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KEEPING PROM NIGHT SAFE AND FUN
By John O’Beirne, Assistant Principal Student Affairs

T

he St. Augustine/OLP Prom will be on May 16, 2015 at the Hilton Del Mar. The event starts
at 6:30 pm and ends at 11 pm the doors will close at 7:15 pm and dinner will be served at
7:30 pm. Students will not be allowed in after 7:15 pm or be able to leave before 10:30 pm.
Please plan accordingly.
For many parents, the biggest concern isn’t the cost of attending prom, but the worry about
the risky behaviors associated with proms. Prom night always seems to include news reports
where teens display poor judgment and make dangerous choices. We have put together the
Continued on page 6

Mutual Accompaniment
Dear Parents and Friends,

A

t his recent installation Mass, Bishop McElroy, Bishop of San Diego, offered a homily that
focused upon the idea of mutual accompaniment. He highlighted the adventure of two free
climbers who set out to ascend Yosemite’s famous Half Dome, together.
While on the journey it seemed that one would be unable to finish the
climb, and he urged his partner, who had trained and planned for two
years, to finish the climb without him. The partner, however, refused to go
on without him. They started together and would finish together.
Bishop McElroy used the idea of mutual accompaniment to paint a
picture of how our local church should meet the needs of the local community and the world at large. And I heard his message and couldn’t stop
thinking about Saints and Saintsmen.
On my ride home from the service, and periodically over the past
Principal James Horne
week, I have spent quite a bit of time reflecting on the nature of the Saints
Experience and the importance of mutual accompaniment in our journey with the boys. It is
imperative that we journey with the boys entrusted to our care and work with them, through their
mistakes, never abandoning them and always supporting them. If we desire to form young men
with academic promise, a strong faith in God, and distinct moral character we must embrace
their mistakes. Embrace them with the knowledge that this too is a learning opportunity. It is
the careful guidance, reassurance and encouragement to try again from a trusted adult, teacher
Continued on page 6

CHRISTIAN LLOYD IS SAINTS 2015
VALEDICTORIAN

BIG CHANGES IN
SAT TEST AHEAD

T

here is a lot of buzz about the College
Board’s effort to redesign the SAT. Although details about the test are still being
formulated, here is a general look at some of
the changes anticipated.
These changes are only applicable to the
class of 2017 (current 10th grade students)
and beyond.
The SAT is a globally recognized college
admission test that lets you show colleges
what you know and how well you can apply
that knowledge. It tests your knowledge of
reading, writing and math — subjects that are
taught every day in high school classrooms.
See Page 11 for the College Board’s SAT
Test redesign.

T

he 2014-15 St. Augustine Valedictorian is Christian Douglas Lloyd.
Christian is an incredibly dynamic student who embodies all the
characteristics of a true Saintsman. Prior to attending St. Augustine High
School, Christian was an exemplary student at Warren Walker. During his tenure at St. Augustine, Christian continued down the path of
academic success and as a result of his hard work and dedication to his
studies, he has been a member of the Principal’s Honor Roll each of his
eight semesters.
Christian excelled out of the classroom as well spending numerous
Christian Lloyd ('15)
hours tutoring at McKinley Elementary school and coordinating the St.
Augustine Blood Drives in partnership the San Diego Blood Bank as an officer in Key Club. In
2014, Christian was honored as a National Merit Commended Scholar and was also the recipient of the Harvard Book Award.
Continued on page 8

SNEAK PEAK @ YEARBOOK—Here’s a first
look at the Saints Yearbook for 2015 featuring
a photographic tribute to the 2014-15 Saints
Experience. Students will receive annuals on
May 22.

POPE FRANCIS SPEAKSON SAINT
AUGUSTINE
Pope Francis –2013-Present
By Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A., (’55), Saints Chaplain

AUGUSTINIAN HERITAGE

BROTHER BARNABY
JOINS AUGUSTINIAN
ORDER
By Sean Panado (’17)

B

Pope Francis encourages Catholics to aspire to Augustine’s selfless nature

L

astly in this year-long series, we turn now to discussion of our present pope, Pope Francis
and his views of Saint Augustine.
Pope Francis on St. Augustine’s feast day, August 28, 2013, told his audience they
should aspire to Augustine’s selfless nature. “The restlessness of love always encourages us
to reach out to the other, without waiting for the other to express his needs. Even in the discovery of God and in the encounter with Him, Augustine doesn’t stop, doesn’t rest, doesn’t
become closed in on himself like those who have already arrived, but continues along the
way.”
On November 24, 2013 Pope Francis issued his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the
Gospel.
In number 43 he reflects on customs in the church and their value. “In her ongoing
discernment, the Church can also come to see that certain customs not directly connected to
the heart of the Gospel, even some which have deep historical roots, are no longer properly
understood and appreciated. Some of these customs may be beautiful, but they no longer
serve as means of communicating the Gospel. We should not be afraid to re-examine
them. At the same time, the Church has rules or precepts which may have been quite
effective in their time, but no longer have the same usefulness for directing and shaping
people’s lives. Saint Thomas Aquinas pointed out that the precepts which Christ and the
apostles gave to the people of God “are very few.”
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html - _ftn47 Citing Saint Augustine,
he noted that the precepts subsequently enjoined by the Church should be insisted upon with
moderation “so as not to burden the lives of the faithful” and make our religion a form of
servitude, whereas “God’s mercy has willed that we should be free”. This warning, issued
many centuries ago, is most timely today. It ought to be one of the criteria to be taken into
account in considering a reform of the Church and her preaching which would enable it to
reach everyone.”
In number 167 Pope Francis explains how following Christ can be beautiful. “Every
form of catechesis would do well to attend to the “way of beauty” (via pulchritudinis). Proclaiming Christ means showing that to believe in and to follow him is not only something
right and true, but also something beautiful, capable of filling life with new splendor and
profound joy, even in the midst of difficulties.
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Continued on page 8

rother Barnaby Johns will be consecrating
his life to God as member of the Augustinian Order on June 7, 2015 at Ojai Villanova
Preparatory School with the profession of
solemn vows. The vows consist of poverty,
chastity, and obedience, and they will make
him a member of the Augustinian order for
life.
Brother Barney was first initiated into
the order in 2006. He has since undergone
pre-novice and novice training, philosophy for
one year, and theology for three years. His
final vows mark his permanent induction into
the Augustinian Order.
His impetus for professing these vows was
a strong desire to give his life more fully to
God and have Christ at the center of all that
he does.
“One could get to God through many
ways, but I have gained a sense of compulsion to give my life in this way. I felt compelled to God’s calling,” he said.
Brother Barney lived in multiple cities in
Japan and England prior to joining the Augustinian brotherhood. He taught and worked
in communications before finding his niche
at Saints in the 2010-2011 school year. He
then had to leave Saints in order to further his
theological studies, during which he greatly
missed the Saints community.
Saintsmen have gained a similar sense of
fondness for Brother Barney. Whether through
his leadership of the Wednesday Mass band,
instruction of freshman and sophomore
religion, or assistance to tennis team, students
have benefited from his presence.
“He is very charismatic and knowledgeable of his subject [Old Testament],” said
sophomore Jacob Yudiono. “He cares for his
students and players, never hesitating to lend
a helping hand.”
The faculty and staff of St. Augustine High
School is excited for Brother Barney. They
have been supportive during his journey.
Continued on page 8

St. Augustine High School

Austin Exams DEFINE School’s Top Scholars

T

he “Austins” are rigorous oral examinations in English, Mathematics, Religion, Science, and Social Studies. The exams are a capstone assessment
for several of the top students in the class and seek to evaluate a student’s understanding of the Expected Schoolwide Learning Results.
The exams also challenge students to draw connections between areas of study and apply their knowledge to the world in which we live. Students
selected to sit for the exams include the senior with the highest weighted cumulative grade point average (Valedictorian) and others selected by the
Academic Council from the top 10% of the graduating class.
Students sitting for this year’s examinations include, Christian Lloyd (Valedictorian), Austin Beaulieu, Alex Danilowicz, Christopher Sanchez, Julio
Serrano, Jacob Smart, and David Valley.

Christian Lloyd ('15)

Austin Beaulieu ('15)

Alex Danilowicz ('15)

Christopher
Sanchez ('15)

Julio Serrano ('15)

Jacob Smart ('15)

David Valley ('15)

SUMMER AT SAINTS 2015
St. Augustine High School will be ofering Academic
Enrichment and online classes in the summer of 2015!
Go online and register for classes that meet graduation
requirements or interest you.

NEW APA BOARD IN PLACE

A

t its April 15th meeting the school’s Austin Parent Association
[APA] voted the following parents in to serve the association for
the duration of the 2015-16 school year.
President Emeritus
President
Vice President of Hospitality
Vice President of Publicity
Vice President of Volunteerism

Kelly Coyne
Doug Mooney
Leilani Hines
Kin Schattinger
Sofia Samouris

“Thanks to all the parents who make the Saints Experience happen,”
said Principal James Horne at the recent board meeting on campus.

Take classes from your home
in your spare time with online
classes that fit into your
vacation schedule.
Get a jump on College
Admissions by enrolling
in the College Counseling
Workshop.
Lighten your academic load
and take it now instead of the
entire year.
Also look on the website for
camps to help develop your
athletic and musical talents.
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St. Augustine High School

SAINTSMEN TREAT MOM TO LUNCH

Scenes from the recent Mother/Senior luncheon held annually.

Mothers and Sons enjoying the annual Senior Class event at
Marina Village.

“This is one of my favorite events at Saints,” said Mr. James Horne, Principal, St. Augustine High School. He is referring to the annual Mother &
Senior Tribute Luncheon Senior Class of 2015 held late last month at the Marina Village Conference Center adjacent to Mission Bay.
The popular event is hosted by the Senior Class of 2015 as a thank you salute in honor of the Saints Mothers’ and Guardians’ support, encouragement and love for their graduating Saintsmen sons.
“This gathering gives our Saintsmen a chance to recognize the special relationship and support received from Mom over the four year Saints
Journey,” added Mr. Horne.
Photos: John Lamerato, Saints Faculty Member

RARE SCHOLARSHIP COUP FOR SAINTS
School produces two Gates scholars for 2015

S

aints’ Seniors Julio Serrano and Andres Bustos
are both winners of the Gates Millennium Scholarship, an award that will cover all their academic
costs from college through graduate school. Only
1,000 of these scholarships are awarded across the
nation each year, and it is rare that two are given
to students at the same school. Both boys obtained
nominations and recommendations from teachers
and counselors, and filled out lengthy applications.
They were evaluated on the strength of their apJulio Serrano ('15)
Andres Bustos ('15)
plications, transcripts, and activities/service records.
The Gates Scholarship can be used at any college or university in the United States.
Julio plans to use his at Harvard where he plans to study government and leadership. Andres plans to probably go to Rennselaer Polytechnic Institute where he plans to study engineering. Both students are active in IRC, World Link (part of USD’s Peace and Justice Center), and
Saint’s math tutoring, among their many activities
.
The goal of GMS is to promote academic excellence and to provide an opportunity for outstanding minority students with significant financial need to reach their highest potential by:
• Reducing financial barriers for African American, American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian
Pacific Islander American and Hispanic American students with high academic and leadership
promise who have significant financial need;
• Increasing the representation of these target groups in the disciplines of computer science,
education, engineering, library science, mathematics, public health and the sciences, where
these groups are severely underrepresented;
Continued on page 8
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Senior artist Carlos
Ibaibarriaga produced “Happy Little
Trees,” an example of
outstanding painting
from the school’s art
program.

Carlos Ibaibarriaga ('15)
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KEEPING PROM NIGHT SAFE
AND FUN

principal’s column
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

and/or coach that makes the learning
experience rich with meaning. It is in our
accompaniment that we help students
define their character, keep their word,
take responsibility for their actions, and
serve their fellow man.
Our ministry in education is an
important part of the fabric of our local
church and here on Nutmeg Street we
are meeting our mission and making a
difference. May God continue to bless St.
Augustine High School.

following list and statistics to help keep your
children safe. Thereby making this special
occasion something to enjoy and remember
with fond memories.
Prom Safety Checklist:
• Who will be doing the driving? Will they
drive themselves or rent a limo?
• If driving themselves, keep a list of names
and phone numbers of each teen rider, along
with names and addresses of all the parents.
Insist that the car radio be kept at a low volume, limit the number of children to minimize
distractions for the driver, and require each
teen to buckle up his or her seatbelt.
• Get a complete itinerary, including who
your children will be partying with, addresses
and phone numbers for the prom location as
well as any after-parties your child plans to
attend.
• If your child will be renting a limo, be
sure to check the limo company’s driving record, and don’t be afraid to ask the company
to provide it to you.
• Does your child know how to contact you
throughout the evening? Consider arranging
specific check-in times, and make sure you
can contact your child throughout the entire
night.
• Communicate with your child specifically
about how he would handle difficult situations
such as being offered a ride by an intoxicated driver, being offered alcohol or drugs,
or pressure to have sex. Be sure to provide
parental instruction on how best to deal with
problems that may arise.
• Insist that there are to be no changes
made to the itinerary without your prior approval, and make firm rules with no exceptions allowed.
• Find out who will be supervising the prom
and after-parties. Be sure to speak directly
with any parents supervising after-parties your
child wishes to attend, since some parents
may allow underage drinking, and may not
have the same set of morals and values that
you do.
• Volunteer to assist in supervising the
after-parties your teen will attend, which will
help ensure there are enough responsible
adults watching over the partygoers.
• Have specific and detailed conversations
with your child about alcohol consumption,
driving under the influence, drug use and sex,
as peer pressure often leads teens to use poor
judgment before, during and after prom.
• Make sure your child has phone numbers
to trustworthy cab companies programmed
into his cell phone, and plenty of money to
cover the cost of a cab ride, if deemed necessary for any reason.
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In the spirit of Catholic Education,

• Will someone in the home wait up until
the teen arrives back home safely? If so, who?
• Hotel rooms are not something that we
recommend or support. Often there is no
parent supervision and children are left on
their own to make decisions that are often
persuaded by peer pressure. To rent a hotel
or motel room it is necessary to be 18 years
of age and have a major credit card. Please
do not encourage or help your children to
rent a hotel room for the night.

James Horne
Principal

Statistics You Need to Know:
• Even though youth are less likely than
adults to drive after drinking, their crash rates
are substantially higher. [National Institute on
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA)]
• Alcohol is the #1 youth drug problem
[Center for Substance Abuse Prevention
(CSAP), it kills six times more people under 21
than all other illicit drugs combined. [Pacific
Institute for Research and Evaluation (PIRE),
Ted Miller, Ph,D.]
• 70% of teens killed on prom weekends
are not wearing seatbelts. [NHTSA]
• Motor vehicle crashes are the leading
cause of death and injury in teenagers nationwide. [Centers for Disease Control (CDC)]
• High school students who drink are seven
times more likely to have had sexual intercourse and are less likely to use condoms
increasing their risk of unwanted pregnancy
and sexually transmitted diseases.
If you have any questions feel free to contact
the Student Services Office at Saints. I hope
this article provides a vehicle to have a discussion with your son on the issues related to the
Prom. And remember, I have referred to our
students as your children because that is what
they are.

DIRECTIONS—The Hilton Del Mar is adjacent
to the intersection of Interstate 5 and Via de
la Valle. It is on the west side of the freeway
and southside of Via de la Valle. Driving from
San Diego take I-5 north to Via de la Valle
exit, turn left and go to the second traffic light
(Jimmy Durante Blvd,) and turn left again.
Hotel is on the left.

ST. AUGUSTINE HIGH SCHOOL GRAD NIGHT 2015

Don’t Miss it!
SHOW TIME
2:00 AM (MAY 30)

KEARNY MESA BOWL
7585 Clairemont Mesa Blvd
San Diego, CA 92111
.

See the show or BE the show!

AUGUSTINIAN HERITAGE
Continued from page 2

Every expression of true beauty can thus be acknowledged as a
path leading to an encounter with the Lord Jesus.
This has nothing to do with fostering an aesthetic relativism which
would downplay the inseparable bond between truth, goodness and
beauty, but rather a renewed esteem for beauty as a means of touching the human heart and enabling the truth and goodness of the Risen
Christ to radiate within it. If, as Saint Augustine says, we love only that
which is beautiful, the incarnate Son, as the revelation of infinite beauty,
is supremely lovable and draws us to himself with bonds of love.
So a formation in the via pulchritudinis ought to be part of our effort to pass on the faith. Each particular Church should encourage the
use of the arts in evangelization, building on the treasures of the past
but also drawing upon the wide variety of contemporary expressions so
as to transmit the faith in a new “language of parables”. We must be
bold enough to discover new signs and new symbols, new flesh to embody and communicate the word, and different forms of beauty which
are valued in different cultural settings, including those unconventional
modes of beauty which may mean little to the evangelizers, yet prove
particularly attractive for others.”
In numbers 193 and 194, we read. “We incarnate the duty of
hearing the cry of the poor when we are deeply moved by the suffering
of others. Let us listen to what God’s word teaches us about mercy,
and allow that word to resound in the life of the Church. The Gospel
tells us: “Blessed are the merciful, because they shall obtain mercy” (Mt
5:7). The apostle James teaches that our mercy to others will vindicate
us on the day of God’s judgment: “So speak and so act as those who
are to be judged under the law of liberty. For judgment is without mercy
to one who has shown no mercy, yet mercy triumphs over judgment”
(Jas 2:12-13).

Here James is faithful to the finest tradition of post-exilic Jewish
spirituality, which attributed a particular salutary value to mercy: “Break
off your sins by practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing
mercy to the oppressed, that there may perhaps be a lengthening of
your tranquility” (Dan 4:27). The wisdom literature sees almsgiving as a
concrete exercise of mercy towards those in need: “Almsgiving delivers
from death, and it will purge away every sin” (Tob 12:9).
The idea is expressed even more graphically by Sirach: “Water
extinguishes blazing fire: so almsgiving atones for sin” (Sir 3:30). The
same synthesis appears in the New Testament: “Maintain constant love
for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Pet 4:8). This
truth greatly influenced the thinking of the Fathers of the Church and
helped create a prophetic, counter-cultural resistance to the self-centred
hedonism of paganism.
We can recall a single example [from Saint Augustine]: “If we were
in peril from fire, we would certainly run to water in order to extinguish
the fire… in the same way, if a spark of sin flares up from our straw,
and we are troubled on that account, whenever we have an opportunity
to perform a work of mercy, we should rejoice, as if a fountain opened
before so that the fire might be extinguished.”
“This message is so clear and direct, so simple and eloquent, that
no ecclesial interpretation has the right to relativize it. The Church’s
reflection on these texts ought not to obscure or weaken their force, but
urge us to accept their exhortations with courage and zeal. Why complicate something so simple?”

CHRISTIAN LLOYD IS SAINTS 2015 VALEDICTORIAN
Continued from page 2

Christian will graduate from St. Augustine with a 4.41 grade point average and plans to major in Computer Science at either the University of
California, Berkeley or the University of California, Santa Barbara.
The Harvard Book award is a prize given out by the alumni of Harvard University to the top-performing student(s) in 11th/12th grade reading
classes in 1,900 "selected" high schools. The award has been in existence since 1910.
The Harvard award is traditionally handed out at graduation ceremonies. Criteria for selection varies by school, and it is usually associated with
unmistakable academic excellence and strength of character.
DEFINING VALEDICTORIAN
Valedictorian is an academic title used in the USA, Canada, and the Philippines for the student who delivers the closing or farewell statement at a
graduation ceremony (called a valedictory). The chosen valedictorian is usually the student with the highest ranking among his/her graduating class.
[1] The term is an Anglicized derivation of the Latin vale dicere ("to say farewell"), historically rooted in the valedictorian's traditional role as the final
speaker at the graduation ceremony. So the valedictory address generally is considered a final farewell to classmates, before they disperse to pursue
their individual paths after graduating.

BROTHER BARNABY JOINS
AUGUSTINIAN ORDER
Continued from page 2

“I am very happy to have Brother Barney
as a member of the Religion Department,”
said Mr. Bachynsky, who is that department’s
chairman. “He is a creative, knowledgeable
teacher who cares deeply about the spiritual
growth of his students.”
This article originally appeared in The
Augustinian, the student-run newspaper of St.
Augustine High School. Read The Augustinian
here: http://www.sahs.org/campus-life/theaugustinian
8

RARE SCHOLARSHIP COUP FOR SAINTS
Continued from page 4
• Developing a diversified cadre of future leaders for America by facilitating successful
completion of bachelor's, master's and doctoral degrees; and
• Providing seamless support from undergraduate through doctoral programs, for students
selected as Gates Millennium Scholars entering target disciplines.
The Gates Millennium Scholars Program, established in 1999, was initially funded by a $1
billion grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. To date, a dozen St. Augustine High
School scholars have earned Gates Scholarship in recent years.

SENIORS LEAD SAINTS GOLF TEAM
"

T

he Saints Golf Team has events throughout the school year, including our team fundraiser in September at Mt. Woodson which raises money to
pay for our course rentals and golf bags; Saints Caddie Day, in which our players spend a day serving as caddies for members at San Diego
Country Club (this year's team made a donation of $920 to the Hogar Infantile orphanage in Tijuana); a golf instruction day at Colina Park with the
8th grade class from St. Patrick's Elementary school which was generously underwritten by Saints alumnus Dan Morrin; and the
Third Annual Alumni match in which we had 20 of our current players compete against Saints alumni of various years.
The Saints Varsity golf in 2015 is led by returning All-Western League players Teddy Oitzman (‘16) and Brandon Michaels (‘17). The rest of the 2015 varsity members: returning three year lettermen Johnny Zizzi (‘15), Louis Molina (‘15), two
year lettermen Collin McNichol-Carter (‘15), Ryan Martin (‘15), Robert Case (‘16) and 1 year lettermen Tyler Whittaker (10),
Haytham Yousif (‘17), and Aidan Clement (‘17). Seniors Sam Flaming and Lyle Torwick will be earning their first Saints golf
team letters following solid seasons this year as well.
Highlights of the year so far include:
1. Senior Johnny Zizzi winning the individual title at the 3rd Annual San Diego Country Club Invitational while shooting a
tournament scoring record in the process;
Alum Mr. Dan Mor- 2. Our team finished in 8th place while competing against 47 other teams from 8 states and Canada in the Champions
rin (’77) generously Invitational in Palm Springs. At this event, Teddy Oitzman finished in 4th place out of 256 golfers with a sparkling score of 4
under par for 54 holes;
donated to Saints
3. At mid- season, the team is off to a great start as we are 5-2 in Western League. With one league match, San Diego City
Golf Program
Championships, and San Diego CIF coming soon, putting up one or more banners in the gym is a distinct possibility!!"

Senior Varsity Golf Standout Teddy Oitzman

Team Leader Varsity Golf Johnny Zizzi

UNDERCLASSMEN PACE SWIM/DIVE TEAM

T

wo thirds of the way through the season,
Saints Swimming and Diving has posted a
3-2 record, fielding its best team since 2011.
The team is working harder and showing more
spirit than Coach Kevin Manley can remember
from any team he’s coach in the past ten years.
Prospects for the remainder of the season
look good thanks to a strong freshmen class,
solid performances from returning varsity swimmers, and some surprising improvements by
several supporting players.
In their most recent win, a 103-76 victory
over Mar Vista High School, twelve swimmers
and one diver contributed points in a great
overall team effort. The diving squad, which
has consistently performed well at the CIF level,
is also a key to the team’s dual meet success.
As they look towards the championship
season in May, Saints Swimming and Diving
will look to regain the form that it saw in the
2000s, and, with only two seniors on the team
and a group of underclassmen committed to
hard work and positive attitudes, prospects look
good for the next few years.

Freshman Sebastian Rohrer
(’18) is a mainstay in the
100 Butterfly.

Freshman standout Mitchell
Stoddard (’18) is projected
to be a top performer at CIF
Championships in May.

9

Book Return and Buyback info:
• All rented textbooks must be returned to Follett on the buy-back dates. Rented books that are unreturned or too
damaged to be returned will result in the student’s Follett account being billed for the price of the book.
• For any textbooks that were purchased, Follett will do a buy-back if those students elect to sell back those
books instead of keeping them. Again, the books must be in an appropriate condition in order to be sold back
to Follett. Any monies generated through the buy-back will be credited to their account and a check will be
mailed to them within 30 days (there will be no cash on-hand).
• Soft-cover books will have a minimal buy-back.
• Hard-cover books in good condition and still serving a usage demand for next year can get up to 40% back on
their return (if purchased and not rented).
• All returns & buy-backs will take place in the ASB room.
• Students with special circumstances and/or questions can contact Mr. Matt Linville.
Senior Saintsmen:
• The senior buy-back is only on 1 day: Thursday, May 28, from 7am – 2pm.
• Any senior books not returned or sold-back on this day will not be accepted at the underclass buy-back.
Therefore, it is imperative that the seniors must commit some time on 5/28 to take care of their buy-back and
returns. Otherwise, they must go through the “Sell Books” option on our virtual bookstore website.
Underclass Saintsmen:
• The underclass buy-back will be spread out over two days: Wednesday, June 3 and Thursday, June 4, from
7am – 1:30pm (for both days).
• Underclassmen are required to use these days and not interfere with the senior buy-back on May 28.
• Any books that are not returned on 6/3 or 6/4 must go through the “Sell Books” option on our virtual bookstore website.
• Underclassmen are encouraged to only go through the buy-back and return process once. Please encourage
the underclassmen to take care of all of their books at once and not do half of their books on 6/3 and the
other half on 6/4.
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OVERALL SAT TEST CHANGES AND IMPACTS
Continued from Page 1

Editor’s Note: To keep abreast of new information, visit the Saints website (select Academics, then college counseling, then The New SAT) or visit the
website of our SAT partners at Princeton Review at www.PrincetonReview.com/SATChanges

Change

Impact

Fewer sections, but each section will be longer than on the current
SAT. The longest one will be the Reading Test at 65 minutes.

Students who like working in uninterrupted, longer blocks of time will
appreciate the change. Others, however, will need to learn how to
stay focused over a longer period of time. This change aligns the SAT
more with the format of the ACT.

Elimination of the penalty for wrong answers.

This is a win for students! They’ll be able to guess without worrying
about losing points if they’re wrong.

Multiple-choice questions will have 4 answer choices instead of 5.

Another win for students. It takes less time to consider the answer
choices and there’s a higher probability of guessing correctly.

Charts and graphical elements throughout the Redesigned SAT,
including the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing Test.

Students will need to be comfortable deciphering information in nontextual formats.

Redesigned SAT will feature certain historical documents and
speeches.

Students unfamiliar with these elements will require additional time to
read and process the passages

The Redesigned SAT will provide multiple sub-scores within each test
and across the entire exam.

The score reports will contain a lot of noise for students and may
cause anxiety. Ultimately the 2 area scores (200-800) for Math and
Evidence-Based Reading and Writing) and the composite score (sum
of the area scores) are all that will matter to colleges.

Scoring scale goes back to 1600.

Students will be able to compare their scores to those of their parents.

MATH CHANGES AND IMPACTS
Change

Impact

Of the 2 math sections, students will be allowed to use calculators on
only one.

Students will need to get comfortable doing calculations on their own,
without a crutch. This may be a source of concern for some students,
and this will make practice even more important.

More advanced math topics including trigonometry.

Math geeks will be psyched to see the higher level content that they’re
currently doing in school.

Questions will require multiple-steps to reach the correct answer.
They will also require that students understand the fundamental math
underlying the problems.

Math problems will take longer and students who have gaps in foundational knowledge will be at a disadvantage.

READING CHANGES AND IMPACTS
Change

Impact

Reading test will be a 65 minute long section.

None of the Critical Reading sections on the current SAT are longer
than 25 minutes. It will be a challenge to simply stay alert for over an
hour – maintaining focus and acuity will require a great deal of practice and determination.

Some passages will be made intentionally more complex by employing
unfamiliar vocabulary, uncommon sentence structure and references
to other texts.

Students who already struggle with Reading Comprehension will find
the Redesigned SAT even more challenging and will need to determine
which passage(s) and/or questions are worth investing their time.

Elimination of Sentence Completions.

Impact depends on how well a student did on this type of question.

Vocabulary words will be more familiar. However, students will need
to know multiple meanings and not just primary definitions.

Not only will students need to study vocabulary, but they’ll now also
need to derive the correct meaning from context clues.
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WRITING & LANGUAGE CHANGES AND IMPACTS
Change

Impact

The Writing & Language Test is 44 questions to be completed in 35
minutes – that’s a serious time crunch.

Pacing is going to be of utmost importance and that requires a lot of
purposeful practice.

Grammar is still tested, but in passage form.

Students will be required to read even more, which is both tiring and
time consuming. Making sure they understand the rules that will be
tested will be important.

Grammar will include punctuation.

Students will need to remember (or learn!) the rules of punctuation like
commas, parentheses and dashes.

ESSAY CHANGES AND IMPACTS
Change

Impact

The essay will double in length to 50 minutes.

Stamina will be important. Students will already be tired by the time
they get to the essay (3 hours of testing before essay), and they’ll need
to plow through another 50 minutes of work.

The essay will have a separate score that is not part of the composite
score.
The essay will be at the end.
The essay passage is extremely long (650-750 words).

A larger portion of students’ time will be spent reading and processing
the passage before they even start writing the essay.

Task will be to explain how the author builds an argument to persuade
an audience.

There is a reading comprehension component built into this exercise.
In order to provide an analysis of the passage, rather than just an
opinion of the conclusion, students will need to understand both what
the author is saying and how he or she persuades tries to persuade
the reader.

Essay will be optional.

Students will be tempted to skip it. However, if they do and then apply
to a school that requires it, they’ll have to retake the entire exam.
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