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Saintsmen Help Give Sight
to the Blind in Guatemala

Senior Jack Dalessio administers a vision test to residents of Tecpán.
By Jacques Paye ('16)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Three Saintsmen spent the
week of May 3rd providing vital eye care
to the residents of Tecpán, Guatemala.
Seniors Jack Dalessio, Ryan Robinson, and Octavio Tudela joined Matt
Morton (’14) and his father, Dr. Asa
Morton, a San Diego ophthalmic facial
plastic surgeon, on a mission to Central
America sponsored by HELPS international, an organization dedicated to pro-

Photo provided courtesy of Jack Dalessio ('15)

viding needed programs to the developing world.
The group left San Diego early in the
morning of Saturday, April 25. After flying from San Diego to Guatemala City, a
local bus brought them to Tecpán, a town
heavily populated by indigenous Mayan
peoples, where they immediately began
preparations for a week spent providing
ophthalmologic medical assistance.
“The interesting part is that we arrived at an abandoned clinic which was

an old military base,” Dalessio said. “We
made it into a fully functional hospital
cleaned, bleached, and with all the supplies and surgery [equipment] ready to go
in about two and a half hours.”
The transformation did not occur
without significant effort. The group
brought thirty duffel bags of medical supplies as well as thirty boxes from a storage unit in Guatemala.
SEE

The Blind, pg. 2

Saints Website
Gets a Facelift
By Michael Senoff ('18)
STAFF WRITER
If you have logged onto the
Saints website in the last month, it is impossible to miss the new, modern changes on an improved sahs.org.
Recently, Saints has updated its website as it continues to create a mobileplatform compatible website. For the
past five years, Saints stuck with the
original format, but the faculty desired a
series of improvements for the site.
One of the reasons the new website
was made was to increase compatibility
with mobile phones.
“Forty-seven percent of people who
access the Saints website do so on a cellphone,” Mr. Horne said.
The new website allows mobile devices to scale the site. In simple terms,
this allows for cell phone users to click
on tabs to access different parts of the
website without zooming to select a tab.
Another important improvement allows users to pay for dances, games, and
other school events directly on the Saints
website. This feature is currently in use
for registration for summer school as
well as for payment processing.
The Saints website is built on the
Wordpress open-source platform, allowing for an agile and responsive design
that can easily be adapted for future additions.
“The newly designed website provides a clean and easy-to-access portal
to explore campus life and online resources,” said junior Alex Karaniwan.
“It has an up-to-date interface that is in
line with today’s internet trends.”

Two Saintsmen Receive Gates Scholarship
By Luis Vidrio ('15)
STAFF WRITER

Two Saintsmen from this
year’s graduating class were honored as
part of the Class of 2015 Gates Millennium Scholars: Andres Bustos and Julio
Serrano. The Gates Millennium Scholars
Program, funded by the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, was established with the
goal of providing high-achieving minority
students with demonstrated financial need
the opportunity to further their education.
It aims to “provide seamless support from
undergraduate through doctoral programs
for students selected as Gates Millennium
Scholars.”
“Saints has a long-standing tradition
of GMSP applicants, and this year is extra
special because we have two winners,” said
Mrs. Caine, the senior college counselor.
Applicants are required to write eight
essays and must have a nominator and a
recommender write recommendations for
the student. The extensive writing and rigorous selection process encourages students
to find their nominators and recommenders
well in advance, since all parties involved
will likely spend many hours writing their
contributions.
“I worked on my application over the

course of—I’d say around two months,”
said Andres Bustos (’15). Senior Julio Serrano, however, said he spent around four
hours on the application “only because [he]
had a lot to work with from [his] other college applications.”
It is also important to consider that the
applicant, nominator, and recommender
portions of the application all play equally
important roles in the selection of a student.
“I’d like to thank Dr. Rey not just for
being my nominator, but also for all the other recommendations he’s written for me,”
Serrano said. “I’m also very grateful for the
recommendation from Debbie Martinez,
my recommender.”
“I want to thank Mrs. Allen, my recommender, for being someone I could trust
and talk to about anything, and also Mrs.
Caine, my nominator—I think I speak for
all the seniors when I say that Mrs. Caine is
a lifesaver,” Bustos said.
Both Saintsmen will have their educations fully funded by the program, and are
very grateful to the Foundation.
“Knowing that my education is financed already is great because this means
my mother doesn’t have to worry about trying to help me pay loans in order to cover
the cost of college, and can finally retire
in peace after 22 years of dealing with my

Julio Serrano (L) and Andres Bustos (R)
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brother [Fausto Bustos, Saints Class of ‘07,
Class of 2007 Gates Millennium Scholars]
and me,” said Andres Bustos.
Andres Bustos is eager to become a
member of the Class of 2019 at UC Irvine.
He is considering entering the field of engi-

neering, but remains undecided.
Julio Serrano is preparing to go into the
social sciences as a member of the Class of
2019 at Harvard, and is looking into concentrating on government or economics,
but is still not fully decided.
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The Unsung Heroes of Saints

May 2015

Janitors, gardeners, and maintenance crew help Saints keep up appearances
By Matthew Danaher ('16)
EDITOR

The custodial, maintenance,
and gardening staffs of St. Augustine work
tirelessly to keep our campus beautiful and
clean. Yet most are unaware of who they really are and the amount of time they devote
to the upkeep of Saints.
Saints contracts with three different
groups to care for the campus: the maintenance and custodial staff, the janitorial staff,
and the gardening and grounds keeping
staff.
Although the janitorial and gardening
staffs can frequently be seen around Saints,
it is the maintenance staff which most students see on a regular basis. The maintenance and custodial staff is led by Mr.
Bischel and Mr. Cortez, who are contracted
by Saints out of the company Paragon Services. Due to the physical risk which can
arise from their work, neither Mr. Bischel
nor Mr. Cortez are strangers to danger.
“The average day at Saints would be
coming in, taking care of classroom work
orders, doing setups, especially for Mass,
taking care of any other special needs that
the teachers have in their classrooms, and
wrapping it up for the day,” Mr. Bischel
said.
“We also monitor the very technical
HVAC (heating ventilation and air conditioning) system each day. We come here
to work from 6 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday.”
Mr. Bischel and Mr. Cortez are not only
here on school days, but are often at Saints
on weekends setting up for different events
in the gym, such as the Parochial School
Decathlon.

Gloria Virgen and Mauricio Badillo making their daily rounds.
Members of the maintenance staff work grounds are as clean as possible, we make
very closely with the school’s janitorial sure all the classrooms are sanitary and up
staff, who are contracted out of the company to standards, and we try to go over and beCity Wide. The janitorial staff's duties con- yond in those aspects and details so that we
sist of a morning shift, which works from 9 can make sure the school looks as good as
AM to 5 PM, and an evening shift, which possible,” Rodney said.
works from 5 to 10 PM. One of the group's
Besides the maintenance and janitomost notable members is Rodney, whom rial staffs, Saints also has a contract with
many students know as “Rod.”
Brickman, the landscaping company that
“In janitorial work, we make sure the maintains the many plants around campus.

Latest Kairos Retreat Largest Ever

Forty-seven students attended this year's spring Kairos retreat.
Ryan Robinson.
By Michael Cline ('15)
The significance of the final Kairos lies
EDITOR EMERITUS
in its selection of junior retreatants, so that
Saintsmen from both the se- they may lay the foundation for next year,
nior and junior classes made up the largest serving as group leaders and ensuring the
Kairos retreat on record from April 20th Kairos experience will be as transformathrough the 23rd.
tive and impactful as their own.
During Kairos XXXIV (34), fortyDeveloped by the Jesuits, the Kairos
seven students travelled east to Whisper- retreat has roots dating back to the 1960s,
ing Winds, staying at the camp for three and the experience first made its way to
nights. They were led by faculty members Saints ten years ago. Kairos is also offered
Fr. Mark, Brother Barney, Mr. Osberg, Mr. nationwide by other Catholic high schools.
Pruter, Master Kouta, Brendan Dillon, and The word “kairos” is of Greek origin, and
Will Rattigan.
in Christian theology means “the Lord’s
Student leaders included Bryan Riel, time.”
Kevin Cotant, Danny Ramirez, Andre
While the majority of the retreat’s acHeld, Matt Bywater, Matthew Tolliver, and tivities are to be kept a secret, the main fo-

Courtesy of Campus Ministry
cus of Kairos is to remove the student from
the distractions of urban society. At camp,
surrounded by nature, the retreatants can
focus on God and their own relationship
with Him. An emphasis is also placed on
the importance of community in the Christian life, and how brothers can support
each other in their faith journey.
Next fall, Saints will hold its 35th retreat, sending students up the mountain
with the hope that they will return home
altered by God’s love.
All Saintsmen are encouraged to attend
the retreat, and with the record number of
attendees for Kairos 34, it should be remembered that there is always room for
one more retreatant—you.

Max Brandon ('16)
In charge of the gardening staff is Leo, who
ensures that the plants and trees on our campus stay as healthy and green as possible.
“They’re a vital part of Saints, responsible for the things that go unnoticed, and
the small things that they do that make your
day able to happen,” Mr. Horne said. “Mass
doesn’t get set up by itself, it’s set up by a
group of people that are dedicated to helping us make a good thing happen at Saints.”

➤ The Blind

Continued from Page 1
With the facility established, the trio
turned to their duties for the week.
“Since I speak Spanish well, I did triage and got people’s information,” Dalessio said. “I helped get names and information about the problems they had.”
The group also assisted in diagnosing
the specific issues from which the patients were suffering.
“All three of us did eye exams to test
whether people were blind or had 20/20
or 20/140 vision so that the doctors in
clinic could have that information,” Robinson said.
The unique location brought special
challenges, particularly in the realm of
surgery.
“In the operating rooms it was a nightmare to keep stuff sterile. The windows
didn't even have screens so we had to improvise a lot of the time,” Tudela said.
Although not permitted to perform
medical procedures, the students did get
a chance to observe several life-changing
operations.
“I saw multiple eyes taken out and
glass eyes [inserted] as replacements,”
Robinson said. “I saw an ovarian tumor
the size of two soft balls removed.”
The remote location required the doctors, who lacked the laser technology and
advanced tools available in the developed
world, to rely primarily on old-school
techniques and dexterity.
“They don’t have lasers, they don’t
have the tools that we have here so they
have to use basically pure skill and sharp
scalpels,” Dalessio said.
The group departed from Guatemala
with renewed sense of the value of Christian charity.
“If I had to say one thing that stood
out to me on this trip was it was doing the
work of God by helping these people,”
Robinson said.
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Chaplain's Corner
By Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A.
COLUMNIST

Have a MARVELous Summer!

Do you want to be viewed as selfish,
lazy, or hedonistic? Well, unfortunately,
those who take time for leisure are more
often than not viewed as such. People
say: They waste their time; they should be
working! Pope Francis would not agree
with them!
Interviewed in an Argentine weekly paper last July, Pope Francis said we need to
have a healthy sense of leisure. “The pleasures of art, literature and playing together
with children have been lost. Consumerism has brought us anxiety and stress,
causing people to lose a healthy sense of
leisure. Their time is swallowed up so
people can’t share it with anyone. Even
though many parents work long hours,
they must set aside time to play with their
children. Work schedules make it complicated but you must do it. Families must
also turn off the TV when they sit down to
eat because even though television is useful for keeping up with the news, having it
on during mealtime doesn’t let you communicate with each other.”
As a matter of fact, enjoying leisure
pursuits is as important for our mental and
spiritual health as the ability to work well.
Do you know that psychologists recommend that we all set aside daily or almost
daily a few hours during which we can
relax and enjoy ourselves? They describe
leisure time as unobligated time which can
be spent anyway one wishes.
St. Augustine in his masterful work,
The City of God, makes a distinction between “otium”—holy leisure, and “negotium”—busyness, work, and he makes a
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claim for both. Leisure time can be spent
alone or with another, thinking, reading,
listening to or playing music, writing,
walking, painting, praying (if this is not
too much work!), but not sleeping (not a
leisure time activity!).
This summertime is a good time to
practice, to build up the habit of taking
leisure time, while still making sure we
encounter the Lord Jesus at Mass on Sundays, and that we daily take those ten minutes of quiet prayer with God. Each and
every day!
Do we need any more encouragement?
Augustine can help us. Augustine was
drawn to and baffled by mystery: “Since
it is God we are speaking of, you do not
understand it. If you could understand
it, it would not be God.” (Sermon 117,5)
We seek one mystery, God, with another
mystery, ourselves. We are mysterious to
ourselves because God’s mystery is in us:
“Our mind cannot be understood, even by
itself, because it is made in God’s image.”
(Sermon 398,2)
“A great marvel rises in me; astonishment seizes me. Men go to gape at mountain peaks, at the boundless tides of the
sea, the broad sweep of rivers, the encircling ocean and motions of the stars; and yet
they leave themselves unnoticed; they do
not marvel at themselves.” (Confessions,
X,8,15)
Have a great, MARVELous summer!
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Letter from the Editor
By Ian Harkness ('15)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF EMERITUS
It’s always difficult to walk away. I
started writing for The Augustinian during
my freshman year, and since that time I’ve
had myriad positive experiences through
my work here. It’s hard to believe it’s over.
Working alongside Mr. Bachynsky,
Eric “Lazer” Lujan, Alex Danilowicz, and
the rest of the editorial staff has been an
incredibly rewarding privilege. I’m sure
my successor, Jacques Paye, would say the
same.
Together, we changed the direction of
the paper. We’ve focused on hard news and
editorials. We’ve tried to make this paper

your paper. Jacques is more than capable,
and I am confident that under his leadership
he will continue the work we’ve started.
I fully expect the staff to continue to
push the envelope, and to continue to inform our readers on campus and off. I
know I’ll still be reading even from my
dorm room.

– Ian Harkness
Editor-in-Chief, 2014-2015

Fr. Neely's 70th Graduation Anniversary
By Jacques Paye ('16)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Father Harry Neely celebrates
the 70th anniversary of his 1945 Saint Augustine High School graduation this year.
He arrived at Saints in 1941, and joined
the Augustinian order almost immediately after graduating. While he completed
most of his studies on the East Coast and
has served various Augustinian communities across California, his Alma Mater
holds a special place in his heart. Reflecting on his years at Saints as a student, he
recalled his most treasured memories and
shared his thoughts on the evolution of
the school.
What was the Saints experience like
70 years ago?
High school itself was really enjoyable, especially the people I was with
because it was a small class. We became
very close. I’m a curious person in that
at that time I had a fantastic memory so I
really enjoyed everything we were doing,
even the stuff I’m not very good at. It was
all fascinating.
What was your favorite class?
English was the best part of our high
school experience, particularly the introduction to poetry, which I didn’t appreciate much before. We got to know
Shakespeare in a whole new way. Father
Aherne would actually read the plays to
us and interpret them. Guys would hate
to miss class because they were being entertained. We were like the groundlings in
Shakespeare’s day. We really enjoyed the
plays.
Did going to Saints influence your
decision to become a priest?
Going to Saints impacted my decision
to become a priest in the sense that here
I met the Augustinians and I was drawn

Father Neely contemplates the time he has spent at Saints since his 1945 graduation.
to that community. Although I hadn’t really wanted to be a priest, I wanted to do
what priests do. When I met the Augustinians it was a new experience. Most of
the priests I had met were lone rangers but
these guys were family. That made a big
difference for me.
What about World War II?
The war in Japan lasted until the August after my graduation.
I lived in La Jolla and I came on the

bus every day to pick up the #2 streetcar
downtown to come here. Travelling was
an adventure because there was a shortage
of buses and you couldn’t buy new ones,
so they were always crowded and rarely
cleaned. I used to spend a lot of time at
Saints after school, so I’d go home in the
evenings and the city lights were all halfpainted out. There was a dim-out because
we were afraid of being bombed by Japan.
What was the most significant

Max Brandon ('16)
change Saints has undergone over the
years?
We went from a school of 300 guys to a
school of 700 plus, from a school that was
one cluster of buildings over on the other
side of the street to what is a whole new
campus built on what was a vacant lot.
How are you going to celebrate?
Well, I hadn’t thought of it until just
now. My friend Pat Perrone (‘45) and I will
have a lunch celebration next Wednesday.

COLLEGE MAP
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CONGRATULATIONS
University of Washington
Austin Beaulieu

Seattle University

Bay Area
Berkeley City College
Rufus Keller

CSU East Bay
Luis Cortez

Cal Maritime Academy
Michael Anderson

Stanford University
Frank Buncom

UC Berkeley
Ty Greene
Chris Sanchez

San Francisco State

Rodrigo Castellanos

Pacific Lutheran University
Marcelo Hernandez-Gamez

Western Washington
Jeffrey Pacheco

Gonzaga University
Quinn Bandy
Geoffrey Boulger
Justin Magbutay
Nicholas Marchesano
Collin McNicholl-Carter
Andrew Parada
Luis Peraza
Andrew Quinn
Logan Rank

Colorado School of Mines
Erik Joplin

UC Colorado Springs
Evan Brannigan

U.S. Air Force Academy
Lucas Van Epps

Pittsburg State
Samuel Van Horne

Washington State
Carson Chandler

University of Portland
Alex DeWitt

University of Oregon
Thomas Krause

Nicholas Allen
Thomas Enriquez

San Jose State
Nathan Suarez

USF

Fernando Vallejo
Ryan Madsen

UC Davis

Michael Leahy

CSU Chico
Jake Dunning
Michael Rivera

Sonoma State

LA Area
Fashion Institute
Girolamo Carini

Zach Totah

UC Santa Cruz
Andrew Stoddard
Kristopher Willis

Loyola Marymount
Carlos Alonso

University of La Verne
Jay Farrell
Louis Molina

Northwestern Prep
Tommy Goodridge

Santa Barbara City College
Ismael Espinoza
Carlos Ibaibarriaga

UC Riverside
Nicholas Alberto
Kristian Arceo

UCLA

Matthew Bywater

UCSB

Arman Attisha
Kyle Cato
Jason Gros
Christian Lloyd

UC Merced
Carlos Garcia

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
Theo Anastos
Eammon Garland
Charlie Giron
Jack Hamlin
Jacob Smart

Westmont College
Sean Coyne

California Lutheran University
Michael Handy
Anthony Polak

Northern Arizona University

UC Irvine

Andres Bustos Carrillo

Richard Morris
Elijah Ortiz
Lyle Torwick

USC

University of Advancing Technology
Emilio Serrano

Ricardo Alvarez
Matthew Ingraham

University of Arizona
Joey Costa
Caston Martin

Woodbury University

University of New Mexico

Kane Boyer

Matthew Perez

San Diego County
CSU San Marcos
Matthew Apides
Kevin Cotant
Malcolm Johnson
Lorenzo Guerra
Alexander Stokes
Genesis Winland

Grossmont College
Marco Moura
Vincent Talia

Mesa College
Connor Murtaugh
Michael Theilacker

Point Loma Nazarene
Jon Lapira
Ryan Martin
Kennedy McKernan

San Diego City College
Dominic Rymer

SDSU

Giovanni Aguilera
Bruno Calderon
Brandon Cerezo
Michael Cline
Grant Connors
Francis Dagostino
Anthony DeWitt
Tyler Dexter
Arthur Flaming
Joseph Kosmicki
David Kubera
Cole Larson
Christopher Lee
Nicholas Lograsso
Christian Onwuka
Mario Orso
Corwin Palacios
Gerardo Pina
Martin Rascon
Misha Schultz
Octavio Tudela
Thomas Browne

UCSD

Steven Borja

USD

Daniel Caya
Grant Gainor
Andre Held
Angel Rivera Larrea
David Rivera Zamaro
Tanner Safir

Southwestern College
Daniel Ramirez
Brandon Shaw-Cedeno
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CLASS OF 2015!
Northland College
Alec Drachenberg

Dartmouth College

Zach Mishky

University of Notre Dame

Creighton University
Brady Curran
Charles Muldoon
Matthew Tolliver

Purdue University

Alexander Danilowicz

Cornell University

Christopher Heffner

Marquette University
Sean Dixon
Mark Lovejoy
Phillip Vasquez

David Valley

Kettering University

Rivier University

Ithaca College

Francisco Rabago

University of Michigan

Cameron Way

Bryan Riel

Boston College

Brandon Nadhir

Northwestern
Luis Vidrio

Miami University (OH)

Sam Sphire

Boston University

Francis Sapien

Lorenzo Pisano
Alfonso Tirado

Wheeling Jesuit
Matthew Martin

Harvard University

Franciscan

Julio Serrano

Ryan Robinson

Northeastern

Ohio State

Thomas Geiser
Aden Khalil

Matthew Smith

Worcester Polytechnic
Steven Franca

Naval Academy Preparatory
Austin Quintong

Rensselaer Polytechnic
Eric Lujan
Sebastian Torres-Galvan

St. John's University
Matthew Callahan

NYU

Jesus Sanchez
Joseph Wehbe

Villanova University
Alexander Agpaoa
Rex Hammock
Samuel Matney

Georgetown University
Ian Harkness

U.S. Naval Academy
Christopher Gesell

Clemson University
Luke Celeste

College of Charleston
Jack Dalessio

Savannah College of Art and Design
Tanner Struyk

St. Louis University
Krauss Drachenberg

University of Arkansas
Edmund Rull

Loyola New Orleans
George Thomas

Texas Christian University
Johnny Zizzi

Mexico
Centro de Enseñanza Técnica y Superior
Angel del Campo

Instituto Tecnológico de Monterrey

University of Hawaii, Manoa
Gavin Armstead

Mauricio Diaz-Santos
Nicolas Baloyan
Gerardo Herrera
Ivan Lopez
Juan Borquez
Antonio Santana

Universidad Autónoma de Guadalajara
Alberto Ordonez

All college information is not necessarily definitive.
Special thanks to Mrs. Caine and Dr. Rey of the College Counseling Department
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Saintsmen
Attend RYLA

May 2015

“Big One” Fundraiser Sets All-Time Record

By David Valley ('15)
EDITOR EMERITUS

A group of four Saintsmen, including Martin Tombe, Ivan Tapia, Jacques
Paye, and Dominic Duong, left San Diego on
April 17th for Idyllwild, California where they
would spend the next three days on retreat for
the Rotary Youth Leadership Award Conference.
The conference, known as RYLA, is
an opportunity for high school juniors from
around the county to come together to learn
and grow in subject areas such as global responsibility, international understanding, and
servant leadership, a form of leadership that
derives from the natural feeling of wanting to
serve others first. A central theme is chosen
each year around which all of the activities
revolve.
“I went to RYLA last year and have to say
that they did a pretty good job. The theme was
‘Stop, Change, Go,’ and all of the activities
tied into that rather uniquely. I’m glad I was
chosen for this,” said RYLA alum Bradley
Kaufman, a senior at Holtville High School.
The retreat itself is packed with interesting and involved activities that test a person’s
ability as a team player and community leader.
Small-group discussions and debates, obstacle
courses and team challenges, as well as an
audience with several motivational speakers,
all serve to provide Rylarians with opportunities to grow more confident in their leadership
roles.
Rylarians begin the retreat by dividing into
small teams of roughly seven or eight people,
and end with a camp-wide dance and bonfire.
“RYLA was a life-changing experience
that left a lasting impact on me. Everyone
there is a leader which made it really easy to
interact and share our different views,” said
junior Dominic Duong. “Rating it an 11 out of
10 would be an understatement.”

(Left to right) Jean Shaw, Dr. Jerry Wisnieu ('64), Fr. Kevin Mullins, Kelly Coyne, and Dcn. Hardick enjoy a Night on the Cape.
Photo courtesy of Ms. Callery
By Gian Ferrer ('17)
unteering
and
hospitality,
and
used
it
to
raise
During
the
night, President Hearn thanked
EDITOR
money for general expenditures. Different the parents, and revealed that Saints was
A giant tent goes up, students themes are chosen every year to establish a $380,000 away from reaching a goal $12.5
gawk, and everyone wonders: what is this type of decor for the tent as well as the food.
million of financing for the new activity censo-called Big One people keep talking about?
This year’s theme was Night on the Cape, ter. Construction for the new activity center is
Answer: it is the mother of all fundraisers.
but previous ones include Under the Tuscan set to begin next August.
The tent has provided an imposing venue Sun, Sailabration, and Back to the Future.
“The evening surpassed our wildest
for the annual fundraiser known as the Big This year, the fundraiser’s focus was exclu- dreams,” President Hearn said, regarding the
One, the biggest fundraiser of the year attend- sively on the new student activity center, the amount of money raised for the new activity
ed by both parents and alumni. This year’s expansion known as Saints II.
center.
37th annual Big One was held on the night of
The auction featured wine, trips, Red
Ms. Callery, the director of community
April 25, 2015.
Bags, and even a puppy, but the prize that relations and special events, expressed high
The Big One fundraiser was started by many parents were determined to win was the hopes for next year’s fundraiser.
Saints alumni to raise money for the school’s Draw Down. The winner of the Draw Down
“I will make some changes, but it’s a surathletic programs, and was originally held in raffle is offered $10,000, or a year of free tu- prise. I will say that it will be more affordable
the gym.
ition. This year’s winner was the Dinapoli to more families, but people will just have to
After the formation of the Austin Parent family, who chose free tuition.
wait and see.”
Association, the President’s Office of Saint
The grand total raised by the Big One was
This year’s Big One was the most sucAugustine High School took control of the approximately $175,000 and the Raise Your cessful fundraiser in Saints history and dem“Big One” event from the Austin Parent As- Paddle event was the largest contributor as onstrates the high level of parent support for
sociation, which began to focus more on vol- items were sold for over $20,000.
future developments.

Sixth SAVI Held at Villanova Prep
By Daniel Wehbe ('17)
STAFF WRITER
On April 16, Saints sophomores
made the long drive to Villanova Preparatory School in Ojai, California for a retreat
intended to change their lives. SAVI, the
Student Augustinian Values Institute, is an
annual retreat attended by students from
Augustinian schools in order to enrich their
understanding of Augustinian values and to
learn how to positively impact their own
schools when they return.
There are nine Augustinian schools
who come together from all over North
America, from San Diego to New Jersey,
and even Toronto, Canada. The students
come together to share their Augustinian
values and ideas, and leave with lifelong
friendships and memories.
“I think SAVI is so important because
it shows the kids that we’re not the only
school out there that does what we do.
I think it gives us a real sense of purpose
and shows us that we’re a part of something bigger than just ourselves,” said Fr.
Kirk who, along with Mrs. Walp, led the six
Saintsmen on the retreat.
On the first night, students shared the
videos that they made about their schools
and their values. All nine videos mentioned
the core values of Unitas, Veritas, and Caritas. The videos were followed by various
ice-breaking activities and games.
“It was so crazy how we all got along
so quickly,” said Rosanne Zitoli from Villanova College in Ontario, Canada. “I think it
was because we all shared common values.
Everyone just wanted to make friends.”
Over the next three days, SAVI participants deepened their faith with daily
Masses held by former Saints teacher Fa-

The Saints delegation consisted of Chris Bernens, Sean Panado, Noah DiNapoli, Juan Carlos Meave, Joey Tanaka, and Danny Wehbe
Photo courtesy of Villanova Prep
ther Alvin, who taught at Saints two years ing to the beach, taking a hike, or simply positively impact their communities. That’s
ago. Sister Rachel, the vice principal of having free time.
what’s important, having our young people
Villanova Prep, also led a daily prayer serSAVI 6.0 may have ended, but it is defi- take action for what they believe in,” Mr.
vice through which the participants learned nitely not over for these sophomores.
Horne said.
about a great variety of ways to express
“SAVI helped me to understand and
The SAVI participants from Saints
their faith in God.
live the Augustinian core values. I also met look forward to bringing many new ideas
However, the retreat was not all about some great people and became closer to my to Saints, such as weekly adoration and a
sitting inside and praying, as the students fellow Saintsmen,” Joe Tanaka said.
9-11 dedication mass. Be on the lookout for
also enjoyed recreational activities. They
“I think the best part about SAVI is these SAVI sophomores to make a big imhad new experiences each day such as go- that the students are held responsible to pact in our community.
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Improv Club Raised from the Dead

Members of the team play an improv game to hone their skills.
By David Pepper ('16)
EDITOR
The Saints Improv Club is one
of the fastest growing clubs on campus. Its
membership has more than doubled in the
past year, and it is involved in a competition sponsored by the National Comedy
Theater.
Mr. Bernens, the club moderator, started the Improv Club 10 years ago, but the
club fizzled out only a few years later due to
a lack of focus. However, three years ago,
the students asked to form an Improv Club
to compete in the National Comedy Theater, and Mr. Bernens recreated the club. A

President Carter
Cleans Beaches
With Saintsmen
By Brendan Leahy ('16)
EDITOR
Recently, Mr. Davis and junior
Carter Faucher established the St. Augustine High School Chapter of the Surfrider
Foundation with the aim of helping the
public enjoy cleaner beaches.
Founded in 1984, the Surfrider Foundation has eighty-four chapters and thirty
high school and college clubs around
America, which run various programs
focused on “beach access, clean water,
coastal preservation, and ocean protection.” The Surfrider Club attends beach
cleanups held once or twice a month
hosted by the Surfrider Foundation, which
connects more than two hundred and fifty
thousand worldwide volunteers in an effort to preserve beaches and oceans.
The club’s moderator, Mr. Davis,
originally came up with the idea to found
the chapter, and approached junior Carter
Faucher to help organize it. Faucher, an
active member of the Saints surf community, soon became the club’s president.
Since the club’s founding, it has become
quite popular in a short period of time, a
testament to how many Saintsmen are enthusiastic about the condition of our local
beaches.
“We are just a group of Saintsmen who
get together about once or twice a month
to help pick up trash,” Faucher said. “It’s
really a great group of guys.”
In the future, the club is looking to expand its activities by organizing its own
beach cleanups in order to make a larger
impact. For more information on the dates
of the cleanups, look for the fliers around
campus or talk to Mr. Davis or President
Carter.

former Saints alumnus and member of the
original improv team, Alex Badham ('05),
became the team’s mentor and coach and
works with the team four times a year.
The team competes against various
schools across the county in league matches designed to help the students get into
character and become more confident when
communicating with an audience. These
matches allow the students to think on their
feet and to create an appropriate and humorous environment.
“Improv club is perhaps the most valuable club for actors on campus as it teaches
them to work together as a team,” Mr. Bernens said.

Max Brandon ('16)
“These matches are a great system to allow us to improve our people skills,” junior
Fred Smyth said.
The non-competitive environment permits the teams to bond and to practice public speaking and spontaneous thinking.
Last weekend, twenty students from
both Saints and OLP competed in a countywide tournament and won both of their
matches. Although the team did not win the
tournament this year, seniors Eammon Garland and Matthew Tolliver were featured in
the San Diego Union Tribune.
The Improv Club meets on Friday afternoons from 1:15 to 3:30 in Mr. Bernens’s
room, and anyone is welcome to join.

Arnn-ifacts
Raffled for Charity
By Ryan Chand ('16)
STAFF WRITER
Since Mrs. Arnn is retiring after
20 years of teaching at Saints, she figured a
few students might want a memento or two
from her classroom, so she offered Saintsmen
a chance to obtain some of them through a raffle. Students had the opportunity to buy tickets on May 18 and 19 during lunch, and the
proceeds will go the Hogar Infantil orphanage.
Then, after Mass on May 20, she announced
the lucky twenty winners who then went to
went to her room to select their prizes. The
winners were ranked from 1st to 20th place
and they chose their prizes in the order of their
ranking. The iconic prizes which every former
student of Mrs. Arnn’s class is sure to remember included famous padded Saints basketball
chair, her Kentucky state flag, and her highly
coveted giant penguin.
Mrs. Arnn was shocked at the raffle results. What she considered mostly junk, others saw as treasure—the raffle raised $450.
But to the many Saintsmen who took part in
the raffle, it isn’t so much about the objects
themselves as it is about having something by
which to remember her.
Junior Martin Quiroga was excited about his
third place win. “I am honored to have a piece of
Mrs. Arnn memorabilia because it will allow
me to forever recall the fond memories I have
of my experience in the class,” Quiroga said.
Although Mrs. Arnn looks forward to her
retirement, she will miss the Saints community.
“I am excited not to have to work this hard
anymore, or get up early every day because
I hate the alarm clock. I will certainly miss
greeting a new crop of freshmen each year,”
she said.
I will miss the faculty who are the most
amazing people I have ever worked with. And,
I’ll miss laughing very hard with silly boys.”

Students Grilled at Annual Austin Exams
By Jacob Smart ('15)
STAFF WRITER

At tomorrow’s senior awards
assembly, seven seniors will be recognized
for their performance on the Austin Exams, a series of rigorous oral examinations
which cover mathematics, religion, social
studies, fine arts, science, and English.
Since the mid-1960s, the Austin exams
have been given to select seniors who sit
toward the top of the pack of their graduating class by virtue of their GPA. Originally,
each student was sent into a room where
he would be seated with all six department
chairpersons. There, for ten minutes at a
time in succession, each chair would ask
questions pertaining to their subject. This
format had its problems, however, as it
made for a very lengthy process; each student would be stuck in that room for an entire hour, and the chairs would spend close
to seven hours testing students. Fortunately, four years ago, Mr. Christian da Luz,
the Austin Exam coordinator, was tasked
with reforming the exams and significant
changes were made.
The most notable change concerned
the format. Each participant now has ten
minutes alone with each department head
to discuss the topics of that subject. This
creates a rotation for the participants, who
move from one department head to the
next instead of having to face them all at
once. Now, the total length of all the Austin
Exams has been reduced from seven hours
to only 90 minutes.
“The current system has a faster breakdown, making it much easier for individual
department heads to compare the strengths
and weaknesses of each participant without being influenced by how participants
did in other areas,” Mr. Da Luz said.
Mr. Da Luz also added a section for the
visual and performing arts, which was not

included in the original Austins. Another
major change consisted of adding an ESLR
component, which takes place after all the
individual interviews. For this, participants
are given time to prepare and deliver a ten
minute speech in response to one of three
questions about an ESLR. This section is
conducted in the presence of all the department heads and other administrators who
wish to sit in. After their presentations,
Austin scholars are free to either go home
or return to class for the rest of the day.
When everyone is finished, the department heads discuss the performance of
the students, who receive the distinction
of graduating as a Cum Laude, Magna
Cum Laude, or Summa Cum Laude Austin
Scholar.
Despite being given a study guide
ahead of time, the Austins can be a fairly
stressful experience. Still, the participants

are able to look back at it fondly as just another rewarding and challenging milestone
along the path to success at Saints.
“It was an honor just to receive the recognition [to participate at all]. It allowed
me to show others as well as myself the
scope of knowledge that I have gained
since starting at Saints,” senior Christopher
Sanchez said.
“I had heard of the Austin exams from
Saints alums, but I really did not have any
idea of what they entailed. I was excited
to have the opportunity to participate and
represent my fellow seniors to the best of
my ability,” senior David Valley said.
While only a handful of students from
each class have the opportunity to participate in the exams, it is well worth the effort
to demonstrate how far each student has
come on the Saints journey.

Bottom to top: Austin Beaulieu, David Valley, Jacob Smart, Christian Lloyd
Not pictured: Alex Danilowicz, Christopher Sanchez, Julio Serrano Max Brandon ('16)
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Senior Superlatives
(Editor's picks)

The Senior that is Most Likely to...

Have His Lucky Charms Stolen:

Eammon Garland

Become Canadian Citizen:

Sam Sphire

Deafen Self With Sneeze:

Mike Handy

Play at EDC:

Cut Down a Tree With Fist:

Win Dancing With the Stars:

Become Twitter verified:

Corwin Palacios

Dominic Rymer

Direct James Bond Reboot:

Bryan Riel

Kristian Arceo

Justin Magbutay

Faint During Graduation:

Octavio Tudela

Track & Field
Sprints to CIF
By David Pepper ('16)
EDITOR
This past Friday, Saints Varsity
Track and Field participated in the Western
League Finals at Serra High School. Athletes achieved qualifying times and marks
to be eligible to compete in the CIF preliminary meet this Saturday at Mount Carmel
High School.
Among others, the sprinters performed
exceptionally on Friday. The meet began
very well for Saints as the 4 by 100 meter relay team, composed of juniors Myles Johnson and Elijah Preston, sophomore Darrell
Broussard, and freshman Isaac Taylor ran a
blistering time of under 44 seconds to win
first place.
Adding to this success, junior Nick
Bordelon placed first in the 400 meter race
setting a personal best at 51.79 seconds, automatically seeding him in the CIF preliminary meet.
“Not everybody gets this opportunity,
and I hope all of the hard work throughout
the season will pay off,” Bordelon said.
Meanwhile, junior Tanner Battikha
placed first in both the long jump, jumping
over twenty-three feet, and the triple jump,
jumping over forty-five feet. Battikha will
be returning to the CIF meet for the third
time and remains excited as ever.
“It’s always a lot of fun, and there’s a lot
of competition for the jumpers. I think I can
make it for long [jump] and triple [jump]
this year too,” Battikha said.
Complementing their success, junior
Nick Heid placed first in the high jump,
jumping six feet and three inches, and senior Chris Gesell placed first in the shot put,
throwing forty-four feet and three inches.
“We’re looking forward to all of our
athletes competing, and for them to have another opportunity to improve their times and
marks in order to go on to the CIF finals,”
said sprinting coach James Gross.

How Saints Raised $21,374* for Hogar Infantil
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*Not including the $450 recently raised by the “Arnn-ifacts” raffle.
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Summer
Homework

By Carlos Escobosa ('17)

