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Pres. Edward Hearn

Jean Shaw

GYM AT LAST—Architect drawing of the new Saints Student Activity Center (gym), which 
faces 32nd Street between Palm and Nutmeg.  Construction begins November 9, 2015.

CHAMPIONSHIP COACH—Last season, 
Mr. Richard Sanchez, Varsity Football 
Coach, led the school to its first ever Divi-
sion 1 championship. Read this page for 
Coach Sanchez’s thoughts on this year’s 
team. Photo courtesy: UT-San Diego/
Charlie Neuman

A DREAM COMES TRUE
ConstruCtion Begins nov. 9 on new gym/student Center

By Edward Hearn, President, St. Augustine High School

In January 2012, Saints launched a Capital Campaign in support of Phase 
2, a new Student Community Center, which features a modern gymna-

sium.  During these past three and a half years, a platform has been built 
which will allow Saints to realize a dream Fr. John Sanders, OSA had for 
the school in the 1990s during his principalship.  A new gymnasium, in his 
view, would create a more useful space for the building of community and 
provide a larger space for the support of athletics.

 This fall, Saints will launch a $25 million construction project which will 
make Fr. Sanders’ dream a reality.  Additionally, a new off-street parking 
lot will be constructed where the current outside basketball courts reside 

Q&A WITH COACH 
RICHARD SANCHEZ 

Previewing saints  
FootBall season

Editor’s note: Saints Head Coach Richard San-
chez and the Saints Varsity Football Team return 
to the field to defend the school’s 2014 Divi-
sion 1 CIF Championship.  Saints captured top 
Division 1 honors with a last second touchdown 
beating Madison 49-42 at Southwestern College.

Q: SAINTS SCENE: What’s Varsity Football 
focusing on during the summer?

THANK YOU!—Jean 
Shaw, an administrative 
assistant at St. Augustine 
High since 1965 retires. 
The school’s beloved 
beanie maker has sewn 
more than 8,600 Fresh-
man caps.

WELCOME BACK, 
EVERYONE!

By Christopher Callipari (’16) 
Associated Student Body President

As our summer fades 
and the school year 

is quickly approach-
ing, I would like to 
take the opportunity to 
give a warm welcome 
to all Saints families, 
especially those who 
are new to our Saints 
family.  This year, 
2015-2016, is going to 

be a monumental year in St. Augustine High 
School history with the breaking ground on 
our beautiful Event Center! We have come 
such a long way from September 18, 1922 
when 15 young men enrolled here at Saints. 
The faculty and staff have proved to be ad-
vocates for boy’s education as they continue 
to promote the importance of this Catholic 

Christopher Callipari, '16

AfTER 43 YEARS  
AND 8,600 BEANIES!

saints Beloved Beanie 
maker retires 

Making freshmen wear beanies is one 
of the more endearing traditions at St. 

Augustine, the all boys high school located 
at Nutmeg and 32nd streets in historic North 
Park.  For “Welcome Week” at the beginning 
of the school year, the incoming ninth grad-
ers must don their gold and purple beanies.  
And, heaven help the frosh that leaves his 
beanie at home.



AUGUSTINIAN HERITAGE

IS ST. AUGUSTINE STILL REVELANT?
introduCtion to a year-long series on 

augustine: a student, a teaCher, a Parent
By Bob Gavoto, O.S.A., (’55), Saints Chaplain
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Saint Augustine of Hippo, 354-430 AD
Image Courtesy Library of Congress

The key roles in education are those of 
the parent, the student and the teacher.  

Each one has a significant, important, and 
indispensable role to play.  A valuable 
resource for understanding these roles is 
Saint Augustine.  Not only was he a student, 
a teacher and a parent, but he has also 
given us worthwhile and helpful insights 
into these roles.  
 Fortunately – since I am no expert on 
Saint Augustine! – one of my Augustinian 
Spanish brothers,  Pedro Rubio Bardon, 
has given us an excellent booklet entitled 
Educacion – Estilo Agustiniano.  It has been 
adapted and translated into English, Educa-
tion, An Augustinian Approach, by an-
other of my Augustinian brothers, Michael 
Morahan, from the Australian Province.  In 
this booklet the author sketches Augustine’s 
own experience of these three roles.  Then 
each role is explored by delving into Augus-
tine’s own writings.  
 For our mutual benefit during this com-
ing school year, I will be taking excerpts 
from this booklet. Credit will be given by 
referencing page numbers. We can thus 
appreciate better an Augustinian approach 
to education which we all are involved in.  
We will be dealing, then, with Augustine, a 
student, teacher and a parent, over these 
next months.  
 One might rightly ask: Is St. Augustine 
really still that relevant today? Why study 
Augustine who lived so long ago? As 
pointed out in the Introduction to the book-
let, there are several reasons for the continu-
ing relevance of Augustine.  One reason is 
that the times in which we live have many 
similarities to those of Augustine.  

 “These are the times when many find morality uncertain and many are disenchanted with 
the political processes.  Many espouse belief in nothing beyond the immediate and the physi-
cal.  Others have incredible belief in the human and the self but with little reference to the 
transcendent.  In this we have shades of the Manichees and the Pelagians of Augustine’s time.  
 Sects abound, while at the same time profound skepticism has a certain acceptability, 
especially in some academic circles.  These are also times of much noise and little silence.  For 
many people in our schools this is an era of great activity with little time to look within…In his 
writings, Augustine responds to many situations so similar to these.
 “Another fundamental reason his writings continue to speak to us is that his thinking 
relates education to what it means to be human. Augustine does not offer us a simple 
recipe to follow but rather an approach.  
 This approach is both less than and much more than a simple set of instructions about 
what to do.  His approach is based on the experience of ourselves as human beings ‘on the 
way’, i.e. people searching, seeking ultimately for God and an understanding of self.  It is 
a unique approach involving being with others and being at their service, of listening to the 
Teacher of all, and with a sense of being ‘at school’ with all other human beings.
 “The relevance and power of his approach are the prime reasons for studying Augustine’s 
reflections on education today.” (Page 5)
 So, let us begin our reflections on Augustine: a student, teacher, and parent.  
 St. Augustine, pray for us!

SUMMER IN 
EUROPE

This summer, Saints and AOLP part-
nered together for a global student 

leadership conference sponsored by EF 
Tours. Four Saintsmen and 22 AOLP 
students participated in a 10-day trip to 
Amsterdam, The Hague, Paris, and Ge-
neva, as part of a themed trip that focused 
on “Human Rights in Education.” Some of 
the highlights of the trip included the Van 
Gogh Museum, Anne Frank’s House, the 
Peace Palace in The Hague, Muslim World 
Heritage Center, and the United Nations 
buildings.
  At the conclusion of the trip, the stu-
dents then moved on to Davos, Switzer-
land, for a two-day leadership conference 
covering “Innovation and Technology in 
Education.” The conference’s keynote 
speaker was Sir Ken Robinson. 
 The Saintsmen (Diego Garcia ’18, 
Dario Gutierrez ’18, Ryan Kenney ’18, 
Ivan Tapia ’17, and faculty member Mr. 
Matt Linville) participated in both large 
and small group activities with nearly 
1,500 other students from all across the 
U.S. It was a very successful and educa-
tional experience enjoyed by all.

EURO TRIP—Saintsmen touring Europe as 
part of the Global Student Leadership Con-
ference this summer were [L-to-R:] Dario 
Gutierrez ’18, Ivan Tapia ’17, Ryan Kenney 
’18, and Diego Garcia ’18.

†
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SCHOOL ASKS PATIENCE DURING 
UPCOMING CAMPUS CONSTRUCTION

By Steve Chipp, Saints Executive Director/Finance

Construction of the long awaited and much anticipated new Student Activities Center is targeted to begin the second week of November 2015. 
And while an air of excitement will permeate throughout Saints during the 14 months of construction activity, the school community will be faced 

with the inconveniences of moving about campus with a massive job site located right in its center.
 Perimeter construction fencing will result in a barrier to foot traffic between the areas of Dougherty Gym and the south side of campus (Vasey, 
Villanova, and Mendel Halls). Pedestrians use to taking the existing sidewalk adjacent to the track will be re-routed onto the track surface and a tem-
porary stairway/ADA ramp will be positioned at the southwest corner of the upper field linking the two sides of campus. 
 Due to the school’s small footprint (7 ½ acres) the existing faculty parking lot and a section of the outside basketball courts will be fenced off to 
provide space for construction trailers and the lay down of materials. Construction vehicle access to the job site will be from 32nd St. inhibiting the 
use of the sidewalk on the east side of 32nd St.
 While the perimeter fencing will be up throughout construction, other areas of campus will be temporarily impacted as work moves outside the 
boundaries of the Student Activities Center. When landscape enhancements are made in the vicinity of Keane Plaza, new pathways (yet to be final-
ized) will be created between Vasey and Villanova Halls. 
In the final stages of construction, fencing will go up when the north-to-south reorientation of the existing faculty parking lot and installation of a 
new auxiliary field south of Dougherty Gym take place.
 “We all need to pre-plan where to park and how to move throughout campus when attending events on site, particularly those taking place in 
and around Dougherty Gym” says Steve Chipp, Executive Director of Finance & Facilities. He adds, “Remember these disruptions will be temporary 
and our patience will be rewarded at the end.”
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Family Mass 
& Brunch

In Peaceful Vasey PatIo 

sunday, sePtember 13th at 9:30 a.m.
come together wIth members of the saInts communIty 

to Pray for a successful school year for our sons.

www.sahs.org/austinparents • austin parents association of st. augustine high school
3266 nutmeg st., san dIego, ca. 92104

honor code of saIntsmen
each saintsman, as a man of  god, is called to live out our core 

values of  community, truth and love:

a saintsman's word is true.
a saintsman's work is his own.

a saintsman respects the rights, feelings, and property  
of  others and encourages others to do the same.

unIty
unItas

truth
VerItas

loVe
carItas
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Important Dates  
For Students and Parents:
 
August 26th                  Orientation Day
                                     Seniors 3:00 pm
  Juniors 1:00 pm
                                     Sophomores 2:00 pm
                                     Freshmen 4:00 pm

August 27th                  First Day of School
                                     Regular Attire
  Schedule #1

August 29th & 30th    Frosh Parent Gathering
                                     4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
                                     Vasey Patio

September 2nd  Senior Parent College Night
                                     6:30 pm

September 7th               Labor Day
                                     No School
                                   Offices Closed

September 9th               Meet the Teachers Night
                                     6:30 pm

September 11th             Last Day to Drop or Add a Class

September 13th             Family Mass
                               9:30 am
                                  Vasey Patio

September 21 – 23rd     Frosh Welcome Week

September 27th             Sophomore Father/Son Event

September 28 - 30th     Frosh Dance Lessons
                                     3:00 pm – 4:00 pm

October 1st                   Frosh Dance Lessons
                                     3:00 pm – 4:00 pm

October 2nd                 Homecoming Game

October 3rd                  Homecoming Dance

October 7th & 8th          8th Grade Visitation Days

October 10th & 11th      Frosh Overnight Retreat

October 14th                 Testing Day 9th, 10th, 11th Grades
                                     Senior Courthouse Trip

October 14th                 APA Lecture Series – College Topics Night

October 19th                 APA Lecture Series – Abigail James Speaker

October 28th                 APA Lecture Series – Safe Driving

HOMECOMING DANCE—This year the school’s Home-
coming Dance will be early this year, Saturday, Oct. 3, 

one day after the Homecoming Football game on Oct. 2.

ONE AND A TWO—Yes, it is an all-boys school until the Fresh-
man students from the Academy of Our Lady of Peace arrive Sept. 
28th thru 30th for Saints annual Frosh Dance Lessons.

WELCOME CLASS OF 2019—Parents and or guardians of incom-
ing ninth graders (aka “the Frosh”) are invited to Frosh Parent Gath-
ering Aug. 29 and or Aug. 30 from 4pm to 6pm on Vasey Patio.

BEANIE WEEK—Parents can be of serious value by reminding 
their Freshman son to wear his beanie during Frosh Welcome 
Week, Sept. 21 thru 23rd.  So far only one Frosh in the 93 year 
history of the school ever forgot to bring his beanie to school. What 
happened to him?  Search teams were never able to locate him.
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APA OFFICERS 2015-2016            
 

President Doug Mooney                  
Vice-President of Hospitality Leilani Hines                                    
Vice-President of Volunteerism Sofia Samouris                 
Vice-President of Publicity Kim Schattinger                
Treasurer Bob Brooke                                      
Secretary Linda Danielski                                
President Emeritus Kelly Coyne                                      
Administration Representative James Horne                                    
 

APA CLASS  REPRESENTATIVES
 

Senior Class Cindi Robertson               
Junior Class Christine Valentini                          
Sophomore Class Mia Lloyd                                         
Freshman Class Maya Madsen                                 
 

APA BOARD MEETINGS 2015-2016
 

July 22, 2015 Board Meeting  6:30 p.m. Vasey Hall
August 12, 2015 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. Vasey Hall
September 9, 2015 General Meeting 6:30 p.m. Meet the Teachers Night
September 30, 2015 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. Vasey Hall
October 21, 2015 General Meeting 6:30 p.m. College Topics Night
November 4, 2015 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. Vasey Hall
December 2, 2015 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. Vasey Hall
January 28, 2016 General Meeting 6:30 p.m. Intersession Expo
February 3, 2016 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. Vasey Hall
March 2, 2016 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. Vasey Hall
April 13, 2016 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. Vasey Hall
May 4, 2016 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. Vasey Hall
June 8, 2016 APA Dinner 6:30 p.m. Vasey Patio
 
 
For more information about the Austin Parents Association and email links to APA officers 
or representatives visit www.sahs.org and click on the “parents” tab

fAMILY
INVOLVEMENT

BEGINS AT HOME
By James Horne, Principal

Interested in your son having a successful 
year of high school?? What parent isn’t? 

Here’s a tried and true way to help that hap-
pen. Get involved in the life of the school and 
support the Austin Parents Association.
 Your son may not admit it today, next 
week, next month – but he’s watching you, 
looking to you to set the example. By vol-
unteering at various APA events, you are 
“walking the walk”... oh, and meeting other 
parents, Saintsmen, faculty and staff, making 
friends and enriching YOUR Saints Experi-
ence.
 So here’s how to help: Start by visiting the 
Austin Parents Association pages on the Saints 
website www.sahs.org. Note the meetings 
and events that interest you and jump in. 
There are email links to the chairpersons of 
each event. 
 There are so many ways to help.
 You can drive group of Saintsmen
to a band contest or baseball practice, (The 
time you spend driving, dropping off and 
picking up counts toward parent service 
hours), meet with St. Monica’s Prayer Group 
on Thursday mornings, mentor a Saintsman 
at your business during Intersession, and 
much more.
 The school requests that each family 
pledge 25 hours of their time each year, 
make yours memorable.

†
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Faculty Advisor:
Michael Inzunza
Minzunza@sahs.org

ASB Treasurer
Isaac Vanderbosch, '16

Senior Class  
President:
Chris Keane, '16

Sophomore Class 
Faculty Moderator:
Andrew Pruter
619.292-2184 
x.5558

ASB President:
Chris Callipari, '16

ASB Secretary:
Peter Macie, '16

Junior Class  
Faculty Moderator:
Tom Cudal
tcudal@sahs.org

Sophomore Class 
President:
Chas Parada, '18

Freshman Class Faculty 
Co-Moderator:
Eric Dent
edent@sahs.org

ASB Vice  
President:
Paul Ammons, '16

Senior Class Fac-
ulty Moderator:
John Lamerato
jlamerato@sahs.org

Junior Class  
President
Sean Panado, '17

Freshman Class 
Faculty  
Co-Moderator:
Bill Davis
619.282-2184 
x5589

ASSOCIATED STUDENT BODY OffICERSPRAYER fOR 
THE NEW 

SCHOOL YEAR

All-loving God, giver of life and 
goodness, we call upon Your 

name to give You thanks and praise.
        As we commence this new 
school year, we ask You to send 
upon us the Spirit of Your light and 
Your truth.
        May we strive to recognize Your 
presence in those we meet, in the 
work that we do each day, and in the 
many ways in which You are present 
us every day of our life.
        In our common goals, and in 
our specific roles, let us offer the 
gifts of our loving service as we offer 
one another the mutual support and 
challenges to meet our objectives.
        Continue, we pray, to bless all 
those who seek to live in Your ways.  
By my example and by the example 
of like-minded disciples, may we be 
inspired to remain true to You -and 
to each other - in our words, in our 
actions, and our relationships.
        Straighten us, strengthen us, 
sharpen us, and guide us so that we 
might be worthy instruments of Your 
presence and peace in our commu-
nity.
        Light the fire of Your love in us, 
that we may see ourselves as You 
see us - and that we may see You in 
each person we meet.
        We make this payer through 
Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Prayer by Fr. Kevin Mullins OSA, Pro-
vincial of the Augustinians in the West
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BEANIE MAVEN—For one week during Frosh orientation Week, new St. Augustine High ninth graders must wear their 
traditional beanie.  And, before she retired this year, Mrs. Jean Shaw handmade every school beanie since 1973.

BEANIE MAKER RETIRES
Continued from page 1

 For decades those beanies have been 
handed out without much fanfare.  But, no 
more. The person who has been stitching 
together each and every beanie since 1973 
retired in June.
 What’s a 93-year-old Catholic school 
going to do in the face of a beanie dilemma? 
Who will replace Jean Shaw, the venerable 
beanie boss of Nutmeg Street?
 Fortunately, she hasn’t left the school 
in the lurch.  “True to her ongoing loyalty to 
the school, she made her usual batch of 200 
beanies for the Class of 2019 before tak-
ing her well earned retirement,” said Edwin 
Hearn, Saints president. 
 What about next year? 
 Mrs. Shaw has worked out an agreement 
with Cheryl Shaw, her daughter-in-law to 
assume the role as the school’s new beanie 
maker.  Cheryl is married to Michael Shaw 
one of three Saintsmen sons born to Leo and 
Jean Shaw.  James and Terry Shaw are the 
others. Mr. Shaw graduated in 1949, which 
makes three generation of Shaw men gradu-
ating from the school.  There are also two 
daughters and two grandsons (also Saints-
men).  Currently, she has three granddaugh-
ters at OLP and another grandson at Saints.  
“Obviously, our family is proud to be a part 
of the school for so many years.
 “I plan on helping Cheryl with the pattern 
cutting,” says Mrs. Shaw, “It will be fun.” 
 If you do the math, that is more than 
8,600 beanies to date. “I'd have never dreamt 
it would be that many when I started,” says 
Mrs. Shaw, wife, mother, and grandmother to 
a long line of sons and grandsons who have 
graduated from Saints,“[but] I enjoy sewing 
and it helps me feel connected to Saints.”

 Each purple and gold beanie encom-
passes the brotherhood, tradition, and 
sense of community that St. Augustine High 
School proudly represents. “No other school 
I know of does anything like this, not "Uni", not 
anyone,” insists Mrs. Shaw, who can complete 
seven beanies in one hour when she is on a roll. 
However, that doesn’t mean the process is easy, 
sometimes just one beanie alone can take up 
to a half hour to make! Multiply that by 200, 
and we’ve got a truly dedicated volunteer who 
believes in the loyal sons of Saint Augustine. 
 Said Principal Jim Horne, “The beanies 
are special and very unique. It creates a bond 
for all Saintsmen, through all generations.  
They all wore a beanie and are part of the 
special brotherhood and camaraderie.”
 The beanies are a part of the Freshman 
Welcome Week Tradition that has been going 
on for over 90 years (even before Jean Shaw 
began making them “The beanies are only 
worn during Frosh welcome week .... How-
ever, many Saintsmen, cherish the beanie 
and wear it again on Graduation day under 
their graduation cap” says principal Horne. 
“These beanies come full circle by the end of 
their senior year, standing as a “symbol of the 
brotherhood of Saintsmen, and the sense of 
community that is so strong at Saints.”
 A native of Southport, Indiana, Jean 
moved with her family to San Diego when she 
was 10 years old.  She graduated from San 
Diego High and San Diego State University. 
 In 1965, Mrs. Shaw began to work at St. 
Augustine High as alumni secretary. Since 
then she has worked with five Augustinian 
and one lay principal.  Since then she has 
held many administrative positions with the 
school.

 But, a few years ago, something extraor-
dinary recently happened to Mrs. Shaw. In 
a ceremony held at the Saints Chapel, she 
received from Provincial Steve Ochoa the 
document of affiliation to the Augustinian 
Order at a vesper service at Saints Chapel. 
The document was also signed by the Pope.
 Of her time at Saints, she holds five 
things as nearest and dearest to her heart.
 First, there’s the connection with the 
school as an employee and administrator. 
“And, without Saints I wouldn’t have met my 
husband.  
 Second, she is very proud of being as-
sociated with the Augustinians, including  Fr. 
Anthony Wasco, Fr. Bob Gavotto,  Fr. John 
Keller and the others in the Augustinian 
team that founded the Seminary Guild in the 
1970s.  Third, she fondly recalls being there 
at the founding of the Alumni Association.   In 
1965, Leo Shaw was the school’s first Alumni 
Association president.  Fourth, she is grateful 
for having met and working alongside Dea-
con Richard Hardick, O.S.A. on so many proj-
ects, including the founding and continuation 
of the Intermural program.  “Deacon Dick is 
a very good family friend.  He still works with 
Shaw son and Saintsman Jim Shaw, who is  
coach of the school’s surf team.
 And, fifth, she loved every minute of be-
ing “the beanie lady” to all those Saints Frosh.  
“All those boys and all those beanies,” she 
said with a tear in her eye, “they’re a symbol 
of what is great about this beloved school and 
the community that supports it.”
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES Of CUBA ARE ALIVE AND WELL
Photography by Michael Shess (’05).

The basilica and monastery of San Francisco de Asis, pictured here in Plaza San 
Francisco, were built by the Franciscan order in Havana between 1580-91. Today, the 
structure is a concert venue.  Mike Shess reminds us that Fr. Junipero Serra is up for 
canonization and he will miss his bet if Pope Francis doesn’t visit the basilica that is 
well-known for its statue of Fr. Serra.

La Catedral de la Virgen María de la Concepción Inmaculada de La Habana, Plaza de 
la Catedral, Old Havana, is one of 11 Roman Catholic cathedrals in Cuba.  Completed 
in 1777 it is still in use.  This is an expected site for the Pope to visit while in Havana.

Iglesia Parroquial de 
la Santisima Trinidad 
(Church of the Holy Trin-
ity), is one of the oldest 
churches in this 500-year-
old UNESCO heritage 
site city.  Located on the 
Plaza Mayor, the church 
was completed in 1892.  
It was rebuilt on the site 
of a 17th century church 
that was destroyed by a 
hurricane.

Cathedral de la Purisma Concepción in Cienfuego’s 
main square was built between 1833-59. “Cienfuego 
is the San Diego of Cuba,” says Shess, who compares 
Cuban architecture more like Spain rather than Mexico.

U.S. and Cuban government have had a 
special tourism program since 2011 that 

allows legal visits to the island nation by U.S. 
citizens.  It’s called People to People tours, a 
U.S. Treasury sanctioned guided tour opera-
tion that’s run by selected tour operators in 
the states.  Everyone taking such a tour must 
stay “on the bus” meaning stay with in the 
perimeters of the tour agenda.  The agenda 
being escorted to various Cuban art galleries, 
national museums, concerts, restaurants and 

selected scenic sights.
 Michael Shess, a 2005 grad took a recent 
tour and enjoyed it very much.  “The tour 
operators took care of almost everything,” 
said Shess, “which didn’t give us much free 
time, but our itinerary was so packed the eight 
day tour just flew by. The tour visited Trinidad, 
Cienfuegos, Santa Clara, Playa Giron and 
Havana.
 Shess, who with his business partner Ryan 
Lamb, another ’05 Saintsman, own and oper-

ate West Coaster Magazine, a five year old 
publication catering to the craft beer industry 
in Southern California.  “Didn’t find a lot of 
breweries in Cuba,” he said, “but we visited 
quite a few churches.  In the past generation, 
the Cubans have taken advantage of a re-
laxed attitude by the Communist government 
regarding religion. They can practice their 
religions openly, especially Catholics, who are 
really excited that Pope Francis will visit there 
in late September.”
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SAINTS SCHOLAR ADDED

In the graduation issue of Saints Scene 
earlier this summer the name of Mat-

thew Tolliver (’15) was omitted from the 
roster of Lifetime California State Federa-
tion Scholars.  Saints Scene apologizes for 
the omission because Matthew is in good 
standing with the CSF and should have 
been on the grad list published.  We wish 
the Tolliver family belated congratulations 
for Matthew’s academic achievements 
while at Saints.

TEXT BOOKS ONLINE

St. Augustine High School has chosen Follett Virtual Bookstores as our offi-
cial source of textbooks. Follett works with our teachers and staff to source 

and stock the books our students need for class.
 Follett offers many book options, based on availability. Cost-effective 
solutions include used and rental books where available. In some cases, 
digital books are also an option based on the title and how they are used 
in class. To drive down costs further, at the end of the year Follett buys back 
books that can be used again. You are also able to sell back a book on the 
bookstore website anytime, but books often have the most value towards the 
end of the school year when demand is known.
 Books for fall are generally available during the summer. To receive 
notification when the booklist is posted, sign up for bookstore email at www.
sahs.bkstr.com/email.
 You can shop on our school’s website, www.sahs.bkstr.com now by 
clicking here. The site guides you to the books you need, and ordering 
instructions are available on the site. Books are shipped from Follett’s central 
warehouse right to your doorstep saving the school the expense of holding 
inventory. If you prefer, you can call 877-827-2665 to ask a question or 
have a Follett representative help find a book.

St. AuguStine HigH ScHool

Matthew Tolliver, '15

BIG ONE FOUNDER

Visiting campus this summer were Charlie Callahan, Jr., (’79) 
(far right) and is father Charlie Callahan, Sr. Senior Calla-

han will be forever remembered by the school for the volunteer 
parent, who headed the first ever Big One annual fundraiser.  
On hand to greet the Callahan’s was Saints President Ed Hearn, 
who had just visited Halo Joe’s shop to buy a summertime Saints 
floppy hat.

Follett bookstore in Chicago, 1934.

Counselor – 10th Ms. Julia Mekrut  jmekrut@sahs.org
Counselor – 11th Dr. Jerry Rey  jrey@sahs.org
Counselor – 12th  Mrs. Nancy Caine  ncaine@sahs.org

IMPORTANT CAMPUS CONTACTS
Campus Ministry Fr. Mark Menegatti   mmenegatti@sahs.org
Counselor – 9th Mr. Tim Golden     tgolden@sahs.org

FROSH FAMILY FACT FINDER - A quick tutorial for new parents

As a new Saints Parents, you should know 
there are really four (4) main ways to ob-

tain information about what's happening at St. 
Augustine's.  They are:

1) Saint's website www.sahs.org (browse the 
whole site, but the links you might need most 
are the calendar and the Faculty/Staff directory)
2) Saint's E-Scene (on-line newsletter deliv-

ered direct to your email at the start of each 
month, please sign-up on Saint's home page to 
subscribe)
3) Facebook   http://www.facebook.com/
st.augustine (filled with pictures, event updates, 
community news and student highlights)
4) Twitter   http://twitter.com/#!/saints_info 
(filled with event reminders, community news, 
and student highlights)

You'll find most everything you need amongst 
the sites above, including information and 
points of contact for important events, for 
example, the Freshman Retreat (Oct. 10 & 11, 
2015) and Saints’ Annual Christmas Social 
(Dec. 5, 2015).



11

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM SAINTS ASSOCIATED STUDENTS

WELCOME BACK
Continued from page 1

Q&A WITH COACH RICHARD SANCHEZ  
Continued from page 1

A: COACH SANCHEZ: At Saints we have a series of weight-lifting milestones for the players to set as goals, and we reward their ascension to 
those peaks during a team recognition ceremony. Those milestones are a summation of our 3 major lifts, back squat, bench press, and power 
clean. The first milestone is the 650 club, and for the first time in Saints history about 85% or our Varsity roster has reached that marker. 

Q:  After 6 Years as Saints Football Coach what goals are still ahead for the team?
A: When I came to Saints I made it my mission to make our strength and conditioning program mandatory for our players to build themselves into 
disciplined, strong, and healthy young men, and now after 6 years we are seeing the fruits of that commitment to training. I hope that one day the 
750 or 850 club will be the norm, but the students are learning the benefits of hard work, and that will pay dividends in the fall.

Q. What can Saints fans look for from the defense this season?
A. After a tumultuous last year where our defense dealt with a variety of injuries, depth chart shuffling, and 4 freshmen starting at various times, 
I'm excited to see what a little stability and growth will bring to the defensive unit. Now those freshman and sophomores who started for us out of 
necessity last year are starting, again, but they've earned those spots through hard work and a commitment to expanding their football intelligence 
or FBI. It will be a fun unit to watch, especially with a couple of new faces and the return of some of our seniors who were injured last year.

Q: You have a lot of seniors on this team, how do you feel that will impact your season?
A. As mentioned before, some of them are returning from difficult injuries, but there is an amazing gift 
called perspective that arrives when you're forced to watch while your team struggles and triumphs without 
you. I see a lot of hunger in this group of seniors because of that perspective. Also, they've finished their 
first three football season in the CIF championship, so they want to keep that tradition alive. It is up to our 
coaching staff to put them in the position to be successful. 

Q:  How’s the upcoming schedule shaping up?
A: We have a very difficult schedule, we face 3 teams that are top 30 in the state (Cathedral, Loyola, and 
Vista Murrieta) plus our local rivals over at Madison and Eastlake, but our goals remain the same: win 
League, CIF, and State championships. 

Q: Who are the team leaders?
A. If our senior captains, Francoise Sims III, Elijah Preston, Michael Alves, and Quinn Seau, can lead this 
team with focus, determination, and accountability, then I know we will have a successful season.

liberal arts education here at Saints. 
 This year I am excited to welcome several 
new teachers to our community, as well as 
our Class of 2020. To the freshman, I encour-
age you to become involved; learn to love 
Saints and everything it has to offer you. Be 
you, introduce yourself to new people, and 
always be respectful of the faculty, Augustin-
ians, and upperclassmen. You are going to 
experience a lot during the next couple of 
months including weekly mass, The PIT, Frosh 
Welcome Week and Frosh Dance Lessons. 
 All of these make up the core of each 
Saintsman’s journey. The ASB team is here to 
make this transition year as easy as possible. 
Please do not hesitate to ask myself or other 
members of the ASB for help, whether it be 
new locker combinations, or where to find 
Friday night football tickets! New parents, 
thank you for giving you child the unique 
opportunity to be apart of something greater 
than himself here at Saints. The brotherhood 
that is professed so strongly is indescribable 
but I guarantee that the view from the specta-

tor seats will in no time allow you the ability 
to see the true meaning of the Saints Brother-
hood. 
 Since being elected in May 2015, the new 
ASB team has been hard at work planning 
the 2015-2016 school year. Our junior class 
is already planning Homecoming to be held 
at the Manchester Grand Hyatt, Downtown 
on October 3rd. Another addition to the 
calendar is the first ever “All Saints Week” in 
the late spring! I am very blessed to have a 
first-class team of Saintsmen who are prov-
ing to be dedicated leaders to the mission of 
this school. Along with having great student 
leaders we are fortunate to have the support 
and patience of our administrative staff and 
moderators. The ASB serves you, the students, 
and will work hard to give you a memorable 
school year. 
 Our school is very lucky to have the 
Augustinian friars on our campus. Their pres-
ence provides a unique sense of community 
and faith. They continue to instill in us the im-
portance of our core values of Unitas, Veritas, 

and Caritas. We are all unified as one body 
of Christ, one school, and one community. 
We are true disciples of Christ and the great-
est part about being a Saintsmen is being the 
living example of Christ in our community. 
 Finally to my brothers, the last three 
years have gone so fast and already creeping 
around the corner are those college applica-
tion deadlines! Thank you for making the last 
three years so memorable. I promise to do 
my part in making this final year one for the 
books. Parents, thank you for your continued 
support in allowing us to develop into young 
men. I know that with the help of our col-
lege counseling staff, we will be able to get 
through the next few months together!
 St. Augustine High School is a fraternal 
community and I am so honored to be rep-
resenting Saints this year. Here’s to another 
year of academic, athletic, and extra-curric-
ular strides! I’m looking forward to all of the 
laughs, good times, and memories that will 
be shared with my fellow Saintsmen and the 
entire Saints community! 
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LESSONS fROM MADIBA
saints FaCulty/adminstrators attend Boys sChool ConFerenCe in south aFriCa.

By Andy Pruter, Saints Faculty

Campus of the Bishop’s School, Cape Town, South Africa.

Nobel Peace Prize winner Bishop Desmond Tutu and St. Augustine faculty member Andrew Pruter 
recently attended the international boys school conference in Cape Town, South Africa.  Bishop 
Tutu was the keynote speaker.

Saints Science and Technology instructor, Mr. Todd Igelman, presented his research on “How 
making an automated garden helps boys understand and value sustainability” at the Interna-
tional Boys School Coalition conference in July in Cape Town, South Africa.

The 22nd annual International Boys' School 
Coalition conference was hosted in Cape 

Town South Africa in July.  The conference 
was held at the prestigious Bishops school.  
The theme for the conference was "Lessons 
from Madiba.”  Madiba was the affectionate 
name of respect used for Nelson Mandela.  
 The focus of the conference was the influ-
ence and teachings of Nelson Mandela.  After 
participating in the conference and listening 
to the key note speakers it is clear all of us 
have a lot to learn from Madiba's  lessons 
about forgiveness, inclusion and unity.
 Saints administration and faculty mem-
bers, including President Ed Hearn, Todd 
Igelman, Father Kirk Davis and Andy Pruter, 
attended the conference.  “Definitely the con-
ference was a once in a lifetime experience,” 
said Mr. Hearn, “especially being able to see 
and listen to the inspiring speech by Nobel 
Prize winner Bishop Desmond Tutu.”  The 
Bishop was awarded the Nobel Peach Prize in 
1984.
 His speech focused on forgiveness and 
reconciliation. Highlighted by a great sense 
of humor, Bishop Tutu challenged all in at-
tendance to do a little better in their lives and 
make the world a better place.  Seeing him 
speak, it was clear, we were in the presence 
of greatness.
 Other key speakers included Rory Steyn 
(head of President Mandela's security team) 
Judge Edwin Cameron(top crusader against 
AIDS in South Africa) and Dr. Wilhelm Verwo-
erd (grandson of president who established 
Apartheid).  Consistently through all of these 
amazing speeches it was clear we were 
listening to the founding fathers of modern 
and democratic South Africa.  Their courage 
to stand up for what was right transformed 
South Africa into what it is today.
 In addition to the conference, participants 
experienced South Africa.  Some of these 
highlights included climbing Table Mountain, 
visiting wineries, seeing Robben Island (where 
Mandela was imprisoned), going to the Cape 
of Good Hope, and enjoying the fine culinary 
fare of South Africa.



SCHOOL LAUNCHES “CANVAS” LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

During the 2014-2015 school year, St. Augustine High School ad-
opted and began the implementation of a new Learning Manage-

ment System (LMS) known as CANVAS.  The article that follows will 
provide you with a basic overview of this new system and how CANVAS 
will serve to enhance your educational experience at Saints.  
 
Let us begin at the beginning – What exactly is a Learning Man-
agement System, otherwise known as an LMS?
 A learning management system (LMS) is a software application or 
Web-based technology used to plan, implement, and assess a specific 
learning process. Typically, a learning management system provides 
an instructor with a way to create and deliver content, monitor student 
participation, and assess student performance. A learning management 
system may also provide students with the ability to use interactive fea-
tures such as threaded discussions, video conferencing, and discussion 
forums.  While a series of features is quite common, the full capabilities 
of the LMS will vary between organizations and intended uses. The fol-
lowing elements best describe an LMS:  

• The ability to create class rosters, develop digital learning commu-
nities, and create a myriad of multi-media interactions that support 
the curriculum and broaden the knowledge base of the student.

• The ability to upload and manage documents containing curricu-
lum content. 

• The ability to deliver course content over a Web-based interface, 
allowing for an enhanced educational experience for the instructor 
and student. 

• The ability to create and publish course calendars and maintain a 
virtually unlimited database of files and supporting texts. 

• The ability to interact between students via functionalities like in-
stant messaging, email, and forums. 

• The ability to establish methods for assessment and testing, such as 
multiple choice quizzes 

Why adopt an LMS?
 St. Augustine High School is constantly seeking out ways in which 
we can improve our delivery of the curriculum.  To that end, and in 
an effort to increase efficiencies in communications between teacher, 
student, and parent, St. Augustine High School investigated several 
learning management systems and determined that CANVAS would 
best suit the needs of our campus.  
 You will become quite familiar with CANVAS as every student has a 
CANVAS account and you, as a parent or guardian, will also be able to  
access the information for each and every course your son takes while 
at St. Augustine.  

So, how do I as a parent or guardian access CANVAS?
http://www.canvaslms.com/k-12/features
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NEW CAMPUS LOOK—Aerial 
view of the 7.5 acre St. Augustine 
High campus surrounded by 32nd 
St. (left); Palm (top); 33rd St. 
(right) and Nutmeg (lower).  New 
Student Center is on 32nd St.  
New multi-purpose field will ap-
pear as shown when the project 
is complete in 2017.

and the small auxiliary field will be moved in 
between the new Student Community Center 
and Dougherty Gymnasium.
 The new Student Community Center 
ground floor will be 14 feet below the cur-
rent concrete pad surrounding Villanova and 
Mendel Halls.  The current small athletic field 
will become the new home for this structure.  
The excavation for Phase 2 is targeted to 
begin November 9, 2015.  Given the small 
field is on a hill, a tremendous amount of dirt 
will have to be removed at the front end of the 

project.
 The construction should take 18 months 
from start to finish.  The anticipated comple-
tion of the project is slated for February 2017.  
If all goes according to plan, the class of 
2017 will graduate from this new facility.
DPR, Inc. was named the general contrac-
tor for this phase of construction.  This is the 
same company that constructed Villanova and 
Mendel Halls and the underground parking 
garage below those buildings.  The general 
contractor will access the construction site 

from 32nd Street.  Parents picking up and 
dropping off students from school should 
avoid using this street during school hours as 
large trucks and heavy equipment will be us-
ing this street during construction.
 On September 16, 2015, Saints is hold-
ing a neighborhood informational meeting 
at 5:00pm in rooms 101-102 in Vasey Hall.  
David Pfeifer, the architect, and DPR. Inc. will 
formally present the construction plan to the 
community. 

A DREAM COMES TRUE
Continued from page 1
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Save the Dates
St. Augustine High School’s 2015 

Homecoming Schedule

Wednesday September 30th

7:45am – Alumni Mass: Join us in our weekly (now Wednesday) Mass celebration and get a chance to connect with 
the student body.  We will have a section of individual seats reserved at Mass for our alumni guests. Look for a Loyal 
Son in their charcoal blazer to help you find this section.  If you would like to RSVP for Mass contact Mike Inzunza ’91 – 
minzunza@sahs.org   

8:45am – Campus Tour: Following Mass we will have a guided campus tour hosted by current Saintsmen.  Get a 
chance to see our academic buildings, football field, and hear about future projects.  If you wish to reserve a tour spot 
please contact Tom Cudal ’72 – tcudal@sahs.org 

Friday October 2nd

7pm – Homecoming Game: Varsity football vs Vista Murrieta at San Diego Mesa College 

*Note: Tickets for the homecoming game are not available online.  They will be sold throughout the week on campus in 
the coaches’ office at lunch and after school.  If you would like to purchase a block of tickets for your classmates, family, 
or friends for this game please contact Dan Strickland ’03 – dstrickland@sahs.org 

Saturday October 3rd

9am – Alumni Bocce Ball Tournament: Join us on campus for our 21st Annual Alumni Bocce Ball Tournament with 
proceeds from the event going towards the alumni scholarship fund.  Registration is available online at alumni.sahs.org  

FEAR THE PURPLE
HALO JOE’S SPIRIT WEAR SHOP

Shop Halo Joe’s.

Visit our retail shop for the widest selection of 
items EVER.
Staffed by volunteers so check with us via email 
or website for updated hours.
E-mail: saintshalojoe@gmail.com
Web: www.halojoes.com

Location:
Although Halo Joe himself is mostly cloud-
based, his shop is located on terra ferma at St. 
Augustine High School, 3266 Nutmeg Street, 
between the rectory and the athletic field on 
33rd Street.
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21st Annual Saints Alumni 
Bocce Ball Tournament

When: 9 a.m., Saturday, October 3rd  

What: Fun- lled day of Spirited Bocce Ball Play.  
Form your own Two-Person Team 

or We will Match You with a Partner.   

How Much: $40 per person. Includes everything.
 For those not wishing to play, $25 for food and bevs only.

For Kids under 12, $5 for food and soft drinks only.
Please register by Thursday, Oct. 1st 

at http://alumni.sahs.org  

Why: Tournament, raf e and 50/50 drawing proceeds 
bene t the Scholarship Funds of St. Augustine High School

What else: Mimosas, Coffee and Doughnuts at 9 a.m. 
Lunch of Antipasto Salad and Pizza.  

Unlimited beer, wine, bottled water and soft drinks all day. 
Best rafftle prizes anywhere! 

For more information contact:
Joseph “Danny” Toscano ‘68
(619) 246-6250
jtoscano@san.rr.com

Pete Reck ‘68
(858) 336-2512

p_reck@yahoo.com

Where: Athletic Fields on St. Augustine H.S. Campus 
3266 Nutmeg Street, North Park

BE THE PIT!
ILLUSTRIOUS CHEER SECTION MAKES A FASHION STATEMENT

Now there’s official spirit wear for the infamous, 
one-of-a-kind Saints loud & proud cheering section.

Personalized Senior PIT Jerseys (name on back) are 
$45 and underclassmen PIT Shirts are $25.

PIT gear gets you in free to every Saints non-playoff 
home game in all sports without waiting in line! 

PIT shirts are available in the ASB room. 

Get Spirit?  Get a PIT jersey/shirt today.
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saints sCene

Your Award-Winning* monthly 
report on the St. Augustine 

High School Experience

*Awards: Saint Scene has been voted by the San Diego Press 
Club as the Best Community Newsletter by an Organization, 
2011.  Second Place in 2006 and Third Place 2012.

Mission of St. Augustine High School – Our mission is to provide a Catholic liberal arts education for young men in an environment that promotes the development of mind, 
heart and body in the Augustinian tradition. By helping to form loving disciples of Jesus Christ we communicate to the world the gospel values of community, truth and love.

16


