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HOT STUFF—Defending CIF Division I cham-
pions, Saints Varsity football, is off to a heated 
start winning three out of four games played 
amid some of the highest temperatures endured 
in San Diego County in many years. In its 3rd 
game of the year, Saints’ hot streak cooled in 
a tough 23-20 loss to powerhouse Loyola High 
of Los Angeles. Saints rebounded in game four 
besting Otay Ranch and toppling Eastlake in 
game five. Photo of the Academy of Our Lady 
of Peace cheer squad representing Saints was 
taken earlier at the Madison game by Saints 
Dad William Hill. For more on Varsity foot-
ball in action go to page 5.

Where are they noW?
SaintS /Cal Poly Grad deSiGnS Border CroSSinG

By Rory Stott – In 1971, Friendship Park was created at the western coast of the US-Mexico 
border, a small strip of land where the United States and Mexico were separated by just a 
single chain-link fence to offer friends and family in San Diego and Tijuana a place to meet 
and spend time together. The park was a small acknowledgement of the effect of border 
politics on human lives; all the same, border politics made a dramatic comeback in 2009, 

BeCoMInG 
UnCoMMon

dear ParentS and FriendS

Preaching to the world 
the Gospel values of 

Unity, Truth and Love is 
not all that common.  At 
Saints, it is our mis-
sion.  It is what we do, 
and the way we choose 
to inspire, educate and 
lead young men.  Our 
mission is to help young 
men become uncom-

mon. To do this we focus on Catholic and 
Augustinian values that create an educational 
experience which appreciates more than 
G.P.A.’s and test scores.
 Schools everywhere are focused on 
standards, curriculum and student learning.  
Look around… this is the common work of 
schools. Often, there’s nothing wrong with 
the ordinary, the common or the average. 
But, let’s be honest:  your student is at Saints 
because you want and you believe in “some-
thing more”.  As a community we want an 
uncommon experience for our sons. One that 
produces uncommon results. 
 Our faculty, staff, mentors and coaches 
integrate character and faith based values in 
our classes and programs providing guide-

SENIOR/TEACHER NIGHT—Annually the 
seniors on the Varsity Football team are given 
the chance to share a pregame moment (vs. 
Madison) with an instructor who has made a 
difference in their Saints Experience. Fran-
coise Sims (’16) is supported by his Chemistry 
Instructor Mrs. Katie Walp.  Photo by William 
Hill. For more on Saints Varsity Football go 
to page 5.

the road toGether
Free tutor oPPortunitieS availaBle on CamPuS

 

Academic success is the desired outcome for all Saintsmen.  Parents with sons at all grade lev-
els are encouraged to continue following the progress of their son’s school work. Freshman 

parents should be especially alert as there can be a world of difference between middle school to 
the ninth grade.  Your whiz kid 8th grader may have difficulties with high school courses.
 Everything may or may not be fine.  Encourage your son to discuss his strengths and weak-
nesses openly.  Don’t let low grades on that first report card be a shock.  A quick email to your 
son’s teacher is a good way to learn how he’s doing.

Principal James Horne

“La Linea Borrosa,” a proposed border crossing concept by Saints grad Patrick Cordelle (’06) 
was recently published by Architecture Daily’s blog.

NOV 2015 YOUR MONTHLY REPORT ON THE ST. AUGUSTINE HIGH SCHOOL EXPERIENCE

By any measure, it is 
tough to grow up in 
today’s world. But for 
boys, as much recent 
research suggests, it is 
particularly difficult.  

In her article, A Look at 
Boys’ Schools, Diane 
Hulse aptly remarks, “It 

is impossible to ignore the fact that many 
of America’s male children are not flourish-
ing. Whether one looks at drop out rates, 
domestic violence, male suicide rates, the 
number of boys in special education, the 
preponderance of prisoners who are male 
or the unethical practices of some of our 

SPECIAL  
ENVIRONEMENT
IN A BOYS LIFE

Dear Parents anD FrienDs

Principal  
James Home

FUTURE FROSH—Senior Sam Dixon leads a recent campus royal tour for visiting middle school-
ers and parents.  Every year the school hosts 8th Grade Visitation Day to give prospective future 
Frosh a glimpse of high school campus life. For more on Visitation Day go to page 5. For more 
Sam Dixon scroll down until you come to the article on this year’s Homecoming that’s why we 
dubbed this image a royal tour.

HOW SWEET IT IS!
Saints Dominate Cathedral Dons to capture 
the 2015 edition of this arch rivalry between 
San Diego’s two powerhouse Catholic High 
Schools. Running back Elijah Preston scores 
two Saints TDs and amassed 183 yards rush-
ing on 25 carries as he nears 7,000 yards to 
his three-year career. More Football see Page 
05. Photo Bill Hill.

NEW 
DRAMA 

DIRECTOR 
KEVIN 

MANLEY

SAINTS  
MERIT
SCHOLARS
ANNOUNCED

Jacques Paye

President Edwin Hearn
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Elijah Preston named KUSI Player of the Week

GROUND BREAKING NEW
S:

FROM EDWIN HEARN SAINTS PRESIDENT

Go to page 16

CAMPUS  
CONSTRUCTION 

ENTERS PHASE II
Ground-Breaking for the 
Student Community Center 
has occurred and the dig has 
begun—a moment when our 
dreams for the future of Saints 
are being realized before  
our eyes.
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A student is one who is:

ABLE TO PUT THINGS IN 
THE RIGHT PERSPECTIVE

Put love in all the things that 
you do and they will make 

sense.  Take love away and 
they become worthless and 
empty.  (Sermon 138,2)
 All kinds of love have a 
driving force and there is no 
such thing as a love, good or 
bad, that is at a standstill.  Love 
spurs us to action without fail.  
Do you want to know what your 
love is?  Just look at what drives 
you and in what direction.  
(Commentary on the Psalms, 
121,1)
 Do you want to know what 
class of person you are?  Take 
the test of love. Do you love the 
things of earth?  You are earth.  
Do you owe your love to God?  
Be not afraid in saying it: you 
are God.  (Treatise on the First 
Letter of John, 2,2,14)
 When working at something 
we love, the effort is not taxing.  
In fact, we sometimes even 

enjoy that work.  People enjoy hunting, fishing, harvesting grapes or playing 
some game.  For when it involves something that is loved, either there is no 
work or the work itself is also loved.  (The Good of Widowhood,  21,26)
 To love the enemy, as enemy, is madness.  To love him or her like a 
brother or sister, is charity…How do physicians love those that are sick?  Is it 
the sick that they love?  If they love them as the sick, they would wish them to 
always be sick.  No, it is for a different purpose that they love the sick; not 
they should still be sick, but that from being sick they should be made whole.  
(Treatise on the First Letter of John, 8)

HUMAN AND UNDERSTANDING 

 If the truth is the object of the aspirations of 
all human beings, it cannot be exclusive personal 
property of any person.  The truth cannot be 
exclusively mine or yours precisely because it has 
to be both yours and mine.  (Commentary on the 
Psalms, 103,2,11)
 Let nobody be considered close to 
immortality for not having feelings.  The health 
of the human being that writhes in pain is closer 
to immortality than that of someone who has 
lost sensibility and who is hard and unfeeling.  
(Commentary on the Psalms, 55,6)
 Amid possible scandals, always think well of 
others.  Humbly try to be yourself what you others to 
be, and they you will not think others to be what you 
are not. (Commentary on the Psalms, 30,2,7)
 Don’t despair of anyone as long as they are 
alive. (Commentary on the Psalms, 36,2,11)

A SEEKER OF HARMONY AND BALANCE 

 The one who holds onto more is not the 
happier, rather the one who needs less.  (Rule, 3,5)
 Although water puts out fire and fire dries up 
water, both are dangerous.  Fire burns; water rots.  
The same thing happens in life.  When adversity visits 
us, the fire of the tribulation tests our spirit.  When 
prosperity smiles upon us, the water of corruption 
weakens our solidity.  Take care, therefore, that you 
are not burnt by fire nor rotted by water, and that you 
remain strong.  (Commentary on the Psalms, 66,15)

SINCERE AND OPEN ABOUT ONE’S SELF
 
 The happiness of the person that springs 
from a good conscience is a ‘Heaven’: a spiritual 
state where the soul is happy.  (The Literal Meaning 
of Genesis, 12,34,65)
 There are some of you for whom the desire 
for human respect keeps you apart from your own 
conscience.  If you are among these, take note that 
God sees within and that it is not possible to deceive 
God as witness, nor to escape from God as judge.  
(Letter 144,3)
 Put aside deception, speak the truth.   
Expose yourself to the illumination of the Truth and be 
open and transparent.  (Sermon 166)
 
Next time, more of Augustine’s reflections, in his own 
words, about being a student.

[Source: These excerpts are from Education, An 
Augustinian Approach, pages 20-25.]

MORE OF AUGUSTINE’S REFLECTIONS ON BEING A STUDENT
Part Four of a Year Long Series on 

Augustine: A student, a teacher, a parent
By Bob Gavotto, O.S.A., (’55) Saints Chaplain

A Thanksgiving Grace 
Father, 
Thank you for the nourishment of a loving and supportive family. 
Thank you for our country, particularly those who serve it with honor. 
Thank you for our friends who know us as we are, and love us. 
Thank you for those who teach us not only by instruction, but by their 
positive actions. 
Thank you for our faith, which gives us boundless strength. 
Thank you for the forgiveness and compassion you show us and urge us 
to show others. 
Thank you for giving us restless hearts, and for inviting us to rest in you. 
Thank you for the bountiful banquet of food we eat this day. 
Bless it as a sign of all the nourishment you give us throughout the year.
  ---Fr. Gary Sanders O.S.A.

St Augustine Reading the Epistle of St Paul.

2



3

FEET DON’T FAIL ME NOW
By John White, Parent of Saints Alums

Was there ever a more noble use of Dougherty Gym than to 
bring first-year students from Saints and AOLP together for 

dance lessons? 
 For a week in October, the gym served exactly that purpose. Each 
afternoon, two long lines freshmen and young women in stocking 
feet shook hands, giggled nervously and plunged into the timeless 
practice of social dance lessons.   Instructors Kassaundra and 
Michael Saltus from Positive Energy Dance Company set the pace 
of the dance lessons.  Saints Senior Phillip Callahan joined in to 
assist Kassaundra as her dance partner.
 “This is really fun, and I enjoy being a part of it,” says Mr. Bill 
Davis, a Saints faculty member who has participated in supervising 
lessons over the years. “It’s remarkable how much these students 
learn in just an hour, even the students who have never danced a 
step in their life.” 

 So, what do our freshmen look like as they’re learning to dance? Their steps are tentative. Their grins are sheepish. The 
chatting never stops. They crane their necks to keep an eye on the instructors. They’re doing their best to pay attention to their 
partners. And, in the middle of all of this, they’re trying to figure out what to do with their feet. There is a nervous, energetic 
anticipation in the air that would make grown-ups smile fondly and reach for a camera.
 Parents may wonder why their presence is not required at dance lessons. The reason is simple: The youngsters do not want 
us there. For that matter, neither do the moderators. “You don’t want parents or even too many teachers here,” explains Mr. Davis, 
“because it’s important to the students to have a good time on their own.” 
  “This is really a first formal opportunity for Saints freshmen to meet their peers from OLP,” explains Mr. Eric Dent, another 
Saints teacher, who is involved in coordinating the program. “The boys get a chance to partake in one of the oldest traditions at 
Saints – The Freshmen Dance Lessons. We stressed it wasn’t about really learning dance steps – it is an opportunity to meet some 
new friends from OLP. At the same time, it’s a good chance for them to learn real dance steps, which – face it – everybody is going 
to need sooner or later. 
 “The freshman classes told me that they were apprehensive at first, but once they get in there and start moving, it was more 
fun than they were expecting.” says Mr. Dent. “It was the same when I attended dance lessons as a Saintsman. Plus, my daughter is 
Freshman at OLP and it was fun to see her get out there and share in this tradition. It brought a big smile to my face.”
 
 “Back when I went to OLP in the late 1960s, we started freshman dance lessons with Saints,” says Mrs. Ilene Negem, who 
was there in 2010 as Freshman class moderator for OLP. “They had hundreds of us in the gym at the same time, and it was chaotic. 
Now we break it up so that there are about 50 students from each school per day, which is a much more manageable number. The 
freshmen tell me that they enjoy it and look forward to it. It’s the first exposure to Saints for many of them.” 
 Adds Mr. Greg Hecht, Saints Vice Principal Academics, who has assisted with the dance program, “the dance program 
has a cotillion element by having the students introduce themselves and observe decorum. That’s important for the Freshman Social, 
where first-years from both schools are in the same boat, meeting in a non-threatening environment. It’s an opportunity for them to 
put their dance lessons into practice use while the steps are still fresh in their mind.”
 How did they look at the end of a week of dance lessons? Better than we parents might expect. Their steps were more 
confident, their knees were bending, their hips were moving, and several of the most accomplished dancers just beamed with pride. 
So, parents, are you curious? Ask your freshman to show you what he learned.

SAINTS BAND CONCERT  
HITS A CLANG

Last month, members of the Saints Symphonic Band 
traveled to Canyon Crest Academy, a middle school 

in Carmel Valley to perform with members of CCA’s 
talented Wind Ensemble.
 One of the highlights of the evening listening to 
the two groups play “The Foundry,” a unique piece by 
American composer John Mackey.
 What is special about the Foundry?  Mr. Mackey 
said the idea with Foundry was to make a piece that 

BALLROOM OF THE FUTURE—Dance lessons, the first social 
of the Saints/AOLP Freshman year, got off on the right foot--most 
of the time.

Continued on page 07
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A GREAT DAY FOR BOCCE BALL, AGAIN

Every year the fun element of Saints Alumni Association’s Bocce 
Ball Tournament seems to rise.  The 21st annual tourney on the 

school’s campus was no different.
Simply, it was a blast.
 Bragging belong to the 70s alums as this year’s champions 
were David Knoll (’75) and Claude Janowicz (’70), who narrowly 
beat out multiple-time champions, Gregg Croff  (’99) and David 
Nau (’97).  
 Each fall the tournament features a turnout of friends old 
and new, good food and drinks and ultimately a great day of boc-
ce that features good natured competition and a compelling playoff 
tournament. As it has done for the past several years the Associa-
tion timed the event to take place on the Saturday of Homecoming 
weekend (this year October 3).
 At mid-day more than 50 alums were gathered along the 
lower field amidst spirited bocce competition. About $800 dollars 
were raised to bolster the alumni scholarship endowment at the 
school. Saints alums spanning across some six decades gathered 
together on the lower field in teams and pairings.  This year spe-
cifically, alums representing the class of 1954 through the class of 
2011 participated. 
 On a historical note, this year’s Bocce Extravaganza was 
the final time the event will take place on the practice field adja-
cent to the faculty parking lot as this field will disappear to make 
way for the new student activity center and gymnasium.
Sponsorship Thank Yous.
Celebrated craft beer brewer Dennis O’Connor (’95) of Thorn 
Street Brewery donated all beverages consumed at the event. 
Other donors included: Fillippi’s Pizza, Little Italy; Pernicano’s 
Family Restaurant on Turquiose Street; Imperial House Restaurant 
in Park West; the Godfather Restaurant in Clairemont; Albie’s Beef 
Inn in Mission Valley and the Ruben H. Fleet Science Center. The 
Alumni Association appreciates all of the donations and community 
support.

Upcoming Alumni Association Events:
 •  Wednesday, November 4th – Alumni Board Meeting:  
   New Members Welcome. 6pm Room 102 
 
 •  Saturday, December 12th – Parochial Association Football   
    Championships: 8am-4pm Saints Field

BOCCE BARONS—Bragging rights for this year belong to David 
Knoll (’75) and Claude Janowicz (’70), who won the 2015 Saints 
Alumni Association’s Bocce Ball Tournament held recently on campus.

CLOSE BUT NO CIGAR—Saints Alums who came close to winning 
this year’s Bocce Ball Tournament were (left to right) Fred D’Acquisto 
(’65); David Davey (’70); dethroned champs David Nau (’97) and 
Greg Croff (’99).  Keen Bocce observers noted the team holding 
beverages captured the trophy while those who were empty handed 
faded into Bocce obscurity.  But there’s always next year.

• Homecoming Activities
• Alumnus of the Year
• Alumni Bocce Ball
• Alumni Fan of the Year
• Senior Writing Competition
• Student Poetry Contest
• Math Field Day
• Athletic Hall of Fame

• 31st Annual Alumni Golf Classic (April 29th, 2016)
• 62nd Annual Parochial Basketball Tournament
• Parochial Football Tournament
• Parochial Soccer Tournament
• 50th Class Reunion Reception

“The Loyal Sons”. . . Keeping the Tradition Alive

ALUMNI SPONSORED ACTIVITIES FOR 2015 - 2016

4
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Unitas, Veritas, Caritas
STUDENTS BUILD HOMES 
AND HOPE

By Gian Ferrer (‘17)

On July 28th, ten students from both Saints 
and OLP along with Saints Faculty mem-

ber Mr. Steven Granados went to Escondido 
to build houses for the less fortunate with the 
Habitat for Humanity program.

“The organization has two to three ongo¬ing 
projects and takes volunteers five days a week,” 
Mr. Granados said. “We had to talk with the 
coordinators to get a date to send people. Since 
the program is so popular, we had to schedule 
our day two months before¬hand.”

Students performed simple tasks like shoveling 
dirt as well as more complex jobs involving 
electricity and irrigation. Not only did they 
receive the opportunity for service hours, but 
they were able to enjoy their time in making a 
change in other people’s lives outside of school.

“We were actually thinking of adding the 
Habitat project to another campus organization 
or service club as an additional service 
opportunity,” Mr. Granados said. “We would 
like it to be its own club, but we do so much at 
Saints already, it may be best to make it a part 
of another club instead. If it does become a 
club, however, we would do three builds: one 
in summer, one in winter, and one in fall. It’s an 
active way to help others.”

The project helped change the lives of others, 
including those of Saintsmen. They grew as 
Christian gentlemen and bonded with one 
another in brotherhood.

“It really opened my eyes to the fact that other 
people in the world are much less fortunate 
than we are,” said Nick Lee (’17). “Even though 
we were working in hot weather, I enjoyed 
spending time with my friends.” 

Junior Antonio Landa picked up some practical 
skills. “I felt that my communication skills and 
knowledge of construction are what I took from 
the experience,” Landa said. “The main task I 
had was hammering nail plates into the walls to 
prevent any drilling from hitting electrical wires.”

CORE VALUES- -Saints Faculty member Steven Granados (center in Keep Calm t-shirt) 
led a dedicated crew of students from Saints and OLP to participate in a Habitat for 
Humanity project in Escondido this summer.  (Top row, left to right): Kilee Seifert, William 
Baughman, Koltin Seifert, Liam Maguire, Antonio Landa, Mr. Granados, Andreas Padil-
la, Madeliene King, Allison Hesse.  (Lower row, L_R): Dario Guitierrez, Jose Lopez.

Habitat for Humanity is a Christian organization originally founded by Millard 
Fuller, who sought to be more active in providing shelter for those without a 
home. It became even more famous when President Jimmy Carter participated 
in its program in 1990. Its mission statement is “Seeking to put God’s love 
into action, Habitat for Humanity brings people together to build homes, 
communities and hope.” It has carried out this mission all over the world, 
bringing homes to communities in the name of God. 

The San Diego-Tijuana Habitat for Hu¬manity was founded in 1988 and has 
been the only cross-border branch of Habitat since, serving the less fortunate 
in both Mexico and the United States.

Habitat for Humanity is a service program in which all Saintsmen can 
participate. It is an excellent way to pick up practical skills, help those less 
fortunate, and bond with others. Overall, it an excellent opportunity to 
practice the Saints core value of Caritas.
_______
This article first appeared in the school newspaper, October 2015 edition. 
The author, Gian Ferrer (’17) is one of the excellent editors of the school 
newspaper, “The Augustinian.”

• 31st Annual Alumni Golf Classic (April 29th, 2016)
• 62nd Annual Parochial Basketball Tournament
• Parochial Football Tournament
• Parochial Soccer Tournament
• 50th Class Reunion Reception
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FUTURE FROSH GET SPECIAL TREATMENT

Early last month, Saints held the school’s traditional Eighth Grade Visitation Days on our campus.  Junior and Senior Saintsmen 
hosted the annual event.

 
 Upperclassmen led tours consisting of classroom visits as well as presentations on Campus Ministry, ASB, Student Activities, 
the Arts, the Entrance Test, and Athletics. 
 
 “The Saints Spirit of camaraderie and brotherhood was evident throughout the visitation,” said Saints Director of Admissions  
Mr. Michael Haupt. 

A

C B

E

D

A. Senior tour guide Sam Dixon takes visiting Future Frosh on a 
walk around the campus.

B. Associated Student Body President Chris Callipari addresses 
visitors about student life and student leadership.

C. At Dougherty Gym, Mr. Mike Haupt, Saints Admissions 
Director and Head Varsity Basketball Coach, shares information 
about the athletic programs at Saints.

D. Inside the school chapel, Mr. Gregory Hecht, Assistant Princi-
pal for Academics, reviews the academic program for prospec-
tive students and their parents.

E. Saints Jazz Band performed at the school’s annual 8th Grade 
Visitation Day
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ELEVEN SAINTSMEN NAMED 
NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARS

St. Augustine High School is proud to announce eleven students have 
gained national status as top performers in the annual National Merit Scholarship 

Program.  Ten were named Commended Scholars, which is an amazing feat 
considering more than 1.5 million high school students compete in the competition.  
These ten will not advance to the next round of the scholarship competition.

Senior Jacques Paye, however, will continue in the process and has the hope of being 
selected a Finalist, placing him in the Top one percent of all students who took the 
2014 PSAT. 

“The young men recognized today represent some of the best and brightest minds at 
Saints as demonstrated by their outstanding performance in this highly competitive 
program,” commented Mr. Horne.

Saints Commended Scholars for 2016 are Ryan Dent, Christopher Guadarrama, 
Brandon Hoang, Alexander Karwaniwan, Mark Kubasak, Connor Lance, Brendan 
Leahy, David Pepper, Ryan Phan, and Thomas Plein.

These ten Saints national scholars placed among the top five percent of more than 1.5 
million students who entered the 2016 competition by taking the 2014 Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).

More about the contest.

The National Merit Scholarship Program is a nationwide academic scholarship 
competition for recognition and university scholarships administered by the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), a privately funded, not-for-profit organization 
based in Evanston, IL. The program began in 1955.

NMSC conducts annual competitions for recognition and scholarships: the National 
Merit Scholarship Program, which is open to all students who meet entry requirements.

BAND GOES CLANK

celebrates the fact that percussionists 
have this ability to make just about 
anything into an instrument. Snare 
drums and bass drums are great, but 
why not write a whole piece featuring 
non-traditional percussion — things 
like salad bowls and mixing bowls, 
piles of wood and metal objects that 
have a great clang?,” he said.
 Earlier this year, the idea to 
perform Foundry intrigued Saints Visu-
al and Performing Arts Chairperson, 
Brandon Jagow, who is the school’s 
band director.
“I spent a day going to thrift stores 
hitting metal objects until I found the 
right sounds for metal bowls, metal 
piles, and a “clang.”
 Foundry was first performed 
at Saints graduation ceremony at 
Golden Hall.
As for the CCA concert, “the two 
groups met just once, the day of the 
performance, to rehearse the piece 
together in preparation for the concert 
that evening,” said Mr. Jagow.
 The groups that performed 
were the Saints Symphonic Band 
(which includes 7 students from AOLP) 
and CCA’s Wind Ensemble.

Continued from page 3

Continued on page 22

Jacques Paye Thomas Plein Ryan Dent Mark Kubasak Brandon Hoang Brendan Leahy

Christopher  
Guadarrama

David PepperAlexander  
Karwaniwan

Connor Lance Ryan Phan
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HOW SWEET IT IS!
SAINTS PUT AWAY CATHEDRAL ON TWO FOURTH QUARTER TDs.

Final Score: Saints 35, Cathedral Catholic 21.

5,000+ decibel busting capacity crowd at Cathedral Catholic High witnessed the City’s two dominant Catholic school powerhouses 
go head to head before a dominating St. Augustine High emerged victorious based on a fierce running attack, which combined with 
a stubborn and opportunistic defense that in turn added a touchdown of their own.  Final score Saints 35, Cathedral 21.

Early in the first quarter, St. Augustine High scored first on a 12-
yard run by senior halfback Elijah Preston. The extra point was 
good. In fact all 5 PATs by Saints kicker were good.
 Saints scored again on a 17-yard pass play QB Rodney 
Thompson to Receiver Tariq Thompson (PAT good) to lead 14-0 
early in the second quarter.
 Just before halftime, Cathedral Catholic High added a two-
yard TD run to make the score 14-7 going into the third quarter. 
 Early in the third period, the Don’s knotted the score 14-14 on 
a three-yard rush (PAT good).  
 Saints rebounded by capping a drive with a seven-yard 
Francoise Sims TD (PAT good). The score at the end of three 
periods was 21-14.
 Saints defense scored the next TD in the fourth quarter with 
nine minutes to go in the game (PAT good). Playing defense  
Tariq Thompson intercepted a Dons pass and ran it in for a TD. 
Score is 28-14.
 Saints scored next on Elijah Preston’s second TD of the night 
to make the score 35-14 midway through the fourth quarter.
 The Dons added a Hogan Irwin TD late in the fourth quarter 
to make the final score 35-21.

Win or lose there’s always the Alma Mater

Elijah Preston turns a small opening into a big score thanks to 
Saints awesome offensive line.

Saints stifling defense frustrated Dons running game all evening.
8
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 This was the first conference game for 
both teams.   Saints is 6-2 overall.  The two losses 
to out of town teams makes the Saintsmen unde-
feated in San Diego County and #3 ranked in the 
Union-Tribune Prep Football poll.
 Dons are now 4-4 for 2015’s varsity foot-
ball season.
 Saints amazing running back Elijah Pres-
ton has 183 total yards for the game, two touch-
downs and 25 carries.
 The senior is now the third leading ground 
gainer in the history of San Diego CIF section 
stats.  His total after the Dons game is now 6,348 
yards.
 After the game in a KUSI TV interview Eli-
jah said there was a lot of Holy Bowl hype before 
the game, “but we put that all behind us.  We had 
a good week of practice and we came out deter-
mined to win.”
 Before the game Preston had 1,213 yards 
13 tds on 119 carries in seven games. The win 
over the Dons brought his season totals to 1,396 
yards, 15 TDs in eight games and his career rush-
ing yardage to 6,348.

The “Pit” at full tilt after a Saints score

Saints Captains march out to pregame coin toss (left to right) Quinn Seau, Michael 
Alves, Elijah Preston and Francoise Sims, II.

9



10

A

C

E

B

D

A. Steamrolling running game led to this easy Tariq Thompson 
second quarter TD pass from Saints QB Rodney Thompson.
  

D. Bottom line: Saints win!
  

B. Nice block by Saintsman Brendan Silva springs Elijah Preston 
adding to his 183 total yards rushing and two TDs for the game.
  

E. The famous “Pit” section during pre-game cheering
  

C. Saints/AOLP Cheer squad had lots to shout about in Saints 35-21 
win at Cathedral High stadium.  

10
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GAINING GROUND
Presently Senior Elijah Preston has more rushing yardage for a high 
school career than the Prep totals for San Diego’s four Heisman 
Trophy winners Marcus Allen, Reggie Bush, Ricky Williams and 
Rashaan Salaam.

San Diego Section career rushing leaders:
Yards Name   School   Years 
   (as of Cathedral  
   game)

7,601  Royce Freeman  Imperial   2010-13
6,694  Ricky Seale   Escondido  2006-09
6,348  Elijah Preston  St. Augustine   2012-15
5,650  Demetrius Sumler USDHS-Cathedral Catholic 2002-05
5,547 Tyler Gaffney  Cathedral Catholic  2006-08
5,539 Dillon Baxter Mission Bay  2006-09
5,397 Justin Green  USDHS   1997-99
5,158 Markeith Ross  Rancho Buena Vista 1988-90
5,112  Lawrence Walker Christian 2004-07
5,039  Patrick Gates Marian Catholic 2000-2003
4,982 Rashaan Salaam  LJ Country Day 1989-91

SUPER SAINTSMAN
Year-by-year totals for Elijah Preston:

Year Att Yards Avg TD
2012 194 1,534  7.9 14
2013 159 1,481 9.3 17
2014 254 1,937 7.6 23
2015* 119 1,213 10.2 13
*includes Cathedral game.

Chart courtesy: San Diego Union-Tribune

E

F

G

H

F. SLet the bragging rights begin as Elijah Preston grabs 
some well-earned media time

G. Saints Tariq Thompson enroute to a touchdown 
after intercepting a Dons pass.  

H. Saints Varsity Football Coach Richard Sanchez celebrates 
victory with Andrew Seelert (left) and John Hickman.  
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EXPERIENCED ACTOR TAKES OVER AS DRAMA DIRECTOR
By Jacques Paye (‘16)
Editor-in-Chief, The Augustinian

The Saints Players will put on their fall performance, Twelve Angry Jurors, under the direction 
of longtime St. Augustine High math teacher and swim coach Mr. Kevin Manley.

In Twelve Angry Jurors, a teenager has been accused of murdering his father. But what 
happens when a single juror has a reasonable doubt? Will he have the courage to stand 
alone against the other eleven? Can he persuade them despite a mountain of evidence?

12 Angry Jurors
On Stage at OLP
Nov. 19, 21, 22.

Mr. Manley took on his new role after Mr. Joe Bernens, who had led the drama department for 27 years, accepted a post at 
another school.

“It was probably six years ago when I first started getting more involved with drama here at Saints,” Mr. Manley said. “Outside of 
Saints, I’ve been out in the community acting.”
Mr. Manley selected Twelve Angry Men (the name of the original play) for his debut production for several pragmatic reasons.  
The play’s licensing agent allows a name change in order to add women to the cast.

ANGRY ACTORS—Image captures cast members in action as Saints Players rehearse for this month’s production “12 Angry Jurors.”  Actors 
are (left to right):  JC Meave (‘17), Jake Maybo (‘17), Thomas Parashos (‘17),  Liam Brucker-Casey (‘19).  Obscured behind Jake Maybo is 
Augustine Cedeno (‘17)

Tickets: ShowTix4u.com
Info: saintstheater@gmail.com Kevin Manley
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“This is my first directing job and I had to choose a play that 
I could produce with a very short turnaround time,” he said. 

“Two years ago I acted in a community theater production of 
Twelve Angry Men. It is one scene, one set, and a play that I 
am already very familiar with. It met all the criteria.”

He also feels that the themes evoked by the 1954 Reginald 
Rose drama are still current.  “The types of issues that we 
deal with about how our system of justice works are relevant 
today,” he said. “The character interactions and the [act of] 
challenging prejudices are all timeless.”

As director, Mr. Manley will bring his own unique approach, 
but he is focused on maintaining the quality of recent years’ 
performances.

“If I can sustain what Mr. Bernens put in place I’ll be very 
pleased. I do a lot of film [work] on the outside, so I’d like to 
see some crossover between film and the stage.”

Mr. Manley is assisted by several crew members who 
manage various logistical aspects of the production.

“The play rehearsals are going well and we look forward to 
the opening night. It will be an interesting play because we 
have girls from OLP playing jurors, so it is not really Twelve 
Angry Men [like the original play from the 50s],” said stage 
manager James McCarthy, a senior.

Mr. Manley’s mathematical background influences his 
directing style.

“In some ways I’m very organized in how I approach things 
and I think that certainly [helps],” he said. “It [math] definitely 
colors my approach. In fact, I just did auditions for Twelve 
Angry Jurors and I made a flowchart to help make decisions.”

Reflecting on his thespian journey, however, Mr. Manley puts 
as much emphasis on the qualitative as on the quantitative.

“It’s like any art—it somehow benefits you emotionally or 
spiritually. In some way it’s making you better,” he said. “I 
think everyone should have some artistic outlet, whether it’s 
music or drawing or painting. I think everyone should have 
something. And for me that’s drama.”

Twelve Angry Jurors will open Thursday, Nov. 19 at 7:00 PM 
at OLP
---------------
This article by Senior Jacques Paye was reprinted from 
the October 2015 issue of the campus newspaper, “The 
Augustinian.”

highly placed  
government officials, the evi-
dence of a crisis for boys  
is powerful.”

The public single gender school 
initiatives in California, and 
elsewhere, suggest that the 
advantages of a boys-only envi-
ronment are being recognized 
on a state and national level.  
And the Augustinian Friars on 
the west coast have been at 
this “new” educational initiative 
for over 90 years.  

Why is a boys’ school special?  There are as many an-
swers to that as there are boys in our school.  However, 
Ms. Hulse suggests, “In a boys’ school, boys seem to have 
more options available to them as they define their own 
masculinity. They are not as likely to be stereotyped by their 
own and other’s expectations for what a boy should be. 
Boys in boys’ schools can simultaneously sing in the chorus 
and be terrific basketball players. They can love poetry and 
be budding young scientists. It is common for boys in my 
school to love opera, ice hockey and history all at the same 
time. We have violinists and chess players, debaters and 
artists, athletes and politicians.”

And so it is at Saints.  

Yours in the Spirit of Catholic Education,

James Horne
Principal

Principal James Home
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Continued from page 1
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ST. AUGUSTINE HIGH SCHOOL

HALO JOE’S SPIRIT WEAR SHOP

Shop Halo Joe’s.
Visit our retail shop for the widest selection of items 
EVER. Staffed by volunteers so check with us via email 
or website for updated hours.
 
E-mail: saintshalojoe@gmail.com
Web: www.halojoes.com

Location:
Although Halo Joe himself is mostly cloud-based, his 
shop is located  on terra ferma  at St. Augustine High 
School , 3266 Nutmeg Street, between the rectory and 
the athletic field on 33rd Street.

SENIOR EARNS FULL TUITION 
NROTC SCHOLARSHIP

Saintsman Brennan Amsberry shakes hands with NRD 
San Diego, Commanding Officer, Cmdr. Bob Reddy 
after receiving the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps 
scholarship, worth $180,000. 

The NROTC scholarship gives Amsberry, the opportunity 
to earn his degree while receiving leadership and 
management skills. The scholarship covers the cost of 
full tuition, fees, and books and provides a monthly 
allowance. So far, Brennan hasn’t selected a college he 
wishes to attend, but the scholarship is transferable. 
 
U.S. Navy photo by Chief Mass Communication Specialist 
Anastasia Puscian
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RENE MACVAY’S OUTSTANDING 
SUMMER SEMINAR

Rene MacVay, sophomore English teacher at Saints, 
was selected as one of only 51 participants of the 
2015 National Gallery of Art Teacher Institute on 
Art of the Renaissance held in Washington, D.C., 
this summer. The six-day seminar brought together 
teachers of Art, English, History, Math, and related 
subjects from 25 states. 

 The program emphasized the social and 
cultural context of Renaissance art in Italy and 
Northern countries between the 14th and 16th 
centuries. The term Renaissance, meaning “rebirth,” 
refers to the humanistic revival of classical culture 
and learning with its underlying belief in the creative 
potential of humankind.  Participants studied works 
by leading Renaissance artists as represented in 
the Gallery’s permanent collection, including the 
painters Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Titian, Jan van 
Eyck, and Rogier van der Weyden. 

 Participants learned about the development 
of oil-painting techniques, the role of prints in 
disseminating new ideas, using works of art 
as primary resources in classroom instruction, 
incorporating art into interdisciplinary teaching, and 
strengthening students’ visual literacy.

 Through lectures, gallery talks, and hands-
on activities, participants analyzed Renaissance 
artworks and focused on interdisciplinary teaching 
strategies. Activities were designed to meet teachers’ 
personal and professional enrichment needs. A 
demonstration of Venetian painting techniques and 
a site visit to a printmaker’s studio at Georgetown 
University rounded out the Institute’s course of study.

PARENTS OF ALUMS SOCIAL NETWORK
By Karen M. Hsu (Ryan, ’14)

Join now!
The mission of the Austin Parent Assn.’s Saints Single Parents is to provide 
support to any and all Saints and OLP parents finding themselves raising 
their children and teens alone.  This may be due to the loss of a loved 
one, separation, divorce or the deployment of a spouse.   
 We also have members who have married into a family with a 
Saintsman or who have lost a child.  If you or someone you know would 
benefit from a little extra help from other parents in the Saints community 
who “get it,” please call or text Karen Hsu at 619-840-0186 to be added 
to the email list for future events.  

 Coming up are a coffee, dinner and also 
the school social in November, and the Greening of 
the Tree event at The Immaculata in December.  So 
get plugged into the Saints community, make new 
friends to meet at school sports and other events, or 
just come and talk it out.   
 The APA Saints Single Parents Network 
stems from the Saint Monica Prayer Group and 
began in 2010.
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Ground-Breaking for the Student Community Center has 
occurred and the dig has begun—a moment when our dreams 
for the future of Saints are being realized before our eyes.

Sometimes in the history of an educational institution a day 
passes and like most days, its significance is lost as it blends 
into the fabric of our lives.  On other days, a goal is achieved 
that will impact the school for years to come.  For the past 20 
years, Father John Sanders, ’66, O.S.A., and (Principal 1998-
2000), Father John Keller, ’55, O.S.A., (Principal and President 
2001-2006) knew Saints had to be modernized to insure that 
an Augustinian, Catholic, all-boys education would long endure 
in the region of San Diego and Tijuana.  

It first began with a dream!  Father Sanders, believed the first 
step was the closing of Bancroft Street, which had divided 
the campus for over 60 years.  He knew the street not only 
endangered the safety of the Saints Community, but also made 
it impossible to fully develop the 7.5 acre campus.  With the 
closing of Bancroft Street in 1992, the process was underway.  
While there was much discussion about what to do next and 
how to do it, Father Sanders untimely death in 2000 brought 

Father Keller to the principalship.  Understanding the good 
work Fr. Sanders had accomplished and knowing the 
development of the campus and the curriculum were both 
priorities, Fr. Keller recognized the management structure of 
Saints had to be modernized.

Fr. Keller with the support of the Board of Trustees, decided 
to move to the President/Principal model, which had been 
successfully employed by other orders of priests to manage 
the growing complexity found in Catholic secondary schools.  
Knowing the Diocese of San Diego was raising funds for 
new schools, it was imperative to grow and strengthen all 
the internal facets of Saints.  It would be with the principal, 
managing and developing the school program, and the 
president, raising the profile of Saints in the community that 
the full development of Saints could take place.

In 2003, the Board of Trustees succeeded in applying for 
and receiving a Conditional Use Permit from the City of San 
Diego for a three-phased Master Plan.   Phase 1 entailed the 
construction of Villanova and Mendel Halls, the underground 
parking garage and the refurbishing of Vasey Hall.  The 

Ground Breaking News:
CAMPUS CONSTRUCTION ENTERS PHASE II

By Edwin Hearn, President St. Augustine High School

MULTI-PURPOSE—School President Ed Hearn shows rendering of the new student activities center and new gym.  “We will now be able to 
hold events on campus that we had to conduct off campus.” Photo: Max Brandon (’16) Augustinian student newspaperphoto.
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Augustinians, the Board of Trustees (the Board of 
Directors as of 2006) and school management 
learned many important development lessons 
during the successful completion of this project.

With the school moving into the new 
classroom buildings in September 2007, the 
Board of Directors began planning an even 
more expensive undertaking--the design and 
development of a new Student Community Center 
which featured a large gymnasium, coaches’ 
offices, sport’s medicine center, locker and team 
rooms, wrestling practice room, board room, 
administrative offices, lobby, school store, student 
offices, four intramural basketball courts on the 
gymnasium roof, and a new food service kitchen.  

As the economy collapsed in 2008, the decision 
was reached not to move forward with a Capital 
Campaign, but to make sure the design was 
right. This extra time allowed stake-holders 
multiple occasions to improve the plan during 
meetings with our architect, David Pfeifer,  
from domusstudios. It was a project that has 
been evaluated from every possible angle.   

This new structure is composed of 51,990 square feet of building area, 22,187 square feet on the rooftop terrace and Mezzanine 
Level and 2,482 square feet in the courtyard space.  It is built vertically with four different levels creating .51 of an acre of more 
useable space for our boys.  This is equivalent to 4.5 5000 square foot lots in North Park.   

 In the spring of 2011, a Feasibility Study was conducted by Netzel Grigsby Associates, Inc. that suggested Saints would be able 
to raise $10 million in a capital campaign.  Our bank indicated they would lend Saints half of the cost of the project.  In November 
of that year, Provincial Fr. Gary Sanders, ’67 O.S.A., the Members of the Corporation and the Board of Directors concluded it 
was time to launch a capital campaign immediately.  With the Order of the Augustinians making the first pledge of $1 million, the 
campaign was underway.  

Led by the Finance Committee of the Board of Directors under the leadership of David Canedo, ‘63 and the newly created 
Executive Building Committee, led by Rob Leach, ‘80, benchmarks were established and the critical path was developed to move 
the project forward.  With the Capital Campaign raising $10,257,090.50, finalized construction drawings, approved grading and 
building permits, the project is ready to be built.

During the past eight years, it has taken a dedicated group of volunteers working together in unity and love to accomplish great 
things for Saints, while remaining steadfast in their faith that the voice of Christ would lead us forward to the completion of this 
important goal.  This is one of those moments  that will be long remembered--a time when a community believed much could be 
achieved with everyone doing their best.  

To all of you who have supported Saints through this campaign, thank you!  You have modeled well the guiding Christian principle 
of our great Augustinian mission through your loving support of others.  May you all know the happiness this moment in time will 
create for those young men whom will benefit for many years to come.

NEW GYM SOON- -Construction begins Nov. 9 on new gym/student center and should 
take 18 months from start to finish.  The anticipated completion of the project is slated for 
February 2017.  If all goes according to plan, the class of 2017 will graduate from this 
new facility. Image: DomusStudio architects.
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FOUR NAMED TO SAINTS 
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

This year’s Hall of Fame game resulted in a Saints 
Varsity Football victory over Eastlake High.  A 

traditional highlight of the Hall of Fame Game is 
the induction of former students, who this year 
entered the Saints Athletic Hall of Fame.
The inductees for the 20th annual Saints Hall of 
Fame are:

Brian Barden (‘99), is the only Saintsman to win 
an Olympic Medal.  His medal was awarded as a 
member of the 2008 USA Olympic Baseball Team.  
At Saints, he lettered four times in baseball.  He 
was voted to the all-league team as a junior and a 
senior, and in his senior season was voted the CIF 
Player of the Year.  Brian accepted a scholarship 
to Oregon State University and hit .370 in his 
freshman year. In his 3 year college career he 
started all but one game and never hit less than 
.347. He was named 1st Team All-Pac 10 in 2001 
and 2002. In the 2002 Major League Draft, he
selected in the 6th round by the Arizona 
Diamondbacks.
 In the Major Leagues, he played infield for 
the Arizona Diamondbacks, St. Louis Cardinals, 
Texas Rangers, Florida Marlins and the Hiroshima 
Carp in Japan.  He is still active in professional 
baseball. Brian’s teammates on the Olympic team, 
which won a bronze medal (S. Korea/Gold and 
Cuba Silver), included Dexter Fowler, Stephen 
Strasburg, Jake Arrieta and fellow San Diegan 
Trevor Cahill. 

Tony Evenson (‘87,) lettered 10 times in football, 
basketball, and track. He achieved all-league 
honors in football and basketball. He received 
the Fr. Aherne Award and the Gold Medal for 
Athletics is his senior year. He was named to the 
UT all-academic team 6 times. Tony accepted 
a football scholarship to the University of Santa 
Clara and lettered each of his four years. He was 
named to the all-conference team as a senior and 
is a member of the career top ten at the school 
in receiving and punt returns. Tony played and 
coached professionally in France.

Rommel Marentz (‘02) was a talented and 
popular Varsity Basketball player at Saints, who 
went on to play college basketball for UC Davis. 
Named San Diego Section Player of the Year for 
D-III as a senior, averaging 23 points per game
as a point guard. Also earned All-San Diego 
Section, All-Western League and All-Academic 

STARS ENSHRINED- -Newly enshrined members of the 2015 Saints Athletic Hall 
of Fame pose with their children at the induction ceremony in September.  They 
are (left to right) Brian Barden (’99); Tony Evenson (’87); Rommel Marentz (’02) 
and Dr. Jerome Wisniew (’64). Photo: Karene Evenson.

first-team honors.  Led Saints to back-to-back section titles in 2001 
and 2002. As a senior, led the Saints to championship despite two 
broken feet. Also lettered in cross country and track & field. Member of 
Principal’s Honor List.

Dr. Jerry Wisniew (‘64), a San Diego podiatrist, is a fine example of 
giving back to the Saints community. In August 1974, Dr. Wisniew began 
he adventure as St. Augustine’s team physician and has not left the 
sidelines since. He is currently a Captain in the Navy Reserves where he 
has treated a variety of wounds and injuries of those serving our country. 
He also currently works with the Seal Team in Coronado.
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HOMECOMING KING AND QUEEN

In case you missed this year’s Homecoming game, held earlier last month, Saints Senior Sam Dixon and OLP’s Barbara 
Mera were named Homecoming King and Queen. Saints Dad William Hill captured the images Homecoming 2015.

Ladies and Gentlemen, we proudly present the 2015 Homecoming Court.
All are seniors except where indicated: (left to right): John Hickman, Homecoming Queen 
Barbara Mera, Homecoming King Sam Dixon, Jessica McRoskey, Jason Misleh (’18), Kylie 
Greene (’18), Krista Miya (’17), J.T. Reilly (’17), Lauren Rawls, Martin Tombe, Katelyn Heffler, 
and Jack Dashwood.

In the presence of royalty: King Sam Dixon and Queen Barbara 
Mera at the Homecoming Dance

The Royal Couple makes an appearance at 
the Homecoming Varsity Football game.

The dance floor at the Homecoming Dance was 
crowded and the lights turned down low.
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MEET CHRISTIAN YOAKUM SAINTS  
NEW CROSS COUNTRY COACH

Saints Scene sat down with Christian Yoakum to discuss his new task at the school.  He’s recently been named the new Varsity Cross 
Country coach.  He in addition to his teaching post at Saints, Mr. Yoakum has taken over for Mr. Jerry Downey, who retired last 
spring after a sterling career at the school as a teacher and coach.

Q: Describe the path that has led to your new Cross Country coaching post?
A. In high school I ran both cross country and track.  I was always extremely interested in watching both sports but honestly was not 
a huge fan of running.   A friend of mine became a head cross country coach and asked me to be a part time coach while I was still 
in college which I did for two years helping out mainly in the summer.  
 As members of the faculty Coach Downey and I would talk about running almost every morning for the last five years so 
he recommended me as an assistant coach for Dan Keyes, who was the long-time Head Cross Country coach at AOLP.  After that 
season coach Jerry Downey, I believe knowing he was going to retire, asked me to be his assistant coach.  Of course, I accepted.  
It’s an honor to be a part of his legacy.

Q:  Have you always loved running?
A:  For the sake of full disclosure the answer is no. I did not truly develop a real love for running, however, until about seven years 
ago.  I began running with my wife, who had joined a triathlon team, and realized I have been approaching running the wrong 
way most of my life.  
 I found I was running too hard when I did run but not enough miles, so I bought a heart rate monitor and a pace watch and 
started a program for people who had never run before.  
 Even though I have a fairly extensive back ground in running, I wanted to start all over and retrain myself how to run. I start-
ed the 10 week program at the beginning of September and ran a 10k in November.  I was enjoying it so much I grabbed as much 
information as I could find on training, nutrition and racing. I ran my first half marathon that next January and ran my first marathon 
that June. Since then I have run 4 marathons and close to a dozen half marathons. I have also done a number of triathlons ranging 
from sprint distances up to a half Ironman.  
 
Q: Now that you’re midway through your first coaching season how’s Varsity Cross Country doing?
A:  Halfway through the season some of the highlights have been sending three athletes to the Stanford Invitational. I feel that was 
a great experience for them and will greatly help them as we move into the second part of our season.  Another highlight for me 
personally was hosting the Saints Small School Invitational at Morley Field on October 2nd. It was a lot of work and at times over-
whelming but I thought the meet went smoothly and our varsity took second overall.  
 
Q:  Who are the top runners this season?
A: We have returning runners who have risen to the top of our team and shown to be consistently 3 of the top runners in division 
IV; sophomore Finn Waters, seniors Alex Karaniwan and Ryan Dent. These three runners have consistently shown that they will be 
strong candidates to qualify for the State cross country finals held in Fresno this coming November 28th. 
 
Q: What runners look good long term?
A: The rest of the varsity roster and the top of the JV roster are anchored by a strong group of senior and sophomore runners.  Se-
niors Matthew Danaher and Jacob Zickert, are both four- year runners, plus sophomore runners Thomas Roth, Luc Carlier, Andrew 
Culp, Jonathan Engle and Brenden Legaspi add a lot of depth to our varsity team.  
 The sophomore class is very inexperienced with this season being the first year running cross country for both Luc and An-
drew, and the first year of varsity running for Thomas, Jonathan and Brenden. Despite their youth all of these runners show tremen-
dous promise and the future looks very bright with that class leading us for 2 more years.
 

A. Ryan Dent is running up front in a recent Saints Varsity Cross Country   
 meet at Morley Field in Balboa Park.

B. Alex Karaniwan is a standout on this year’s Cross Country Team.

C. Finn Waters is one of the best underclassmen on the Varsity Team.

D. Jacob Zickert is a steady competitor on Varsity.

E. Thomas Roth (left) and Luc Charlier move by runners at  
 Morley Field.
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See Cross Country images on next page.
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FACULTY NEWS UPDATE

The school has added four new faculty mem-
bers and a new Augustinian Volunteer this term 
and welcomed back several current faculty 
members who have been assigned new respon-
sibilities at the school.
 New to the school are Janenne Pala-
fox, who is teaching English; Joseph Giesing, 
who is teaching will Algebra, Graphic Design 
and Photography; Maureen Walker, who is 
teaching Chemistry, Biology and Environmental 
Science and Holly Ferrari has been hired in the 
administration department to assist in Advance-
ment and Alumni support.
 Saints Math Teacher Kevin Manley is 
the new Drama Director.
 Christian Yoakum is the school’s new 
Varsity Cross Country Coach.
 Nicole Quirk, a student at St. Joseph’s 
University is the school’s Augustinian Volunteer.

The highest achieving students in the National Merit Scholarship Program are 
designated as National Merit Scholars. Finalists and semifinalists are also given 
recognition for their academic and extracurricular achievements. 

Commended Students are named on the basis of a nationally applied 
Selection Index score that may vary from year to year and is typically below 
the level required for participants to be named Semifinalists in their respective 
states. Each year’s Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT®) is the qualifying test designated for entry to a particular year’s 
competitions.

About 1.5 million students in some 22,000 high schools enter the National Merit 
Scholarship competition annually when they take the Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®). This serves as an initial 
screen of program entrants, and measures critical reading ability, mathematics 
problem solving ability and writing ability, rather than existing knowledge. 
Semifinalists are designated on a state representational basis, contingent on 
the total number of entrants and in proportion to each state’s percentage of the 
nation’s high school graduating seniors. 

Semifinalists are the highest-scoring program entrants in each state and 
represent the top 0.5% percent of the state’s  
senior students.

To be considered for a National Merit Scholarship, Semifinalists have to 
fulfill requirements to advance to Finalist standing. Each Semifinalist submits a 
detailed scholarship application, which includes essays and information about 
extracurricular achievements, awards, and leadership positions. 

Semifinalists also have to have an outstanding academic record, be endorsed 
and recommended by a school official, and earn SAT scores that confirm their 
qualifying test performance. From the Semifinalist group, a certain number of 
students, varying from year to year, advance to Finalist standing depending 
on the above criteria. By the conclusion of the competition, a select group of 
Finalists are chosen to receive prestigious National Merit Scholarships totaling 
nearly $35 million. 

Winners are the Finalist candidates judged to have the strongest combination 
of academic skills and achievements, extracurricular accomplishments, and 
potential for success in rigorous university studies. Scholarship winners represent 
less than 1% of the initial pool of student entrants, based on official statistics 
released by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.

Continued from page 7

Janene Palafox,  
English

Joseph Giesing, Math, 
Graphic Design,  

Photography

Maureen Walker, 
Chemistry, Biology, 

Environmental Science

Holly Ferrari, Adminis-
tration, Advancement 
and Alumni support

Kevin Manley,  
Drama Director

Christian Yoakum, 
Varsity Cross  

Country Coach
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E
very year thousands of our kids die when their heart
suddenly and unexpectedly stops beating. Known as
Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA), this syndrome can

happen without symptoms or warning signs. San Diego
alone loses three to five teens annually.

Prevent Fatal Cardiac Arrest in Your Teen
FREE Heart Screening For Teens12-19
Sunday, November 8• 9am to 3pm at Francis Parker School in Linda Vista 

Provided by the Eric Paredes Save A Life Foundation and a medical team led by Scripps cardiologist Dr. John Rogers MD

About Eric Paredes Eric was a healthy Steele Canyon High School sophomore athlete who died
suddenly and unexpectedly from Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) in 2009. His parents, Hector and Rhina
Paredes, established EP Save A Life Foundation to honor Eric through their commitment to prevent
this tragedy from reoccurring. Eric’s foundation provides free screenings to youth to identify cardiac
anomalies that may lead to SCA, with the ultimate goal of standardizing cardiac screenings among
our youth. A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

It’s not a heart attack. SCA is an abnormality in the heart’s electrical system that can be detected

with a simple EKG. But EKGs are NOT a part of your teen’s annual well-child exam or

pre-participation sports physical.

Through our partnership with your school, parents have the opportunity to have their teens screened

at no cost. The screening is completely non-invasive (no needles or x-ray exposure),

painless and takes about a half hour to complete a health history, EKG and echocardiogram if

indicated.You are notified of the results for follow-up with your own family doctor.

The biggest misconception about SCA is that it won’t happen to your teen. You have no family his-

tory...your child has no symptoms...your doctor has not indicated a screening was needed. But there

is a dangerously low awareness of SCA among parents and the medical community, even though it’s

the #2 cause of death in the U.S. for youth under 25 and #1 killer of student athletes.

Your school invites you to screen your teen. Simply register at EPSaveaLife.org

Please download and complete the parent screening packet and bring it with you November 8
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