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Warhawk Down

St. Augustine High School

Saints Football wins CIF Championship 49-42 against Madison

Mrs.
Crachy
Returns
By Ian Harkness ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Junior Jacob Baker makes the game-winning touchdown with 3.8 seconds on the clock.
By Jacques Paye ('16)
EDITOR
onship game, a rematch of their 2012 loss

St. Augustine High School defeated Madison High School at Southwestern College to claim the San Diego Section
Division I CIF championship title by a
score of 49-42 on Friday, December 5.
The Saints entered the CIF playoffs
with a record of 5-5, securing a 3-seed and
a first-round bye. Wins against Vista and
El Camino propelled them into the champi-

to the Warhawks. The contest featured two
Silver Pigskin finalists: Saints corner Frank
Buncom IV and Madison quarterback Kareem Coles.
After a 7pm kickoff, the first quarter
saw back and forth action that would persist all the way to the game’s exhilarating
conclusion. The Saints clinched an early
lead courtesy of 45 yards from Frank Bun-

Turtle Shop to Close
After Four Decades
By Matt Danaher ('16)
STAFF WRITER

After almost four and half decades of service, the Turtle Shop will be
closing its doors at the end of this semester.
The void left behind is set to be filled by
an expansion of the current food service,
Chartwell’s, still known to many students
as “Ted’s.”
The Turtle Shop has always been a
place where Saintsmen can purchase food
at school, but it also has filled various roles
over the years. It has served as the primary
source of Mass vests and many proprietary
texts, such as Mr. Vignol’s course outlines
for Scripture classes and Mr. Lamerato’s
Praha Reader.
The Turtle Shop is named after Father William Griswold, an Augustinian
who worked at Saints for thirty-two years.
Father Griswold could always be found
standing outside the Turtle Shop, chatting
with students and faculty alike. Father
Griswold’s turtle-like posture and his nickname “Father Turtle” became so associated
with the establishment that it was affectionately named after him.

The Turtle Shop has changed significantly since it was built. From its inception
in the early 70’s, the shop used to sell sweet
treats, including candy and ice cream.
“It was more like a 7-11 back then
with all the candy that we sold,” said Mr.
Johnston (‘94), the current manager of the
Turtle Shop.
The Turtle Shop was founded with the
goal of creating a space where students
could relax, purchase food, and spend
lunchtime together.
“It was one of the main focal points of
the Saints campus in the 70's and 80's, and
it was a place where we always hung out,”
Mr. Inzunza (‘91) said.
The Turtle Shop will be fondly remembered by Saintsmen old and new.
“It's sad to see a shop that is so much
more than [that] come to an end. It's not
only a building or a place where we get
food, but it’s also a memorial to Fr. Griswold,” junior Ryan Segura said.
The Saints community will always remember it as a warm place on the Saints
campus where everyone was welcome to
spend lunchtime. Our hearts are heavy as
the Turtle slowly waves goodbye.
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Courtesy of the Saints Yearbook
com IV and a short-range Elijah Preston
touchdown run, but were matched by an
even shorter sprint by Madison quarterback
Kareem Coles.
A major setback for the Saints would
occur in the second quarter, as Frank Buncom left the field due to a leg injury. More
difficulties followed, with Madison quarterback Kareem Coles inflicting a 22-yard
SEE
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After three months on maternity leave, Mrs. Crachy is back at Saints.
The veteran religion teacher of seven years
has resumed her post teaching Social Issues and Faith Survey.
Jonathan Palmer Crachy was born on
July 29. He was born healthy and brought
the total number of children in the Crachy
household to three. With another addition
to her growing family, Mrs. Crachy’s return has been hectic but rewarding—especially thanks to help from Mr. Wallace,
who took up Mrs. Crachy’s duties during
her absence.
“It was a blessing having Mr. Wallace
take over all of my classes. While things
might be a little crazy at home, I’m ready
to get back into the routine of day to day
life at Saints,” Mrs. Crachy said.
Mr. Wallace is no stranger to a hectic home life, with five kids of his own.
He taught Mrs. Crachy’s students for the
whole of the first semester, bringing his
own style to the classroom.
“Mr. Wallace was a great teacher, he
was a real father figure to all of us, I felt
like he encouraged discussion,” senior
Eammon Garland said. “But it’s wonderful to have Mrs. Crachy back; she adds a
different touch to the [classroom] atmosphere.”
Mrs. Crachy has been getting back into
the swing of things, preparing for her second semester, which she will teach in full.

Saintsmen savor the Turtle Shop's final weeks.

Max Brandon ('16)
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Trotting Through the Ages
By David Valley ('15)
EDITOR

On November 28, the day before Thanksgiving break, over three hundred Saintsmen gathered for one of our
longest standing Saints traditions: the
Turkey Trot. Saintsmen of all grade levels
huddled at the starting line in patient wait
for Coach Downey to set off his famous
cap gun to begin the race. The gun sounded, and the runners headed off.
The route led runners through some
narrow but familiar roads of North Park,
taking them along 33rd, Bancroft, Palm,
and down (and then unfortunately up) the
famous “Juniper dip.”
Two miles and eleven minutes later,
the first runners began to cross the finish
line located in front of the bell tower. Junior Alex Karaniwan came first in the Elite
Runner category. Senior Rex Hammock
took first place among non-Elite runners,
winning both a medal and a frozen turkey.
“Winning was pretty cool,” Hammock
said. “I’ve run [the Turkey Trot] all four
years, and it was great to finally get the
gold medal this year. The frozen turkey
was delicious by the way—we deep fried
it.”
The race is an important part of the
Saints school year. For only fifteen dollars,
students receive a race bid, a long sleeve
dry-fit shirt, a gatorade, and a delicious
turkey pot pie from the San Diego Turkey
Pot Pie Shop. Additional pot pies were
sold during the race for five dollars each,
and had all been eaten by the end of lunch.
The Turkey Trot itself is a tradition that
has been in place since 1955. The first annual run began in front of the school on
Nutmeg Street and finished on Bancroft.
Back then the race was only 1.7 miles

Saintsmen trot their way through the north gate shortly after the start of the race.
long, allowing the race’s first ever nonElite runner, Joe Del Villar (‘55), to run
the course in an impressive nine minutes
and forty-five seconds.
While winners in recent years have
been awarded medals and gifted frozen
turkeys to be taken home to their families,
this was not always the case. When first
prize was awarded to Del Villar in 1955,
he was given a live turkey. The second
place finisher, Horace Webster, won a live
duck, and the third runner, Ernest Teer, re-

ceived a live chicken.
“When I was a student, they would
bring the turkey onto the field after the
race and let it loose. The winner of the
trot would then have to catch it. Only after
that could he take it home,” said Deacon
Hardick (‘57)
Mr. Dent won the prize of the live turkey during his senior year of high school
in 1990. A couple years later, Saints
stopped awarding live animals to the top
finishers (there were concerns about ani-

Buncom a Silver Pigskin Finalist
By Rex Hammock ('15)
STAFF WRITER

Mesa College. Friday, September 2, 2011. Frank Buncom IV's first
high school football game. As the first
freshman ever to start the opening varsity game for the Saints, Frank Buncom
was already a well-known name around
campus. And while the parents and fans
filling up the stands for that night’s
game certainly were aware of Number
5's accomplishments, they had yet to truly see him in action. No one knew how
this kid would actually perform. After
only five plays their questions were answered.
The hit that sent the Carlsbad runningback four feet downfield, and his
helmet even further, is one that will be
remembered by all who attended that
2011 opening game. That hit also set the
stage for the rest of Frank Buncom's career.
Three years and over 250 tackles later, Frank Buncom is now the team captain. In addition to receiving over thirty
Division I scholarship offers, Buncom is
a finalist for the most prestigious award
offered to San Diego prep football players: the Prep Pigskin Silver Pigskin
award.
“Saints football has captivated my
life over the past four years, and winning this award would bring our storied
football program the recognition it deserves,” he said. “This award wouldn't
only reward my own accomplishments,
but those of the team as well.”
Voting for the award closes on December 14, and no matter the result,
Buncom is thankful for his friends and
family who voted for him.
“Thank you all and may God bring
His blessings into your life.”
Buncom prepares for the game against Mira Mesa.

Alex Danilowicz ('15)

Alex Danilowicz ('15)
mal cruelty). Nevertheless, the Turkey
Trot remained an important tradition, and
the ASB even brought in and displayed
a live turkey at last year’s race. The bird
escaped during block five, and as most
Saintsmen will remember, it made for a
fun end to the day.
Although Saintsmen no longer have
to wrangle a live turkey to the ground on
race day, as was the case in 1955, the Turkey Trot continues to be a vital part of the
Saints experience.

➤ CIF Champs
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run before delivering his team’s second
touchdown, pushing the score to 7-14.
The Saints rallied toward the end of
the second quarter, as Elijah Preston set
up Francoise Simms’s 6-yard dive to tie
the score at 14-14. However, Madison’s
Shaheed Madyun would rush seven yards
to carry a 14-21 Madison lead into halftime.
“We couldn’t stop Kareem Coles, and
Frank went out of the game,” Coach Sanchez said. “We had to change our strategy
on defense, making some personnel and
coverage adjustments to slow them down
enough to get them off the field and give
our offense a chance to win.”
The Warhawks maintained their lead
into the second half, with the Saints keeping the score in the balance with efforts by
Elijah Preston, Thomas Goodridge, and
Darrell Broussard.
Francoise Simms brought the Saints
roaring back into the game with a 3-yard
touchdown in the opening minutes of the
fourth quarter. A last-second pass from
Thomas Goodridge sent receiver Jacob
Baker to the ground in the endzone as Madison’s Gabe Jimenez attempted furiously
to rend the ball from his hands. An official
touchdown call later, the Saints were San
Diego Section Division I CIF champions
by a final score of 49-42.
“I knew that he was going to come
down with the ball the whole time. I just put
it up there so that Baker could be Baker,”
said quarterback Thomas Goodridge.
“I did it for the seniors who don’t get to
play anymore for us,” Jacob Baker said. “I
knew that no matter what I was not going to
let anyone take that ball from me.”
This has been the kind of season and
the kind of championship game of which
Saints football legends are made. It would
be easy to imagine Jacob Baker recounting
his “three seconds to go” victory well into
his senior years.
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Saints Juniors Catch
Senioritis Early
By Jacques Paye ('16)
EDITOR

Over the past three months,
three groups of Saintsmen have spent a
Thursday visiting and eating with residents
of Nazareth House, a senior living facility, in what is hoped to become yet another
facet of community service at St. Augustine
High School.
The trips grew out of an effort to give
the junior class an experience fully contained within the school day, along the same
lines as the trips to St. Vincent de Paul during sophomore year.
“I spoke to the folks at Nazareth house,
and they came back with the idea of us coming by about once a month to simply share a
meal and have a conversation with the residents,” Fr. Kirk said.
Students left Saints at 11:30 AM, taking
a twenty minute van ride to the retirement
community run by the Sisters of Nazareth,
situated near Mission San Diego de Alcalá. When they arrived, Saintsmen joined
residents for lunch as Fr. Kirk’s van drove
away.
“One of the things that really sets the
Nazareth House opportunity apart from
St. Vincent de Paul is that we drop students
off, and leave them there alone on purpose,” Fr. Kirk said. “It’s part of a process
by which we hope will inculcate a desire for
service that is not necessarily developed under the watchful eye of a chaperone.”
Students were given the freedom to
choose a group of residents with whom to
sit, and spent the next hour or so eating and
conversing.
“It was enjoyable getting to spend some

December 2014

Chaplain's
Corner
By Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A.
COLUMNIST

Jesus: the Human Face of Love

Juniors and seniors bond over lunch.
time with older folks and acquire a unique
perspective on what it was like growing up
for them and how their experiences could
be compared to our own,” junior Alex Karaniwan said.
Such bonding, while perhaps out of the
ordinary, was not unforeseen.
“One consistent highlight of intergenerational ministry is the often unexpected
connection between teenagers and senior
citizens. Some say it’s because they share a
common enemy, namely the generation inbetween,” Fr. Kirk said.
“It was really interesting learning from
these people’s life experiences. They drew

Max Brandon ('16)
on their experiences to give us advice for
our own lives,” junior Dominic Oshana
said.
In the future, Father Kirk hopes to make
service opportunities like this one a regular
fixture on the Campus Ministry calendar.
“What is particularly great about this
service trip is that it is an opportunity to
have one-on-one encounters with people.
My hope is that we will be able to do this
with a few other agencies around San Diego
in the future.”
The next trip to Nazareth House is open
to all juniors and is slated for an upcoming
Thursday. Talk to Fr. Kirk for more details.

In a few days we will be celebrating
Christmas, the birth of Jesus. But, who is
this Jesus? He is God made a man. Simply
put, he is everything that God is and everything that we are, except for sin. All we can
say about God, we can say about Jesus. All
that we are—our intellect, will, imagination,
body, etc.—Jesus is. Jesus was truly God
and truly a human being.
Why Jesus? It seems that God, who is
love, needs a human face. God is love. This
is abstract; divine love, divine grace can be
incomprehensible to us. We need something
concrete. Love becomes enfleshed in the
face of Jesus. Mary, Joseph, the shepherds
see and contemplate God’s love in the face
of Jesus. “In the countryside there were
shepherds…The angels of the Lord appeared
to them…Listen, I bring you news of great
joy to be shared by all the people. Today in
the town of David a savior has been born
to you; he is Christ the Lord. And there is a
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped
in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”
(Luke 2: 8-13) Are we not drawn to a baby
child? The attraction is infectious. Does not
the baby child have an unrestrained gift of
love s/he offers to everyone they meet? Can
we not see the God of love in the face of the
child Jesus?
Does it all stop there in contemplation at
the crib? No. God’s love needs our human
face. Jesus is no longer visible, physically
present in the world. Jesus remains present in his people, in his Body, the Church,
in us. God needs our human face to reflect
SEE
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Stoddard Knits Plan to Help
Hogar Infantil Orphanage
By Michael Cline ('15)
EDITOR
The Christmas season is upon
us and Saintsmen are finding ever-innovative ways to give during this festive
season. A unique fundraiser that recently
appeared on the Saints campus was organized by senior Andrew Stoddard in
conjunction with the Hogar Infantil Orphanage Club, of which he is Executive Officer for Activities. The club, whose focus
lies mainly in scheduling trips to the orphanage in Tijuana, began selling caps
last week to benefit the orphans, who are
especially in need of assistance during the
holidays.
For the price of $15, Saintsmen walked
away with a custom hand-knit beanie,
and the knowledge that their generosity
made a major impact on the lives of those
in need. In total, the fundraiser brought in
over $650 to benefit Hogar Infantil La Gloria.
“The Hogar Infantil Orphanage is always in need of donations and support,”
Stoddard said. “I thought selling beanies to
benefit the orphanage would be a creative
way for students to give back to the kids,
and in exchange, receive a one-of-a-kind
beanie.”
The fundraiser was a complete success,
as the club sold every beanie within a couple days. The caps have already become a
recurring sight on and around campus.
“When I heard about the beanie drive,
I thought it was a great cause to be a part
of,” said senior Austin Beaulieu, who sup-

(Left to right) Seniors Eric Lujan, Andrew Stoddard, and David Valley.
ported the fundraiser. “The fundraiser also
came at a perfect time, in conjunction with
the stormy weather.”
The successful beanie fundraiser was
complemented by last weekend’s Mingle
and Jingle, held at USD for Saints families,
at which an additional $450 was raised
thanks to the generosity of parents. With

over $1,000 collected on behalf of the orphans, the Hogar Infantil Orphanage Club
will use the money to purchase Christmas
gifts for the children this holiday season.
The club has organized a trip to Tijuana
this upcoming Saturday, at which time the
children will receive their gifts.
The beanies were all handcrafted by

Christopher Sanchez ('15)
Stoddard’s friend, Mrs. Park. With her continued support, he and the Hogar Infantil
Orphanage Club are working to replenish
the supply.
“We’ll have to wait and see if we can
reintroduce the beanies,” Stoddard said.
“I’m hopeful we can host another fundraiser like this one soon.”

December 2014
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his love in the world. We reveal God, who is
love, to each other. Our contemplation flows
over into loving action. God extends his
love on the earth through us. Let God love
you through others; and let God love others
through you!
God gave a gift to the world, and it was
the right size for everyone! Praise God for
this gift of his Son!
Have a blessed Christmas and gracefilled New Year of the Lord!
A Post Script:
“The Lord has sent us to evangelize
men. But have you ever reflected on what
it is to evangelize me? To evangelize a man
is to say to him: you too, are loved by God
in the Lord Jesus. And not only to say it to
him, but to really think it. And not only to
think it, but to relate to this man in such a
way that he senses and discovers that there
is something redeemed in him, something
greater and nobler than he ever imagined,
something that awakens in him a new
consciousness of himself. That is what it
means to announce the Good News. But
that becomes possible only by offering
him your friendship: a friendship that is
real, unselfish, without condescension, full
of confidence and profound esteem”
Eloi Leclerc

CAMPUS LIFE

Why High
School
Journalism
Matters

By Alexander Danliowicz ('15)
Journalism deserves a place in high
school education.
Mr. Hecht recently told his Comparative Religions class that “education subdues
ignorance.” There is no better way to overcome ignorance than with journalism.
Student journalism allows teenagers to
experience the supposedly inviolable power
of free speech granted by the U.S. Constitution. The Student Press Law Center aims to
protect the freedom of the press for student
journalists in high schools, and there’s now
a large body of law supporting public high
school newspapers.
Saints is not a public school, but the
administration nevertheless funds student
news outlets such as The Augustinian, and
sees the value in providing its students
with experiences in journalism. I commend
Saints for having a newspaper.
In my three and a half years at this
school, I’ve discovered that The Augustinian is a chance to connect with the public
life of Saints. At 120 pounds, I never had
the athletic ability to join the school’s football program, but through the newspaper, I
made it onto the field, interviewing coaches
and quarterbacks. My time on the newspaper has opened up incredible opportunities.
In my college applications, I’ve listed my
work on The Augustinian as “my best learning experience,” and it’s been the basis of
almost all my college essays.
Aside from learning how to connect with
the community and meet deadlines, work-
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ing for the newspaper has taught me how to
be agreeable in the midst of disagreements,
to lead with influence rather than power,
and to take responsibility for what I say and
what I write.
High school newspapers should take a
stand on important issues, rather than keep
to the kind of promotional reporting that
relegates the real stories to the shadows.
Students want to feel informed. If they are
denied the truth, suddenly hallways and
classrooms become gossip round tables.
Hard-news coverage shouldn’t feed on
excitement, but rather add clarity to developing stories when rumors tend to spread
rapidly. The administration should always
seek to provide guidance to prevent misreporting, which undermines the credibility of
the school as a whole.
If journalism has taught me anything,

Saintsman Andres Bustos
Wins Matthew 25 Award
By David Valley ('15)
EDITOR
On November 20, senior Andres Bustos was invited to the University
of San Diego by Catholic Charities for a
Mass and recognition dinner at which he
was awarded the Matthew 25 medal for
outstanding and compassionate service.
The Matthew 25 ceremony is a celebration to recognize parishioners, individuals,
or couples nominated by their pastors and
parishes, who, through their compassionate service, exemplify Christ’s ministry to
those in need. It is given to those whose
service embodies the message of the gospel of Matthew chapter 25: “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me drink...Amen I say to
you, whatever you did for the least of my
brothers, you did for me.”
Bustos was chosen by faculty members
as well as his peers, who felt that his service was characteristic of this gospel message.
Besides Bustos, two other Catholic
high schoolers were presented with the
award this year: Tori Mullenix of OLP and
Diego Alvarado of Mater Dei. Previous
Saints winners include Ivan Herholz (‘14),
Nick Munoz (‘13), and Andrew Vasquez
(‘12). This marks the fourth consecutive
year that a Saintsman has participated in
the ceremony.
“I was surprised [and pleased] to hear
that I had been chosen to receive the
award,” Bustos said. “The Mass was very
pleasant, and the dinner fantastic. The
medal itself I’ll keep with me for a long
time.”

Eric Lujan
Managing Editor

it’s that an honest reflection on what we value can guide us toward the brightest future.
For these reasons, the editors of The Augustinian should always continue its proud
tradition in welcoming criticism. When people stop criticizing, they've usually stopped
caring.
I hope that the Saints administration will
continue to recognize that the closer it adheres to the freedom of the press, the more
St. Augustine High School will benefit from
the principles of journalism.
There could be no Unitas or Caritas
without Veritas.
Danilowicz is a senior at Saints.
He served as editor-in-chief of
The Augustinian from 2013-2014. Last
summer he worked as a paid-intern for
U-T San Diego.

Saintsman
Trey Kell
On SDSU
Starting
Five
By Christian Onwuka ('15)
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
Saintsman George “Trey” Kell
(‘14) was a basketball standout in high
school. He earned a varsity starting spot
his sophomore year, and as a junior, helped
Saints win the 2013 CIF Division III State
Championship, leading the team and scoring thirty points.
Now, as a freshman at San Diego State
University, Kell participated his first collegiate game against Point Loma Nazarene.
He put up ten points as the Aztecs coasted
to an easy win. Fortunately, Kell was able
to reflect with us on his time spent at Saints
and his promising future at San Diego State.
How did your experience playing at
Saints help you in your current game?
The main thing I learned playing at
Saints was that nothing worth having will
come easy. During our championship run,
we nearly lost the semi-final game against
Chaminade and came close to defeat during
the actual championship game against Sacred Heart Cathedral. It wasn’t an easy ride
to the title; we had to put in some real work.
You are currently starting at San
Diego State at the point guard position,
yet you mostly played shooting guard
in high school and AAU ball. Was the
transition through positions hard for you

Andres Bustos and fellow winner Tori Mullenix.

Andres Bustos ('15)

SEE
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Holy Hip-Hoppin' Fr. Mark

“We are a revolution people.”
Many of us have heard Fr. Mark Menegatti’s
signature phrase during one of his raps at
Mass. But very few know the origins, extent,
or goals of Fr. Mark’s musical hobby, so we
at The Augustinian decided to ask him some
of the questions that might arise when one
listens to a rapping priest.

Continued from Page 5

Was the transition from high school
to college ball difficult?
It was somewhat difficult; the physicality of the college game was different, along
with the speed of the game being much
faster than in high school. Other than that, I
feel as if everything is the same or similar.

What inspires your music?
Since I was in seventh grade, almost
twenty years ago, I have been expressing
what comes from my heart. Much of my
inspiration comes from Mass prayers and
Scripture passages.

What genre would your music be considered? What are some common themes
throughout your work?
Hip-Hop is a culture based around four
elements (DJing, Rapping, Breakdancing,

➤ Trey All Day

to adjust to?
The challenge came with having to be
more of a vocal leader on the court, along
with knowing the specifics of every play.
As the point guard, everyone on the court
follows your command, so you have to be
sure of what you’re doing, and be confident
in your decisions.

By Eric Lujan ('15)
MANAGING EDITOR

Do you sell your raps? What do you
plan on doing with your profits?
The Gospel is free. So, my music is
available at no cost on Bandcamp, a website
for indie artists who want to make their music available for free or at a price defined by
the listener/customer. Essentially this website is set up so that fans can make a donation for the music.
As I have taken a vow of poverty, I personally have no interest in money. This is
one reason why I can't bring myself to put
my music on iTunes. Half of my proceeds
goes to Hogar Infantil, and the other half
goes to the Augustinians to offset costs of
my music. I don't get very much at all, but
if I were to get several hundred or thousand
dollars on my music, I would probably give
a whole lot more to Hogar Infantil and other
charities.

December 2014

How would you define your role on
the team?
My current role at San Diego State is
to score the ball and play great team defense, because defense is the key to winning games.

Check out Along Babylon's Streets, Fr. Mark's newest album. Courtesy of Fr. Mark
and Graffiti). Most of what we call hip-hop
should not be labeled as such. I use breakbeats, samples, etc., like they did in classic
hip-hop as opposed to pop-rap. I call my
music hip-hop and would argue that some of
what we call hip-hop today actually is not.

or speak. I have done a few of these already.
My next series of albums, which are in
progress, are inspired by the seasons and
feasts of the Catholic Liturgical Year. I have
finished most of the songs about Advent and
Christmas, and have several more in tow.

What are your goals for your music?
(Where do you see yourself ten years
from now as a musician?)
My ministry of retreats here on campus is a serious commitment and focus of
mine, so it does preclude going on rap tours.
I would like to go to more parish youth
groups or college Catholic ministries to rap

Does anyone else use your music (e.g.
to spread the word of God)?
I have had a handful of emails from catechists and teachers who have used a song or
my album in one of their classes.
Make sure to check out Fr. Mark’s
work—for free—at:
http://ephremhiphop.bandcamp.com/

Besides the State Championship
game, what was the most memorable moment of your Saints career?
The most memorable, excluding the
championship game, would have to be the
game right before: the Southern California
Championship game against Chaminade,
which allowed us to move on to the State
finals.
Summarize your expectations for the
rest of the season.
My expectations for this year are to win
the conference title and potentially reach
the Final Four in the NCAA tournament.
I’m looking forward to playing deep into
March.
Check out Kell and the rest of the San
Diego State basketball team as they play,
hopefully bringing another championship
home to San Diego.

Saints Players Cast a Godspell
By Ian Haliburton ('18)
STAFF WRITER
The Saints Players have just
witnessed another year of casting, rehearsing, and producing come to fruition with
the four performances of their fall play
Godspell. The show opened on November
19 with a vibrant cast that was eager to
evangelize with theatrics.
This year, the production featured a
total cast size of nineteen, including two
freshmen, Andrew Moura and Natalia Tiller. With senior Eammon Garland preparing the way as John the Baptist, the company was lead through the Paschal mystery
by senior Bryan Riel, who headlined the
play as Jesus. One of the distinct aspects of
this play included audience participation.
Each night, random audience members
were brought onstage to act in parables
with the characters.
“I thought the actors and music were fantastic,” senior Alexander
Agpaoa said. “It was great to see the number of people there to provide support, and
I thought the audience involvement for this
play was hilarious.”
This Saints production eschewed the
Players’ traditional venue, the Birch North
Park Theater, crossing the San Diego Bay
to a new home at the Coronado School of
the Arts.
“The Birch North Park Theater is under new management, and its owner decided to take it in a different direction,”
said the play's director, Mr. Bernens. “The
image of the theater is undergoing major change, physically and with regard to
whom they host.”
Despite the theater change, the turnout
for all four performances was solid. Many
could simply not resist seeing the goofy ac-

Cast of Godspell poses for a photo before opening night.
tors share the Gospel with a modern twist,
listening to the band rock out, or see the art
club’s work on the sets.
“Being in Godspell was an honor,”
Bryan Riel said. “Working with our director, Mr. Bernens, is always a treat, as was
the journey with the cast, crew, and everyone else involved in the production. Jesus
is the biggest role I've ever played in my

acting career, and it was a great experience
for my last fall Saints play.”
The play was nominated for the prestigious Ben Vereen High School Drama
Award, so for the time being, the Saints
Players are waiting with bated breath. As
the fall season draws to a close, another
dramatic journey is set to begin in the
spring.

Girolamo Carini ('15)
“For those who are interested in
joining Drama, for those who love to
entertain, as well as for those who are
curious about what it's like to act,” Riel
said, “don't be afraid to join and audition
for future productions. Each and every
Saints play is a really fun and memorable
experience.”
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“Lazer Lu” Owns a
Business Too

Villa Leads
Band of Aides
By Kyle Cato ('15)
STAFF WRITER

By Christopher Heffner ('15)
STAFF WRITER

It’s not unusual to hear about a
former Saintsman becoming a CEO. It is unusual, however, to see a current Saintsman
become one. Senior Eric Lujan (aka “Laser
Lu”) recently celebrated the official launch
of ROE Host, LLC, a company he co-founded. He is currently filing paperwork in order
to be legally recognized as its chief executive officer.
ROE Host is a service that allows clients
to host websites or multiplayer game servers, such as Minecraft, and can run other applications like Mumble. The company provides servers, personalized setup assistance,
and 24/7 support to help customers have the
best experience possible.
“Our mission is to offer premium servers for an affordable price,” Lujan said. “We
take pride in our game and web hosting, as
well as our support team which is eager to
answer questions and provide assistance to
help our customers succeed.”
As the putative CEO of ROE Host, Lujan is responsible for the administration of
the company. He runs many of its operations and handles finances and paperwork.
In addition, he is constantly working with
his development team to realize new ideas
and think of ways to improve the user experience.
ROE Host started over the summer
when Lujan teamed up with Danish friend
Nicolaj “Roe” Rørvig, after whom the company is named. Roe has had plenty of experience with server networks and was already
operating a small hosting service that he and
Lujan grew into the business it is today. The

Visit https://roehost.net/ for more information.
duo has since expanded and now consists of
a four-person team which turned into an official Limited Liability Company (LLC) in
October of 2014.
Although ROE Host is relatively new,
the development team already has big plans
for its future. They are currently working on
new software called ROE Con.
“It’s basically a complete rewrite of the
whole ROE Host infrastructure, designed to
provide a more intuitive and robust user interface for developers on their customizable
servers. It allows for even more options than
we have currently,” Lujan said.
Exciting developments like this, in conjunction with word-of-mouth advertising

Max Brandon ('16)

and promotions from several YouTubers
have helped Eric and his team win over
plenty of new clients. Many customers are
attracted to the connections that they can
build with the team. The ROE Host website
features the words, “One of the great things
about being a small company is in the way
we develop relationships with our clients.
You are not just a number to be handled.”
For our readers, Lujan has created a special discount.
“If you are interested in any of the services my company provides,” Lujan said,
“please use the code ‘TheAugustinianSpecial’ at checkout for 20% off any order, and
let me know what you think!”

After sustaining a major injury in
college, Ms. Villa decided to go into sports medicine, and these days she is imparting her knowledge to Saintsmen in the classroom.
In the Sports Medicine class, students learn
how to tape, provide therapy, and serve as first
responders to an athletic emergency. They are required to have completed fifty hours of volunteer
time by the end of the year. These hours can be
completed by helping Coach Villa tape before a
practice, set up before a game, or assist athletes
on the field.
Students in the class enjoy Ms. Villa’s active teaching style, the knowledge of the subject
they acquire, and most importantly, the Nike
pullovers that identify them as sports medicine
scholars.
“I love how the class takes a truly handson approach,” senior Sam Matney said. “It has
helped me maintain my health throughout the
football season.”
After completing each lesson, students are
asked to create a skit that recreates a possible real-life situation. These skits have simulated what
to do during an allergic reaction while at a baseball game, sudden cardiac arrest during football
practice, or what to do after lacerating a finger
while cooking dinner.
“Coach Villa’s lessons have taught me to
remain calm in the presence of blood or when
faced with any other traumatic situation,” said
senior Christopher Sanchez. It’s extremely practical and the techniques we develop within the
classroom are true life skills.”
So far this year, students have learned to
identify proper anatomical movement and have
obtained advanced knowledge of basic first aid.
Looking forward to the second semester, students hope to achieve CPR certification and to
compete for the title of fastest taper.

From our family to
yours, the editors
of The Augustinian
would like to wish
all its readers a very
Merry Christmas.

Life at Saints
Would anyone
like to lead prayer?

Nobody?

By Eammon Garland ('15)
and Christian Lloyd ('15)

PRE-E-EPARE YE

THE WAY
OF THE
LORD!!!

