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Saints Construction Enters Phase II

AugustiniAn
the

In the coming months, the Saints 
campus will change dramatically due to the 
construction of the new Student Activities 
Center in the middle of campus. The Cen-
ter will consist of a gymnasium that acts as 
a 1,500 seat event venue, locker rooms, a 
sports medicine facility, weight and cardio 
rooms, a wrestling center, food services, 
and student activity offices. 

The new Student Activities Center is 
the final phase of Building Future Saints, 
which was the vision of former principal 

By David Pepper ('16)
EDITOR

Three Ladies and a Gentleman Join Saints Staff

Mr. Hearn presents an artist's rendition of the new Student Activities Center.

By Miguel Mooney ('17)
STAFF WRITER

Max Brandon ('16)

Four newcomers joined the 
Saints faculty at the start of this aca-
demic year: Mrs. Palafox, Mrs. Walker,  
Mr. Giesing, and Mrs. Ferrari. They arrive in 
the wake of the retirement of Mrs. Arnn and 
the departures of Mr. Bernens, Mr. Knoll, 
and Mr. Michaelkamp.

With over ten years of teaching experi-
ence, Mrs. Palafox will be replacing Mrs. 
Arnn as teacher of English IA. 

“I was born in northern California, 
around the Bay area, which is why I am a 
Raider's fan. But I moved to San Diego when 
I was in the eighth grade,” Mrs. Palafox said.

As the eldest sibling of a large family, 
Mrs. Palafox found her passion for education 
through teaching her younger siblings. This 
was the beginning of a lifelong commitment 
to education that she is very excited to pursue 
by working at Saints for years to come.

“I love it [the Saints community], I love 
everything about it. All the students have 

been really pleasant and the staff has been 
very welcoming,” Mrs. Palafox said. “I hope 
to stay at Saints for a while and learn a lot 
more so that I can keep growing as a teacher.” 

Although it is her first year teaching at 

Saints, Mrs. Walker, a graduate of San Diego 
State University, is no rookie in the world of 
education. She is well equipped to take over 
the role of Mr. Michaelkamp with twelve 
years of teaching under her belt at both the 

School of the Madeleine and Our Lady of 
Peace. 

This year, Mrs. Walker will be teaching 
several science classes: Chemistry, Biology, 
and Environmental Sciences.  

Fr. John Sanders. The goal of the Building 
Future Saints campaign is to enhance cam-
pus facilities in order to better serve future 
Saintsmen. 

Phase 1 of Building Future Saints con-
sisted of the construction of the Villanova 
and Mendel halls to replace older class-
rooms, and was completed for the begin-
ning of the 2007-2008 school year. 

Since the new buildings opened, the 
Saints administration has been planning 
the next and final phase of the Building Fu-
ture Saints plan, which is the construction 
of a new Student Activities Center and the 

repurposing of Dougherty gymnasium as a 
performing arts facility.

On October 30th, Saints will officially 
break ground to commence Phase II at a 
large public ceremony that will be attended 
by all current students. San Diego Mayor 
Kevin Faulkner will be in attendance and 
will address the school on the construction 
of the new student activities center. 

If all goes according to plan, the con-
struction will take 18 months and will be 
finished by February 2017. During this 
time, the faculty parking lot and part of 
the track will be closed to make room for  

Mrs. Janene Palafox, Mrs. Holly Ferrari,  and Mrs. Maureen Walker (L to R). Max Brandon ('16)

construction.
The second development in Phase II 

is the renovation of the current Dougherty 
gym into a Performing Arts Center. The new 
Performing Arts Center will have 400 seats 
for performances as well as classrooms ded-
icated to the performing arts. 

The Student Activities Center will serve 
as a gathering place for the community and 
a venue for basketball, volleyball, and wres-
tling matches. 

Weekly mass will be held in the new 
gym and it will even include a formal sac-
risty. Banquets, alumni events, and even 
CIF playoff games will be held in the new 
Student Activities Center. 

One of the biggest benefits of the new 
gym is that it will replace Golden Hall as 
the graduation venue, allowing students to 
conclude their high school days in the center 
of the community where they developed. 

There will even be a dedicated seating 
area for the Pit behind the baseline of the 
court, replacing the current Pit in Dougherty 
Gym. 

“What we are going to be able to do in 
the new Student Activities Center is incred-
ible,” Mr. Horne said. “We will now be able 
to hold numerous events that we previously 
had to host off campus because of the ad-
ditional 700 seats in the new gym.”

Members of the Saints administration, 
particularly Mr. Horne and Mr. Hearn, have 
been instrumental in designing, funding, 
and realizing Fr. Sanders’s dream. 

“I have no doubt that the new gym will 
be amazing for St. Augustine High School 
and it gives our coaches great facilities to 
succeed,” Mr. Hearn said.

On October 30th at 11 am, Saints will 
open a new chapter in its endeavor to better 
serve future Saintsmen.

By Daniel Wehbe ('17)
STAFF WRITER

By Abraham Franco ('19)
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ASB Video Crew Drones On

If you have attended one of the 
home football games this year, you may 
have noticed a peculiar object flying in the 
sky. Saints has recently purchased a Phan-
tom drone, equipped with a camera, for the 
ASB’s films. The new asset has quickly 
grabbed the attention of the Saints com-
munity. 

“Saints ASB videos have been a fun 
part of campus activities and homeroom, 
and, naturally, we felt that the next step 
was to buy a drone in order to capture a 
variety of events,” said Mr. Inzunza. “We 
can use it to capture rallies, football games, 

and even the construction of the new gym-
nasium.”

Piloting the drone is the president of 
the ASB, Chris Callipari. “It’s quite nerve-
racking when the drone is flying,” he said, 
“because you not only have to watch the 
drone itself, but also its video shot.” Even 
local news stations have requested footage 
from him. 

Despite the drone’s excellent debut, 
an incident occurred when the drone was 
filming during the fall sports rally. During 
the bubble soccer match, the ball struck the 
drone, causing it to crash. “That was an un-
fortunate accident, but the drone survived, 
it’s okay, and it will be running the rest of 
this year” said Mr. Inzunza. 

Mr. Jagow, who happened to be be-
neath the drone when it was struck, had 
his thumb cut by a propeller blade. “I was 
watching the game, watching the drone 
start to go up, watching the ball, know-
ing about five seconds before it happened 
that the ball was going to go right into the 
drone,” he said. “I found out pretty quickly 
what happens when a drone gets upended 
like that.”

The drone is a valuable piece of equip-
ment that can deliver stunning shots. 
However, caution needs to be exercised, 
especially when it is flying in an enclosed 
space. “If everyone is smart about it, then 
there is no reason not to fly it inside the 
gym,” Mr. Jagow said.

Chris Callipari shows off the ASB's new toy. Mr. Vladimir Bachynsky

Canvas Supplants Saints on the Web
This school year brings big 

changes to the way students view their 
grades, submit assignments, and commu-
nicate with their teachers: Canvas is now 
the primary learning management system 
as Saints on the Web has taken a back seat. 
This new online learning management sys-
tem for both teachers and students is dras-
tically improving the level of communica-
tion outside of the classroom. 

For the past seven years Saints has 
been using Saints on the Web, a system 
which allows students to view their grades 
and classes online. It also has a system for 
teachers to post documents, but beyond 
that, its functionality is limited — espe-
cially when compared to Canvas.  Mr.  
Igelman, Director of Technology at Saints, 
has been working with the administration 
towards the implementation of the more 
robust Canvas for the past four years, 
which has now been realized.

“Saints on the Web was just a grad-
ing program, just access to a gradebook, 
it doesn’t have any of the collaborative or 
interactive features used in today’s school 
environment,” said Mr. Igelman. “So Can-
vas is a great product. We really like their 
philosophy and the integration with apps 
like Quizlet and Google Docs.”

In Canvas, a system already utilized by 
many colleges and universities, students 
and teachers are able to interact more ef-
fectively. Not only can teachers post home-
work assignments, documents, and class 
announcements on their pages, they can 
also allow students to submit assignments 
and participate in online discussions. 

The grading system has also improved, 
as students are now able to insert hypo-

www.staugustine.instructure.com
thetical grades into assignments that have 
not yet been graded. This makes it possible 
to see what effects the possible scores will 
have on their overall grades. 

Some of the lesser known features of 
the site include the ability for students to 
view class lists and send each other mes-
sages; they are also able to set notification 
preferences so that students can receive an 
email when teachers post certain items, 

such as homework assignments. 
Canvas also features a very useful cal-

endar view which visually displays student 
due dates and helps with time manage-
ment. These features are also available to 
parents who can link their account to their 
son’s so that they can see their grades and 
schedules.

 In adopting Canvas, an open source 
platform that can be continually improved, 

Mr. Lamerato's Canvas homepage for his AP English Literature class.

By Brendan Leahy ('16)
EDITOR

➤ New Teachers
Continued from Page 1

“I think it’s a really tight community, 
that you can see the brotherhood, and that it 
seems like there’s a lot of support between 
the boys,” Mrs. Walker said. “I hope that I 
continue here at Saints because I enjoy teach-
ing. I see myself long term at Saints doing 
my very best.”

Mr. Giesing, who has assumed the duties 
of Mr. Knoll, has been a substitute teacher at 
St. Augustine High School since 2013. He is 
from San Diego and has graduated from San 
Diego State University with a degree in Fine 
Arts. He now teaches Algebra I, Graphic De-
sign, and Digital Photography. 

“[My new full time position] is great. I 
love what I do because I’m just so enthu-
siastic for the kids in this community,” Mr. 
Giesing said. “There is always something 
new going on here for you guys to try and 
if you haven’t heard about it, you haven’t 
asked.”

Mrs. Holly Ferrari has joined the Saints 
community as an Advancement Adminis-
trative Assistant. She is part of the Alumni 
Development program, which works to 
keep in touch with past Saints graduates.  
Mrs. Ferrari is also from San Diego and is 
an alumna of OLP and San Francisco State 
University. She has two sons who currently 
attend Saints: junior Dominic Ferrari and 
freshman Erik Ferrari. 

Mrs. Ferrari saw a demonstration of the 
Saints community’s brotherhood at the re-
cent fall sports rally.

“I’m very excited to be back in an of-
fice… It’s been around 15 years since my last 
office job. And it’s just a lot of fun here,” said 
Mrs. Ferrari. “Today was my first rally and 
I just loved how the boys went crazy when 
their favorite athletes came walking across 
the stage.” 

Despite being new to full time work 
at Saints, Mrs. Palafox, Mrs. Walker, Mr. 
Giesing, and Mrs. Ferrari have already come 
to appreciate the brotherhood of Saint Au-
gustine High School.

Saints continues to demonstrate its com-
mitment to the well-being of the students 
by remaining on the cutting edge of edu-
cational technology in order to prepare stu-
dents for college and beyond. 

“In preparing our students for college, 
we need to introduce them to a learning 
management system because now many 
colleges and universities use them,” Mr.  
Igelman said.
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Letter to the Editor
A word of thanks and appreciation 

from a faithful reader:
My thanks for your efforts and those 

of your colleagues which have constantly 
improved the quality, timeliness, writing, 
extent of coverage, humor, and many ex-
pressions of the Saints Experience in the 
pages of The Augustinian.

In this week’s issue [May 2015]:  humor 
(“President Carter”); gentle playfulness 
in the recognition of individuals (“Senior 
Superlatives”); inclusiveness (“Unsung 
Heroes, Class of 2015 centerfold); range 
(Kairos-Austins-Improv Club); emphasis 
on community (SAVI, Big One, RYLA); 
lifting up of people and events that enrich 

all of us (Guatemala, Millennium Scholars, 
Fr. Neely) – you’ve found the stories, writ-
ten well and with grace, and offered not 
just a chronicle but a real voice and feel 
of Saints.

I’ve seen, what is most difficult given 
the timelines and turnarounds and life’s un-
certainties,  “tomorrow’ and “last Friday,” 
and even “today”!

Please extend to the entire staff my 
thanks for what must have been untold ex-
tracurricular hours, along with my appre-
ciation of the quality of your work and the 
pride that we have in the paper.

My best wishes,
John Keller, OSA, ‘55

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF EMERITUS
OF THE AUGUSTINIAN

The Augustinian Constantly Improving

Two new classes are making 
their debut in the Saints academic spec-
trum: Graphic Design will be added to the 
Computer Science and Technology Depart-
ment, and AP Studio Art will be added to 
the Visual and Performing Arts Depart-
ment (VAPA). Graphic Design is taught by 
Mr. Giesing, and AP Studio Art is taught by 
Ms. Drummy.

Graphic Design was first established as 
an intersession course, but has now evolved 
into a year-long class available to students 
of all grades. The class is approved by the 
University of California as a two-semester 
VAPA course.

Some of the computer software pro-
grams that Graphic Design students learn 
to use are Photoshop, Illustrator, and In-
Design. [Editor’s note: The Augustinian is 
produced with InDesign software.]

“So far we have only worked with Pho-
toshop, but I really enjoy the class because 

By Sean Panado ('17)
STAFF WRITER

Art Offerings Expanded

I find it interesting how the programs work 
and how much they can do,” said sopho-
more Matthew Blodgett.

Ms. Drummy’s motivation to form the 
AP Studio Art class was fueled by the de-
sire to provide an advanced program for 
artists at Saints who are looking to develop 
their art to a higher level.

“I think it’s great when boys are able 
to be unique and express their own style. 
I wanted to create the course so that I can 
help them showcase their talents and grow 
as artists,” said Ms. Drummy.

The AP Studio Art program at Saints 
consists of two different courses: 2-D de-
sign and drawing. At the end of the year, 
students are required to submit a portfolio 
to be graded by College Board on a scale 
of one through six.

“It’s a class where you have fun but 
learn at the same time,” senior Myles 
Johnson said. “There are always some 
challenges assigned in that class that will 
boost your art skills. I love it.”

The Saints Players will put on 
their fall performance, Twelve Angry Jurors, 
under the direction of longtime math teacher 
and swim coach Mr. Manley.

In Twelve Angry Jurors, a teenager has 
been accused of murdering his father. But 
what happens when a single juror has a rea-
sonable doubt? Will he have the courage to 
stand alone against the other eleven? Can he 
persuade them despite a mountain of evi-
dence?

Mr. Manley took on his new role after 
the summer departure of Mr. Bernens, who 
had led the drama department for 27 years.

“It was probably six years ago when I 
first started getting more involved with dra-
ma here at Saints,” Mr. Manley said. “Out-
side of Saints, I’ve been out in the commu-
nity acting.”

Mr. Manley selected Twelve Angry Men 
(the name of the original play) for his debut 
production for several pragmatic reasons.

“This is my first directing job and I had 
to choose a play that I could produce with a 
very short turnaround time,” he said. “Two 
years ago I acted in a community theater 
production of Twelve Angry Men. It is one 
scene, one set, and a play that I am already 
very familiar with. It met all the criteria.”

He also feels that the themes evoked by 
the 1954 Reginald Rose drama are still cur-
rent.

“The types of issues that we deal with 
about how our system of justice works are 
relevant today,” he said. “The character in-
teractions and the [act of] challenging preju-
dices are all timeless.”

As director, Mr. Manley will bring his 
own unique approach, but he is focused on 
maintaining the quality of recent years’ per-
formances.

“If I can sustain what Mr. Bernens put in 

Mr. Manley Manages Angry Actors 

Saintsmen wonder why female jurors have left the deliberation room. Vincent Nguyen ('16)

place I’ll be very pleased. I do a lot of film 
[work] on the outside, so I’d like to see some 
crossover between film and the stage.”

Mr. Manley is assisted by several crew 
members who manage various logistical as-
pects of the production.

“The play rehearsals are going well and 
we look forward to the opening night. It will 
be an interesting play because we have girls 
from OLP playing jurors, so it is not really 
Twelve Angry Men [like the original play 

By Jacques Paye ('16)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

from the 50s],” said stage manager James 
McCarthy, a senior.

Mr. Manley’s mathematical background 
influences his directing style.

“In some ways I’m very organized in 
how I approach things and I think that cer-
tainly [helps],” he said. “It [math] definitely 
colors my approach. In fact, I just did audi-
tions for Twelve Angry Jurors and I made a 
flowchart to help make decisions.”

Reflecting on his thespian journey, how-

ever, Mr. Manley puts as much emphasis on 
the qualitative as on the quantitative.

“It’s like any art—it somehow benefits 
you emotionally or spiritually. In some way 
it’s making you better,” he said. “I think 
everyone should have some artistic outlet, 
whether it’s music or drawing or painting. I 
think everyone should have something. And 
for me that’s drama.”

Twelve Angry Jurors will open Thursday, 
Nov. 19 at 7:00 PM at OLP
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This July, Coach Jeremiah 
Downey retired from coaching at Saints after 
thirty-one years. Coach Downey also taught 
at Saints from 1981 to 2010.

Through his time at Saints, Coach 
Downey taught civics, economics, statistics, 
social studies and English. In the years both 
during and after his teaching career, Coach 
Downey devoted his afternoons to coach-
ing cross country in the fall and track during 
the spring. Throughout his coaching career, 

Coach Downey won twenty-seven league 
and CIF championships for cross country 
and track and field combined.

Coach Downey will not only be leaving 
Saints but San Diego as well, as he has plans 
to move to Montana to join the majority of 
his family.

“I'll still be around to help out if needed, 
but it's time for a change,” Coach Downey 
said.

Coach Downey’s head coach position on 
the cross country team has been filled by an-
other running aficionado, Mr. Yoakum, who 

is very excited about taking on this new role. 
Mr. Yoakum was also the assistant coach for 
the team last year.

“I'm very excited to be the head coach 
this year. I think we have a lot of great talent 
and promising runners and I look forward to 
this year and where we can go,” Mr. Yoakum 
said.

Coach Downey’s coaching position on 
the track team as head coach will be filled 
by Coach Kremer for the upcoming season. 
Coach Downey’s many years of teaching and 
coaching at Saints are cherished by many.

Coach Downey poses with his management team at Morley Field.

By Matthew Danaher ('16)
EDITOR

Courtesy of SAHS

Farewell to Coach Downey

Saints Football off to Blazing Start

Francoise Sims ('16) hurdles Otay Ranch's Eric Matos on the road to a 41-14 win. Saints Facebook

The Saint Augustine Saints 
football team is off to an electrifying 
start for the 2015 season, proving to 
be a dominant force in San Diego high 
school football. Under the leadership 
of key senior players Francoise Sims,  
Elijah Preston, Quinn Seau, and Andrew  
Seelert, the Saints will compete for a 
third straight CIF championship. They 
have worked tirelessly since January, and 
have secured a 4-1 record thus far.

Saints football began the season at 
Ramona High School against the Bull-
dogs, and cruised to a 41-3 victory 
behind strong performances by Terry 
Wright, Darrell Broussard, Elijah Pres-
ton, and Rodney Thompson.

The Saints’ second game was at 
home versus the Madison Warhawks in 
a matchup reminiscent of the CIF Cham-
pionship game last year. This year, Saints 
powered to a 48-21 win behind an out-
standing performance from Elijah Pres-
ton and Francoise Sims, who rushed for 
280 yards and scored three touchdowns, 
respectively.

Saints next hosted Loyola from Los 
Angeles in a matchup that did not fail 
to disappoint. Elijah Preston began the 
scoring with a 60-yard touchdown run to 
put Saints ahead, but Loyola responded 
and built a 17 point lead. Saints football 
cut the deficit to three points, but they 
would run out of time and lose 23-20.

The Saints then travelled to Otay 
Ranch hoping to overcome their loss to 
Loyola. Elijah Preston and Francoise 
Sims combined for six touchdowns and 
over three hundred yards as Saints beat 
Otay Ranch 41-14.

Last week, Saints hosted Eastlake in 

By Michael Wilson ('16)
STAFF WRITER

a battle of football heavyweights. Saints 
rolled to a 46-9 victory behind spectacular 
plays by Rodney Thompson, Jacob Baker, 
Jordan Brooks, and Elijah Preston.

“We put in a lot of work during the 
offseason and it’s really paying off so far. 
We’re only going to get better,” said defen-
sive lineman Andrew Seelert. “We really 
came together as a team during the summer, 
which makes us very successful.”

Although the team has strong work 
ethic and dedication, their success is also a 
product of team bonding. 

“Our team chemistry on the field re-
flects our relationship with each other off 
the field,” said running back and linebacker 
Sims. 

During the summer, the seniors attend-
ed a barbecue at Coach Sanchez’s house 
followed by a day of paintballing together, 
demonstrating that they not only act as a 
sports team, but a family as well. 

“I think we’re the closest group of guys 
around,” Seelert said.

Under the leadership of Coach Sanchez, 
the Saints prepare for each game with in-

tensity and careful strategy. The coaches 
watch film of forthcoming opponents and 
structure practice around a plan to take on 
that week’s enemy.

“Every player on the team really con-
tributes during practice, especially the scout 
team,” said offensive lineman Michael 
Alves. “They give us a good look at what 
we’re going to face each Friday night.”

The chemistry among Saints football 
players has contributed to a blistering start 
to the season as Saints looks to defend its 
CIF title this year.

Athletes Commit  
to Universities

By Troy Archer ('16)
STAFF WRITER

Last year, with much fanfare, 
Frank Buncom IV’s decision to commit to 
Stanford and Chris Gesell’s choice to attend 
Navy was broadcasted on live TV. This year 
we also have some outstanding athletes who 
are also looking to continue their athletic ca-
reer at prestigious universities. 

Seniors Jack Dashwood, Luke Hazel, Eric 
Monroe, and Teddy Oitzman are all already 
looking forward to competing at a higher level 
in their athletic career. 

Jack Dashwood, who committed his 
freshman year to the University of California 
Santa Barbara, has been a key part in Saints 
baseball’s success over the 3 seasons. “Saints 
baseball has prepared me physically, mentally, 
and emotionally to play college baseball at UC 
Santa Barbara.” Dashwood said.

“I am really excited to be able to go play 
the game I love at arguably the best academic 
school in the country,” said Eric Monroe, who 
has committed to Yale Basketball. 

Senior Teddy Oitzman will be attending 
the University of Oregon.

“Coach Isaak gave me some really good 
insight as far what I should look for in a coach 
and in a Division I golf program,” he said. 

For Luke Hazel, the Saints soccer program 
helped prepare him for the next level.

“I am extremely excited about UC Davis 
and have to thank everyone who helped me 
get to this point,” Hazel said. 

Some Saints athletes have not yet decided 
which college they will be attending. Senior 
Michael Alves has received a number of offers 
and is considering some prestigious football 
schools such as Oregon and UCLA. 

“I'm looking for a school that best fits my 
needs in the classroom as well as the football 
field. In the end, I will be making my decision 
based on what school feels best for me,” said 
Alves.
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New Quirk in Campus Ministry

Vincent Nguyen ('16)

Each new year brings a new 
Augustinian Volunteer to the Campus Min-
istry Office willing to give their time and 
effort to serve our community.

This year, that volunteer is Nicole 
Quirk, who decided to join the Augustin-
ian Volunteers for a year of service while 
attending St. Joseph’s University, a Jesuit 
institution.

Augustinian Volunteers are young 
Catholic men and women who choose to 
serve their faith community in association 
with the Augustinian Order. They are usu-
ally people between the ages of 21 and 29 
who sign up for 10-month commitments at 

a variety of ministry sites, one of which is 
St. Augustine High School.

Ms. Quirk was placed at Saint Augus-
tine High School because she has a desire 
to work in Campus Ministry, and in her new 
position she will be able to lead retreats and 
trips to Hogar Infantil with Father Mark 
and Father Kirk. She first discovered her 
passion for working on student retreats dur-
ing her sophomore year of high school; she 
calls this a pivotal moment in her life which 
has shaped the path she has taken.

This unique journey has taken her far 
from her Rhode Island home. During col-
lege she studied abroad in fifteen countries 
over a span of four months. Her favorite 
destination was South Africa. Another 
highlight was a service internship with an 

Nicole Quirk acclimatizing to Campus Ministry life.

Something New and  
Something Constant

Welcome to the NEW school year!  
Welcome to the new freshmen, Class of 

2019!  This will certainly be a new experi-
ence for you, the beginning of your Saints 
experience.

Welcome to all returning Saintsmen, 
now as sophomores, juniors and seniors.  
This will also be a new experience for you 
in your continuing Saints experience.

Yet, in all this newness there is a con-
stant: the person of Jesus Christ.  “Be it 
known to all who enter here that Christ is 
the reason for this school.  He is the unseen 
but ever-present teacher in its classes.  He 
is the model of its faculty and the inspira-
tion of its students.”  It is this Christ that 
we encounter in each other in our daily in-
teractions, in our daily prayers, and in our 
weekly celebrations of the Eucharist.  It is 
he who makes sense of and is the constant 
in our Saints experience.

We were reminded of this at our gradu-
ation ceremony last May for the Class of 
2015.  Mrs. Winnie Arnn, retiring from 
Saints after 20 years of teaching freshmen 
English, gave the commencement address.  
She mentioned attributes of a true Saints-
man which she had experienced: Saints-
men are kind, surprisingly gentle, respect-
ful, and take joy in the accomplishments of 
others.  But she put this all in the context 
of what really makes our school and our 
brotherhood distinct.  So, she asks, what 

SEE Chaplain's, pg. 6

By Fr. Bob Gavotto, O.S.A.
COLUMNIST

Chaplain's 
Corner

Students Build Homes and Hope

On July 28th, ten students from 
both Saints and OLP along with Mr. Grana-
dos went to Escondido to build houses for the 
less fortunate with the Habitat for Humanity 
program. 

“The organization has two to three ongo-
ing projects and takes volunteers five days a 
week,” Mr. Granados said. “We had to talk 
with the coordinators to get a date to send 
people. Since the program is so popular, we 
had to schedule our day two months before-
hand.”

Students performed simple tasks like 
shoveling dirt as well as more complex jobs 
involving electricity and irrigation. Not only 
did they receive the opportunity for service 
hours, but they were able to enjoy their time 
in making a change in other people’s lives 
outside of school.

“We were actually thinking of adding the 
Habitat project to another campus organiza-
tion or service club as an additional service 
opportunity,” Mr. Granados said. “We would 
like it to be its own club, but we do so much 
at Saints already, it may be best to make it a 
part of another club instead. If it does become 
a club, however, we would do three builds: 
one in summer, one in winter, and one in fall. 
It’s an active way to help others.”

The project helped change the lives of 
others, including those of Saintsmen. They 
grew as Christian gentlemen and bonded with 
one another in brotherhood.

“It really opened my eyes to the fact that 
other people in the world are much less for-
tunate than we are,” junior Nick Lee said. 
“Even though we were working in hot weath-
er, I enjoyed spending time with my friends.” 

Junior Antonio Landa picked up some 

practical skills.
“I felt that my communication skills and 

knowledge of construction are what I took 
from the experience,” Landa said. “The main 
task I had was hammering nail plates into the 
walls to prevent any drilling from hitting elec-
trical wires.”

Habitat for Humanity is a Christian orga-
nization originally founded by Millard Fuller, 
who sought to be more active in providing 

shelter for those without a home. It became 
even more famous when President Jimmy 
Carter participated in its program in 1990. Its 
mission statement is “Seeking to put God’s 
love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings 
people together to build homes, communities 
and hope.” It has carried out this mission all 
over the world, bringing homes to communi-
ties in the name of God. 

The San Diego-Tijuana Habitat for Hu-

The Saints construction crew poses in front of their creation. Courtesy of Holly Ferrari

By Gian Ferrer ('17)
EDITOR

manity was founded in 1988 and has been 
the only cross-border branch of Habitat since, 
serving the less fortunate in both Mexico and 
the United States.

Habitat for Humanity is a service program 
in which all Saintsmen can participate. It is an 
excellent way to pick up practical skills, help 
those less fortunate, and bond with others. 
Overall, it an excellent opportunity to practice 
the Saints core value of Caritas. 

By Tom Allen ('16)
STAFF WRITER

NGO at a school in Ghana for children 
who had been victims of human trafficking, 
where she taught reading and writing. 

“Between thirty and forty of them lived 
on campus and the school enrolled about 
two hundred,” she said.

Although she has only been here for a 
few weeks, Ms. Quirk has already fallen in 
love with the Saints community. She invites 
all students to come visit her and everyone 
else at Campus Ministry, even as they are 
busily planning the freshman retreat, be-
cause she loves to meet and interact with 
Saintsmen.

“Nicole has done a wonderful job get-
ting right up with the speed of things and 
is getting to know the other faculty,” Father 
Mark said.

Mr. Granados and Student Group Volunteer at Habitat for Humanity
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Saintsmen Run at The Farm

Saints cross country joined 
teams from across the nation on the 26th 
of September at a meet hosted by Stanford 
University on its campus.

Saints sent three athletes selected by 
Coach Yoakum based on their current per-
formances in the season and their prepared-
ness for a national competition. Seniors 
Ryan Dent and Alex Karaniwan as well 
as sophomore Finn Waters were originally 
supposed to run in the Division III race; 

By Ian Haliburton ('17)
STAFF WRITER

Alex Karaniwan ('16) and Finn Waters ('18) race toward the finish line at Stanford. Photo courtesy of Mr. Dent

however, confusion amongst the coaching 
staff about race times led to these runners 
competing in the Division V race instead. 

Although Saints did not participate 
with a full team of five which would allow 
them to claim a victory, the runners com-
peted for best personal times with hopes of 
gaining individual recognition and experi-
ence. 

 “It was fun to go to Stanford, get to 
know the campus and be able to run a good 
race. I'm pleased with how I did, and I plan 
to push myself even more in the future,” 
said Finn Waters, who ran the 3.1 mile 

Last August, six Saintsmen set 
out to Camp Emmaus, a youth leadership 
camp, to learn how to better recognize Je-
sus in our midst and to help others do the 
same. Seniors Erik Larsen, Sam Gilb, Eddie  
Orendain, Justin Robertson, and juniors 
Spencer Lowe and Matthew Pins retreated to 
the mountains of Whispering Winds. There 
they spent three days in prayer and worship.

They were chosen by the leaders of their 
parish youth groups on the basis of their lead-
ership abilities.

Led by Fr. Mark Menegatti, the retreat 
began with the Saintsmen pairing up with 
a “prayer pal” for the week, for whom they 
prayed to be safe and become closer to Jesus.  
Over the three days, they also participated 
in activities including hiking, worship, and 
Mass.

Along with these activities, the Saints-
men were put into smaller groups for reflec-
tions throughout the retreat. In these groups 
they discussed Scripture, Church issues, and 
stories about their own personal experiences 
with their faith.

The retreat concluded on a high note with 
an entertaining talent show in which many 
participated and had some last laughs before 
returning home.

It is without a doubt that the Saintsmen 
who experienced Camp Emmaus came back 
filled with a memorable experience both spir-
itually and emotionally.

“I was able to say Mass twice and hear 
confessions, both of which made the retreat 
enjoyable for me,” Father Mark said.

Junior Matthew Pins found the experi-
ence an opportunity for spiritual growth.

“It changes your view and makes you 

Saintsmen Travel Road to Emmaus

Father Mark poses with Justin Robertson, Spencer Lowe, Matthew Pins, Eddie Orendain, Sam Gilb, and Erik Larsen.
Photo courtesy of Father Mark

By Michael Senoff ('17)
STAFF WRITER

a different person. Everyone is there to get 
closer to God—it’s a great community,” he 
said.

Throughout the camp, the image of two 
confused disciples on the road to Emmaus 
was used.  Just as these two disciples were 
joined by Jesus at the end of their journey, 
those who attended Camp Emmaus are to 
have the same goal in mind.

“Participants are invited to walk with Je-

sus and open Scripture and break bread to-
gether,” Father Mark said.  

“I think it’s cool that teens are involved in 
the Catholic community, and I think it’s great 
to be involved in the Catholic community. It 
feels good to be involved in your faith and be 
a leader.  It’s cool that you can be involved in 
the Church at such a young age,”  said Junior 
Spencer Lowe.

In the Gospel of St. Luke, two depressed 

disciples were walking toward a town called 
Emmaus when a stranger joined them. They 
began telling their companion how upset 
they were that the promised Messiah was 
crucified. What they didn’t realize was that 
the companion walking with them was no 
stranger at all, but the risen Lord Himself. At 
Camp Emmaus, Saintsmen learned to recog-
nize Jesus in their midst and to teach others 
to do the same.

➤ Chaplain's
Continued from Page 5
is different about going to Saints.  Listen 
carefully to what she had to say.

“Saints has a plethora of honors and 
advance placement classes but most of you 
live within walking distance of an abso-
lutely free public high school with great 
AP classes. And Saints has a tradition of 
outstanding sports teams, and fine band 
and a wonderful theatre program, but so do 
countless other public schools, at no cost 
to our parents.  Here’s what I believe is the 
most important difference: at Saints, ev-
ery class, every concert, every play, every 
game starts with a prayer; every classroom 
has a crucifix to remind us of why we are, 
any of us, here.  And your AP teachers, 
indeed all of your teachers, your coaches, 
your theatre director and your maestro 
worship with you and share Eucharist 
with you every week.  When we speak of 
our unique brotherhood, we are truly pro-
claiming that we are all brothers of Christ 
and in Christ with God as our father.”

Mrs. Arnn invited the graduates to 
write a next chapter in the book of their 
lives.  To think about the plot; who will 
be the characters; choose characters who 
value what you do: community, love and 
truth.  And to make sure that a major char-
acter is your brother, Jesus Christ.  

What great advice for all of us as we 
write the next chapter in our lives this 
coming year!  course in 16 minutes 40 seconds at the 

meet. 
Seniors Alex Karaniwan and Ryan 

Dent finished the race with the times of 
16:43 and 17:43, respectively.

“I am very pleased with the three run-
ners’ effort as well as where the team is as a 
whole,” Coach Yoakum said. “We’re mov-
ing forward every day towards the state 
meet and CIF championship.”

The remainder of the cross country sea-
son holds further possibilities with events 
like the Mount Sac Invitational meet and 
the CIF Championship meet.

CORRECTION

In the last issue of The Augustinian 
(May 2015), Fr. Neely’s name was 
incorrectly spelled as “Neeley.” The 
Augustinian regrets the error, and 
it has been corrected in the online 
version of that issue found on the 
Saints website.
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Changes at Saints: Saints Gets 
Geofiltered

By Dario Gutierrez ('17)
STAFF WRITER

Senior Nick Bordelon has 
created a Snapchat geofilter for Saint Au-
gustine High School. A geofilter is a vi-
sual overlay that can be placed over pho-
tographs taken by users of Snapchat, an 
image-sharing service. Available geofilters 
vary depending on the user’s location.

Geofilters allow users of Snapchat to 
mark photos by location and add digital 
landmarks that can show off their travels.

The submission process is simple: cre-
ate an original design with the required 
measurements, explain why the location 
is meaningful, and wait for a response.   
“[Creating an original design] was our big-
gest challenge,” said Bordelon, “although 
we were pretty confident in [ours].” The 
trendy new feature at first only included 
geofilters for a few select locations. It has 
now expanded to hundreds all over the 
world, including Saints. 

Bordelon created the geofilter with the 
help of Mr. Craig da Luz. He had taken a 
semester of Graphic Design and Photo-
shop. “I saw how some schools began to 
develop their own geofilters and I wanted 
to contribute my skills [to our] very own,” 
said Bordelon. Ever since Saints students 
discovered the geofilter, they have widely 
used it to represent their school and show 
pride in their alma mater. “I love the fact 
that we can finally show our spirit on social 
media with our own unique geofilter that I 
can show off to my friends who don’t go to 
Saints,” said freshman Fernando Camou.

Farewell to Mr. Bernens Lockers Upgraded

Better Computers

After 24 years of service, religion instructor and drama director Mr. 
Joseph Bernens (‘80) has accepted a position as Director of Youth 
Ministry at the San Diego Mission de Alcalá. Mr. Kevin Manley has 
taken over his position as our school’s drama director. The Augustin-
ian wishes Mr. Bernens much success and many blessings from God.

Vests Refreshed

Incoming freshmen and sophomores will be using new lockers this 
year.  Over the summer, Saints installed new plastic lockers to replace 
the old metal ones.  The previous lockers were over eight years old and 
had started to develop rust due to water damage caused by rain. “[We 
made the change] so students have less of a burden,” Mr. Horne said.  

This year the freshman class has received new vests which are navy 
blue instead of tan, and have the students' names monogrammed on 
the front to minimize losses. Theirs was the only class to change vest 
colors. This change was spearheaded by Mr. O’Beirne. “I just thought 
the ones that we had were a little bit outdated,” Mr. O’Beirne said. “I 
wanted to get a vest where we could have names put on.”

This year Saints has updated its hardware for the teachers and com-
puter lab. The new computers are more powerful and have more 
modern monitors and keyboards. “We try to maintain fresh hard-
ware and software, so every four years we rotate.” Mr. Igelman 
said. “I updated that entire building, so I did the teachers’ rooms at 
the same time as I did the student computers.”

By Carlos Escobosa ('17)
Life at Saints

Banded Shirts

The Saints Band has received updated shirts for the 2015-2016 
school year. The shirt design replaced the previous Hawaiian floral 
print uniform. The band chose the new shirt design by a demo-
cratic process. “We voted for the shirt design that we felt was more 
modern and would serve our band best in this new school year,” 
said James McCarthy, flute principal chair.

Bar(code) Carding in Library

The Fr. John R. Aherne Library Media Center has recently intro-
duced a new student check-in/check-out system. Where students 
previously signed into a log book, they can now quickly scan their 
school ID cards. “[We updated the system] to make the process eas-
ier and quicker to go in and out of the library, to be able to establish  
a better tracking system,” said Mrs. Aceron, Assistant Librarian.

By Parker Obregon, Liam Brucker-Casey; special thanks to Alex Karaniwan

Place an AD in 

2,000 readers 
6 issues/year

Email

saintsnewspaper@gmail.com
 

for rates

the
AugustiniAn

The Perilous Trek to Vasey Patio

Our Saints geofilter


