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Principal Horne and Assistant Principal Hecht discuss the plan for the future of our school.
By Ian Harkness ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
St. Augustine High School is
everchanging. Just ten years ago, Villanova and Mendel hall had not been built, the
block schedule had not been implemented,
and we did not yet have Intersession. Over
these last few years, Saints has improved,

and when considering the future, one can
confidently say that it will continue to do
so – the question is how.
Much of the focus of the past decade
has been on the development of buildings,
and the renovation of our 93 year old campus. But after the forthcoming “Phase II,”
the school’s renovations will be complete-

ly finished. Accordingly, the administration is shifting its focus from bettering our
campus to bettering our curriculum.
A major component of the future Saints
is technology. In the past, St. Augustine
has focused on infrastructure, most impressively the server upgrades which boosted
SEE
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The fire alarm that sounded
Tuesday morning was accidentally triggered
by a sophomore in room 318 during the
block 1-2 passing period, as confirmed by the
St. Augustine High School administration.
The student claimed his backpack inadvertently bumped an alarm in Mr. Bachynsky’s room.
“We found out who it was and I called
him in to talk to me,” said Mr. O’Beirne,
Assistant Principal for Student Services. “It
appears it was an accident.”
The alarm was set off at 9:46 A.M.
Saintsmen soon made their way to the upper
field. Minutes later, a firetruck was spotted,
indicating it was not a drill. The fire department determined the campus safe.
“It’s why we practice,” said Mr. Hecht,
Assistant Principal for Academics. “We are
here to educate, but the health, safety, and
well-being of our students is paramount.”
Every time the fire alarm system at Saints
is triggered, the local emergency services
unit is immediately notified via the building’s built-in communication system, as per
fire building code regulations.
“We all make mistakes,” Hecht said. “But
if it were a prank or an ill-conceived attempt
at being funny, students need to be aware that
you’re impacting not just our campus, but the
city of San Diego by pulling emergency vehicles away from real, life-saving situations.”
Purposely pulling a fire alarm without an
emergency is a class one misdemeanor, and
at Saints, can result in expulsion.
Tuesday’s incident, however, was officially ruled an accident.

Father Gary Steps Down as
Western Provincial
By Matt Danaher ('16)
STAFF WRITER
Very Rev. Gary Sanders’s
eight-year tenure as Prior Provincial of the
Province of Saint Augustine came to an
end on January 27.
Over two four-year terms in this capacity, Fr. Gary, class of 1967, directed the
operations of the Order of St. Augustine
in the western regions of the United States
and Canada.
“The role of the Provincial is to make
sure that the work being done by the Augustinians in their province is good work
which makes the people happy and productive,” Fr. Gary said.
As provincial, Fr. Gary maintained a
strong relationship with St. Augustine High
School’s students, parents, and faculty. He
celebrated Wednesday Mass several times
during each school year, and at the Mass
before Thanksgiving Break, would give
the student body the following Wednesday
off.
Fr. Gary sat on the Saints Board of
Directors and appointed Augustinians to
serve as members.

“At Saints, Fr. Gary’s job is to oversee
the Augustinian mission and values of the
school,” Principal Horne said.
Fr. Gary carried out his duties in close
geographical proximity to the Saints community, owning a house just across from
the monastery until recently.
He retains fond memories of Saints,
particularly from his time as provincial.
“I think the thing I most enjoyed as
Provincial was living in the St. Augustine
community, and the house I lived in was
right across the street from Saints,” he said.
“My favorite part of the day when I was
in San Diego was when we met in prayer
at 5:15 in the evening, and afterwards we
went up and talked to each other for a social period. There was a lot of laughter, and
I felt our community got stronger because
of our participation in it.”
Although students are unanimously
thankful to Fr. Gary as a perennial harbinger of a day of rest, he has not failed to
make a mark on the Augustinians of his
province as well.
SEE
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Fr. Gary ('67) with Bishop Brom at Saints in 2006.
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the school’s Wi-Fi capabilities. Previously, the network could only support a few
hundred simultaneous connections; today
it can support several thousand. Having
established a stable network, the administration is now turning towards using that
infrastructure efficiently.
One of the first steps is the school’s
embracing of Canvas, the learning management system designed as a central hub
through which students can check grades
and upcoming assignments, communicate
with teachers, and much more. The move
aims to eliminate the current patchwork of
websites Saintsmen must use in order to
complete assignments. Some Saintsmen,
especially those who’ve taken classes from
Mr. Igelman or Coach Kamp, are already
familiar with Canvas. But those who are
not surely will get up to speed over the next
few years.
“The idea is not to go systemwide just
yet, but to get feedback from parents and
students so that when we do a schoolwide
launch, we’ve ironed out the bugs,” Mr.
Hecht said.
With so many competing programs,
some Saintsmen might be wondering why
Saints has decided on Canvas. An important part of the answer lies not in what
Canvas has the potential to do, but what
it’s already doing nationwide. Canvas has
already been adopted by colleges across
the country, including Gonzaga, Villanova, Harvard, Princeton, and the Juilliard
School of Music. This collegiate ubiquity
is a clear incentive for St. Augustine’s
adoption. Students who learn how to navigate Canvas now will be even better prepared for the next level of education. For
a college prep school like St. Augustine,
that’s the name of the game.
But the school will do more than introduce new web tools. One of the most

CAMPUS LIFE
important aspects of a future Saints will
be the introduction of a new type of curriculum that will build on the success of
Intersession. In the next few years, Saints
will begin to introduce new, more hands on
classes as part of the regular terms.
“Learning ought to be fun,” Mr. Horne
said. “I don’t see a lot of guys running
around saying give me more AP classes,
though they are important, but I do see
guys saying I really love that aquatic sports
class. This is our opportunity to create fun
in the learning environment. It’s the starting point.”
To kick off this move, Saints will be
bringing a woodworking Intersession class
into the curriculum next year. If it goes
well, we just might see a regular term
woodworking class. Additionally, the administration is considering bringing in a
choir class.
“We don’t have the class, but we’ve got
a choir, and for years we’ve never really
had to rely on a class because the talent has
just surfaced,” Mr. Horne said. “The truth
is that we can a help a guy discover that
he’s a great singer, we could be breeding
talent.”
These additions are part of what makes
Saints so special. While so many other
schools are moving more towards the common core, or otherwise restrictive guidelines, Saints is staying true to its roots,
without sacrificing academics.
“Sometimes people misunderstand;
just because it’s fun doesn’t mean you’re
not getting phenomenal content,” Mr.
Horne said. “We believe you should get to
be a teenage boy.”
The results speak for themselves. Since
the institution of Intersession in 2008,
AP scores have actually risen across the
board – despite one month less instruction. It seems that letting boys be boys has
worked out fine so far, and in the coming
few years, Saints should continue churning
out some fine men.

➤ Fr. Gary
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“I am very grateful he put me here
at Saints, I could not have asked for any
more,” Fr. Kirk said.
Having earned honorable discharge
from his provincial duties, Fr. Gary is already planning a future that includes some
short-term recuperation.
“The Augustinians gave me a six
month sabbatical, so what I’m doing is relaxing, going to the gym, and I am also going to take a long vacation in April. Mostly,
it’s been very nice for me to chill out for a
while. I have to meet with the new provincial and find out in what way I can be of
service to the province still.”
Rest assured, Saintsmen will continue
to see him around Saints in the future, if
not more than before.
“Fr. Gary has been an excellent provincial, not for just those who work in California, but also in the school,” Fr. Bob said.
“He has also been a good Augustinian influence at St. Augustine High School, and
his heart is with us. We can be thankful that
he was so supportive of us.”
No matter where his next steps take
him, Fr. Gary carries with him the satisfaction of his work as Provincial.
“The most important thing I did was
meeting with the individual Augustinians,
just because they’re really great people,”
he said. “Each of them is different and
when we come together for community,
it’s great. I felt very privileged to see the
wonderful work the Augustinians were doing everywhere and I enjoyed being at St.
Augustine. The transition has been very
smooth and I am very happy that Fr. Kevin
is the provincial.,” Fr. Gary said.
The Very Rev. Kevin Mullins has succeeded Fr. Gary as provincial. Next issue,
The Augustinian will interview Fr. Kevin
and introduce him to our readers.
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Europe Trip Skips Paris in Light
of Charlie Hebdo Attacks
By Gian Ferrer ('17)
STAFF WRITER

By Eric Lujan ('15)
MANAGING EDITOR
In Paris, France, two masked
gunmen brutally murdered twelve employees from the Charlie Hebdo magazine on January 7, just as the Saints European Exploration Intersession class was
preparing to cross the English Channel to
France.
“I was very surprised. Honestly, I
knew that there was tension, but we never
expected something like that to happen,”
junior Ramiro Lopez said.
“We knew about the attack in Paris
one day before we were going to head to
France,” sophomore Anthony Valencia
said, “but we weren’t really scared because we weren’t that close to France.”
Before the shooting, the group was
enjoying their time in London. The
original plan was to spend seven days in
England, and two in France. However,
the terrorist activities forced EF Tours to
adjust their schedule for the safety and
comfort of their group. They ended up
staying in London for two more days.
“It was very sad that innocent people
were attacked and killed. There was a
little frustration because, as a society, it
seems that we always have to deal with
these acts of terrorism. I was worried because when the attacks first happened we
were halfway through our trip. EF Tours
finally told us that it wasn’t safe, and that
many plans we had could not be done,”
said the European Exploration class
teacher, Mr. Linville.

Saintsmen witnessed this memorial for the victims of the attack outside The National Gallery in London.
Despite these attacks, the group still
enjoyed their time abroad. They had traveled to numerous places, including London,
Winchester, Stonehenge, Bath, Stratfordupon-Avon, and Oxford. During their extra two days in London, the group visited
Greenwich to see the Prime Meridian and
the Cutty Sark ship. In the evening, they
even had the privilege of seeing a play on
EF Tour's dime, The Scottsboro Boys.

The European Exploration class was
still able to enjoy their time together. They
immersed themselves in English culture,
exploring historical sights, classic hotels,
and various cuisines.
“We barely slept the whole trip. There
was always something exciting to do—even
late at night, we would stay up playing card
games with our new friends from other traveling classes,” sophomore Kyle Faulkner

Mr. Matt Linville
said.
“While it was disappointing not to visit
Paris, I believe EF Tours made the right
decision to keep us in London for another
couple days. We still had a blast because
they kept us busy with events. If anyone is
interested in a trip like this, I would strongly recommend they take the opportunity. It
was an unforgettable experience,” senior
Eric Lujan said.

February 2015

ADVERTISMENT

Page 3

Page 4

SPORTS

February 2015

OLP Cheerleading:
An Inside Look

Chaplain's
Corner

By Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A.
COLUMNIST

Ever wonder how we can reconcile our Christian beliefs in dealing with the
terrorism, barbarism, and violence we see
today? Jesus tells us: Love your neighbor
as yourself...do no harm to another...do not
judge the motives of others...love your enemies...those we want to have love us, we
have to love first. The following insightful
article by Sr. Joan Chittister helps us answer
those questions.

By Alexis Breeze ('16)
OLP CORRESPONDENT

OLP cheerleaders make appearances at St. Augustine assemblies and sporting events. What Saintsmen don’t know is
that they compete with other high schools.
With OLP’s squad participating in nationals this year, The Augustinian sought some
insight into the daily lives of a Pilot cheerleader. The following is an edited reprint
from the Pilot Press.
What is the atmosphere before a competition?
Many girls have many different ways to
prepare for a competition. Some people get
ready quietly, keeping to themselves and
their Starbucks, while others blast their favorite Pandora station for motivation. There
are always a few girls who are sweating bullets while we stretch, but fellow cheerleaders are always there for support.
What is a competition like from the
perspective of a cheerleader?
A cheer competition is a very fun and
overwhelming environment. When you
walk into the event, there are various booths
selling anything from bedazzled sports bras
to bows of every shape and size. It may be
a bit much at first, but after two or three
competitions, it becomes such a normality
that you do not begin to notice the bins full
of shorts varying in sizes. You can always
find a giant line of cheerleaders and parents
waiting in line to purchase action shots or a
video of the performance.
How has Varsity prepared for competitions this season?
Our Varsity Intermediate team has been

The Pilot Press
The OLP Cheerleading team in competition.
preparing to dominate at competitions this and as we stand behind the curtain or wall,
season. After seeing all their hard work we join hands in a circle and say a little
and dedication they have put into this team prayer just to calm our nerves.
and routine, I have all the confidence in
The OLP Pilots have trained together to
the world that they will work the floor and give it our all on those mats. Nothing makes
show all their competitors that no one mess- us happier than to represent OLP every time
es with these Lil’ Angels.
we go out on the floor. We have banded toHow has cheer brought you closer?
gether to become the unified teams of both
The time at a competition, when you Blue and Silver, a sisterhood that will forfeel closest to your teammates, is one of my ever stay in our hearts as a truly fulfilling
favorite traditions. After warm-up stunts time in our OLP careers.
and tumbling, we wait in line to perform,

Basketball Season
Moves to Playoffs

SEE
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Chris Gesell,
Frank
Buncom IV,
Commit to
Colleges

By Arman Attisha ('15)
STAFF WRITER

After a CIF victory in football,
basketball season is in full swing with the
postseason on the horizon. Sporting a 21-6
record, 10-1 in league, Saints basketball
team has an optimistic outlook for the end
of the season, and senior Daniel Caya agrees
that the future of basketball at St. Augustine
is bright, with playoffs well within reach.
“Taeshon Cherry, one of our youngest
players, has a great work ethic and ability,”
Caya said. “He will keep the team going
during playoffs and in future seasons. And
chances for playoffs are very high, especially since Coach Haupt motivates us to play
our best. Overall, our season is going great.”
Saints’ student section, The Pit, has also
been key this season for all sports, including
basketball.
“The Pit keeps the basketball team
fired up, especially during tough matchups
against teams like Lincoln,” Caya said.
“Everyone in the pit gets us pumped up and
gets in the head of the opposing team.”
As the season closes in on playoffs, The
Pit is expected to be more energetic than
ever.
“I love taking part in The Pit. It always
delivers a great atmosphere,” senior Andrew
Quinn said. “I am really looking forward to
these upcoming playoffs games, and I can't
wait for the unveiling of the new banner at
the next rally.”
Caya is not the only person that is looking forward to the rest of the season. Coach
Haupt has expressed optimism for Saints in
the coming matchups.
“We're having a great year, and this is

Nonviolent resistance, derived from
Mahatma Gandhi and modeled in this country by Martin Luther King, Jr.'s civil-rights
movement of the sixties, rests on six clear
concepts, none of them cowardly, insipid or
weak. They are, rather, a demonstration of
the kind of strength no amount of violence
can extinguish.
First, nonviolent resistance is pacifism, not passivism. The difference between armed resistance and nonviolent resistance lies simply in the means by which
the resistance is waged. Both types of resistance rest on the conviction that evil must
be challenged, but nonviolent resistance
insists that evil must not be repeated in the
effort to defeat it. The strength of nonviolent
resistance lies in its determination to do no
harm to the other in the course of resisting
harm. Gandhi wrote, “If there is blood in the
streets, it must be no one's but our own.”
Second, nonviolent resistance is committed to making friends out of enemies.
The goal of nonviolent resistance is to concentrate on issues rather than on belittling,
demeaning, destroying the people who hold
positions different from our own. Nonviolent resistance calls us to distinguish be-

By Alexander Agpaoa ('15)
STAFF WRITER

Martin Tombe ('16) passes to Eric Monroe ('16).
one of the best teams I've ever coached,”
Coach Haupt said. “We're excited as we're
on our way to winning our back to back
league titles. We're going to make a great
push in the playoffs.”
It's clear to players and fans alike that

Alex Danilowicz ('15)

Saints Basketball is on their way to a great
finish. Saintsmen are counting on them to
bring another banner to the gym. It is only a
matter of time before we see big basketball
playoff games.

The Saints community gathered in Dougherty Gym in wait for the
long-anticipated college decisions of seniors Frank Buncom IV and Chris Gesell
on January 28. St. Augustine High School
can now count two Division I football commits in its graduating class, with Buncom
selecting Stanford University and Gesell
headed to the Naval Academy.
Gesell and Buncom are captains that
demonstrated strong leadership and served
as role models to the younger players. With
their hard work and dedication to the team,
they helped pave the way to back-to-back
CIF championships.
Their success on and off the field has
made them top college prospects. Buncom’s speed and versatility have contributed to numerous scoring opportunities.
Gesell’s strength and communication skills
has made him a leader on the offensive line.
In addition to their success on the field,
both have excelled in the classroom and in
their community service. Buncom enjoys
visiting the Hogar Infantil orphanage, and
Gesell volunteers at an organization called
Bikes for Kids. Their involvement in the
community captured the attention of even
the most selective colleges.
Several Division I colleges from
SEE, Gesell-Buncom,
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tween enmity and opposition.
Third, nonviolent resistance condemns systems, ideas or policies that
oppress but never launches personal attacks against individuals who are the agents
of the system itself. If we cannot assume the
good will of those who oppose us we must
at least not judge their motives. Ideas and
systems are bigger than any single person.
To attack individuals in order to curb a sinful system only plays into the hands of the
system itself by failing to focus attention
where attention is necessary.
Fourth, nonviolent resistance absorbs physical attack without striking
back physically. Suffragettes went to jail to
win the vote and never struck a blow. Women and men faced attack dogs in Selma, Alabama, to win the right to be human beings
without themselves becoming barbaric in
the process. Nonviolent resistance unmasks
the inhumanity of oppression and gives all
of us another chance to repent and begin
again to be thinking, feeling human beings.
Fifth, nonviolent resistance refuses to
sow hate for the enemy. Hate gives foundation to hate until hate becomes a cycle
that never ends. Nonviolence vows not only
to end the oppression but to end the hate as
well. “Love your enemy” is not poetry; it is
strategy. Those we want to have love us, we
will have to love first.
Sixth, nonviolent resistance is based
on the faith that in the end justice will
come because justice is right and God is
good. Two commandments undergird nonviolence and ring in every heart: The first
is “Love your neighbor as yourself,” and
the second is “Vengeance is mine,” says the
Lord. “I will repay.” Love is our responsibility. Justice is God's.
Each of these principles taxes courage,
demands great spirituality and promises opposition equal to the length of the struggle
and the depth of the issue.
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SouthBound
to Release
2nd Album
By Dario Gutierrez ('17)
STAFF WRITER

St. Augustine’s very own band,
Southbound, is soon to release its second
album, Underground Thoughts. The album
will consist of ten original songs, along with
two previously recorded tracks.
Southbound has quickly grown to become a popular group in the Saints community, with demand rising in anticipation for
next month’s release.
“The tracks on Underground Thoughts
were inspired mostly by some of our favorite bands, Iration and Pepper,” senior
George Thomas, Southbound's guitartist
said. “Other influences such as past experiences played a role, as we tried to find ways
to relate to our fans.”
Thomas and bassist Sean Dixon are seen
as essential by other band members. “The
true credit goes to them. We just play the
beat we are asked to play to the best of our
abilities,” said drummer Nico Lamas. “We
trust them to do their thing, hoping they trust
us to do ours.”
Southbound members plan to use the
release of this new album to jumpstart their
career, after having released an EP last year.
“We just felt we needed to get more of
our music out there and satisfy the demand,”
Dixon said.
Southbound has plans to remain together
even after three of of the four members, who
are seniors, graduate from Saints in May.
They will continue to come up with music
to provide their fans with an “audible treat
that is music for both mind and body.” What
started as a hobby and small time garageband is now an aspiring band with hopes of
going far.
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Saints Players
to Put on
The Tempest
By Trevor South ('17)
STAFF WRITER
The Saints Players’ Spring performance is almost here. After twelve long
years, William Shakespeare will make a
triumphant return to the Saints stage with a
performance of The Tempest, which is set to
open this March.
The comedy focuses on the theme of
relationships, while asking the audience difficult moral questions along the way.
“The Tempest, being Shakespeare's last
work, challenges the previous tropes of
family and revenge by turning them on their
head,” Mr. Osberg said.

Senior Bryan Riel stars as Prospero, a
character that brings forth a new style which
the Saints Drama Department hopes to utilize to the fullest extent.
Christopher Bernens, who has been involved with the drama department from a
young age, looks forward to the new opportunities available in a Shakespearean work.
“It expands the theater’s horizons, providing a wonderful opportunity to experience the English language culture and philosophy of life. It’s done in a way that’s all
too forgotten today,” sophomore Christopher Bernens said.
The new sets and costumes required by
the vibrant and colorful play will be another
point of interest in the upcoming production.
Opening night is March 11th at Our
Lady of Peace, and tickets will be made
available on the Saints website.

Saintsmen See Selma
By Jacob Smart ('15)
STAFF WRITER

While Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. had a dream for the future, he probably
did not foresee his struggles appearing
nationwide on the big screen. Fifty years
after the Selma to Montgomery marches,
and the passing of the Voting Rights Act,
Selma has hit the theaters, driving home
the extent of the brutality and suffering that
the equal rights movement faced to better
the world for future generations.
Mr. Inzunza organized a viewing of
Selma for the African American Alliance
club, Loyal Sons, and Saints ASB on January 16. The event was offered in an effort
to provide background to the movement
and promote leadership inspired by Dr.
King. Many hearts were touched with 75
Saintsmen in attendance.
“I am trying to expose Saintsmen to
movies based on real-life events that promote civic awareness. This was a good
place to start and a great opportunity [to
learn],” Mr. Inzunza said.
Thanks to a tweet on Twitter from junior Martin Tombe it even received national coverage with an interview by Inside
Edition, which is available for viewing online. In the interview, Mr. Horne stressed
the value that the movie had for forming
Christian gentlemen.
“We wanted [our students] to understand what leadership is, what it is to be a
person who changes the world for the better, what it is to bring moral courage to a
situation, and the fact that there is a huge
need for all of us, especially in today’s
world, to recognize the dignity of others,”
Inzunza said.
For senior Christian Onwuka, Commissioner of Communications in the Saints
ASB and president of the African Ameri-

Senior Christian Onwuka spoke to Inside Edition about the event.
can Alliance, this opportunity to learn
outside of the classroom was particularly
memorable.
“I think everybody who attended, including myself, were ignorant as to the true
atrocities and evils that those protesters
had to deal with,” Onwuka said. “Something else that was very powerful was seeing people of all races and all creeds show-

ing their support in believing that every
human being deserves equal civil rights.”
There were many powerful moments
throughout the film, but one in particular
was truly impactful.
“The last scene was particularly moving,” Onwuka said. “Seeing what all those
leaders, from Andrew Young to John
Lewis, did with themselves following the

Inside Edition
marches. What also added to the meaning
was the playing of “Glory,” a song by John
Legend and rapper Common that conveyed
a powerful message about the importance
individuals can make when standing up for
what is right. I told everybody who asked
about Selma to watch it and bring tissues,
because it’s going to hit deep.”
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Saintsmen, Pilots Play
Beach Volleyball Tourney
By Ryan Dent ('16)
STAFF WRITER
St. Augustine High School
and Academy of Our Lady of Peace volleyball players spent their Martin Luther King
Jr. day weekend getting some exercise
and enjoying the beautiful, sunny San Diego weather in the 2nd Annual Saints and
OLP Beach Volleyball Club Tournament at
South Mission Beach on January 19.
The event was organized and planned
by Saints team mom, Alina Tan, and varsity OLP coach, Amanda Miles, bringing
Saintsmen and Pilots together in a series
of furious mixed-pair battles for court supremacy, from pool play through the championship match.
Junior Kasimir Tan and Amanda Wylie
won the gold division, taking home some
high quality volleyballs, with sophomore
Andrew Lanzrath, and Camille Castilleja
claiming first place in the silver division,
winning Sun Diego gift cards. All the volleyball aficionados who participated received hats, string bags, and tank tops from
the event’s sponsors.
The tournament was a source of valuable fundraising for both schools, with the
day’s proceeds going to the schools’ indoor
volleyball programs.
Participants in this year’s tournament,
the second ever, are already excited for its
next edition. “The Saints and OLP beach
volleyball tournament is a fun experience
for both schools because it is a way for us
to compete together,” junior Sam Dixon
said. “Any prospective volleyball players
should look forward to it next year. It was
definitely an ace.”

By Kyle Cato ('15)
STAFF WRITER
By Christopher Sanchez ('15)
EDITOR

The winning team poses on the sand.
Beyond providing enjoyable, competitive entertainment, the tournament was an
opportunity to strengthen the bond between Saints and OLP. Junior Emily Marty
described the event as “a really fun and
nice day to just relax and hang out with
friends.”
After a successful showing at the
beach, Saints volleyball players now must
turn their attention to the fast-approaching

Chris Sanchez ('15)
indoor volleyball season, a time during
which support from their brothers is vital to
success. Senior leaders Sean Dixon, Mike
Theilacker, and Carson Chandler hope to
lead their men to victory this year, so make
some time this spring to go cheer on your
fellow Saintsmen at their games and help
them bump, set, and spike their way to victory.

Saintsmen Court Success
By Christian Lloyd ('15)
STAFF WRITER
The St. Augustine High School
Mock Trial team will head to the courthouse
to compete in the fourth and final round of
the annual San Diego County High School
Mock Trial Competition on Saturday, February 28.
The Saints Mock Trial team was formed
three years ago, in the fall of 2012, and has
been developing ever since, with students
who originally joined as freshmen now taking on leadership roles. Mr. Victor Torres, a
San Diego attorney who serves as the team’s
head coach, is confident in anticipation of
the competition. “I am hoping this team can
get us into the finals this year,” Torres said.
The president of the mock trial club is
junior Jacques Paye.
“Mock Trial is a competition that occurs
every year at the San Diego Superior Court
in which schools from around the county
come together to present both sides of a
criminal case,” Paye said.
Each year, the Constitutional Rights
Foundation publishes materials, including
witness statements, diagrams and photos
pertaining to a hypothetical crime, for use
in a statewide competition. This year’s case
concerns itself with the alleged theft of a
valuable painting.
A mock trial is unique in that students
represent all parties in the case, with the
courtroom presided over by a real superior
court judge. Saintsmen portray attorneys,
the victim of the alleged theft, the accused,
art experts, and various witnesses for prosecution and defense.
Each side of the Saints team will be
matched with its counterpart at another of
the 26 schools participating this year. Trials are observed by attorney scorers who
rate the performance of each member of the

Coach
LaPorta
Engaged

The mock trial team at the San Diego court house.
teams, and the top two schools will face off
in a final round this Saturday.
Although Mock Trial is still relatively
new to St. Augustine High School, the team’s
three cases have already given Saintsmen a
taste of the legal profession. “[Mock Trial]
is a must do for those who are interested in
law, and it is done in a fun, competitive manner against other like minded students,” junior Christopher Guadarrama said.
By arguing constitutional issues, examining and cross-examining witnesses, delivering summations, and becoming familiar
with all the trappings of a criminal trial,
students develop their analytical skills while

Jacques Paye ('16)

learning to synthesize facts into a coherent
and persuasive narrative.
It also gives students the opportunity
to become acclimated with the culture and
atmosphere of a real courtroom, which can
help them discern whether law is truly the
occupation they wish to pursue.
With the 2015 season drawing to a close,
aspiring lawyers may not be able to join the
team this year, but Saints Mock Trial is always open to new members interested in
preparing for next year’s competition. As
for the team’s growth, success, and contribution to the Saints community, the verdict is
already in.

If you were wondering why
Coach LaPorta is no longer sporting a thick
beard, it’s because he recently became engaged to his girlfriend Kelly.
After dating since May of last year,
LaPorta felt that the time to propose had
come. He took advantage of her parents’
visit to San Diego to make the proposal a
family event.
LaPorta thought to take the family on
a scavenger hunt that would revisit numerous landmark locations in their relationship. Clues were given to his fiancés family, ultimately taking them as far north as
a bridge in Pasadena which LaPorta decorated appropriately.
“I was impressed with the way LaPorta proposed, and I wish him luck in his
marriage,” senior Sam Matney said, who
worked with LaPorta during football season. “From what I have seen, a creative
proposal is always a nice touch to a lasting
marriage.”
The beard won’t be coming back anytime soon, as coach LaPorta is preparing
for the wedding in Arizona. “Gotta look
good for wedding photos,” LaPorta said.
He would like to bring it back at the beginning of the next football season.
If you visit the weight room anytime
soon, be sure to congratulate coach LaPorta
on his recent engagement.

➤ Gesell-Buncom

Continued from Page 4
around the nation have offered them fullride scholarships. Buncom narrowed his
choices to UC Berkeley, Vanderbilt, Notre
Dame, and Stanford. Gesell focused on
the Air Force and Naval Academies. After visiting each school and taking time to
discern, they were able to make final decisions.
Both men had the opportunity to publically announce their decisions at Saints last
January, and Campusinsider.com was there
to cover the event and stream it online.
After expressing gratitude for the opportunity, Gesell picked up a Naval Academy
cap, while Frank chose that of Stanford
University.
“You might be able to find a school
that’s better in a certain sport, and you
might be able to find a school that may be
better in, let’s say, business, but you can’t
find a school that’s overall collectively as
good as Stanford is,” Buncom said. “Being in the West Coast, it fit me more and
definitely provided me with a new home.”
“The Naval Academy just felt like a
good fit for me,” Gesell said. Eventually I
would like to work my way into the medical field, and I feel like that will be a great
path for me to...just be able to serve my
country through [the navy].”
Buncom and Gesell both experienced
an unforgettable moment, especially because they were able to announce their decisions together.
Buncom’s future plans include majoring in biology with a concentration in
neurobiology with an eye toward neurosurgery, hopefully after a career in the NFL.
Gesell plans to major in chemistry, entering the medical field to become a doctor
of sports medicine after his service in the
navy.
The future looks bright for our Division
I football champs.
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