 
any and all assignments. There’s Saints 
on the Web, Canvas, Turnitin, Web-As-
sign, Smart Physics, Educreations, Vistas, 
Temas, and a plethora of teacher blog sites. 
This results in a body of students who are 
not only responsible for up to six blocks of 
homework each night, but also for deter-
mining what that homework is, and when 
it is due, across too many websites. 

Moreover, Saintsmen are facing unre-
alistic online due dates. When an assign-
ment is due through a website, it is almost 
invariably due at 11:59 pm. This means 
that Saintsmen are no longer afforded the 
entire night to do homework. It’s an un-
pleasant truth of high school that students 
will have to work through the night at some 
points during their high school career. With 
online due dates, this is no longer possible. 
Instead of staying up late and getting the 
work done, Saintsmen given a massive 

➤ Servant
Continued from Page 4

nar of bishops and he clarifies this.   “The 
Church needs pastors, that is, servants, 
bishops who are able to kneel before others 
to wash their feet.  Pastors who are close 
to the people, meek fathers and brothers, 
patient and merciful; who embrace poverty 
both as freedom for the Lord and as sim-
plicity and austerity in life.”

When Pope Francis was at the deten-
tion center in Rome washing the feet of 
young men and women, (March 28, 2013) 
he said: “As priest and as bishop I must 
be at your service.  But it is a duty that 
comes from my heart: I love it.  I love this 
and I love doing it because the Lord has 
taught me this.  But you as well, help each 
other; always help each other; help one 
another.”  

So while the Pope is the servant of all, 
we are called to be servants also.  We are 
not left off the hook!  The Pope is called 
the Servus servorum Dei = the servant of 
the servants of God.  We are those servants 
of God.  May we have the same love and 
joy that Pope Francis has in our service.   
REMEMBER -  Come to worship; leave 
to serve.

An Intra-School 
Service Site

Max brandon
Chief photographer
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By Kyle Cato ('15)
STAFF WRITER

 Saintsmen Enter 
Hypnotic State

On October 10, around 400 
Saints and OLP students gathered in the gym 
to watch their classmates become entranced 
by hypnotist Randy Kappe. As lights flashed 
and Kappe called for volunteers, nearly ev-
ery student raised a hand in hopes of being 
the center of attention. 

As the volunteers were put to sleep on 
their neighbors’ shoulders or were con-
vinced they were watching a horror movie, 
the audience could barely remain seated, 
except for the few susceptible students in 
the crowd who also fell into a trance. Even 
after the volunteers were released from the 
hypnosis, they weren’t completely sure what 
had just happened. 

Most spectators who were not hypno-
tized were wondering what these people 
were feeling that caused them to act so 
strangely. The skeptical also questioned 
whether they were just faking. Hypnosis is 
technically the state in which a person loses 
the power of voluntary action. But was it 
voluntary?

 Senior Luis Peraza described the ex-
perience as “being in a dream that you can 
control. The hypnotist served as the person 
making the suggestions, or implying the ac-
tion he wanted me to commit.”

For all you budding young hypnotists 
out there, hold your horses; our very own 
psychology teacher Ms. Mekrut calls hypno-
tism a controversial topic. Looking at it from 
a scientific viewpoint, there is no universally 
accepted belief as to how hypnosis works. 

“Some believe that to be hypnotized 

is to be in an altered state; to have a split  
consciousness. Others believe it is a social 
phenomenon where the hypnotist’s ideas 
become the subject’s thoughts acted out 
through behavior,” Ms. Mekrut said.

The audience was bewildered by the 
antics of their peers throughout the perfor-
mance, however they did not realize the po-
tential of hypnosis until seniors Leah Trusso 
and Krauss Drachenberg began communi-
cating in Martian. The audience watched as 
they entertained a brief conversation con-
cerning their home worlds and their thirst 
for human flesh before paying attention to a 
quick lesson about the dangers of drinking 
and driving from “highway patrol officer” 

Saints and OLP students got very sleepy.

Saintsmen were offered a 
chance to perform their civic duty by par-
ticipating in the High School Poll Worker 
Program, sponsored by the San Diego 
County Registrar of Voters (ROV). Fr. Kirk 
led the effort to engage upperclassmen in 
this service opportunity, which yields fif-
teen service hours and raises $100+ for the 
Hogar Infantil Orphanage per Saints par-
ticipant.

Students were given a variety of roles, 
including Clerk and Touchscreen Inspec-
tor, before taking an online training course 
followed by an additional two-hour hands-
on session. 

Once election day hit, they worked 
from 5:30 AM to 8 PM, with two 45 min-
ute breaks scheduled throughout the day. 

“The first time was a departure from 
what I expected. The polling place was re-
ally nice. It was air conditioned, and the 
whole building was next to an awesome 
water fountain. Not a bad way to spend a 
school day,” said senior David Valley, a 
second-year poll worker. 

Besides fifteen service hours and a day 
off, students also received the satisfac-
tion of supporting a worthy cause, as their 
$100+ stipend was automatically donated 
to the Hogar Infantil Orphanage. The op-
portunity also awarded students credit in 
Mr. Christopher da Luz’s Civics class.

“Volunteering as a poll worker is one 
of the few ways sixteen and seventeen 
year olds can participate directly in our 
democratic process. I hope our efforts are 
successful in this election and that this be-
comes a tradition for future Saintsmen,” Fr. 
Kirk said.

Chris Callipari ('15)
Randy Kappe. The hypnotees awoke feel-
ing well rested.

Filling all of the chairs and most of the 
gym’s bleachers, the event yielded far more 
than last year’s $1,000, all of which will be 
donated to the Hogar Infantil Orphanage. 
The show is yet another creative way the 
ASB raises money for the orphanage. Ac-
cording to Mr. Inzuna, this generation of 
ASB would like to hold the event yearly, 
bringing back a Saints tradition.

If you missed your chance to be hyp-
notized, or if you enjoy seeing your friends 
look ridiculous every now and then, be sure 
to support the orphanage by attending the 
show next year.

SAHS Club Guide

Drama Club
Moderator: Mr. Bernens
President: Matthew Toliver
Meetings: Wednesdays, room 317
 

The Drama Club helps schedule upcoming shows, trips to plays, and other drama 
events. 

Spanish Club
Moderator: Sra. Gormly
Presidents: Alex Danilowicz and David Rivera
Meetings: Wednesdays, room 222
 

The Spanish Club promotes an appreciation of the Spanish language and culture through 
various media. The club encourages bilingualism and the consumption of churros.

The African American Alliance
Moderator: Mr. Inzunza
President: Christian Onwuka
Meetings: By announcement
 

The AAA not only to teaches about African American culture, but also provides a great 
way for satinsmen to bond. In other words, a brotherhood within the brotherhood.

Hogar Infantil Orphanage Club
Moderator: Fr. Kirk Davis
President: Sebastian Torres
Meetings: By announcement, trips once a month on Saturdays
\

The Hogar Infantil Club is devoted to supporting an orphanage in Tijuana. Support comes
from donations and fundraiseres, but most importantly, our dedication. 

Investment Club
Moderator: Mr. Osberg
President: Trevor South
Meetings: Mondays, room 316
 

The Investment Club explores the financial world through teaching, guest speakers, and 
playing the Stock Market Game. 

Pre-Med Club
Moderator: Mrs. MacVay
President: David Pack
Meetings: One Tuesday a month, room 322
 

The Pre-Med Club explores the medical field through field trips, guest speakers, and 
special events. We plan on watching live operations and seeking internships.

Ping Pong Club
Moderator: Mr. Davis
President: Gian Ferrer
Meetings: By announcement, room 221
 

The Ping Pong Club is open to anyone who wishes to play ping pong, stop by room 221
to sign up for any upcoming tournaments

Rugby Club
Moderator: Mr. Dent
President: Chris Heffner
Meetings: Tuesdays at lunch, room 318
 

The Rugby Club watches videos, plays rugby and generally enjoys being social 
with other people in a rugby-centered environment. All are welcome.

The Augustinian
Moderator: Mr. Bachynsky
Editor-in-Chief: Ian Harkness
Meetings: Tuesdays, room 318
 

The Augustinian is the only student run publication at St. Augustine High School. We 
are always looking for talented writers, photographers, and cartoonists

St. Augustine High School is home to a plethora of exciting 
clubs. With Club Day behind us and the rest of the year ahead,  
The Augustinian would like to encourage Saintsmen to take advantage 
of their opportunities and find their niche in the community. Below, 
we've listed every recognized club on St. Augustine's campus, and how 
to get involved.

By Giovanni Reyes ('15)
STAFF WRITER

Saints' 
Civic Duty
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Saints Special Offer! 
 

Mention this ad and receive 15% off 
your 1st Private Tutoring package 

OR receive 1 FREE month of 
membership with a minimum 

purchase of a 6-month enrollment.* 

(619) 281-6284 
 

* Only valid for new enrollments  

Mathnasium of Mission Gorge 
10330 Friars Rd., #109 
San Diego, CA 92120 
(619) 281-6284 
 
www.mathnasium.com/missiongorge 
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By Eammon Garland ('15)Life at Saints

Club Guide Continued
International Rescue Committee
Moderator: Mrs. Allen
Presidents: Steven Franca, Jesus Sanchez, Julio Serrano
Meetings: Monthly, room 225
 

The IRC Club helps refugees wherever needed, especially those resettled in San Diego.
With farm days, fundraisers, donation drives, soccer tournaments and more!

The Game Club
Moderator: Mr. Weber
President: Francis Sapien
Meetings: Wednesdays after school, room 210
 

“Let's play games” - Mr. Weber

Academic League
Moderator: Mr. Weber
Captain: Rex Hammock
Meetings: Tuesdays, room 210
 

The Academic League and Quiz Bowl teams participate in competitions to test their
knowledge in a variety of academic subjects. We are always looking for new members. 

Key Club
Moderator: Dr. Rey
President: Dominic Rymer
Meetings: Mondays, room 315
 

The Key Club is a nationally recognized, service based group which runs our school's 
blood drives, and provides students with opportunities to serve.

Rotary Interact Club
Moderator: Mrs. Macvay
President: Sean Panish
Meetings: Tuesdays at lunch, room 318
 

The Rotary Interact Club supports service on every level. Current and ongoing 
projects include No Shave November, the Red Bag, Nike Reuse a Shoe, and more.

Men of Service Club
Moderator: Mr. Cudal
President: David Celestino
Meetings: Thursdays, room 219
 

The club strives to address the needs of the less fortunate in San Diego, the club is
looking for students who want to reach out to the community.

The Cinema Society
Moderator: Mr. Osberg
President: Nick Lograsso
Meetings: Thursdays, room 316
 

The Cinema Society is a club meant to foster a greater appreciation for film, be it classic 
or modern. We welcome all Saintsmen to watch good movies with good friends.

The Saints' Chinese Club
Moderator: Fr. Bob Gavotto
President: Chris Timineri
Meetings: Tuesdays, room 319
 

The Chinese Club aims to explore the Chinese language and culture by exploring 
vocabulary, phrases, and games The club is instructed by  Mrs. Lei Timineri.

EP Save a Life Club
Moderator: Mr. Inzunza
President: Matthew Staker
Meetings: By announcement, room 101
 

The EP Save a Life Club helps prevent sudden cardiac arrest among teens by conducting
free heart screenings. To date the club has helped screen over 12,000 young adults.

Disc Golf Club 
Moderator: Mr. Jagow
Presdient: Eammon Garland
Meetings: By announcement, band room
 

The Disc Golf  Club plays disc golf at nearby Morely Field. It's pretty chill.

Restless Hearts Club
Moderator: Mr. Bernens
President: Matthew Tolliver 
Meetings: In the chapel
 

The Restless Hearts Club is always looking for more restless hearts. Information 
about our mission and meetings is available.

The Math Club
Moderator: Mr. Manley
President: Jason Gros
Meetings: By announcement
 

The Math Club seeks to explore different aspects of mathematics through lunchtime 
meetings. See Jason Gros for details.

The Filipino American Club
Moderator: Mr. Cudal
Presidents: Brandon Cerezo, Alex Agpaoa
Meetings: Wednesdays, room 219
 

The FilAm Club does service projects in the local Filipino community, but is also a social
and cultural club. The club is planning an end-of -year trip to the Philippines 

The FIFA Club
Moderator: Mr. da Luz (APUSH)
President: Anderew Parada
Meetings: By announcement, room 220
 

The FIFA club will hold two tournaments a year with a five dollar entry fee in the hopes
of raising money for the Hogar Infantil orphanage.

Mock Trial
Moderator: Mr. Manley
President: Jacques Paye
Meetings: Thursdays after school, room 102
 

Mock Trial goes to court for a countywide competition,arguing both sides of a criminal
case. Our doors are open to prospective attorneys, photographers, and courtroom artists.

Reading Ambassadors
Moderator: Mr. Cudal
Meetings: By announcement, room 219

The Reading Ambassadors program is open to students who wish to engage with the 
local community through reading. Students involved with the program visit Edison 
Elementary to read to the students, and are currently writing a children's book.

Come on, chico. 
We're doing 

Spanish here.


